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How to Use this Book. 


Browse. 

This is an index - an encyclopedia. Although it is written in 
chronological order, it was not designed to be read from 
cover to cover. 

Readers should turn to a period or year that interests them, 
and browse on from there. There are also some more specific 
ways to use this book and benefit from the information in it. 

Specific Search. 

Use the index to find the item of interest, and read each en¬ 
try. It is important to use the whole index entry, because 
although there is cross referencing within the text, those ref¬ 
erences will not necessarily give a comprehensive listing on 
the specifics of interest to you. Cross references are displayed 
in the following levels of priority: a) as part of the text; b) 
in parentheses; c) in parentheses with a lighter font. 

Historical Perspective. 

This book was designed to give the researcher or reader a 
sense of historical perspective. 

The book begins with a one page chart - or spectrum - of 
the various eras of Jewish history, then a timeline of major 
events, before proceeding with the detailed text, which is 
also in chronological order. 

To gain a proper perspective, it is possible to zero in on an 
event (or person), and then withdraw back through the 
broader perspectives to develop a telescoping effect. 

This book does not concentrate on biographical detail, but is 
more concerned with placing events in their proper chrono¬ 
logical setting. Entries into any year are in chronological 
order based on the best information available. Note that any 
events occurring in the months between Rosh Hashana (the 
Jewish New Year) and the secular new year (on ist Janu¬ 
ary), are entered under a new year-heading, with the un¬ 
changed secular year in italics, as displayed here. 
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Preface 


T his book is a digest of the history of Biblical and Tal¬ 
mudic times, post Talmudic scholars (major events 
in their lives) and events that affected Jewish life in 
general, until this day. The scope of this book - which 
places emphasis on the proper sequence of events - is very 
specific. Events are listed in their year of occurrence un¬ 
less otherwise indicated - quoting sources until the end 
of the Talmud era. 

Inasmuch as it is an attempt to list - in a clear but very 
brief manner - all the important information available, 
presenting it in a style readable to the layman, it has been 
necessary to omit certain details which would only inject 
confusion, not clarity. 

The chronology of events is based on Biblical and Talmu¬ 
dic sources, and consequently events listed here as having 
occurred prior to the secular year one (1) do not synchro¬ 
nize with the chronology based on other sources (mainly Per¬ 
sian kings — many with the same names — and the year of their 
reign, a matter upon which scholars differ in opinions.) This book 
does not attempt to address this issue - that is the scope 
of an entirely different book. 


<rs/> 


It is important to note, that the Talmud (and Talmudists) 
share two fundamental differences with the prevailing at¬ 
titudes to history. 

1) The Talmud maintains that the overall quality of the in¬ 
tellectual and spiritual caliber (of man) declines as gen¬ 
erations advance, [Tai.shab.112b, Eruv.53a / igg.R.sher.G.]; hence 
Talmud scholars of a particular era (Tekufa) have always 
maintained a deep and somewhat mystical respect for schol¬ 
ars in preceding eras. [Tal.B.B.12a, Ramban /See Appendix D], 

2) The Talmud considers unwritten communication to be 
superior to written material. In fact, written material was 
viewed as a concession to the lower intellectual standards 
and abilities of the later generations. [Tai.Tem.14b, Ket.io3b /Rashi 
BM.33C1 /Mmn.Hakd. LYad / Hakd.SMaG], 

These two axioms' deliver a different set of instruments for mea¬ 
suring history, and/or the importance of people and events. 

-ass- 


Although - in the presentation of the personalities and 
events of modern Jewish history - an attempt has been 
made to use similar perspectives as those used for previous 
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centuries, a number of significant deviations have been 
made, inasmuch as many of today's notable events and 
personalities would not have been highlighted in a manner 
commensurate with their current prominence. Neverthe¬ 
less, certain events and personalities have been projected 
into greater importance than their current recognition war¬ 
rants because - in the opinion of this author - their signifi¬ 
cance has not yet been felt, or because they will eventually 
be recognized as having a more lasting nature. Thus the 
realities of current public acceptance have confined and 
defined the prominence of certain current events. 


The basic purposes of this book are: To present informa¬ 
tion on traditional Jewish History, in a clear concise and 
scholarly form; to present this history in a systematic or¬ 
ganized manner, so that even the novice can develop a clear 
sense of perspective. 

To achieve these aims, events have been listed with a 
finely-balanced sense of importance. The importance of 
an event, for example, may be downgraded (and not head¬ 
lined) because of the lack of clarity in the exact date. On 
the other hand, there are personalities (in the Talmud) 
about whom a relative abundance of biographical detail 
is available, yet they have not necessarily been given promi¬ 
nence in direct relation to that information. They have 
been considered in the perspective commensurate to 
their total impact on Jewish history. 

This book emphasizes the chronological placement of events 
and people, but only deals very briefly with biographical de¬ 
tails of personalities. Often more details are given about the 
less famous than the famous, for it is assumed that the reader 
has some prior knowledge of the famous, or has access to 
reliable biographical material elsewhere. It is also consid¬ 
ered unlikely that biographic brevity would distort the his¬ 
torical impact of the famous. 

In instances of extended or widespread massacres, a total 
number of casualties is often given, and then instances of 
specific incidents are chronologically listed. The specif¬ 
ics are not comprehensive, but include only the major in¬ 
cidents, and/or incidents that serve to illustrate the nature 
of the occurrences. That the accounts of such events come 
from the traumatized victims and/or onlookers, conflict¬ 
ing reports of detail may often occur. 

Many items and ' knippets f of information have been enclosed 
in parentheses ( ) to indicate either (i) the secondary impor¬ 
tance of the information, or (ii) that the documentation of 
that information is not as sound as the rest of the statement. 
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Outline 


In this book Jewish history is divided into four distinct sections. 
Each of these sections is subdivided into the various eras 
(Tekufot), each era being presented as a chapter. 

Some eras (Tekufot) are subdivided into a number of sub¬ 
chapters, because of natural historical demarcations, or to 
reduce excessive length. Nevertheless, in such instances 
the breaks have been placed at some point of significance. 

The timelines are for enhancing the reader's perspective 
of Jewish history - significant events being highlighted 
by employing the use of larger and bolder typefaces. 

Timeline l. The Full Spectrum of Jewish History 

This is a listing - at the beginning of the book only - of 
the four major sections into which Jewish history is divided 
here, and the fifteen era’s (Tekufot) with their subdivisions. 
This is a one page wide-angle view of Jewish History. 

Timeline 2. The Highlights of Jewish History 

This eight (horizontal) page listing - also at the beginning 
of the book only - adds only the very major and/or famil¬ 
iar events to the previous timeline. With this additional 
detail, the reader's focus will need to narrow down, al¬ 
though the wide-angle view is still there. 

Timeline 3. Major Events in Jewish History 

This thirteen page listing presents more detail yet, and may 
therefore be somewhat daunting to a reader not very fa¬ 
miliar with Jewish history. However- after having read 
through some of the main text - the reader will find this 
timeline useful for stepping back and seeing everything 
within a larger framework. 

The specific segments of this timeline also appear at the 
beginning of every Chapter (Tekufa), in similar detail. 
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Timeline 1 


The Full Spectrum 
of Jewish History 



Three Timelines 
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The Full Spectrum 
oe Jewish Mistqry 

© Codex Judaica 2005 

SECTION I-THE BEGINNINGS 


1. The New World 

2. The Forefathers 

3. Living in Egypt 


SECTION II - THE NATION 

4. Moshe the Leader 

5. Judges and Early Prophets 

6. Kings & the First Beit Hamikdash 



^ SECTION III - RIVERS OF BABYLON, 
CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA (JUDEA) 

7. Exile in Babylon 

8. The Second Beit Hamikdash 

a. Anshei Knesset HaGedolah — The Great Council of Sages 

b. Greek Cultural Domination 

c. Kingdom of Yehuda (Judea) — Dynasty of the Chashmona 'im 

d. Roman Client Kings & Rulers— The Herodian Dynasty 

9. The Talmudic Era — The Mishna 

10. The Talmudic Era — The Gemara 

11. The Talmudic Academies of Bavel 

a. The Rabbanan Savurai 

b. The Ge’onim, and Arabic Dominion 

SECTION IV - UNIVERSAL DISPERSION 

12. The Rishonim - Early Scholars 

a. Early Rishonim, Tosaphot, and the Crusade Massacres 

b. Later Rishonim, Persecutions, and Expulsions 

13. The Kov’im — The Great Scholars of the Shulchan Aruch & Torah Consolidation 

14. The Acharonim, Later Scholars 

a. Early Achronim and East European Massacre 

b. Acharonim and Early Chasidim 

c. Later Acharonim, and Changing Society 

15. The Melaktim & the Current Era 

a. The Holocaust 

b. The Independent State of Israel 

c. The Post—Holocaust Era 
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Timeline Z 


Major Events 
in Jewish History 



Three Timelines 
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Major Events in Jewish History ^ 


20 













Chapter 1 

The New World 

Jewish -- Secular 

Year Year 

i Creation Of The World, and Adam & Chava(Eve). -3760 

687 Metushelach (son of Chanoch) was born. -3074 

930 Adam died. -2831 

1056 Noah (son of Lemech II) was bom. -2705 

1558 Shem (son of Noah) was bom. -2203 

1656 The Great Flood Covered The Earth. -2105 

1723 Ever (son of Shelach) was born. -2038 

1948 Avraham (son of Terach) was born. -1813 


Chapter 2 

The Forefathers 

1948 Avraham (son of Terach) was born. -1813 

2018 The Covenant (brit box habetarim ) With Avraham. -1743 

2048 Avraham circumcised himself and Yishmael. -1713 

2084 the akeda.Yitzchaic Was Prepared To Be A Sacrmce. -1677 

2108 Yaakov (Jacob) and Eisav (Esau) were born. -1653 

2171 Yitzchak blessed Yaakov instead of Eisav. -1590 

2216 Yosef was sold. -1545 

2229 Yosef became Viceroy of Egypt. -1532 

2238 Yaakov (And His Family) Went To Egypt. -1523 

Chapter 3 


Living in Egypt 


2255 Yaakov died. -1506 


IO 
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IO 

IO 


2332 

The enslavement in Egypt began after Levi died. 

-1429 

2448 

The Children Of Israel Left Egypt 

-1313 

Chapter 4 

Moshe the Leader 

2448 

The Revelation 62 Torah on Mount Sinai. 

-1313 

2488 

Moshe died. 

-1273 


Chapter 5 

Judges & Early Prophets 


2488 

Bnei Yisrael crossed the Jordan into Canaan. 

-1273 

2516 

Yehoshua died. 

-1245 

2533 

The rule of Shoftim (Judges) began with Othniel ben Knaz 

-1228 

2654 

Devorah became leader. 

-1107 

2694 

Gideon became leader. 

-1067 

2779 

Yiphtach (HaGil'adi) became leader. 

-982 

2810 

Shimshon (Samson) became leader. 

-951 

2830 

Eli (HaKohen) became leader. 

-931 

2871 

Shmuel became leader. 

-890 



Chapter 6 

Kings and the First Beit Hamikdash 


2882 Shaul was appointed king. -879 


2892 

David Became King of Israel in Yerushalayim. 

-869 

2924 

Shlomo became king. 

-837 

2935 

The First Beit Hamikdash Was Completed 

-827 

2964 

Shlomo Died and His Kingdom Was Divided. 

-797 
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3043 

Eliyahu went up in a chariot of fire. 

-718 

3142 

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) began his prophecies. 

-619 

3187 

The first two of the ten tribes were exiled. 

-574 

3195 

Another two of the ten tribes were exiled. 

-566 

3205 

The Last of the Ten Tribes Were Exiled. 

-556 

3298 

Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) began his prophecies. 

-463 

3319 

Yerushalayim was conquered, and Yehoyakim exiled. 

-442 

3327 

Yerushalayim conquered again, and Yehoyachin exiled. 

-434 

3332 

Yechezk'el (Ezekiel) prophecized in exile. 

-429 

3336 

The final Babylonian siege of Yerushalayim 

-425 

3338 

The First Beit Hamikdash Was Destroyed. 

-423 


Chapter 7 

Exile in Babylon 


3389 

Daniel read the writing on the wall. 

-372 

3406 

Mordechai Proclaimed The Celebration Of Purim. 

-355 

3412 

The Second Beit Hamikdash Was Completed. 

-349 



Chapter 8 

The Second Beit Hamikdash 

Chapter Sa 

Anshei Knesset HaGedola — The Great Council of Sages 


3413 

Ezra led the second return to Eretz Yisrael. 

-348 

3448 

Ezra Died. 

-313 

3449 

The Minyan Shtarot began. 

-313 


Chapter 8b — Greek Cultural Domination. 


3515 

72 Elders translated the Torah into Greek (Septuagint) 

-246 
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3621 

The revolt of Mattityahu the Chashmona'i. 

-140 


Chapter Sc — Kingdom of Yehuda (Judea). 

Dynasty of the Chashmona'im. 


3622 

Yehuda (HaMaccabi) ruled. 

-139 

3622 

The Second Beit Hamikdash was re-dedicated. 

-139 

3623 

Chanuka Was Declared A Festival. 

-138 

3628 

Yehuda (HaMaccabi) was killed in battle. 

-133 

3700 

The Romans gained control of Yehuda (Judea). 

-61 


Chapter Sd — Roman Client Kings & Rulers. 

The Herodian Dynasty. 


3725 

Herod I ruled, killing all the Chashmona'im. 

-36 

3728 

Hillel became leader of the Torah scholars. 

-33 

3742 

Herod I began rebuilding the Second Beit Hamikdash. 

-19 

3768 

Hillel Died. 

8 

3788 

The Sanhedrin moved from the Second Beit Hamikdash. 

28 

3810 

Raban Gamliel I (son of Shimon, son of Hillel) died. 

50 

3826 

Vespasian arrived in Yehuda to reassert Roman authority. 

66 

3829 

The Second Beit Hamikdash Was Destroyed. 

69 



1 



Chapter 9 

The Talmudic Era — The Mishna 




1 - 


3949 

R. Yehuda Hanassi Completed The Mishna Around This Time. 

189 


Chapter 10 

The Talmudic Era — The Gemara 


3979 

Rav Left Eretz Yisrael and settled in Bavel (Babylonia). 

219 

4119 

Hillel 11 (who established the calendar) became Nassi. 

359 
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4187 R.Ashi died after the compilation of the Gemara. 427 


4235 

The Talmud Was Complete, When Ravina II Died. 

475 

4374 

Chapter 11 

The Talmudic Academies ofBavel 

Chapter 11a — The Rabbanan SAVURAI 

Chapter lib — The Ge'ONIM, and Arabic Dominion 

Jews Were Allowed to Return to Yerushalayim. 

614 

4397 


The Arabs conquered Eretz Yisrael. 

637 

4618 

R.Amram (who wrote the Siddur) became Gaon of Sura. 

858 

4798 

R.Hai Gaon Died, and the Academies of Ravel Declined. 

1038 

4856 


Chapter 12 

The Rishonim — Early Scholars 

Chapter 12a — Early Rishonim, Tosaphot, 
and the Crusade Massacres. 

:rusaders ( 1 st) Destroyed Jewish Communities. 

1096 

4859 


Yerushalayim was captured by the Crusaders. 

1099 

4863 


The Rif Died. 

1103 

4865 

Rashi Died, and the Era of the Tosaphot Began. 

1105 

4895 


The Rambam (Maimonides) Was Born. 

1135 

4904 

The First (Recorded) Blood Libel Took Place. 

1144 

4907 


Crusaders ( 2 nd) attacked Jewish communities. 

1147 

4948 


Jews were allowed to return to Yerushalayim. 

1187 

4950 


Jews were massacred in England, in the 3 rd Crusade. 

1190 

5002 


A massive burning of the Talmud took place in Paris. 

1242 

5030 


The Ramban died. 

1270 

5046 


The Maharam MeRothenburg was imprisoned. 

1286 

5050 


New works advanced the study of Kabbala. 

1290 
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5050 The Era of the Tosaphot Concluded at Around This Time. 

1290 



Chapter 12b — Later Rishonim . 

Persecutions , and Expulsions. 



5050 All Jews were expelled from England. 

1290 


5058 

The Rindfleisch massacres began. 

1298 


5109 

The Black Death Massacres Swept Across Europe. 

1349 


5151 

Jews of Spain were massacred — many became Marranos. 

1391 


5155 

The Final expulsion of Jews from France. 

1394 


5181 

Jews in Austria were massacred in the Wiener Gezera. 

1421 


5235 

The Invention of Printing Was Used For Jewish Books. 

1475 


5241 

The Inquisition was established in Spain. 

1481 



All Jews Were Expelled From Spain and Sicily. 

Chapter 13 

The Kov'im * 

The Great Scholars of the Shulchan Aruch & Torah Consolidation 

1492 


5257 

All Jews were expelled from Portugal. 

1496 


5323 

The Shulchan Aruch was completed by R.Yosef Karo. 

1563 


5330 

Shulchan Aruch Published With Supplements of Ramo. 

1570 


5332 

The Ari'zal died in Tzfat (Safed). 

1572 


5406 The Shach and Taz (on Shulchan Aruch) were printed. 

1646 


5408 Jews Were Massacred by Chmielnitzki's Forces. 

Chapter 14 

The Acharonim — Later Scholars. 

Chapter 14a , Early Acharonim 
and East European Massacres 

1648 

*See Appendix 


5433 

; The Magen Avraham (on Shulchan Aruch) was completed. 

1673 


IO 
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5437 

Shabbetai Tzvi Died as a Muslim. 

1676 

5449 

The Beit Shmuel (on the Shulchan Aruch) was printed. 

1689 

5458 

The ba'al shem tov was born. 

1698 

5494 

Jews were massacred by the Haidamack bands. 

1734 

5518 

Chapter 14b . Acharonim anti Early Chasidim. 

The Frankists instigated mass burnings of the Talmud. 

1757 

5520 

The Ba'al Shem Tov died. 

1760 

5528 

Despite resistance the Haidamacks massacre thousands. 

1768 

5532 

The Maggid of Mezeritsch died. 

1772 

5551 

The Pale of Settlement was established in Russia. 

1791 

5587 

Russia began conscripting Jewish children to the army. 

1827 

5641 

Chapter 14c , Later Acharonim and Changing Society. 

Many Jews Began Leaving RussiaAftera Wave of Pogroms. 

1881 

5665 

Many Jews were killed in (official) Russian pogroms. 

1905 

5674 

Over 500,000 Jewish soldiers fought in World War I. 

1914 

5678 

Over 60,000 Jews were killed during Russian Revolution. 

1918 

5684 

Daf HaYomi study cycle commenced. 

1923 



Chapter 15, 

The Melaktim & the Current Era. 

Chapter 15a — The Holocaust. 


5699 

Germany started World War II, and mass killing of Jews. 

1939 

5701 

200,000 Jews were killed at Babi Yar and Ponary. 

1941 

5702 

400,000 Jews of Warsaw were sent to death camps. 

1942 

5703 

The Remaining Jews in Warsaw Staged a Massive Uprising. 

1943 

5704 

300,000 Hungarian Jews were killed in 3 months. 

1944 


10 

\] 
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A 


V 


5705 

Nazi-Germany was conquered, and World War II ended. 

1945 

5705 

6 , 000,000 Jews Were Killed bythe Nazis During the War. 

1945 

5708 

Chapter 15b — 

The Independent State of Israel. 

The State of Israel Was Established in Eretz Yisrael. 

1948 

5708 

Eretz Yisrael was invaded by many Arab countries. 

1948 

5709 

The "War of Independence" (in Eretz Yisrael) ended. 

1949 

5727 

Yerushaiayim Re-united Under Jewish Rule, in Six-Day-War. 

1967 

5753 

A secret agreement signed in Oslo. 

1993 

5754 

The Last Lubavitcher Rebbe died. 

1994 

Chapter 15c — The Post—Holocaust Era. 

5756 

Yitzchak Rabin was assassinated. 

1995 

5761 

Terrorismagainst America explodes into aWorldWar(III ) 

2001 


n 


IO 

CO 
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Jewish 

Year 

1 

Chapter 1 

The New World 

- -TS£- - 

Creation Of The World, and Adam & Chava(Eve). 

Secrdar 

Year 

-3760 

130 

Sheit (Seth son of Adam) was born. 

-3631 

235 

Enosh (son of Sheit) was born. 

-3526 

325 

Keynan (son of Enosh) was born. 

-3436 

395 

Mehalalel (son of Keynan) was born. 

-3366 

460 

Ycrcd (son of Mehalalel) was born. 

-3301 

622 

Chanoch (son of Ycrcd) was born. 

-3139 

687 

Metushelach (son of Chanoch) was bom. 

-3074 

874 

Lemech II (son of Metushelach) was horn. 

-2887 

930 

Adam died. 

-2831 

1056 

Noah (son of Lemech II) was bom. 

-2705 

1536 

Noah began the construction of the ark. 

-2225 

1556 

Yaphet (son of Noah) was born. 

-2205 

1557 

Cham (son of Noah) was born. 

-2204 

1558 

Shem (son of Noah) was bom. 

-2203 

1656 

Metushelach died. 

-2105 

1656 

The Great Flood Covered The Earth. 

-2105 

1658 

Arpachshad (son of Shem) was born. 

-2103 

1693 

Shelach (son of Arpachshad) born 

-2068 

1723 

Ever (son of Shelach) was bom. 

-2038 

1757 

Peleg (son of Ever) was born. 

-2004 

1787 

Rc'u (son of Peleg) was born. 

-1974 

1819 

Serug (son of Re'u) was born. 

-1942 

1849 

Nachor I (son of Serug) was born. 

-1912 

1878 

Terach (son of Nachor I) was born. 

-1883 

1948 

Avraham (son of Terach) was born. 

-1813 



Chapter 2 

The Forefathers 



n 






1948 

Avraham (son of Terach) was born. 

-1813 

1958 

Sarah (daughter of Haran) was born. 

-1803 

1973 

Avraham married Sarah. 

-1788 

1996 

The Dispersion from Bavel after building the tower. 

-1765 


31 


2000 


Terach left Ur Kasdim with his family. -1761 
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2006 

Noach died. 

-1755 

2018 

The Covenant (brit bein habetarim) Weeh Avraham. 

-1743 

2023 

Avraham came to settle in Canaan. 

-1738 

2034 

Yishmael (son of Avraham) was born. 

-1727 

2048 

Avraham circumcised himself and Yishmael. 

-1713 

2048 

Sdom and Amorrah were destroyed. 

-1713 

2048 

Yitzchak (Isaac) was born. 

-1713 

2084 

The Akeda. YErZCHAKWAS PREPARED TO BE A SACRIHCE. 

-1677 

2084 

Sarah died. 

-1677 

2108 

Yaakov (Jacob) and Eisav (Esau) were born. 

-1653 

2123 

Avraham died. 

-1638 

2158 

Shem (son of Noach) died. 

-1603 

2171 

Yitzchak blessed Yaakov instead of Eisav. 

-1590 

2185 

Yaakov went to Charan. 

-1576 

2187 

Ever (great grandson of Shem) died. 

-1574 

2192 

Yaakov married Leah and Rachel. 

-1569 

2195 

Levi (son of Yaakov) was born. 

-1566 

2199 

Yosef (Joseph) was born. 

-1562 

2205 

Yaakov left Charan. 

-1556 

2208 

Binyamin was born. 

-1553 

2216 

Yosef was sold. 

-1545 

2228 

Yitzchak died. 

-1533 

2229 

Yosef became Viceroy of Egypt. 

-1532 

2235 

Kehot (son of Levi) was born. 

-1526 

2238 

Yaakov (And His Family) Went To Egypt. 

-1523 



Chapter 3 




Living in Egypt 



— 



2255 

Yaakov died. 

-1506 

2309 

Yosef died. 

-1542 

2332 

The enslavement in Egypt began after Levi died. 

-1429 

2368 

Moshe (Moses) was born. 

-1393 

2406 

Yehoshna (Joshua) was born. 

-1355 

2447 

Moshe encountered the burning bush. 

-1314 

2448 

The Children Of Israel Left Egypt 

-1313 
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Chapter 4 

Moshe the Leader 


Jewish 

- -3MC - 

Secular 

Year 


Year 

2448 

The Children of Israel crossed the reed sea. 

-1313 

2448 

The Revelation & Torah on Mount Sinai. 

-1313 

2448 

Moshe broke the Tablets. 

-1313 

2449 

Moshe came down Sinai with the second Tablets. 

-1312 

2449 

The Mishkan (Tabernacle) was erected. 

-1312 

2449 

The spies returned from Canaan with bad news. 

-1312 

2487 

Aharon and Miriam died. 

-1274 

2488 

Moshe died. 

-1273 



Chapter 5 



Judges & Early Prophets 


2488 

Bnei Yisrael crossed the Jordan into Canaan. 

-1273 

2503 

The apportionment of Eretz Yisrael was completed. 

-1258 

2516 

Yehoshua died. 

-1245 

2533 

The rule of Shoftim (Judges) began with Othniel ben Knaz 

-1228 

2573 

Ehud ben Gerah became leader. 

-1188 

2654 

Shamgar ben Anath died. 

-IIO7 

2654 

Devorah became leader. 

-IIO7 

2694 

Gideon became leader. 

-IO67 

2734 

Avimelech (son of Gideon) became leader. 

-1027 

2737 

Tolah ben Pu'ah became leader. 

-1024 

2758 

Ya'ir HaGil'adi became leader. 

-1003 

2779 

Yiphtach (HaGil'adi) became leader. 

-982 

2792 

Eylon (HaZevuloni) became leader. 

-969 

2802 

Avdon ben Hillel became leader. 

-959 

2810 

Shimshon (Samson) became leader. 

-951 

2830 

Eli (HaKohen) became leader. 

-931 

2854 

David ben Yishai was born. 

-907 

2871 

Shmuel became leader. 

-890 


33 
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Chapter 7 

Exile in Babylon 

Jewish Secular 

Year Year 


3339 

Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed. 

-423 

3340 

Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnetzar's dream. 

-421 

3352 

Yechezk'el prophecized about the future Beit Hamikdash. 

-410 

3389 

Daniel read the writing on the wall. 

-372 

3389 

Daniel was thrown into the lion's den. 

-372 

3390 

Zerubavel led the return to Eretz Yisrael. 

-371 

3391 

Building of Second Beit Hamikdash commenced, then halted. 

-370 

3395 

Achashverosh II made his great banquet. 

-366 

3399 

Esther was taken to the palace. 

-362 

3404 

Esther took action against Hainan's decree. 

-357 

3406 

Mordechai Proclaimed The Celebration Of Purim. 

-355 

3408 

Building of the Second Beit Hamikdash was resumed. 

-353 

3412 

The Second Beit Hamikdash Was Completed. 

-349 



Chapter S 



n 

The Second Beit Hamikdash 




Chapter Sa 

Anshei Knesset HaGedola — The Great Council of Sages 




3413 

Ezra led the second return to Eretz Yisrael. 

-348 

3426 

Nechemyah returned to rebuild walls of Yerushalayim. 

-335 

3448 

Ezra Died. 

-313 

3448 

Shimon HaTzadik met Alexander the Great. 

-313 

3449 

The Minyan Shtarot began. 

-313 


Chapter Sb — Greek Cultural Domination. 


3488 

Shimon HaTzadik died. 

-273 

3515 

72 Elders translated the Torah into Greek (Septuagint) 

-246 

3621 

The revolt of Mattityahu the Chashmona'i. 

-140 


Chapter Sc — Kingdom of Yehuda (Judea). 

Dynasty of the Chashmonaim. 


3622 

Yehuda (HaMaccabi) ruled. 

-139 

3622 

The Second Beit Hamikdash was re-dedicated. 

-139 
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Year 

2882 

2884 

2892 

2924 

2928 

2935 

2964 

2964 

2964 

3043 

3084 

3142 

3187 

3195 

3199 

3205 

3213 

3228 

3298 

3303 

3319 

3321 

3327 

3331 

3332 

3336 

3338 

3338 

3338 
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Chapter 6 

Kings and the First Beit Hamikdash 

- -TJZ- - 

Shaul was appointed king. 

David became king of Yehuda in Hevron. 

David Became King of Israel in Yerushalayim. 

Shlomo became king. 

Building of the Beit Hamikdash commenced. 

The First Beit Hamikdash Was Completed 
Shlomo Died and His Kingdom Was Divided. 

Rechav'am (son of Shlomo) became king of Yehuda. 
Yerav'am hen Nevat became king over Yisrael. 

Eliyahu went up in a chariot of fire. 

Yeho'ash I (Joash) renovated the Beit Hamikdash. 
Yeshayahu (Isaiah) began his prophecies. 

The first two of the ten tribes were exiled. 

Another two of the ten tribes were exiled. 
Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) became king of Yehuda. 

The Last of the Ten Tribes Were Exiled. 

Sancheriv invaded Eretz Yehuda and retreated. 

Menasheh (son of Chizkiyahu) became king of Yehuda. 
Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) began his prophecies. 
Yoshiyahu (Josiah) renovated the Beit Hamikdash. 
Yerushalayim was conquered, and Yehoyakim exiled. 
Yehoyakim burned the Megilla (Eycha) composed by Yirmiyahu. 
Yerushalayim conquered again, and Yehoyachin exiled. 
Yirmiyahu persisted in prophesying calamity. 
Yechezk'el (Ezekiel) prophecized in exile. 

The final Babylonian siege of Yerushalayim 
The walls of Yerushalayim were penetrated. 

The sacrifices ceased in the Beit Hamikdash. 

The First Beit Hamikdash Was Destroyed. 



Secular 

Year 

-879 

-877 

-869 

-837 

-833 

-827 

-797 

-797 

-797 

-718 

-677 

-619 

-574 

-566 

-562 

-556 

-548 

-533 

-463 

-458 

-442 

-440 

-434 

-430 

-429 

-425 

-423 

-423 

-423 
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3623 Chanuka Was Declared A Festival. -138 


3628 

Yehuda (HaMaccabi) was killed in battle. 

-133 

3628 

Yonatan (son of Mattityahu) ruled. 

-133 

3634 

Shimon (son of Mattityahu) ruled. 

-127 

3642 

Yochanan Hyrkanos (son of Shimon) ruled. 

-119 

3668 

Yehuda Aristoblus (son of Yochanan Hyrkanos) ruled. 

-93 

3670 

Alexander Yannai (son of Yochanan Hyrkanos) ruled. 

-91 

3688 

Shalomit (Queen Salome, wife of Alexander Yannai) ruled. 

-73 

3696 

Aristoblus II (son of Alexander Yannai) ruled. 

-65 

3700 

The Romans gained control of Yehuda (Judea). 

-61 

3700 

Hyrkanos II (son of Alexander Yannai) ruled. 

-61 

3721 


Antigonus (son of Aristoblus II) ruled. 

-40 



Chapter Sd — Roman Client Kings & Rulers. 

The Herodian Dynasty. 


3725 

Herod I ruled, killing all the Chashmona'im. 

-36 

3728 

Hillel became leader of the Torah scholars. 

-33 

3742 

Herod I began rebuilding the Second Beit Hamikdash. 

-19 

3750 

Renovation of the Second Beit Hamikdash was completed. 

-11 

3761 


Archelaus (son of Herod I) ruled. 

1 

3768 

Hillel Died. 

8 

3770 

Archelaus was deposed by the Roman Emperor. 

10 

3781 


Agrippa I (grandson of Herod I) ruled. 

21 

3788 The Sanhedrin moved from the Second Beit Hamikdash. 

28 

3804 

Agrippa II (son of Agrippa I) ruled. 

44 

3810 

Raban Gamliel I (son of Shimon, son of Hillel) died. 

50 

3826 

Vespasian arrived in Yehuda to reassert Roman authority. 

66 

3829 The Second Beit Hamikdash Was Destroyed. 

69 



Chapter 9 

The Talmudic Era — The Mishna 



n 






3834 

R.Yochanan ben Zakkai died. 

74 

3846 

Sanhedrin moved from place to place, under R.Gamliel II. 

86 

3893 

Betar fell, and "Bar Kochba's" revolt ended in tragedy. 

133 

3894 

Judaism was banned, and R.Akiva was imprisoned. 

134 

3949 R.Yehuda Hanassi Completed The Mishna Around This Time. 

189 
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37 


4187 

4235 


Jewish 

Year 

3979 

Chapter 10 

The Talmudic Era — The Gemara 

Secular 

Year 

219 

Rav Left Eretz Yisrael and settled in Bavel (Babylonia). 

4007 

Shmuel was the Talmudic authority in Bavel. 

247 

4014 

R.Yochaiian was the leading Talmudic authority. 

254 

4050 

R.Huna was the leading Talmudic authority. 

290 

4058 

R.Yehuda was the leading Talmudic authority. 

298 

4060 

R.Chisda was the leading Talmudic authority. 

300 

4069 

Rabbah was the leading Talmudic authority. 

309 

4081 

R.Yosef was the leading Talmudic authority. 

321 

4085 

Abayey was the leading Talmudic authority. 

325 

4098 

Rava was the leading Talmudic authority. 

338 

4119 

Hillel II (who established the calendar) became Nassi. 

359 

4152 

R.Ashi was the leading Talmudic authority. 

392 


Thi 


died after the compilation of the Gemara. 427 

jd Was Complete, When Ravina II Died. 475 


Chapter 11 

The Talmudic Academies ofBavel 

Chapter 11a — The Rabbanan SAVURAI 


4311 

Mar Zutra proclaimed Jewish self-rule in Babylonia. 

551 

Chapter lib — The Ge’ONIM , and Arabic Dominion 

4349 

The Metivta of Pumpedita was reconstituted. 

589 

4369 

The Metivta of Sura was reconstituted. 

609 

4374 

The Persians conquered Eretz Yisrael. 

614 

4374 

Jews Were Allowed to Return to Yerushalayim. 

614 

4389 

The Byzantine (E.Roman) Empire reconquered Eretz Yisrael. 

629 

4396 

R.Yitzchak was the last Gaon of Neharde'a (Firuz-Shabur). 

636 

4397 

The Arabs conquered Eretz Yisrael. 

637 

4405 

One of the "Takkanot HaGe'onim" was enacted at this time. 

645 

4515 

R.Acha(i) Gaon left Bavel (Iraq) for Eretz Yisrael. 

755 

4519 

R.Yehudai became Gaon of Sura. 

759 

4519 

The Halachot Gedolot (BaHaG) was written at this time. 

759 

4548 

Another of "Takkanot HaGe'onim" was enacted at this time. 

788 
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4618 

4688 

4715 

4728 

4757 

4798 

4800 

4848 

4856 

4859 

4863 

4865 

4895 

4904 

4907 

4907 

4908 

4925 

4931 

4935 

4944 

4948 

4949 

4950 

4951 

4954 

4959 

4965 

4996 

5002 

5004 

5012 

5027 
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R.Amram (who wrote the Siddur) became Gaon of Sura. 858 

Rbnu.Saadya was appointed Gaon of Sura. 928 

"Four Captives" were ransomed at around this time. 955 

R.Sherira became Gaon of Pumpedita. 968 

R.Hai became (the last) Gaon of Pumpedita. 997 

R.Hai Gaon Died, and the Academies of Bavel Declined. 1038 


Chapter 12 

The Rishonim — Early Scholars 

Chapter 12a — Early Rishonim , Tosaphot, 
anil the Crusade Massacres. 


Rbnu.Gershom Me'or HaGola died. 1040 

The Rif arrived in Spain (from Morocco). 1088 

Crusaders ( 1 st) Destroyed Jewish Communities. 1096 

Yerushalayim was captured by the Crusaders. 1099 

The Rif Died. 1103 

Ra w—m ;d, and the Era of the Tosaphot Began. 1105 
Ea Rambam (Maimonides) Was Born. 1135 

The First ( Recorded ) Blood Libel Took Place. 1144 

Crusaders ( 2 nd) attacked Jewish communities. 1147 

Rabbenu Tam was captured by the Crusaders. 1147 

The Rambam's and the Radak's families left Cordova. 1148 

The Rambam visited Eretz Yisrael. 1165 

Rabbenu Tam died. 1171 

The Rashbam died. 1175 

The young son of the Ri was killed. 1184 

Jews were allowed to return to Yerushalayim. 1187 

R.Yaakov D'Orleans was killed in London. 1189 

Jews were massacred in England, in the 3 rd Crusade. 1190 

The Radak wrote his commentary. 1191 

The Ramban (Naclnnanides) was born. 1194 

The Ra'avad died. 1198 

The Rambam died. 1204 

Rampaging mobs massacred Jews in France. 1236 

A massive burning of the Talmud took place in Paris. 1242 

Yerushalayim was sacked by Egyptians and Turks. 1244 

The Inquisition began to use torture. 1252 

The Ramban (left Spain and) settled in Eretz Yisrael. 1267 
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5030 

The Ramban died. 


1270 

5046 

The Maharam MeRothenburg was imprisoned. 

1286 

5050 

New works advanced the study of Kabbala. 


1290 

5050 

The Era of the Tosaphot Concluded at Around The 

Time. 

1290 


Chapter 12b — Later Rishonim, 
Persecutions . anil Expulsions. 

n 






5050 

All Jews were expelled from England. 


1290 

5053 

The Maharam MeRothenburg died in prison. 


1293 

5058 

The Rindfleisch massacres began. 


1298 

5058 

The 'Mordechai' and Hagahot Maimoniyot were killed. 

1298 

5065 

The Rashba placed a limited ban on philosophy. 


1305 

5065 

The Rosh (and his son, the Tur) arrived in Spain. 


1305 

5066 

All Jews were expelled from France. 


1306 

5070 

The Rashba died. 


1310 

5080 

Jews were massacred by the Pastoureaux Crusaders. 


1320 

5088 

The Rosh died. 


1327 

5096 

Jews of Germany were massacred by the Armledder bands. 

1336 

5098 

The Ralbag wrote his commentary on the Bible. 


1338 

5109 

The Black Death Massacres Swept Across Europe. 

1349 

5127 

The Ran, Rivash, and other scholars in Spain, were imprisoned. 

1367 

5151 

Jews of Spain were massacred — many became Marranos. 

1391 

5151 

The Rivash and Rashbatz left Spain. 


1391 

5155 

The Final expulsion of Jews from France. 


1394 

5173 

R.Yosef Albo was in a forced debate with Christians. 


1413 

5181 

Jews in Austria were massacred in the Wiener Gezera. 

1421 

5235 

The Invention of Printing Was Used For Jewish Books. 

1475 

5241 

The Inquisition was established in Spain. 


1481 

5248 

R.Ovadya Bertinura settled in Yerushalayim. 


1488 

5251 

Columbus consulted R.Avraham Zacuto for his travels. 

1491 

5252 

All Jews Were Expelled From Spain and Sicily. 

1492 


Chapter 13 

The Kov'irn * 




The Great Scholars of the Shulchan Aruch & Torah Consolidation 


5253 

R.Yitzchak Abarbanel arrived in Naples, from Spain. 


1493 

5257 

All Jews were expelled from Portugal. 


1496 

5276 

The Eyn Yaakov was printed. 


1516 
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5276 The Turks (Ottoman Empire) conquered Eretz Yisrael. 1516 

5285 R.Yosef Yoselman saved many Jews during the Peasants War. 1525 

5314 A mass burning of Jewish books took place in Rome. 1553 

5323 The Shulchan Aruch was completed by R.Yosef Karo. 1563 

5330 Shulchan Aruch Published With Supplements of Ramo. 1570 

5332 The Ari'zal died in Tzfat (Safed). 1572 

5333 The Maharal came to Prague. 1573 

5334 The Maharshal died. 1573 

5335 R.Yosef Karo died in Tzfat. 1575 

5359 The Maharal returned to Prague again. 1599 

5374 The Maharsha became Rabbi in Lublin. 1614 

5377 The Tosaphot Yom Tov commentary was concluded. 1616 

5382 The Shaloh arrived in Eretz Yisrael. 1621 

5389 R.Y0111 Tov Lipman Heller was imprisoned in Prague. 1629 

5400 R.Yoel Sirkes, the Bach, died. 1640 

5406 The Shach and Taz (on Shulchan Aruch) were printed. 1646 

5408 Jews Were Massacred by Chmielnitzki's Forces. 1648 

* See Appendix D 

_ Chapter 14 




Chapter 14a, Early Acharonim 
anti East European Massacres 

5414 The first Jews settled in New Amsterdam (New York). 1654 

5415 Many Jews killed in Russian and Swedish invasions of Poland. 1655 

5416 Jews were permitted to live in England. 1656 

5416 Baruch Spinoza was excommunicated. 1656 

5433 The Magen Avraham (on Shulchan Aruch) was completed. 1673 

5437 SHABBETAI TZVI DIED AS A MUSLIM. 1676 

5449 The Beit Shmuel (on the Shulchan Aruch) was printed. 1689 

5458 The ba'al shem tov was born . 1698 

5463 The Pnei Yehoshua's family were killed in an explosion. 1702 

5472 The Siftei Chaehamim was arrested. 1712 

5484 R.Yaakov Culi (Me'am Lo'ez) arrived in Constantinople. 1724 

5487 The Mishneh LeMelech died. 1727 

5494 Jews were massacred by the Haidamack bands. 1734 

Chapter 14b, Acharonim and Early Chassidim. 

5501 The Or HaChayim arrived in Eretz Yisrael. 1741 
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R.Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (Ramchal) died in Acco (Acre). 
R.Yonatan Eybeshutz became Rabbi in Hamburg. 

The Noda BiYehuda became Rabbi in Prague. 

The Frankists instigated mass burnings of the Talmud. 

Frankists supported blood libel charges in public 'debate'. 

The Ba'al Shem Tov died. 

The Va'ad Arba Aratzot was discontinued. 

Despite resistance the Haidamacks massacre thousands. 

The Maggid of Mezeritsch died. 

R.N. Adler and Chassam Sofer visited the Noda BiYehuda. 
R.Elimelech of Lizensk died. 

The Pale of Settlement was established in Russia. 

Jews suffered in Reign of Terror of French Revolution. 

The Vilna Gaon died. 

The Ba'al HaTanya was released from first imprisonment. 
Napoleon led an army expedition through Eretz Yisrael. 

The Chida (R.Chaim Yosef David Azulai) died. 

The Chassam Sofer became Rabbi in Pressbnrg. 

R.Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev died. 

R.Nachman of Bratslav died. 

R.Akiva Eger became Rabbi in Posen. 

Kozhnitzer Maggid and Yehudi of Pershisskha, both died. 

Chozeh of Lublin, and R.Mendel of Rymanov, both died. 

Anti Jewish (Hep Hep!) riots spread throughout Germany. 

Russia began conscripting Jewish children to the army. 

Adm.R.Yisrael of Ruzhin was released from imprisonment. 

Chapter 14c, Later Acharonim and Changing Society. 

The Tzemach Tzedek of Lubavitch was repeatedly arrested in Russia. 

Sir Moshe Montefiorc visited Russia to help local Jews. 

R.Yisrael Salanter left Vilna. 

R.Shimshon Rapha'el Hirsch became Rabbi in Frankfort am Main. 
R.Menachem Mendel of Kotzk died. 

The Malbim was imprisoned, and then expelled from Rumania. 
Chidushei HaRim, Tiferet Shlomo, and Tzemach Tzedek, died. 

The Chafetz Chaim was published. 

The Minchat Chinuch died. 

Petach Tikva agricultural settlement was established. 

Many Jews Began Leaving RussiaAfter a Wave of Pogroms. 
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5646 

R.Shlomo Ganzfried (author of Kitzur Shulehan Aruch) died. 

1886 

5652 

R.Chaim (Brisker) became Rabbi in Brisk. 

1892 

5665 

The Sfass Emcss died. 

1905 

5665 

Many Jews were killed in (official) Russian pogroms. 

1905 

5671 


Chazon Ish was published. 

1911 

5674 

Over 500,000 Jewish soldiers fought in World War 1 . 

1914 

5678 Over 60,000 Jews were killed during Russian Revolution. 

1918 

5684 

Daf HaYomi study cycle commenced. 

1923 

5687 

The Lubaviteller Rebbe was released from Soviet prison. 

1927 

5699 

Jews were attacked in the Kristallnacht pogroms in Germany. 

1938 



Chapter 15, 



n 

The Melaktim & the Current Era. 




Chapter 15a — The Holocaust. 





5699 

Germany started World War II, and mass killing of Jews. 

1939 

5701 

Nazi-Germany unexpectedly invaded Russia. 

1941 

5701 

200,000 Jews were killed at Babi Yar and Ponary. 

1941 

5702 

400,000 Jews of Warsaw were sent to death camps. 

1942 

5703 

Nazi-Germany experienced massive losses in the battle of Stalingrad. 

1943 

5703 The Remaining Jews in Warsaw Staged a Massive Uprising. 

1943 

5703 

Jewish uprisings at Treblinka, Sobibor, and Bialystoek. 

1943 

5703 

The Danish people quietly rescued 93 % of their Jews to safety. 

1943 

5704 

300,000 Hungarian Jews were killed in 3 months. 

1944 

5705 

Uprising in Auschwitz DEATH CAMT just before freedom. 

1944 

5705 Nazi-Germany was conquered, and World War II ended. 

1945 

5705 6 , 000,000 Jews Were Killed bythe Nazis During the War. 

1945 



Chapter 15b — 

The Inrlepenrlent State of Israel. 


5707 

Publication of the Talmud Encyclopedia was commenced. 

1947 

5708 

The United Nations divided Eretz Yisrael. 

1947 

5708 

Arabs attacked in Eretz Yisrael, to gain territory. 

1947 

5708 the State of Israel Was Established in Eretz Yisrael. 

1948 

5708 

Eretz Yisrael was invaded by many Arab countries. 

1948 

5709 

The "War of Independence" (in Eretz Yisrael) ended. 

1949 

5710 


All Jews left the ancient Jewish community of Iraq. 

1950 

5710 


Almost all Jews of Yemen emigrated to Eretz Yisrael. 

1950 

5717 


Jewish forces invaded Egypt and conquered the Sinai Desert. 

1956 
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5727 

Yerushalayim Re-united Under Jewish Rule, in Six-Day-War. 

1967 

5734 

2,500 Jewish soldiers were killed in the Yom-Kippur-War. 

1973 

5742 

Massive enemy arsenals were discovered in Lebanon. 

1982 

5753 

A secret agreement signed in Oslo. 

1993 

5754 

The Last Lubavitcher Rebbe died. 

1994 

Chapter 15c — The Post-Holocaust Era. 

- -TS£- - 

5756 

Yitzchak Rabin was assassinated. 

1995 

5760 

Court rules that Revisionist Historians are Nazi sympathizers 

2000 

5761 

Terrorism against America explodes into aWorld War (III) 

2001 

5763 

Jewish astronaut with Torah scroll in fiery return from space. 

2003 
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Jewish 

Year 

1 

Chapter 1 

The New World 

- -TJZ- - 

Creation Of The World, and Adam & Chava(Eve). 

Secular 

Year 

-3760 

130 


Sheit (Seth soil of Adam) was born. 

-3631 

235 


Enosh (soil of Sheit) was born. 

-3526 

325 


Key nan (son of Enosh) was born. 

-3436 

395 


Mehalalel (son of Kcynan) was born. 

-3366 

460 


Yered (son of Mehalalel) was born. 

-3301 

622 


Chanoch (son of Yered) was born. 

-3139 

687 


Metushelach (son of Chanoch) was bom. 

-3074 

874 


Lemech II (son of Metushelach) was born. 

-2887 

930 


Adam died. 

-2831 

1056 


n Noah (son of Lemech II) was born. 

-2705 

1536 


E9 Noah began the construction of the ark. 

-2225 

1556 


Yaphet (son of Noah) was born. 

-2205 

1557 


Cham (son of Noah) was born. 

-2204 

1558 


Shem (son of Noah) was bom. 

-2203 

1656 


Metushelach died. 

-2105 

1656 


The Great Flood Covered The Earth. 

-2105 

1658 


Arpachshad (son of Shem) was born. 

-2103 

1693 


Shelach (son of Arpachshad) born 

-2068 

1723 


Ever (son of Shelach) was born. 

-2038 

1757 


Peleg (son of Ever) was born. 

-2004 

1787 


Re'11 (son of Peleg) was born. 

-1974 

1819 


Serug (son of Re'u) was born. 

-1942 

1849 


Nachor I (son of Serug) was born. 

-1912 

1878 


Terach (son of Nachor I) was born. 

-1883 

1948 


Avraham (son of Terach) was born. 

-1813 
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Section I 

THE BEGINNINGS 



Chapter 1 

The New World 

- -7SC - 


The first Chapter (tekufa, era) in 
Jewish history, begins with the 
Creation of the world, as mentioned 
(but not described) in the Bible. 
The chapter ends with the birth of 
Avraham where a new and signifi¬ 
cant chapter begins. 

This book assumes that the reader is conver¬ 
sant with the basic text of the Chumash 
(Bible), and therefore reference is made to 
many events without describing them. 
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For centuries Jews have counted their beginnings 
from Biblical creation. At this point in time, science 
has effectively proven that the earth appears to be 
very much older than the 5764 years we traditionally 
count in Jewish history. 

Science, however, has not yet proven that it was not 
initially created to appear that way, and that on the 
very first day after completion it already appeared to 
be at an advanced evolutionary stage—a “complete” 
world, as mentioned in the Talmud [Chul.60a, Tos, see 
Mid.Rab.Br.l4.7, RambanBr.5.4]. A world with a mature man, 
mature trees, and mature rock formations. 

*4 the English philosopher Bertrand Russel has 
i that there is nothing, scientific or otherwise, 
rrovc the following theoretical statement: “The 
^ was created two days ago.” Our memories, this 
book, everything around us would all be part of that 
creation. The trees would have many rings, to show 
their apparent age, and old people would have 
wrinkles and memories, to indicate the many years 
they appear to have lived. 

Frustrating as this argument may be, just the fact 
that our experience is so real to us, this certainty 
of our experience is not enough to serve as a logical 
proof that the world is any older than two days. 
Russel was, of course, only presenting an argument 
in which neither he nor anyone else believes. However, 
it is an argument that is useful in illustrating the 
limitations of scientific proof, when such proof is based 
upon what is essentially a philosophical notion — that 
the earth is (oris not) as old as it appears to he. Or in the 
words of Albert Einstein (in a letter to a friend), “The 
truth is by no means given to us, given to us are the data 
of our consciousness.” And measuring that data does 
naught to providing the truth. 
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-**- 1 -3760 -**- 

Creation of the World, Adam & Chava (Eve). 

The world was created in six days, and upon 
completion had the appearance of being fully 
developed and aged. Adam was created as a 
fully mature man (See opposite page.) [Tal. Chul. 60a, Tos./ 
Mid.Rab.Br. 14.7/Ramban Br.5. 4]. 

The first day of creation was the 25th Elul in 
the Jewish Year -1, or some call it 0 or 1. 
Adam and Chava (Eve) were created on the 
1st Tishrei [ Mid.Rab. Vay.29 / Pir.Dr.El.8 /RaN.R.H.3a/ 
Mmn.Hil.Kid.Hach.6.8, Shmitt. 10.2]. 




41 » -3720 


Kayin and Hevel (Cain and Abel) were born with 
twin sisters, whom they later married. Kayin 
lived long (see 1656) and had many children 


[Tal.San.58b / Mid.Rab. B' 

Yer. Yev. 11.1 (61a)]. Kayin 
Hevel’s twin was Balb: 

Some say that all ch 
erations were born as twins [Sed.Had.]. 

Kayin (Cain) killed Hevel (Abel) in the year 41 


99,2, Koh. 6.3/Rashi 

was Kalmana, 

mel Br.4.1], 

if the first gen- 


[Mid. Tan.Br.Br. 9]. 


—-— 130 » -3631 —-— 

Sheit (Seth, son of Adam) was born in 130 [Bible 

Br.5.3]. 

Kayin had a son Chanoch (and built a city in his 
name). He in turn had Irad, who had Mechuyael, 
who had Metushael, who had Lemech I - simi¬ 
lar names to the children of Sheit [Bible Br. 4 . 1 7, is]. 

--- 235 -3526 --- 

Enosh (son of Sheit) was born in 235 / Bible 

Br.5.6]. 

He was the first to introduce idolatiy [Bible Br. 4 . 26 / 
Mmn.Hil.A.Z. 1.1], Some Say in 266 [Pane’achRaza.q.Sed.Had.], 
and others say after Adam died, in 930 [Ramban/ 
sed.Had.]. In his lifetime (what appears to have been) 
a massive tidal wave (tsunami) swept in from the 
ocean and engulfed a third of the world [Mid.Tan. 

Sh. Yit. 16, Rab.Br.23.7/ Rashi.Br.6.4]. 


Br.5.9]. Some say that at the age of 40, Keynan 
ruled wisely over all the people, and that he 
predicted a flood if they would continue to 
indulge in immoral behavior (and he en¬ 
graved this prediction on stone.) [Yuch. 1 . 1235 / 
Sed.Had.]. 


—-— 395 » -3366 —-— 

Mehalalel (son of Keynan) was born in 395 

[Bible 5.12]. 

Lemech I, the descendant of Kayin, had three 
sons, Yaval, the first nomadic shepherd; 
Yuval, who invented musical instruments; 
and Tuval Kayin, the first to work with met¬ 
als [Bible 4 . 20 - 22 ]. He also had a daughter called 
Na’ama, see 1554\-2207. 


- -TS£- - 460 -3301 -- 

Yered (son of Mehalalel) was born [Bible Br. 5 . 1 5]. 


-**- 622 -3139--- 

Chanoch (son of Yered) was born in 622 [Bible 
Br.5. is]. Chanoch was a man of high moral 
standing and was asked to rule over the 
people (according to some), which he did for 
243 years. He (also) waged a war (they say) 
against the descendants of Kayin, and sug¬ 
gested different diets and life-styles for vari¬ 
ous geographic locations [Sef Hay./Sed.Had.]. 


-**- 687 W -3074 -**- 

Metushelaeh (Methuselah) was born. 

Metushelach (son of Chanoch) was born in 
687 [BibleBr.5. 21 ]. Metushelach who lived for 969 
years, was the longest living person (see 
1656\-2105) on record [Bible Br.5. 27 ]. 

Only those recorded in the Bible lived such 
very long lives, according to some, while oth¬ 
ers lived natural life-spans [Mmn.cd.Ppi.2. 47 ]. 


--- 325 » -3436 --- 

Keynan (son of Enosh) was born in 325 [Bible 


-^- 874 w -2887--- 

Lemech II (son of Metushelach) was born [ Bible 

Br.5.2 5]. 
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930 W* -2831 


1422 -2339 


Adam died. 


Yered died [BibleBr. 5 . 20 ]. 


Adam died [Bible Br.s.sj, and was buried in Ma’arat 
Hamachpelah at Hevron (Hebron) [Tai.Eru.53a/ 

Mid.Rab.Sh.58.4j. 


974 -2787 


—-— 1536 -2225 —-— 

Noah began the construction of the ark in 1536 
[Bible Br. 6 . 3 /sed.Had.j. Noah invented agricultural 
equipment [Mid. TanBr.Br. 11/ Zoh. Br. Br. 58b /Rashi Br. 5.29]. 


Na’ama (daughter of Chanoch) was born in 
974 [Sed.Had.j see 1554\-2207. 


1554 ® -2207 


—-— 987 -2774 - rZGZ - 

Chanoch died [Bible Br.5. 2 3], and (some say) Me- 
tushelach his son succeeded him as ruler (see 
622\-3139) [SefHay./Sed.Had.j. 


1042 


L 9 


Sheit died [Bible Br. 5 .8], and (some say) he was 
buried in Arbe’el [Sed.Had.j. 


-**- IO56 w -2705 -**- 

Noah was born. 

Noah (son of Lemech II) was born / Bible 
Br. 5 . 28 , 29 ] . Some say Lemech II married 
Ashmua, daughter of his uncle Elishua (the 
son of Chanoch) and that Noah was named 
by Metushelach (his paternal grandfather and 
also, as a son of Chanoch, his maternal great 
uncle), but (that) his father called him Men- 
achem [ Sef.Hay./ Sed.Had.j. 


1140 -2621 


Noah married Na’ama, (some say) in 1554 
[Sed.Had.j. There were two women known by the 
name of Na’ama. One was the daughter of Cha¬ 
noch (see 974\-2787), the other was the sister 
of Tuval Kayin (see 395\-3366) (and a descen¬ 
dant of Kayin). There is a difference of opinion 
as to which one was Noah’s wife / Mid.Rab. Br. 23 . 3 / 
Rashi Br.4.22, Sif.Chach /Sed. Had.]. 


-**- 1556 -2205 -**- 

Yaphet (son of Noah) was born [Bible Br. 5 . 32 , Rashi]. 
One of the sons of Yaphet (see 1651\-2110) 
was Yavan, [Bible Br. 10 . 2 ], whom the Greeks were 
named after. The others were Gomer (see 1787\- 
1974), Magog, Maday (Mediens), Meshech and 
Tiras [Bible Br. io. 2 j. Tiras was considered an an¬ 
cestor of the Persians [Tal.Yom.10a / Mid. Rab. Br.37.lj. 


—-— 1557 -2204 —-— 

Cham (son of Noah) was born in 1557 [Sed.Had.j. 
One of the sons of Cham (see 1651\-2110) 
was Kush, after whom the black people of 
Africa were named; another was Mitzrayim, 
antecedent of the Egyptians; another was Put, 
and the fourth was Canaan [Bible Br.io.6j. 


Enosh died [Bible Br.5.11]. 

--- 1235 — -2526 --- 

Keynan died [Bible Br. 5 . 14 ], and (some say) he 
was buried in the Indian islands [Yuch. 1 . 1235 ]. 

-**- 1290 w -2471 -**- 

Mehalalel died [Bible Br. 5 . 1 7]. 


--- 1558 -2203 --- 

Shem was born. 

Shem (son of Noah) was born [Bible Br. 11 . 10 j. The 
descendants of Shem are still called Semites. 
Shem was also called MalkiTzedek king of 
Shalem, a town which was later called 
YeruShalem (see 2084\ -1677) [Bible Br. 14 . 1 8/ 
Tal.Ned.32b/ Mid.Yal.Br.22.102j. One of Shem’s SOnS 
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(see 1651\-2110) was Ashur (see 1996\- 
1765), after whom the Assyrians were named; 
another was Aram. The others were Lud, 
Eylam, and Arpachshad (see 1658\-2103) 

[Bible Br. 10.22]. 


--- 1651 -2110 -**- 

Lemech II (father of Noah) died [Bible Br. 5.3 
1 ]. Some say that construction of the ark was 
speeded up in this year / Sef.Hay./Sed.Had.]. Some say 
that the three sons of Noah married three daugh¬ 
ters of Elyakum the son of Metushelach [Sef.Hay./ 
Sed.Had.]. 


1656 -2105 


The great flood covered the earth. 

Metushelach died on the 11th Cheshvan (the 7th 
day before the flood be 
Some maintain that K 

[Mid.Rab. Sh.31.17], If SO, he' 



3 Br. 7.4/Tal. San. 108b]. 

o) died this year 
Metushelach by 
many years. Kayin was killed by his descendant 
Lemech I (see 130\-3631), who was blind. He had 
gone hunting with his son, Tuval Kayin, who di¬ 
rected his aim, but mistook Kayin’s movement in 
the distance for an animal. Lemech I was so upset 
he killed his son in his frenzy [Rashi Br. 4 . 23 ]. 

The ark had just been completed in 1656 (see 
1536\-2225, 1651 \-2110). The great flood be¬ 
gan on the 17th Cheshvan [Bible Br. 7 .5-7], All the 
people perished in the flood except for Noah 
and his family. However, Sichon and Og — 
the giants (see 2487\-1274) — were not af¬ 
fected by the flood [Mid.Rab.Dev.ll.10/Tal.Nid.61a]. 

It rained for forty days and ended on the 28th 
Kislev. The waters began to recede 150 days 
later, on the 1st Sivan, and the ark came to 
rest on the mountain-top on the 17th Sivan. 
On the 1st Av the mountains appeared out of 
the water. On the 10th Elul Noah sent the 
raven, and on the 17th he sent the 1st dove. 
On the 24th Elul he sent the 2nd dove which 
returned with a small olive branch, and on the 
1st Tishrei he sent the 3rd dove which did not 
return [Bible Br.7.17,24; 8.4-14, Rashi/Mid. Rab.Br.33.7]. 


[Bible Br. 8.14]. They were in the ark for one full 
(lunar) year and eleven days, the equivalent of 
one solar year [Mid.Rab.Br. 33 .7]. The ark settled on 
the mountains of Ararat, in Armenia [Bible Br. 8 . 4 , 
Targ.Yer./ Yuch.5.2/ Sed.Had.]. Noah and his sons named 
the constellations [Mmn.HU. Yes.Hat. 3 .7]. After the 
flood, Noah was allowed (in a revelation) to eat 
meat — which had not been allowed since 
Adam. He also received a code of seven laws for 
all humanity to live by [Bible Br. 9.1-7/ Tal.San.59b, 56a]. 

-**- 1658 W -2103 -—- 

Arpachshad (son of Shem) was born [Bible Br. 
11 . 10 ]. Canaan once saw his grandfather Noah 
naked and drunk, and reported this to his fa¬ 
ther Cham. Cham had been concerned that 
his father Noah may have more children, so 
he took this opportunity to castrate him. 
When Noah realized what had happened, he 
cursed them both [Bible Br.9.21-27, Rashi /Tal.San.70a/ 
Mid.Rab.Bam. 10.2/ Rashi Br. 9.25]. 


- -7 S £ 1693 -2068 - rrsz - 

Shelach (son of Arpachshad) was born [ Bible 
Br. 11 . 12 ]. Some say that Aner and Eshkol, who 
were allies of Avraham [Bible Br. 14 . 13 , 24 ], were 
also SOnS Of Arpachshad [Sef.Hay./Sed.Had.[. 

- - avz - 1723 -2038 -**- 

Ever was born. 

Ever (son of Shelach) was born [Bible Br. 11 . 1 4]. 
Some say the name “Hebrews” comes from 
Ever, and others say because Avraham came 
to Canaan from the other side of the river 
(Ever HaNahar) [Mid.Rab. 42 .8]. 


-—- 1757 -2004 -**- 

Peleg (son of Ever) was born [Bible Br. 11 . 1 6]. Ever 
had another son, called Yaktan, who in turn 
had 13 sons. One was called Yovav, and an¬ 
other Avimael (see 2218\-1543) [BibieBr. 10 . 25 - 29 ]. 


1657 «■- -2104 


I787 -1974 


Noah stayed in the ark (together with all that 
were with him) until the earth’s surface was 
hard. They came out on the 27th Cheshvan 


Re’u (son of Peleg) was born [Bible Br. 11 . 1 8]. 
Ashkenaz was born one year before Re’u (1786) 
[Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. He was the son of Gomer who 
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peoples were named after him [Tai.Yom.ioa/ 

Mid.Rab.Br.37.ij. Nimrod, son of Kush (see 1557\- 
2204), became king in 1788 (according to some) 

[Tzem.Dav. /Sed.Had.J, 

-**- 1819 -1942 -**- -**- 1878 -1883 -**- 

Serug (son of Re’u) was born [Bible Br. 11 . 20 j. Terach (son of Nachor I) was born [Bible Br. 11 . 24 j. 


- - 1849 -1912 —**— 

Nachor I (son of Serug) was born [Bible Br. 11 . 22 ]. 
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Jewish 

Year 

1948 


Chapter 2 

The Forefathers 

- -TJZ- - 

Avraham (son of Terach) was born. 

Secular 

Year 

-1813 

1958 


Sarah (daughter of Haran) was born. 

-1803 

1973 


Avraham married Sarah. 

-1788 

1996 

The Dispersion from Bavel after building the tower. 

-1765 

2000 


Terach left Ur Kasdim with his family. 

-1761 

2006 


Noach died. 

-1755 

2018 

The Covenant (brit bein habetarim) Wtih Avraham. 

-1743 

2023 


Avraham came to settle in Canaan. 

-1738 

2034 


Yishmael (son of Avraham) was born. 

-1727 

2048 

Avraham circumcised himself and Yishmael. 

1713 

2048 


Sdom and Amorrah were destroyed. 

-1713 

2048 

□ 

Yitzchak (Isaac) was born. 

-1713 

2084 

\. Yitzchak Was Prepared To Be A Sacrihce. 

-1677 

2084 


Sarah died. 

-1677 

2108 

Yaakov (Jacob) and Eisav (Esau) were born. 

1653 

2123 


Avraham died. 

-1638 

2158 


Shem (son of Noach) died. 

-1603 

2171 

Yitzchak blessed Yaakov instead of Eisav. 

1590 

2185 


Yaakov went to Charan. 

-1576 

2187 


Ever (great grandson of Shem) died. 

-1574 

2192 


Yaakov married Leah and Rachel. 

-1569 

2195 


Levi (son of Yaakov) was born. 

-1566 

2199 


Yosef (Joseph) was born. 

-1562 

2205 


Yaakov left Charan. 

-1556 

2208 


Binyamin was born. 

-1553 

2216 


Yosef was sold. 

-1545 

2228 


Yitzchak died. 

-1533 

2229 


Yosef became Viceroy of Egypt. 

1532 

2235 


Kcliot (son of Levi) was born. 

-1526 

2238 Yaakov (And His Family) Went To Egypt. 

1523 
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Section I 

THE BEGINNINGS 



Chapter 2 

The Forefathers 

- -TS£- - 


The second Chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish history 
begins with the birth of Avraham, 
covering the period dominated by the 
forefathers. 

It ends when Yaakov went to Egypt 
with all his family. 

This book assumes that the reader is conversant 
with the basic text of the Chumash (Bible), and 
therefore makes reference to many events without 
describing them. 
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-**- 1948 » -1813 -**- 

Avraham was born. 

Avraham was born, either in Nissan or in 
Tishrei [Bible Br. 11 . 26 / Tai. R.H.iob, iia]. (If he was born 
in Tishrei, it was probably before the 10th (see 
2048\-1713).) His father Terach had two other 
sons, Nachor II and Haran. After Avraham was 
born in the city of Kutha (in Aram), Terach moved 
eastward to Ur Kasdim where Haran was born. 
Nachor II had remained in the land of Aram [Bible 
Br. 11.31; 24.10/ Bachya Br.11.28/ Sed. Had.]. Avraham’s 
mother was Amathla’a the daughter of Karnevu 
[Tai.B.B.9ia]. Haran, who was from a different wife, 
died before his father Terach [Bible Br. 11 . 27 ,28; 20 . 12 , 

Rashi]. 


Rechovot, and Kalach [Bible Br.lO. 11 /Mid. Rab. Br.37.4], 
Some say that Avraham recognized the concept 
of one G-d in this year / m±Rab.Br.64.4/se±Had.], and 
others say eight years earlier, when he was 40 
[Mmn.YadHil.A.Z.1.3, Hag.Mm., Kes.Mish]. See 1958\-1803. 
Peleg died / Mid.Yai .1073 j and Chevron (Hebron) was 
built during this year / R.Saadya.q.Sed.Had.]. 

—-— 1997 -1764 —-— 

Terach’s father, Nachor I, died [Bible Br. 11 . 25 ] be¬ 
fore his own grandfather Re’u (see 2026\-1735) 
and while Noah their common ancestor was still 
alive (see 2006\-1755). See 2158/-1603. 

- - 2000 -1761 —-— 


1958 -1803 


Sarah 1 

Sarah, (daughter of He 
Yiska; she was Lot 
Avraham’s niece [BibleBr.H.27-29/ Tal.Meg.14a/Sef.Hay./ 


ls also known as 
iger sister and 


Sed.Had.J. 

Avraham was hidden by his father Terach for 
the first ten years of his life, because astrolo¬ 
gers had warned Nimrod (the king) that this 
Child WOUld become powerful [Tal.B.B.91a/Sef.Hay./ 
Sed.Had.J. He came out of hiding (with his mother) 
this year at the age of 10. Some say that she 
took him to Noah and Shem, where he spent 
many years learning from them [Sef.Hay./ Sed.Had.J. 
He had already refused to believe in idols at 
the age of three. See 1996\-1765 [Tai.Ned.32a/ 

Kes.Mish. HU.A.Z.. 1.3]. 


Some say that Terach left Ur Kasdim with his 
family (see 1948\-1813) in this year [Sef.Hay./ 
Sed.Had.J. Avraham had destroyed the idols of Ter¬ 
ach, which had aroused the anger of Nimrod 
(the king) (see 1958\-1803), who subsequently 
sought to destroy Avraham in a furnace. Avra¬ 
ham was miraculously saved, and Terach de¬ 
cided to leave the country [Mid.Rab.Br.38.13/Sef.Hay./ 
Sed.Had.J. Terach planned to settle in Canaan, but 
stopped on the way and settled in Charan, see 
1948\-1813 [Bible Br.ll.31J. 

Some say that Terach had another wife, Pelilah, 
in his old age (see 1948\-1813), and had a son 
called Tzova, who had a son called Aram, who 
had a daughter called Machalat (see 2218\- 
1543) [Sef.Hay./ Sed.Had.2075, 2083], 


2006 -1755 


-*- 1973 -1788 -**- 

Avraham married Sarah [Mid.Yai.Br.i5.78/ Sed.Had.J. 

-**- 1996 -1765 -**- 


Noah died [Bible Br. 9 . 29 ]. In the year 2008 the 
people of Sdom and Amorrah rebelled against 
Kedarla’omer (a king), and thirteen years later, 
in 2021, he returned to subjugate them in the 
war of the five kings against four. See 2018\- 
1743 [Bible Br. 14.4/Tos.Ber. 7b]. 


Dispersion front Bavel after building the tower. 

Construction of Tower of Bavel abruptly ended in 
1996 [Mid. Yai.D.H.i 1073J. Until this time, some say, all 
the people had spoken one common language be¬ 
sides their own [Tal. Yer. Meg. 1.9/Mid.Tan.Dev.2/ Tor.Tem.Br.ll.lJ. 
Ashur had left the country because he did not ap¬ 
prove of the tower construction (which was led by 
Nimrod), and he established the towns of Ninveh, 


—»— 2018 » -1743 ——— 

The Covenant (brit bein habetarim) made with 
Avraham. 

Avraham had lived in Charan for three years 
(see 2000\-1761) before he went on to Canaan, 
the original destination, in the year 2003. It was 
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during this stay in Canaan that the ceremony 
of The Covenant (Brit Bein HaBetarim) took place on 
the 15th Nissan 2018 (see 2023\-1738). Avra- 
ham went back to Charan, after the brit, and 
stayed there for as long as five years. If it was a 
full five years, then the war between four and 
the five kings must have been in 2023, after he 
returned to Canaan, see 2006\-1755 

[Mech.Sh. 12.40, Rashi/ Sed.Ol./ Tbs. Ber.7b, Shab.lOb./Mrsha. 
Meg. 9a/ Sed.Had.]. 


2023 » -1738 


Avraham came to settle in Canaan. 

When Avraham came to Canaan (see 2018\- 
1743), the local (Canaanite) people were speak¬ 
ing Hebrew, whilst he spoke Aramaic [Ramban 
Br. 45.12 Manscpt.Ed.]. There was a famine in Canaan 
this year [Bible Br. 12 . 4 , 10 ], and Avraham went to 
Egypt, where, on the 1 r ~' 1 ~ Nissan, he had 

Sarah, his wife 
ome say that the 
rent) was this year 



r I c cove/ 


trouble over the abdu 

[Bible Br. 12.10, Rashi/Mid. Yal. i 
BRIT BEIN HABETARIM (tm 
(or slightly later) [Bible Br. 15.1-9/Mid.Rab.Br. 46.2/Rashi 
Br.15.1; 2i.i]. However this raises many questions 
[Mech.sh.i2.40], see 2018\-1743, 2448\-1313. 
Avraham wandered through the land (for a few 
months) before he settled [Bible Br. 12 .8,9]. 


2026 -1735 


Re’u (son of Peleg) died [BibieBr. 11 . 2 i]. 


-**- 2034 ««> -1727 -**- 

Avraham married his second wife, Hagar, who 
was the daughter of Pharaoh [Mid.Yai.Br. 12 .68, Rashi 
Br.i6.i, 3], and Yishmael their son, was born in 
2034 [Bible Br. 16 .i6j. Some say that Avraham was 
the first person to have white hair, others say 
he was the first to grow a beard [Tai. B.M.87a, Mrsha/ 
Mid.Rab.Br.65.9, Yef.To.q.O.Hat.4.1556]. 


- - 2048 I7I4 —— 

Avraham and Yishmael circumcised. 

Avraham circumcised himself and his son Yish¬ 
mael, on the 10th Tishrei [BibleBr. 17 . 24 /Mid.Yi 6 . 8 O]. 
Yishmael was 13 years old. Avraham was 99 


years old, and his 100th birthday was in the 
following Nissan or Tishrei (see 1948\-1813) 
[Sed.Had.]. Some say the circumcision took place 
on the 13th Nissan [Mid.Rab.Br. 50 . 12 ]. In an earlier 
revelation, Avraham and Sarah had their names 
changed (from Avram and Sarai). On the third 
day after the circumcision, three angels pre¬ 
dicted that Yitzchak would be born within a year 
[Bible Br. 17.5,15; 18.10/Tal.B.M.86b]. 

Sdom and Amorrah were destroyed. Lot’s wife, 
Irith, looked back at the destruction of Sdom, 
because her 2 married daughters were left be¬ 
hind [Bible Br. 18.16; 19.1, 13, 24/Mid.Yal. Br.19.84/ B.Turim 

Br. 19.26]. Being isolated in a cave, Lot’s two res¬ 
cued daughters believed that the whole world 
was destroyed, and therefore conceived two chil¬ 
dren from him, Mo’av and Ben Ami (Amon) [Bible 
Br. 19.31, 37, 38]. Avraham moved to the land of 
Plishtim in this year, and had trouble with 
Avimelech, the king, over the abduction of his 
wife [Bible Br. 20 . 1 , 2]. He lived there for 26 years 

[Rashi Br.21.34]. 


-**- 2048 -1713 -**- 

Yitzchak (Isaac) was born. 

Yitzchak was born on the 15th Nissan in this 
year, which was a Jewish leap year [Tai.R.H.iiaj. 
Accordingly, Yitzchak would have been born in 
the 7th month of pregnancy (from Tishrei, see 
10th Tishrei 2048/-1714). Avraham made a 
banquet to celebrate Yitzchak’s becoming “de¬ 
veloped” (some say at eight days old (his cir¬ 
cumcision day), others say at age 2 or 13). He 
invited (some say) all the great people (Shem, 
Ever, Avimelech king of the Plishtim) and also 
his father, Terach, and brother, Nachor II, who 
both came from Charan for the occasion / Bible 

Br.21.8/Mid.Rab.53.10, Mat.Keh./Sed.Had.]. 


-**- 2049 -1712 -**- 

Serug (grandfather of Terach) died (after his son 
Nachor I, see 1997\-1764) [BibleBr. 11 . 23 ]. 

Nachor II (son of Terach) married Milka his 
niece, the daughter of Haran (see 1958\-1803), 
and they had many sons. One was called Utz 
and another Betuel. Among the children of Be- 
tuel was a son called Lavan and a daughter 
called Rivka (Rebecca) [Bible Br. 22 . 20 - 23 ]. 

Iyov (Job) was the son of Utz, according to some 
[Mid.Rab.Br. 57.4/ Yal.Reuv.q. Sed.Had./ IbnEz.Iyov. 1.1 Eych.4.21], 
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or he was Utz, according to others [Mid.Yai.Bam.766]. 
There were a number of people called Utz [Bible 
Br. 10 . 23 , 36.28]. There are some who say Iyov mar¬ 
ried Dinah the daughter of Yaakov / Mid.RabBr. 57 . 4 / 
Yer.Sot.5. 6 p 20 ] and others say Iyov lived many years 
later (see 2449\-1312 9th Av) [Tai. B.B.isb/sed.Had.] 
and he lived in the land of Utz [iyov 1 . 1 , Metz.Dav]. 


Some say that Nachor II (brother of Avraham) 
died at around this time, and that Avimelech, 
king of the Plishtim, also died, and his son 
Benmelech was made king and renamed 
Avimelech, as was the custom [Sef.Hay./sed.Had.]. 

-**- 2096 -1665 -**- 


2061 W -1700 


Avraham sent Yishmael and his mother away 
in 2061 [Mid.Rab.Br. 53 . 13 , Mat.Keh.]. Yishmael married 
two wives (one after the other), who (some say) 
were called Meriva (or Assiya) and Fatima (or 
Malchut), and he eventually settled in the land 
of Plishtim near his father [Pir.Dr.Ei. 29 / Mid.Yai. Br. 95 ,/ 


Sef.Hay./ Sed. Had. 2061, 2088]. 

Eliezer, the servant of Avraham, was a descen¬ 
dant of Canaan [Mid.Rab.Br. 59 . 9 ]. Some say he was 
the son of Nimrod (the nephew of Canaan, see 
1557\-2204, 1787\-197A\-[MidA[al.Br.l09/ Me’amLo’ez 
Br. 24 . 2 ], others say he 1 
Nimrod [Pir.Dr.El.16], 


1 the servant of 


Arpachshad (son of Shem) died [Bible 11 . 13 ]. 
Avraham married another wife by the name of 
Keturah (some say in the year 2088), and they 
had six sons. One of them was called Midyan, 
and the others were Zimran, Yakshan, Medan, 
Yishbak and Shuach [Bible Br.25.1,2/Sef.Hay./ Sed.Had.]. 
Some say that Keturah was actually Hagar, who 
had changed her name, others say she was a 
descendant of Yaphet, whereas Hagar was a 
descendant of Cham and Sarah a descendant 

of Shem / Mid.Rab. Br.61.4, Tan.9, Yal.Iyov.904/ Pir.Dr.El.29/ 
RashBam Br.25.1, IbnEz./ Ramban Br.25.6]. 


2108 w -1653 


2083 w -I678 


Yaakov (Jacob) and Eisav were born [Bible Br. 25 . 26 ]. 


Terach died [Bible Br. 11 . 32 ]. 

-**- 2084 -1677 --- 

The Akeda. Yitzchak was Prepared To Be a Sacrifice. 

Yitzchak was still 36 years old or just 37, de¬ 
pending on the day in Nissan that the Akeda 
took place (see Nissan 2048\-1713) [Mid.Rab. 
Br. 55 . 4 , sh. 15 . 11 / Sed.Had.]. Avraham named the place 
of the Akeda “Yir’eh”, and this was added to its 
previous name “Shalem” (see 1558\-2203), 
hence the name “Yerushalayim” [Bible Br. 22 . 14 / 

Mid.Rab.Br.56, Yal.Br. 22.102/Tos.Tan.l6a]. Sarah heard 

that Avraham had taken Yitzchak to offer him 
as a sacrifice, and she travelled to search for 
them. When she reached Hevron (Hebron), she was 
informed that he had not been sacrificed. The 
good news was too overwhelming for her, and 

she died [Bible Br.23.1, 2, Rashi/Mid.Rab.Br.58.5, Vay. 20.2/ 

Sed.Had.]. Avraham negotiated the purchase of the 
Ma’arat Hamachpela in Kiryat Arba (see 930\- 
2831), near Hevron, and he buried her there [Bible 

Br.23.19,20]. 

Yitzchak married Rivka (see 2049\-1712) 
shortly thereafter. Some say that Rivka was then 
10 years old [Sef.Hay./Sed.Had.]. 


-**- 2123 *■* -1638 -**- 

Avraham died. 

On the day Avraham died (some say in Tevet 
[Sed.Had]), Eisav came home tired (because he had 
killed someone). It was on that day that he sold 
his rights, as the firstborn, to Yaakov [BibleBr. 25 . 7 / 
Tai.B.B. 16 b]. Some say it was Nimrod (who was out 
hunting) that Eisav killed [Mid.Rab.Br.65.16/Sef.Hay./ 
Sed.Had.]. 

At this time Yitzchak moved to the land of Plish¬ 
tim, and had difficulties with Avimelech the king 
(see 2084\-1677), over his wife Rivka [Bible Br. 26 . 6 - 10 ]. 

-**- 2126 w -1635 -**- 

Shelach (grandson of Shem) died [Bible Br. 11 . 1 5]. 

-»- 2158 » -l603 -**- 

Shem died [Bible Br. 11 . 11 ]. He had outlived eight 
out of the next nine generations of his descen¬ 
dants (except for Ever (see 2187\-1574)) and 
they were: his son Arpachshad (see 2096V1655), 
Shelach fsee 2126V1635), Peleg (see I996VI765), 
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Re’u (see 202611735), Serug (see 2049VI7I2), Na- 
chor I (see 199711764), Terach (see 208311678), and 
Avraham (see 2123V1638). 

In 2148 Eisav had married Yehudit (daughter 
of Be’eri), and Basmat (daughter of Eylon), both 
Chitites (descendants of Canaan) [Bible Br.26.34 / 

Sed.Had.J . 


of Anah, who was the son of Tzivon, a descendant 
of Canaan. Actually Ahalivamah was the (illegiti¬ 
mate) daughter of Tzivon (her grandfather), and 
even her (official) father was Tzivon’s illegitimate 
son. (Tzivon had previously had an illegitimate 
son (called Anah) from his own mother. He then 
had Ahalivamah from this son (Anah’s) wife) [Bible 
Br.36.2, Rashi]. 


2171 » -1590 


Yitschak blessed Yaakov instead of Eisav. 

Yitzchak blessed Yaakov on the 15th Nissan (the 
first day ofiPesach), and Yaakov had to leave Be’er 
Sheva because Eisav was angry — he felt that 
these special blessings were stolen (perhaps the 
origin ofichildren 'stealing' the Afikoman at the seder [author]). 
[BibleBr.27.42-44/Pir.Dr.El/RashiBr.27.9], He Spent fourteen 
years studying with Ever before he went to 
Charan (see 2185\-1576). 

Yishmael died in this year, iust before Eisav mar¬ 
ried his daughter Ma' 

Meg. 17a]. 


Hble Br.28.9, Rashi/ Tal. 


——— 2195 w -1566 —**— 

Levi was born on the 16th Nissan [Bible sh.6.i6/Mid. 

Yal.Sh.1]. 

Reuven, the oldest son of Yaakov, was born on 
the 14th Kislev. Shimon was born on the (21st 
or) 28th Tevet, Yehuda on the 15th Sivan, Yis- 
sachar on the 10th Av, Zevulun on the 7th 
Tishrei, Dan on the 9th Elul, Naftali on the 5th 
Tishrei, Gad on the 10th Cheshvan, Asher 
on the 20th Shvat [Mid.Yal.Sh. 1/Bachya Sh.1.6]. 
(Yosef (Joseph ), see 2199\-1562, Binyamin, 
see 2208\-1553). 

Some say Dinah was a twin of Zevulun / Tbn Ezra 
Br.30.21j. 


-**- 2185 -1576 -**- 

Yaakov (at the age of 77 [RashiBr. 25 . 26 ]) arrived in 
Charan (see 2171\-1590), and it was at this 
stage that he had the dream of the ladder [Bible 

Br.28.12, Rashi 28.9]. 


- - 2199 -1562 —-— 

Yosef (Joseph) was born on the 1st Tammuz 

[Mid.Yal.Sh. 1]. 


-**- 2187 sw -1574 -—- 

Ever (great grandson of Shem) died (see 2171 \ - 
1590) [BibleBr.il. 17]. 

—**— 2192 -1569 —-— 

Yaakov had to work for seven years in Cha¬ 
ran before he married Lavan’s daughters (in 
2192) — Rachel one week after Leah. He also 
married Zilpah and Bilhah [Bible Br. 29 . 23 - 30 /Rashi 
Br.28.9], Some say that Rachel and Leah were 
the same age, or even twins, except that 
Rachel was physically much smaller. [Sed. 01 . 2 / 

Or.Hach.Br.29.16] 

Lavan — Y aakov’s second cousin (see2049\-1712) 
— had no sons until after Yaakov arrived / RashiBr. 30 . 27 _ 7 , 
even though he was at least 100 at that time (see 
2185\-1576) [Rashi Br.28.9, 25.26, 35.29]. 

Some say that it was in 2191 [Sef.Hay./ sed.Had.] that 
Eisav married Ahalivamah (officially) the daughter 


--- 2205 — -1556 -~- 

Yaakov left Charan. 

Lavan chased Yaakov when he left Charan [Bible 
Br. 31 . 23 ,38], and (some say) he also sent messengers 
to Eisav to stir up his anger at Yaakov (see 2171 \ - 
1590) [Sef.Hay./sed-Had.]. Yaakov’s subsequent confron¬ 
tation with Eisav (on his return to Canaan) was on 
the 9th Av [RashalBr.Vayishq.Sed.Had.]. Yaakov Was given 
the extra name of Yisrael (Israel) in a revelation [Bible 

Br.33.29; 35.10]. 

Dinah, who was captured (in Canaan) by 
Sh’chem, became pregnant, some say, and had 
a daughter called Osnat. Yaakov sent Osnat 
away because her uncles did not treat her 
kindly. She was adopted by Potiphera in Egypt 
(see 2229\-1533) [Mid.Yai.Br. 34 . 134 ]. 

--- 2208 -1553 --- 

Binyamin was born on the 11th Cheshvan 
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IMid.Yal.Sh.l, Rab. Bam. 14], 

and his mother, 
Rachel, who died at 
his birth, was bur¬ 
ied in Beit Lechem 

[Bible Br. 35.18,19]. 

Rivka had died 
around 2207 / Rashi 

Br.33.17; 35.8]. 

Yaakov and his sons had 
a number of battles with the local Canaan- 
ites, who attacked them because of what 
they did to the city of Sh’chem [Rashi Br.48. 22 / 
Ramban Br.34.13/ Bachya Br.35.6/ Sef.Hay./ Sed.Had.]. 


Hadura the daughter of Avimael (see 1757V2004), 
who had a girl, Serach, from her previous hus¬ 
band (Malkiel son of Eylam, see 1558\-2203) 

[Ramban Bam.26.46, Targ. Yon.]. ♦> Zevulun married 
Merusha, the granddaughter of Midyan (see 
2096VI665). ♦> Binyamin married Machalat, the 
daughter of Aram, in 2218, (see 2000VI76I). 

--- 2228 -1533 --- 

Yitzchak died [Bible Br.35. 28 ]. 

—_— 2229 w -1533 —~— 


2216 -1545 


Yosef became Viceroy of Egypt. 


Yosef was sold. 


Yosef spent his first year in Egypt as a servant 
of Potiphar before he jaasja^ced in the dun¬ 
geon for 12 years, 

Potiphar, who (some 

[Bible Br. 39.1-23, 41.14, 4t 
Sef.Hay./Sed.Had.]. 


: of the wife of 
; called Zuleicha 
b.Sh.7.1, Bam. 15.12/ 


Leah died this year [Mid.Yai. Br. 34 . 135 / sed.Had. 2214 ]. 
Reuven (some say) married Elyoram the daugh¬ 
ter of Chivi (the Canaanite) [Sef.Hay./sed. Had.]. 
Eisav had many children, and Eliphaz, his son, 
had an illegitimate daughter called Timna, 
(from the wife of Seyir). Eliphaz then had a son 
from his daughter Timna, who was called Ama- 

lek [Bible Br.36.12, Rashi, Ramban/ Mid. Tan. VaYeshev]. 


-**- 2218 ^ -1543 --- 

The Twelve sons of Yaakov married (according 
to some [Sef Hay./Sed.Had.])',- 

♦> Reuven, see 2216\-1545. ♦> Yehuda married Eilat, 
the daughter of Shua. ♦> Levi married Adina, the 
daughter of Yovav (see / 757Y2004), and ❖ Yissachar 
married her sister Arida. ❖ Dan married Aphlala, 
daughter of Chamudan the Moabite, ♦> Gad married 
Utzit, daughter of Amoram (son ofUtz, son ofNachorll, 
see 2049V1712), and ❖ Naftali married her sister 
Merimat. ❖ Asher married Edon the daughter of 
Aphlal, who was the son of Hadad, the son of Yish- 
mael, and after she died childless he married 


Yosef was released from prison on the 1st ofTishrei 
(Rosh Hashana), and was thirty years old when he ap¬ 
peared before Pharaoh and was appointed [Bible Br. 4 1.46/ 
Tai.R.H.iia]. Yosef married Osnat, his niece, the 
adopted daughter of Potiphera (see 2205\-1556) 
[Mid.Yai Br. 34 . 134]. Pharaoh gave him the Egyptian 
name of Tzaphnat Pane’ach [Bible Br. 41 . 45 ]. 

Some say that graduates of a special school 
(university) in Khartoum were the Khartumim 
who acted as Pharaoh’s advisers [Pirush (inyaney) 
Chalom Par’oh Br.41.8]. 

—-— 2235 w -1526 —~— 

The seven years of plenty came to an end and 
the famine began [Tai.Toseph.sot. 10 . 3 ]. 

Kehot (ben Levi) was born [Raibag q.sed.Had.] when 
Levi was 40. 

Menasheh and Ephrayim (Yosefs sons), were 
born before the famine years [Bible Br. 41 . 50 ]. 


--- 2238 w I523 --- 

Yaakov (and his family) went to Egypt. 

Yocheved, the daughter of Levi, was born as 
Yaakov and his family were entering Egypt / Bible 

Br.47.9/ Tal.B.B. 123b]. 

Yaakov was never told that his sons had sold 
Yosef and he thought that those who had found 
him as lost had Sold him [Ramban Br.45.27]. 
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Secular 
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Year 

2255 


Yaakov died. 

-1506 

2309 


Yosef died. 

-1542 

2332 

I 1 

lslavement in Egypt began after Levi died. 

-1429 

2368 

1 1 

Moshe (Moses) was born. 

-1393 

2406 


Yehoshua (Joshua) was born. 

-1355 

2447 


Moshe encountered the burning bush. 

-1314 

2448 

The Children Of Israel Left Egypt 

-1313 
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THE BEGINNINGS 



Chapter 3 

Living in Egypt 

- -TS£- - 


The third chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish history 
begins when the children of Yaakov (Yisrael), came to 
settle in a foreign land. 

It ends when the Children of Israel left as a nation, to a 
great new future, under the leadership of Moshe. 

This book assumes that the reader is conversant 
with the basic tefcof the Chumash (Bible),and 
therefore makes reference to many events without 
describing them. 
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2255 w -1506 


2368 w -1393 


Yaakov died. 


Moshe (Moses) was born. 


After living in Egypt for 18 years Yaakov died, 
and he was taken to Canaan to be buried. Ei- 
sav attempted to stop Yaakov’s sons from bury¬ 
ing him in Ma’arat Hamachpela. In the ensuing 
fight, Chushim the son of Dan, killed Eisav, and 
Yaakov was buried on the 15th Tishrei / Bible 
Br.47.28/Tal. Sot. 13a/Sed.Had.]. 

Amram (ben Kehot) was born before the death 
of Yaakov [Tai.B.B.i 2 ib, Rashbamj. He married 
Yocheved, (see 2238\-1523), who was 22 when 
Yaakov died. Yaakov could have told her what 
he heard from Avraham, who heard from Noah, 
who heard from Lemech II, who heard from 
Adam. 


2309 aw -1452 


Yose 

Yosef died on Shabbc oon [Bible Br. 50 . 26 / 

Z 0 h.sh. 156 a]. He was the first of the brothers to 
die (see 2332\-1429) [Tai.Ber.55aj. All the sons of 
Yaakov (according to some) died on the same 
day of the same month, in which they were born, 
See 2195\-1566 [Siddur Yavetzj. 


-™- 2332 aw -1429 -**- 

The enslavement in Egypt after Levi died. 

Levi died on the 16th of Nissan and the en¬ 
slavement process of the Children of Israel 
(Bnei terael) began in Egypt. He was the last of 
the brothers to die (see 2309\-1452) / Bible 

Sh.6.16, Rashi / Mid.Yal. Sh.l/ Sed.Ol.3j. 

Yaakov had appointed Levi as the guardian of 
all the knowledge and tradition that he had re¬ 
ceived from his father Yitzchak, who had in turn 
received it from Avraham. The children of Levi 
continued this tradition /. Mmn.HU.Av.z. 1 . 3 j. 

--- 2361 -1400 -**- 

Miriam (the daughter of Amram) was born [Sed. 01 . 3 / 
Sed.Had]. 


--- 2365 «w -1396 

Aharon was born [Bible sh. 7 . 7 , Bam. 33 . 39 ]. 


Moshe was born on the 7th Adar [Bible sh.7.7/ 
Tai.Kid.38aj. His father (Amram) called him Chaver, 
but Kehot, his grandfather (who died this year), 
Called him Avigdor [Md.YalSK2.166/ Ralbag/ Sed.Had.J. 
Moshe was placed at the river on the 6th Sivan 
[Tai.sot.i 2 bj. His mother, Yocheved, could tell him 
things that she heard of (dating back to cre¬ 
ation) at no greater distance than 6th (reliable) 
word of mouth (see 2255\-1506). 


--- 2406 » -1355 --- 

Yehoshua (pshua) was born [YucKi/ Tzem.Dav.j. 
Amram (Moshe’s father) died before 2392, and 
Achiyah Hashiloni (see 2964\-797) was born 
before Amram died [Tai.B.B.i2ibj. 


-**- 2410 «w -1351 -**- 

Kalev (ben Yefuneh) was born [Bible Ysh. 14 . 10 ]. Ye- 
funeh was Chetzron, the son of Peretz ben Ye¬ 
huda [Bible D.H.12.9/ Tal.Sot. llbj. 

Moshe had killed the cruel Egyptian about two 
years earlier, in 2408 / Mid.Rab.Br. 100 . 10 ]. 


--- 2418 1343 --- 

The children of Yisrael (kraet) knew of (the pre¬ 
diction of) a 400 year duration to their exile [Bible 
Br.i5.i3j. The descendants of Ephrayim made a 
calculation, with a commencing date of 2018, 
the year of the Brit Bein HaBetarim (when the 
exile was first mentioned), and they decided that 
the time had already come. They managed to 
leave Egypt, but many then perished in their 
unsuccessful attempt to reach Canaan (under 
the leadership of Gon) [Bible d.h.i 7 . 21 /Tai.san. 92 b/ 

Mid.Yal.Sh.227, D.H.I 7.1077/ Pir.Dr.El.48/ Sed.Had.]. 


-**- 2447 «W -1314 -**- 

Moshe encountered the burning bush. 

Moshe had a revelation in the burning bush on 
the 15th Nissan, and exactly one year passed 
until the Exodus from Egypt. 











« Section » < Page with arrow keys > 

70 Codex Judaica — Chronological Index of Jewish History 


View I TOC Index 


The plagues commenced on the 1st Av, and 
continued consecutively, on the first of each 
month, until the last plague, which was on 
the eve of the 15th Nissan 2448 [Mid.Yai. sh.4.176/ 

Bachya Sh. 10.5]. 

—— 2448 -1314 — 

Bnei Yisrael were free from slave labor, from 
the 1st Tishrei 2448 [Tai.R.H.iib, Tos.]. 

In Nissan, Bnei Yisrael were told that in com¬ 
memoration of their redemption, Nissan would 
in future be considered the 1st month (instead 
of Tishrei) when reckoning years by the month 
[Bible Sh.12.2, RambanJ. 

--- 2448 W -1313 --- 

The Children of Israel (Yisrael) left Egypt. 

who left Egypt 
i00 men of draft- 


able age (20-60). In normal demographic ex¬ 
tensions, this would add up to a total popula¬ 
tion of approximately 2,000,000 people. 

This exodus from Egypt was exactly 430 years 
after the Brit Bein HaBetarim in 2018, and ex¬ 
actly 400 years after Yitzchak was born, see 
2418\-1343 [Bible Br. 15.13, Sh. 12.40, 41, Mech.J. 

Many Egyptians (some say 40,000) left with 
them, including many Khartumim (see 2229\- 
1553) [Bible Sh. 12.38/ Mid.Tan.Sh. 19/ Zoh.2.191a]. These 
people (who were referred to as Erev Rav) are 
not mentioned again / Bible sh. 32 . 33 j and they do 
not formally appear in any future countings, 
although other incidents are attributed to them 
(see Tammuz 2448\-1313). 




The Children of Israe 1 
on the 15th Nissan, we 


[2448\-1313 is continued in Section II, Chapter 4.] / , ■ 
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Jewish 


- ^r//r - 

Secular 

Year 



Year 

2448 

1 _ 1 

The Children of Israel crossed the reed sea. 

-1313 

2448 T 

1^1 

delation & Torah on Mount Sinai. 

-1313 

2448 

l l 

Moshe broke the Tablets. 

-1313 

2449 

Moshe came down Sinai with the second Tablets. 

-1312 

2449 


The Mishkan (Tabernacle) was erected. 

-1312 

2449 

The spies returned from Canaan with bad news. 

-1312 

2487 


Aharon and Miriam died. 

-1274 

2488 


Moshe died. 

-1273 
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Section II 

THE NATION 


Chapter 4 

Moshe the Leader 


2 fourth Chapter (Tekufa) of Jewish history 
is distinct from all the others, in that it 


(a) covers only forty years and (b) is named after a person. 
The events of this 40-year period were significant enough 
to stand as a chapter on their own, 
and the leadership of Moshe (Rabbenu) was so great 
that the events that occurred during his rule 
comprise a separate chapter in the history of the people. 
The chapter begins when Bnei Yisrael left Egypt, 
and ends with the death of Moshe 
and the imminent entry of the 
Children of Israel into the holy Land of Israel. 

This book assumes that the reader is conversant 
with the basic text of the Chumash (Bible), and 
therefore makes reference to many events without 
describing them. 
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[2448\-1313 is continued from chapter 3.] 


2448 » -1313 


Bnei Yisrael crossed the reed sea. 


Pharaoh sent observers to supervise the im¬ 
mediate return of Bnei Yisrael after the three 
days of freedom they had requested. These 
supervisors returned to Pharaoh on the fourth 
day to report that Bnei Yisrael had no inten¬ 
tion of returning. The Egyptians pursued 
them on the fifth and the sixth days, and on 
that night (entering the seventh day, the 21st 
Nissan) Bnei Yisrael crossed the sea [Tai.sot.12w 


Mech./ Sed.Ol./Rashi Sh.14.5]. 

Bnei Yisrael arrived at Marah on the 23rd Nissan, 
where, through a miracle, the water became 
sweet and drinkable [Bible shm. 15 . 22 ]. Bnei Yisrael 
received ten laws there, including the law of 
Shabbat [Tai.san.56b]. It was only seven days later 
(on the 1st day of Iyar), when someone trans¬ 
gressed the law of She 


and collecting wood 

Mid. Yal. Bam. 15.749/ Tal. Sha 


1 removing trees 

x.15.32, Rashi/ Sifri/ 
■lan.5.1]. 


Bnei Yisrael arrived in the desert of Sinn on 
the 15th Iyar, and the morning after their ar¬ 
rival the Mann (Manna) came down for the first 
time [Bible sh. 16 . 1 , 7 , i3/Tai.Kid.38a], It was then that 
Moshe instituted the first blessing for Birkat 
HaMazon (Grace After Meals) [ Tai.Ber.48b]. 


The Revelation & Torah on Mount Sinai. 

Bnei Yisrael arrived in the desert of Sinai on 
the 1st Sivan [Bible sh. 19 . i/Tai.shab.86b]. On the 5th 
Sivan Moshe built an altar [Bible sh. 24 . 4 , Rashi]; the 
Torah was given in a revelation on Sinai on the 
6th; and on the 7th Moshe went up on the 
mountain for forty days [Bible Dev. 9.9/ Tal. Shab.86b, 
Tan.28b/ Sed.Ol./ Tos.B.K.82a/Sed.Had.]. 

Moshe broke the Tablets. 

Bnei Yisrael had calculated he would come 
down on the fortieth day, the 16th Tammuz, 
and when he did not appear, they thought he 
had died, and they made the golden calf. The 
Erev Rav were the instigators (according to 
many), and (some say) two Khartumim among 
them were the leaders [Bible sh. 32 . 1 / Tai.shab.89a/ 
Mid.Rab. Bam. 15.21, Tan. sh. 19 ]. Moshe came down from 
the mountain — and broke the Tablets — on 
the 17th. He went up Mount Sinai again on the 
next day (18th Tammuz), and he remained there 


for another forty days. He came down on the 
29th Av, and went up once again on the 30th 
of Av, for yet another forty days [Bible sh. 32 . 15 / 
Tal.Shab.89a/ Mid.Rab. Bam.15.21] Sed.Ol./Rashi Dev.9.18/ 
Tos.B.K.82a/ Sed.Had.]. 


—**— 2449 -1313 —-— 

Moshe came down with the second Tablets. 

Moshe placed the 2nd tablets in a special ark, 
when he brought them down on the 10th Tishrei 
(Yom Kippur). They were later transferred to the 
Holy Ark — which was a chest with an opening 
lid — built by Betzalel (the great grandson of 

Kalev) [Bible Sh.40.20, Rashi, Dev. 10.1-5, Rashi 10.1, D.H.I2.19/ 
Sed.Ol./Rashi Sh.18.13]. 

On the very next day (the 11th Tishrei) Bnei 
Yisrael began donating gifts for the building of 
the Mishkan (Tabernacle) [Mid.Rab.sh.5i.4, Tan.sh.Pek. 11 / 
Sed.Ol.]. 

It was on this day that Moshe sat — in court — 
to hear cases, and pass judgement, and he was 
advised, by his father in law Yitro, to institute a 
judicial system [Bible Sh.l8.13,19, Rashi]. 


2449 W -1312 


The Mishkan (Tabernacle) was erected. 

Some say the Mishkan was completed on the 
25th Kislev, others say on the 1st Adar 
[Mid.Tan.Sh.Pek.il, Pesikta Rab.6.5]. It Was initially 
erected on the 23rd Adar, the services and sac¬ 
rifices were performed, and it was then dis¬ 
mantled, and in this manner erected daily for 
seven days, until it was permanently erected, 
on the 1st Nissan, Rosh Chodesh, the day that 
Nadav and Avihu — two of Aharon’s sons — 
died. The daily sacrifices and contributions 
brought by the leaders (of the twelve tribes) 
commenced — with Nachshon ben Aminadav 
of the tribe of Yehuda — on that day (and were 
even brought on Shabbat, see 2935 \ -827) / Bible 

Sh. 40.1 7, Bam. 7.48/ Tal.Shab.87b/ Mid.Rab. Vay.20.12, 
Bam. 12.15, Tan.Nasso(7.48)/ Sed.Ol./ RashiVay.9.1]. (Nachs- 

hon died later in this year [Mid.Yai.shof. 42 .3].) 

On that day, the ritually impure (tme'im) were 
relocated [Rashi Bam. 5 . 2 ], which means that Aha¬ 
ron was already functioning as a Kohen ear¬ 
lier, and was deciding cases of tzara’as (skin 
disorders). 

On the 2nd Nissan, Moshe prepared the sacri- 
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fice of the first para aduma (Red Heifer) [Bible Bam. 19 . 2 / 
Sed.oi.j. The pesach sacrifice — the first after the 
Exodus from Egypt — was brought on the 14th 

Nissan [Bible Bam. 9.1,2]. 

Moshe was instructed to count Bnei Yisrael 
on the 1st Iyar [Bible Bam.i.i]. Those who could 
not bring their Pesach sacrifice on time, be¬ 
cause of their ritual impurity, brought it on 
the 14th Iyar [BibleBam. 9 . 11 ]. Eldad and Medad (see 
2516\-1245) became prophets at the end of Iyar 
[Calculated from:- Tal. Tan.29a, Bible Bam. 11.26; 33.1 6 ; 33.19, Rashi]. 

The spies returned with bad news. 

Moshe sent the spies on the 29th Sivan, and 
they returned, with bad news, on the 8th Av. 
That night (9th Av), Bnei Yisrael bemoaned 
their plight, and were condemned to spend 
forty years in the desert [Bible Bam.14/Tal.Tan.29a/ 
sed.oi.j. Neither the women, the young, nor the 
old (under 20 and over 60) died as a result of 

this [Tal.B.B. 12lb/Rashi Bai, 

Iyov, see 2049\-17l: 
journey of the spies p 

Rashi Bam. 14.9]. 

The rebellion of Korach took place soon there¬ 
after [Bible Bam.16/Sed.01.8]. 

Besides this event, the Bible does not de¬ 
scribe any events that may have taken place, 
from the return of the spies until the death 
of Miriam (see 2487/-1274), but it does list 
the 20 places at which Bnei Yisrael stayed, 
during those 38 years. The first 19 of these 
years were spent in Kadesh Barne’a, where 
they were encamped when the spies had been 
sent 

[Bible Dev. 1.46, Rashi, Rashi Dev.2.16-17/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.J, 


—— 2487 1274 —— 

Aharon and Miriam died. 

Miriam died on the 10th Nissan [Bible Bam. 20 . 1 / 
Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.2488], 

Aharon died on the 1st Av, and he was succeeded 
as kohen gadol (High Priest) by his son Elazar [Bible 

Bam.20.23-29, 33.38]. 

At this stage Bnei Yisrael had the various wars 
mentioned in the Bible, including the incident 
with Balak, king of Mo’av, and Bil’am the sor¬ 
cerer. They conquered (and settled) the eastern 
bank of the Jordan River, including the territo¬ 
ries of the giants, Sichon and Og (see 1656\- 
2105), who were killed in battle [Bible Bam. 22 . 2 - 2 i; 

24.10-14 ; 21.21-35]. 

-**- 2488 «■> -1273 -—- 

Moshe Died. 

Moshe began reviewing the Torah with Bnei Yis¬ 
rael on the 1st Shvat, and finished on the 6th 
Adar [Bible Dev. 1.3/ Mid.Yal. Ysh.1/ Sed.Ol.]. On Shabbat, 
the 7th Adar, he gathered all of Bnei Yisrael once 
again, and entered them into a covenant. He pre¬ 
pared them for his imminent death by reciting 
the shira (poem) of Ha’azinu and by blessing them. 
He then went up to the peak of Mount N’vo, and 
saw the promised land [Bible Dev.32.i; 33 . 1 ; 34 . 1 /Tai. 
Kid.38a/Mid.Yal. Ysh.i/ Zoh.sh.i56o]. Before he died he had 
completed the writing of the chumash (Bible) [Bible 

Dev.31.24-26/ Tal.B.B.15a]. 


just before the 

' Mid.Yal. Br.Lech. 16/ 


[2488\-1273 is continued in 


chapter 5.] / .. 
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Shoftim — Judges & Early Prophets 


Jewish 

Year 

-- 

Secular 

Year 

2488 

Bnei Yisrael crossed the Jordan into Canaan. 

-1273 

2503 

The apportionment of Eretz Yisrael was completed. 

-1258 

2516 

Yehoshua died. 

-1245 

2533 

The rule of Shoftim (Judges) began with Othniel ben Knaz 

-1228 

2573 

Ehnd ben Gerah became leader. 

-1188 

2654 

Shatngar ben Anath died. 

-IIO7 

2654 

Devorah became leader. 

-IIO7 

2694 

Gideon became leader. 

-IO67 

2734 

Avimelech (son of Gideon) became leader. 

-1027 

2737 

Tolah ben Pu'ah became leader. 

-1024 

2758 

Ya'ir HaGil'adi became leader. 

-1003 

2779 

Yiphtach (HaGil'adi) became leader. 

-982 

2792 

Eylon (HaZevuloni) became leader. 

-969 

2802 

Avdon ben Hillel became leader. 

-959 

2810 

Shimshon (Samson) became leader. 

-951 

2830 

Eli (HaKohen) became leader. 

-931 

2854 

David ben Yishai was born. 

-907 

2871 

Shmuel became leader. 

-890 
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Section II 

THE NATION 


Chapter 5 

tint — Judges & Early Prophets 




The fifth Chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish history 
begins when Bnei Yisrael entered 
the promised land of Canaan, 
and ends with the appointment of the first king, 
which indicates that there was a significant 
strengthening of political self perception. 

This book assumes that the reader is familiar 
with some of the basic events mentioned in the T'nach (Bible) 
and therefore makes reference to many events without 
describing them. 
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[2488\-1273 is continued from chapter 4.] 

2488 - 9 * -1273 -=**— 


Bnei Yisrael crossed the Jordan into Canaan. 

Bnei Yisrael mourned the death of Moshe for thirty 
days, (until the 7th Nissan) during which time 
Yehoshua had sent the two spies, Pinchas (ben 
Elazar) and Kalev (see 2516\-1245) [Rashi Ysh. 2 . 1 / 
Mid.Tan.Bam.Shll, YaLYsh.2.9]. RachaV, the Woman who 
assisted them (in Yericho), converted and 
later married Yehoshua [TaiMeg.Mb, Zev.ii6b]. 

For three days Bnei Yisrael prepared themselves 
for the westward journey into the promised land, 
and they crossed the Jordan River on the 10th Nis¬ 
san [Bible Ysh. 4 . 19 ]. Those of Bnei Yisrael who had not 
been circumcised in the desert, did so under 
Yehoshua’s guidance, on the 11th Nissan [Tai. Yev. 7ibj. 
On the 14th Nissan they made the Pesach sacri¬ 
fice. The Mann (Manna) had stopped (coming down) 
from the day of Moshe’s death — supplies lasted 
until the 16th Nissan, 


available [Bible Ysh. 5 . 9 - 12 /'. 

instituted the 2nd ble; 



:al grain became 
. Yehoshua then 
Birkat HaMazon 


(grace after meals) (see 15th lyar 2448V 1313) [TaLBer.48b]. 

Bnei Yisrael erected the Mishkan at Gilgal (as 
well as erecting the 12 stones they took from 
the Jordan), before the 7 day “siege” of the city 
of Yericho, which commenced on the 22nd Nis¬ 
san [Bible Ysh.4.5/Sed.Ol. 11/Sed.Had./D. YbY], 


with stone walls replacing the original wooden 
beams. [Bible Ysh.l8.1/Tal.Zev. 112b, 118b]. 

The counting for the seven year Shmitta cycles 
(and the fiftieth year as Yovel), commenced in 
2503 [Tal.Erch. 12b/ Sed.Ol 11/ Mmn. Hil. Shmitt. 10.2]. 
The tribes of Reuven, Gad, and half of Mena- 
sheh returned to their families (east of the Jor¬ 
dan), and expressed concern (over the possi¬ 
bility of) being disenfranchised from the rest of 
Bnei Yisrael [Bible Ysh. 22 ]. 

-^- 2516 » -1245 -=**- 

Yehoshua died. 

Yehoshua completed the writing of Sefer Ye¬ 
hoshua before he died on 26th Nissan [Tai.B.B.i4b/ 
tby. o.c. 580.1/Yuch.i ]. The last passage cites the 
death of Elazar, which was around this time [Bible 

Ysh.24.33/ Mid. Yal. Ysh.24.35]. 

After Yehoshua, leadership was assumed by 
the ZEKEINIM (Elders) [Bible Ysh.24.31, Shof.2.7] with 
Kalev included as the main figure [Tai.Naz.56b]. 
Other notables were Pinchas (as Kohen Ga- 
dol, succeeding his father Elazar), Eldad and 
Medad (see lyar 2449\-1312) [Mid.Rab.Bam.3.7/ 
Yuch. l]. The leadership of the zekeinim lasted 
for 17 years, until 2533 [Sed.oi/ Yuch.i/ tby. o.c.sso.i]. 

--- 2533 » -1228 --- 


-=**- 2495 ^ -1266 -=**- 

Bnei Yisrael ended their conquests / Tai.zev. 1 i 8 b ] in 
which Yehoshua conquered the thirty-one kings 
Who did not accept his terms [Bible Ysh. 12.24/ TalYer. 
Shvi.6.1.16b/Mmn.Hil.MeL 6.5, Kes.Mish, Radvaz]. Many Other 
kings had maintained palaces in this land [Med.Rab. 
Shm.32, TanMishp. 17, YalMishl964, Sifri /Rashi Dev.33.17]. 

Some of the Canaanites took the option offered 
by Yehoshua and left the country — some mi¬ 
grated to Allemani, a Franco-German dukedom 

[TaL Yer. Skevii. 6. ?/ Ibn Ezra Ovad. 1.20/ Rashi Dev.3.9/ Mmn.Hil.Mel. 6.5, 

Radvaz]. Shovach, king of Armenia, and other rulers 
established contact with Yehoshua [Yuch. 5 . 10 ]. 
Elazar and Yehoshua began the task of ap¬ 
portioning the land (including that which was 
not yet conquered) [Bible Ysh. 14 . i]. 

--- 2503 ««’ -1258 --- 

Apportionment of Erets Yisrael was completed. 

With the apportionment completed, the Mish¬ 
kan was moved from Gilgal and erected at Shilo, 


The rule of the Shoftim began. 

The last of the zekeinim (Elders) died on the 5th 
Shvat, and Othniel ben Knaz became leader 
of Bnei Yisrael for forty years [Bible shof.3. 11 / se±oi/ 
Yuch.i/ TBY.o.c.580]. He was the first of 15 consecu¬ 
tive leaders called shoftim (Judges), whose lead¬ 
ership lasted for almost 350 years, until the 
first king was appointed (see 2882V8V9). Oth¬ 
niel — also called Yavetz [Tai.Tem.i6a]— was Kalev’s 
half brother (and he married Kalev’s daugh¬ 
ter) [Bible Shof. 1.13/Tal. Sot.llb, Tem.l6a]. 

For eight years Kushan Rishatayim, king of 
Aram Naharayim, dominated Bnei Yisrael, un¬ 
til Othniel overpowered him [Bible shof.3.8,9]. 

--- 2573 -1188 --- 

It was during the rule of Othniel, that Michah 
(see 2964\-797) had made his idol (Pessel 
Michah, (see 2870\-891)), and that the contro¬ 
versy with the tribe of Binyamin (about the Pilegesh 
BeGiv’a) took place [Bible Shof. 17-21/ Mid.Yal Shof.68/ Sed.Ol 
12 / Rashi shof.i7.i, Radak]. One hundred people from 
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the tribe of Binyamin (consequently) settled in 
Europe (according to some) in Italy and Ger¬ 
many [Rashi Shof.20.45J. 

Othniel died in 2573, and Ehud ben Gerah — 
from the tribe of Binyamin — became leader (shofet, 
Judge) for eighty years [Bible shof. 3.1 5; 3 . 30 /sed.oL/Yuch.i]. 
For eighteen years Bnei Yisrael were dominated 
by Eglon, king of Mo’av, until Ehud (after eleven 
years of rule) gained entry to his palace and 
killed him [Bible Shof.3.14-25/Mid.Yal. Shof. 42.3/Sed. 01.12]. 


[Bible Shof. 9.22/ Sed.Ol./Yuch. 1[. 

-**- 2737 -1024 -**- 

Tolah (ben Pu’ah, from the tribe of Yissachar) 
succeeded Avimelech, and ruled for twenty- 
three years [Bible Shof. 10.1,2/ Sed.Ol.J. 

—-— 2758 -1003 —=**— 


2654 W -1107 


Devorah became leader. 

Shamgar ben Anath (a Kohen) — a shofet — 
ruled during the last years of Ehud’s (eighty 

year) rule [Bible Shof. 3.31/Mid.Yal.Shof.42.3/Tzem.Dav./ 
Sed.Had.]. They both died in 2654 [Toi.Am. 011 . 4 i]. 
Some maintain that Shamgar was after Ehud, 
as it appears in the Bible [Radakshof. 4 . 1 ]. 

brah (the proph- 

Sible Shof.5.31/Sed.Ol./ 

and, Barak (ben 


After Ehud and Shamg 
etess) ruled for forty 
Yuch.i], together with h 
Avinoam), who was also Known as Lapidut [Shof. 4 . 4 , 
Radak, Ralbcug/ T.D.B.E.9/ Mid.Yal. 42]. For twenty years of 
her rule, Bnei Yisrael were dominated by Yavin 
king of Canaan, and Sisra, his general, until she 
and Barak waged war against them [Bible shof.4/ 
Mid.YaLShof 42.3/Sed.Ol. 12]. 

Although Devorah was considered one of the shoftim 
Judges), some say she never actually acted as a judge 
on legal matters on her own, and that either she 
judged because of her prophecies or she in¬ 
structed the judges during her rule [Tos.Nid.50a]. 


-=**- 2694 -1067 —**— 

Devorah died, and Gideon became leader. 

After Devorah died in 2694, Gideon (ben Yo’ash, 
from the tribe of Menasheh) was leader (shofetJudge) 
for forty years [Bible Shof.8.28/Sed.Ol./Yuch.i]. He is also 
referred to as Yerubaal, because (at night on the 
15th Nissan) he destroyed an altar used for the 
worship of the Baal idol [Bible Shof.6.27, 32, / Mid.Yal.62]. 
For seven years of his rule, Bnei Yisrael were domi¬ 
nated and harassed by the people of Midyan until 
Gideon overpowered them in a surprise night attack 

[Bible Shof. 6.2-6; 7.19, 8.11, 28/ Ralbag Shof. 8.28/ Sed. Had.]. 


Ya’ir HaGil’adi (from the tribe of Menasheh) be¬ 
came a shofet in 2758, and he ruled for twenty 
two years [Bible shof. 10 . 3 / sed.oi./ Yuch.i ]. The begin¬ 
ning and the end of his leadership, actually over¬ 
lapped with that of Tolah and Yiphtach [Yuch.i]. 
The eighteen year domination and harass¬ 
ment of Bnei Yisrael at the hands of the people 
of Amon, started during Yair’s rule, in 2764 
(see 2779\-982) [Bible Shof. 10.8/Sed.Ol.]. 

- - 2779 -982 —=**— 

Eli (the Kohen) was born in 2772, [Tzem.Dav./ 
Sed.Had and Yiphtach HaGil’adi became shofet 
for six years, in 2779 [Bible shof. 12 . 7 /sed.oi./Yuch.ij. 
The domination and harassment by the people 
of Amon ended in 2782, (see 2758\-1003), 
when Yiphtach overpowered them in battle. 
Although Yiphtach ranked lowest among the 
shoftim, he was nevertheless a prophet [Bible 

Shof. 11.32,33/ Tal.R.H.25b/ Mid.Rab. Vay.37.3, Yal.Shof.67, 68]. 



Ivtzan, also called Bo’az, succeeded Yiphtach 
in 2785, and he ruled for seven years [Bible 
shof. 12 . 8 , 9/ Tai.B.B.9ia/Yuch. i ]. He married Ruth in 
his later years [Tai.B.B.9ia]. 

Bo’az was the son of Sal’mon the son of Nachs- 
hon ben Aminadav. Aminadav was the son of 
Ram, who was the son of Chetzron, who was the 
son of Peretz, the son of Yehuda [Bible Rut. 4 . 18 - 20 ]. 

-®- 2792 -969 -®- 

Eylon HaZevuloni (from the tribe of Zevulun) 
succeeded Ivtzan as shofet in 2792, and he 
ruled for ten years [Bible shof. 12 . 11 / Yuch.i]. 


2734 » -1027 


2802 » -959 


Avimelech succeeded his father Gideon as Avdon ben Hillel HaPir’atoni, who was from 

shofet in 2734, and he ruled for three years the tribe of Ephrayim, succeeded Eylon, and 
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Shoftim 

Judges and Early Prophets 


2488 

Yehoshua (Joshua) 

-3WC- 

-1273 

2516 

Zekeinim (Elders) 

-3625- 

-1245 


2533 Shoftim (Judges) -1228 

--3MP- 

2 533 Othniel ben Knaz -1228 
1573 Ehud ben Gerah -1188 

.654 Shamgar *died. -1107 

265 Devorah -1107 


269 Gideon -1067 


2734 

Avimelcch 

-1027 

2737 

Tolah ben Pu'ah 

-1024 

2758 

Ya'ir HaGil'adi 

-1003 

2779 

Yiphtach 

-982 

2792 

Eylon HaZevuloni 

-969 

2802 

Avdon ben Hillel 

-959 

281 

Shimshon (Samson) 

-951 

283 

Eli (HaKohen) 

-931 

2871 

Shinuel 

-890 



* All others listed at beginning of rule. 
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ruled for eight years [Bible shof. 12 . 13 - 15 /Yuch.i]. 

-=**- 2810 » -951 -—- 

Shimshon (Samson) became leader. 

Shimshon (ben Mano’ach, from the tribe of Dan) 
succeeded Avdon, and he ruled for twenty years 
(see 2830\-931) [Bibleshof.i 6 . 31 / Yuch.i]. His mother, 
Tzal’lephunit, was told that he should be a na- 

ZIR / Bible Shof. 13.3-5/ Tal.B.B. 91a/Bam.Rab.l0.5]. He Was 

famous for his great physical strength despite 
the fact that he was lame in both legs [Tai.san.i05a, 
Sot.iOa/Med Yai.shof 13.69J. He was the wisest of the 
wise in his generation, and for twenty years af¬ 
ter his death, the Plishtim were subdued, until 
they were certain that he had no sons who had 
inherited his Strength [Tal.Sot.10a, R.H.25b, Yer./Sed. 
Had./Mid.Yal. Shof. 16.71/Mrsha.Sot. 10a (2) (5)[. 


2830 -931 


Eli HaKohen 

Eli ruled as a shofet for i 


leader. 

3 and he also suc¬ 
ceeded Pinchas as Kohen Gadol (see 2516\-1245) 

[Bible Shm.14.18/Yuch. 1/ Mmn. Hakd.L’Yad]. He Was a descen¬ 
dant of Ithamar, the son of Aharon [RasH.shmi 2 . 3 q. 


Shmuel was bora. 


On the very day that Eli became leader, Cha- 
nah (Hannah) came to Shilo and prayed for a son 
(Shmuel) who was born in the same year [Sed.oi. 
13 /Rashi Naz.5a, shm.i i.9, 22]. Both she and her hus¬ 
band Elkana were prophets [Tal.Meg.14a, Rashi/Sed.Ol.20/ 
Mid.Rab.Bam. 10.5]. 

Shimshon (see 2810\-951) died in the year 
2831 [Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 


-=**- 2854 W -907 -**- 

David (ben Yishai) was born. 

David, who was born in 2854 [Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.], 
was the son of Yishai, who was the son of Oved, 
the son of Bo’az (see 2785\-976) and Ruth 
[Bible Rut.4. 20 ]. Ruth was the daughter or grand¬ 
daughter of Eglon, king of Mo’av (see 2573\- 
1188), who was a descendent of Balak (see 
2487\-1274) [ Tal. San. 105b, Sot.47a, Hor.lOb, Naz.23b[. 

-—- 2870 -891 —^— 

Eli died on the 10th Iyar (some say 2871) [tby. 
0 .C. 590 . 1 / TzemDav./ sed.Had], upon learning (from Shaul) 


that the Holy Ark had been captured by the Plish¬ 
tim, and that his two sons were killed in battle 

[Bible Shm. 14.1 8/ Mid. YaLShof.4.102/Rashi Shm.I4.12/Sed. Had.]. (This 

was the only occasion in which this Holy Ark was taken out to 

battle [Rashi Bible Dev. 10.1/ Radak Shm.14.4/Metz.Dav. Shm.14.7].) 

On the day that Eli died, the Mishkan was de¬ 
stroyed [Tal.Zev.118b]. 

Pessel Michah (see 2573\-1188) was worshipped 
by some, until this time [Bible shof.i 8 . 31 , Rashi 17 . 1 ]. 



Shmuel became leader. 

Shmuel, who had already gained acceptance 
as a leader during the life of Eli, succeeded 
him as SHOFET in 2781 [Bible Shm.14.1/Radak Shof.l8.1/ 
Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

The Mishkan was reconstructed at Nov, (see 
2870\-891) [Tai. zev.ii8b/sed.oi. 13]. The Holy Ark was 
in the hands of the Plishtim for seven months, 
until they returned it to Beit Shemesh [Bible shm.i 
6.1,15]. It was then brought by Bnei Yisrael to the 
house of Avinadav at Kiryat Ye’arim, where it 
remained for twenty years, even though the 
Mishkan was at Nov [Bible shm.i 7 . 1 - 2 ]. 

-=**- 2881 w -88O -**- 

Shmuel, at a later stage in his life, had appointed 
his two sons — Yoel 
and Aviyah — as 
leaders, but they 
were not following 
his ways. Then in 
2881 Bnei Yisrael 
asked Shmuel to 
appoint a king like 
all nations, and he 
did not immedi¬ 
ately approve of the 
idea [Bible Shm.I 8.1-7/ 

Tal.Naz. 5a, Tem. 14b.]. 

Shmuel himself 
was considered a 
leader without peer 
amongst the proph¬ 
ets [Mid. Shochar Tov 90.4], 
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Chapter 6 

Kings and the First Beit Hamikdash 


Jewish 



- -3MC - 

Secular 

Year 




Year 

2882 



Shaul was appointed king. 

-879 

2884 



David became king of Yehuda in Hevron. 

-877 

2892 

David Became King of Israel in Yerushalayim. 

-869 

2924 



Shlomo became king. 

-837 

2928 


Building of the Beit Hamikdash commenced. 

-833 

2935 

The First Beit Hamikdash Was Completed 

-827 

2964 

Shlomo Died and His Kingdom Was Divided. 

-797 

2964 


Rechav'am (son of Shlomo) became king of Yehuda. 

-797 

2964 


Yerav'am hen Nevat became king over Yisrael. 

-797 

3043 



Eliyahu went up in a chariot of fire. 

-718 

3084 

Yell 

o'ash 1 (Joash) renovated the Beit Hamikdash. 

-677 

3142 

| 2 | 

diayahu (Isaiah) began his prophecies. 

-619 

3187 

1—1 

ic first two of the ten tribes were exiled. 

-574 

3195 


Another two of the ten tribes were exiled. 

-566 

3199 


Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) became king of Yehuda. 

-562 

3205 


The Last of the Ten Tribes Were Exiled. 

-556 

3213 


Sancheriv invaded Erctz Yehuda and retreated. 

-548 

3228 


Menasheh (son of Chizkiyahu) became king of Yehuda. 

-533 

3298 


Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) began his prophecies. 

-463 

3303 


Yoshiyahu (Josiah) renovated the Beit Hamikdash. 

-458 

3319 

Yerushalayim was conquered, and Yehoyakim exiled. 

-442 

3321 

Yehoyakim burned the Megilla (Eycha) composed by Yirmiyahu. 

-440 

3327 

Yerushalayim conquered again, and Yehoyachin exiled. 

-434 

3331 


Yirmiyahu persisted in prophesying calamity. 

-430 

3332 


Yechezk'el (Ezekiel) prophecized in exile. 

-429 

3336 


The final Babylonian siege of Yerushalayim 

-425 

3338 


The walls of Yerushalayim were penetrated. 

-423 

3338 


The sacrifices ceased in the Beit Hamikdash. 

-423 


3338 The First Beit Hamikdash Was Destroyed. -423 
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Section II 

THE NATION 

Chapter 6 


The sixth Chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish history 
begins when the first king was appointed, and 
ends when the last king was dethroned, and 
the First Beit Hamikdash was destroyed. 

This book assumes that the reader is familiar 
with the major occurrences described in the T’nach (Bible), 
and therefore makes reference to many events and people 
without describing them. 

However, the events occurring at the end of this chapter, are 
scattered among many places in the T’nach (Bible), (notably 
in MELACHiM/Kings, Divrei HAYAMiM/Chronicles, and Yirmiyahu/ 
Jeremiah), and therefore required a more detailed mention in 
this book 


sfs & the First Beit Hamikdash 
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Kings of Yehuda 


Rechav'am 2964 
Aviyah 2981 


Assa 2983 
Yehoshaphat 3024 
Yehoram II 3047 
AchazyahuII 3055 


Athalya Ruled 3056 


Yeho'ash I 3061 


a 3100 


u 3115 


Yotam 3167 


Achaz 3183 


Chizkiyahu 3199 
Menasheh 3228 


Anion 3283 
Yoshiyahu 3285 
Yeho' achaz II 3316 
Yehoyakim 3316 
Yehoyachin 3327 
Tzidkiyahu 3327 


Kings of Yisrael 


Yerav'am I 2964 

Nadav 2985 

Ba'asha 2986 

Elah 3009 

Zinni 3010 

Omri 3010 

Ach'av 3021 

Achazyahu I 3041 

Yehoram I 3043 

Yehu 3055 

Yeho'achaz I 3083 

Yeho'ash II 3098 

Yerav'am II 3115 

Zeeharyahu 3153 

Shalom 3154 

Menachem 3154 

Pekachya 3164 

Pekach 3166 


Hoshea 3187 
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Shaul 

2882 

David (limited rule) 

2884 

Ish Boshet (limited rule) 

2889 

David 

2892 

Shlomo 

2924 


All Biblical Kings 


Kings of Yehuda 

Kings of Yisrael 


-COQC- 


Rechav'am 

2964 



2964 

Yerav'am I 

Aviyah 

2981 


Assa 

2983 



2985 

Nadav 


2986 

Ba'asha 


3009 

Elah 


3010 

Zimri 


3010 

Omri 


3021 

Ach'av 

Yehoshaphat 

3024 



3041 

Achazyahu I 


3043 

Yehoram I 

Yehoram II 

3047 


Achazyahu II 

3055 



3055 

Yehu 

Athalya Ruled 

3056 


Yeho'ash I 

3061 



3083 

Yeho'achaz I 


3098 

Yeho'ash II 

Amatzya 

3100 


Uziyahu 

3115 



3115 

Yerav'am II 


3153 

Zecharyahu 


3154 

Shalom 


3154 

Menachem 


3164 

Pekachya 


3166 

Pekach 

* Yotam 

3167 


Achaz 

3183 



3187 

Hoshea 

Chizkiyahu 

3199 


Menasheh 

3228 


Amon 

3283 


Yoshiyahu 

3285 


Yeho'achaz II 

3316 


Yehoyakim 

3316 


Yehoyachin 

3327 


Tzidkiyahu 

3327 
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Chapter 6 — Kings d2 the 1st Beit Hamikdash 95 


-=**- 2882 » -879 -=**- 

Shaul was appointed king. 

Shaul (ben Kish), who was from the tribe of Bin- 
yamin, was the first of forty three kings who 
reigned — some concurrently — for a total of 
456 years, until the destruction of the first Beit 
Hamikdash (see 3338\-423). 

He had been anointed by Shmuel in 2881 [Bible 
shm.i io.i/Tai.Tem.i4b], and was appointed in 2882 
[Tzem.Dav./sed.Had.]. Although he was chosen be¬ 
cause he was a very outstanding person [Bible 
shm.i 9 . 2 ; io.24], he nevertheless had to prove him¬ 
self — in the successful battle against Nachash 
the Amoni — before he was universally accepted 

[Bible Shm.i 11.11-14]. 

-—- 2883 w -878 -=**- 


was the Av Beit Din (Chief Justice) [Bible shm.i 17 . 55 ; 
21.8, RashiJ. 

When Shaul saw his three sons killed in a los¬ 
ing battle against the Plishtim, he attempted to 

take his own life [Bible Shm.i 31.2-6; II 1.6-9/Tzem.Dav./ 
Sed.Had.]. 

David became king in Hevron. 

David was thirty years old when he became king, 
in Hevron, upon the death of Shaul, and he 
ruled over his own tribe of Yehuda. His reign, 
in this limited form, lasted for seven and one 
half years [Bible Shm.n 2.4, ll/Metz.Dav.Mel.I2.11/ Tzem.Dav./ 
Sed. Had.]. 

The Mishkan at Nov was destroyed in this year 
(when Shmuel died), and was rebuilt at Giv’on. 
The Holy Ark was still at Kiryat Ye’arim until 
2892 (see 2871\-890) [Tal.Zev. 11 8b/ Tzem.Dav./ 
Sed.Had.]. 


When Shaul did not c~ 
ties, Shmuel sought a: 

kings [Bible Shm.i 13.13,14; 11 

discreetly in order no. 



ly fulfill his du- 
neage for future 
•8]. This was done 
ase the anger of 


Shaul [Bible shm.i 16.2]. Shmuel anointed David (ben 
Yishai, see 2854\-907), in 2883 [Sed.Had.]. He was 
the seventh of eight brothers [Bible shm.i 16.10; 17.12 


D.H.12.15, Rashi, Radak]. 

When David killed Golyath (Goliath), he received 
all the praise, and Shaul had to give him his 
daughter (Michal) for that feat, as he had prom¬ 
ised. Shaul then developed a jealousy towards 
David [Bible Shm.i 17.25; 18.6-8, 27-29]. 


-=**- 2884 -877 -**- 

Shmuel aged early and died on the 28th Iyar 
2884, four months before Shaul [Tai.Tan.5b; Rashi 
Shm.i 1.22, 12.2, Tern. 15a/ TBY. O.C. 580.1/ Sed.Had.]. He had 

transformed his leadership role into that of 
prophet only — in his later years — and gave 
the political leadership to others. (His sons, then 
Shaul, and then he appointed David). 

Shmuel wrote the books of Shoftim, Ruth, and 
Shmuel [Tal.B.B.lSa]. 

After the death of Shmuel, David married 
Avigayil, the widow of Naval [Bible shm.i 25 . 1 - 2 , 40 - 42 ]. 
In the last part of his life, Shaul was obsessed 
with his jealousy of David (his son-in-law), who 
was also his son Yehonatan’s best friend, and 
he hunted him all over the country. Gad, the 
prophet, assisted David with advice, when he 
was evading Shaul [Bible shm.i 19 - 24 ; 26 ; 22 . 5 ]. 

Avner was Shaul’s general, and Do’eg Ha’adomi 


-=**- 2892 -869 --- 

David became king of Israel in Yerushalayim. 

From 2884 until 2889 no one had ruled over all 
of Bnei Yisrael (see 2884\-877). In 2889, Avner 
appointed Ish Boshet (son of Shaul) as king of 
Bnei Yisrael, and he ruled for 2 years. Six 
months after Ish Boshet was assassinated, 
which David avenged, all of Bnei Yisrael ac¬ 
cepted David as their king [Bible shm. 112 . 8 - 10 ; 4.7; 5 . 1 - 

3/Rashi San.20a/Tzem.Dav./Sed. Had.]. 

David captured the fortress of the people of 
Yevussi, within Yerushalayim, and called it Ir 
(City of) David [Bible Shm.II 5 .7, 9;]. 

During the festive procession accompanying the 
Holy Ark to the new Ir David (in 2892), Uzah 
(ben Avinadav, see 2871\-890) humiliated the 
Ark and died. David then left it with Oved Edom 
Hagiti (the Levi) for three months, before con¬ 
tinuing to Yerushalayim [Bible shm.n 6 . 6 - 7 , io-ii/d.h.i 
26.4,5/ Tal. Sot. 35a/ Tzem. Dav.]. 

David instituted a 3rd blessing in Birkat HaMa- 

zon (Grace After Meals), (see 2488\-1273) [Tai.Ber.48b/ 

Kes.Mish. Hil. Ber. 2.1]. 

Natan the prophet told David that his son (not 
he) would build the Beit Hamikdash [Bible d.h.i 

17.1-15]. 


-=**- 2912 -849 —-— 

The incident with David and Bat Sheva (the 
daughter of Eliyam ben Achitofel) was on the 
24th Elul, after Uriyah, her husband had given 
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her a conditional divorce on the 7th Sivan. David 
was forgiven on the 10th Tishrei (Yom Kippur) 

[Bible Shm.II 11.3-4 /Tal.Shab.56a, Tos./ MidYal.Shm.il.151/ 
Zoh.Ber.Hakd.8a/Radak. Shm. II 17.3/Sed.Had.J. ShlomO Was 

born in 2912, and was their second son. The 

first son had died [Bible Shm.II ll.5; 12.18,24/Tal.San.69b/ 
Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.J. 

The incident with Amnon (David’s son) and 
Tamar (his stepdaughter) occurred in 2913 [Bible 
Shm.II 13/Radak Shm.II 13.1/ Tzem.Dav.]. 


2921 -840 


Avshalom (David’s son) fled to Geshur in 2915, 
after he took revenge on his half brother Amnon 
(for the incident with Tamar, see 2912\-849). 
He then returned to Yerushalayim for two years, 
before going to Hevron and declaring himself 
king in 2921 (with the support of David’s former 
advisor, Achitofel (see 2912\-849)). Avshalom 
died at the hands of Yo’av (David’s general and 
nephew), and his men 
a tree by the hair of h 

14.28; 15.9-12; 18.9,14,15, DM 


Le was caught in 

[Bible Shm.II 13.28,38; 
■hi Radak Shm.II 18.9/ 

Tal.Naz.5a, Tos./Tzem. Dav./Sed.Had.J. 

Sheva ben Bichri also attempted a rebellion 
against David and was killed [Bible shm.n 20 . 1 , 22 ]. 


-=**- 2924 -837 -**- 

David died and Shlomo became king. 

Towards the end of his rule, David counted Bnei 
Yisrael, and there were 1.3 million men of draft- 
able age, which translates into more than 5 
million people (see 2448\-1313) [Bible shm.n 24 . 9 , 
Radak; D.H.121.5, 6, Rashi 5J. 

In the last days of David’s life Adoniyahu (his 
spoiled son) proclaimed himself king, with the 
backing of Yo’av, (see 2921\-840). Natan the 
prophet advised Bat Sheva to inform David of 
this, and to remind him of his promise that 
Shlomo (her son) would become king. David 
subsequently dispatched Tzadok (Kohen Gadol), 
Natan (the prophet), and Benayahu (an impor¬ 
tant figure), to publicly anoint Shlomo, (who was 
only 12 years old). When word of this spread, 
everyone deserted Adoniyahu [Bible Meii 1 . 5 - 49 ; Rai- 
bag Mel.11.38/Sifri/ Sed.Had.J. 

David died (in Ir David) on Shabbat afternoon 
of Shavu’ot (which some say was on the 7th Sivan 
that year) [BibleMelI2.10/ TdLShab.30b, Yer.Chag.2.3/Zoh.Sh.Ter. 
156a/Tos.Chag.l7a/ Roshal Vay.q.Sed.Had./ Lik. Skh. 8.22. Note 8J. 
He wrote Tehillim (Psalms), which include some 
verses by ten elders [Tal. B.B.14b-15a, Rashi; Pes.ll7a]. 


-=**- 2928 w -833 -**- 

Building of the Beit Hamiktlash commenced. 

David had prepared many of the supplies needed 
for building the Beit Hamikdash, and he also gave 
Shlomo instructions [Bible d.h.i 22 ]. Building be¬ 
gan in Iyar, and Hiram, king of Tzur (Tyre), who 
was friendly with David, helped supply wood from 
Lebanon [Bible Shm.n5.11, MeLI5.24; 6.1, 37]. 

The components of the Mishkan — made by 
Moshe in the desert — were buried under the 
Beit Hamikdash [Tai.sot.9a/ Mid. Rab.Br. 42 .3]. 

Shlomo added to the 3rd blessing in Birkat 
HaMazon (Grace After Meals) (see 2892\-869) 

[Tal.Ber.48b/ Kes.Mish.Hil.Ber.2.1]. 


--- 2935 W -827 --- 

The First Beit Hamikdash was completed. 

On the 7th Tishrei, Shlomo gathered all of Bnei 
Yisrael to honor the entry of the Holy Ark into 
the new Beit Hamikdash. The extensive celebra¬ 
tions — including feasting, even on Yom Kip¬ 
pur, see 2449 \ -1312 — lasted for seven days, 
and they then celebrated Sukkot [Bible Meii 8 . 1 - 6 , 
65; D.H.II 5; 7.9/ Tal. M.K.9a, Shab.30a]. The finishing 

touches to the new building were completed in 

Cheshvan [Bible Mel.I 6.38, Ralbag; D.H.II 7.10, 11]. 

Shlomo was a disciple of Shim’i but he had 
cursed David during Avshalom’s uprising. 
Shlomo cunningly found grounds to have him 
killed. Shlomo subsequently married the daugh¬ 
ter of Pharaoh [Bible Mel.I2.8-9, Radak; 37-46/ Mid. Rab.Bam. 
10.3/ Sed.Had.]. 


-**- 2948 W -8l3 -**- 

Hiram the king of Tzur (Tyre) (see 2928\-833), 
gave Shlomo gifts of silver and wood supplies, 
and then they exchanged gifts of complete cit- 

ieS [Bible Mel.I 9/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.J. 


-**- 2964 W -797 -=**- 

Shlomo died, anti his kingdom was divided. 

Shlomo had composed Mishli (Proverbs), Kohelet 
(Ecclesiastes), and at the end of his life, Shir Hash- 
irim (Song of Songs) [Rashi B.B.14b, Tos., Mrsha.l5a]. 

When Yerav’am ben Nevat had criticized Shlomo 
for his wrongdoing, Achiyah Hashiloni — who 
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was already Eliyahu’s (Elijah’s) mentor at that stage 
— prophesied that Yerav’am would be king of ten 

tribes [Bible Mel.111.26, Rashi; 31/Yuch.l/SecL.Had.]. 


Shlomo died and Rechav’am was to be his suc¬ 
cessor. He rejected the advice of the older advis¬ 
ers (the elders), and accepted the advice of his 
friends, when he informed Bnei Yisrael that he 
would rule with a stronger hand than his fa¬ 
ther Shlomo. Bnei Yisrael then turned to 
Yerav’am I to be their king, and he reigned in the 

north [ Bible Mel.I 12.8,14,19/Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.j. 

Rechav’am subsequently ruled over the tribes of 
Yehuda and Binyamin, in Yerushalayim (the south), 
for seventeen years [Bible Mell 14.21/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.J. 
Yerav’am’s father, Nevat, was also identified as 
Michah (see 2573\-l 188) and Sheva (ben Bichri) 
(see 2921\-840) [ TalSan. 101b,Mrsha/RadakMeLI 11.26]. 
For three years, Bnei Yisrael were making vis¬ 
its to the Beit Hamikdash in Yerushalayim, thus 
strengthening the rule of Rechav’am [Bible d.h.ii 
ii.i6,i7]. Yerav’am I made two golden calves, for 


Bnei Yisrael to worshi 
one in the south. He th 
on the 23rd Sivan, to ; 



n the north and 
p border guards, 
:hem from going 


to the Beit Hamikdash, Tn uiuer to retain their 
loyalty to him [Bible Mel.I 11.28/ tby.o.c. sso.ij. 


2969 » -792 


Shlomo, criticized Yerav’am I. He was subse¬ 
quently killed by a lion [Bible Mel.113.1-4, 24/Rashi 13.1/ 
Sed.Had.j. 

Yerav’am I sent his wife to (secretly) consult 
Achiyah Hashiloni, about the sickness of his 
(rebellious) son Aviyah (who often went to the 
Beit Hamikdash, see 2964\-797). Achiyah 
Hashiloni prophesied to her that Yerav’am I’s 
dynasty would not last long (see 2986\-775) [Bible 

Mel.I 14.1-10/ Tal.M.K.28b], 

Yerav’am I was succeeded by his son Nadav as king 
of Yisrael in 2985 [Bible Mel.114.20/Tzem. Dau./Sed.Had.]. 

-**- 2986 W -775 -**- 

Ba’asha ben Achiyah, from the tribe of Yissachar, 
assassinated Nadav and the whole family of 
Yerav’am I in 2986 (see 2985\-776), and proclaimed 
himself king of Yisrael [Bible Mel.I 15.27-30/ Tzem.Dav./ 
Sed.Had.j. He continued to maintain Yerav’am’s 
golden calves for worship [Bible Meii 15 . 34 ; 16 . 2 ]. 


-=**- 2993 W -768 -»- 

Ba’asha king of Yisrael waged a battle against 
Assa king of Yehuda (see 2983\-778) [Bible Mei.i 

15.32/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed. Had.]. 


Shishak, king of Egypt, invaded Yerushalayim, 
and took treasures from the Beit Hamikdash and 
from the palace [Bible Mel.I 14.25, 26/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 



Rechav’am was succeeded by his son Aviyah, 
(Aviyam), who battled constantly with Yerav’am 
I, king of Yisrael [Bible Mei.i 15 . 1 , 7 , d.h.ii 13 . 2 , 14 - 19 / 

Tzem.Dav./Sed. Had.]. 



Assa succeeded his father Aviyah as king of 
Yehuda in 2983, but unlike his father and 
grandfather, he was a righteous person, simi¬ 
lar to his ancestor David. Peace reigned between 
Yehuda and Yisrael for the first ten years of his 
rule (see 2993\-768) [Bible Mei.i 15 . 8 - 11 , 16 , 32 ; 

Metz.Dav.16; D.H.II 14.5/Tzem.Dav./ Sed. Had.]. 

-^- 2985 W -776 -**- 

Ido, who had been a prophet since the time of 


-=**- 2998 -763 --- 

The largest battle recorded in the Bible took 
place when Zerach HaKushi invaded Eretz Ye¬ 
huda with over one million troops, and was de¬ 
feated by Assa [Bible D.H.II 14.8/ Tzem. Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

--- 3009 - -752 --- 

Elah succeeded his father Ba’asha as king of 
Yisrael, in 3009 [Bible Mel.I 16.6/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 
Yehu ben Chanani prophesied to Elah — as he 
had to Ba’asha — that their dynasty would not 
last long because they followed in the ways of 
Yerav’am I [Bible Mei.i 1 6. 1 , 7 ]. 

-=**- 3010 w -751 -- 

Zimri was a (cruel) servant in the palace of Elah. 
He killed Elah the king of Yisrael and all his 
family in 3010 (see 3009\-752), and pronounced 

himself as king [BibleMel.I 16.9,15/Radak 16.9/ Tzem. Dav./ 
Sed.Had.j. 
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When the people heard that Zimri had killed 
Elah, and made himself king, they countered 
by proclaiming Omri, a general, as king. Omri 
led an attack on the palace and the trapped 
Zimri — who had been king for seven days — 
set the palace alight, and perished in the flames. 
Nevertheless, part of Yisrael did not accept Omri, 
but followed Tivni (ben Ginat) for more than 4 
years — until he was killed in 3014 — and they 
all then accepted Omri as king [Bible Meii 16.16-24, 

Rashi 16.22, 23/Mid.Yal.MeU 15/ Sed.Ol./ Tzem. Dav./ Sed.Had.J. 

Omri built up Shomron as the capital of the 
kingdom of Yisrael, in 3020 [Bible Meii 16 . 24 / Tzem. 
Dav./ Sed.Had.J. 


(because Izevel had Navot killed for his vineyard), 
Ach’av had shown remorse [Bible Meii 21 . 29 ]. 
Michiyahu ben Yimla, the prophet (see 3024\- 
737), had assisted Ach’av in the war against 
Ben Haddad I, king of Aram, up until the point 
where Ach’av — in victory — treated Ben 
Haddad I like a brother. In the final battle, in 
3041 — after a 3-year pause — Ach’av was 
killed as Michiyahu had predicted, and his 
son Achazyahu I succeeded him as king of 
Yisrael [Bible Mel.120.13,22,25,32,42; 22.1 7,27; Rashi 20.13/ 
Tzem. Dav./Sed.Had.J. 

—-— 3043 -718 —-— 


3021 W -740 


Eliyahu went up in a chariot of fire. 


Ach’av succeeded his father Omri as king of Yis¬ 
rael, in 3021 [Tzem.Dav./ secLHad.]. He and his wife Izevel 
( 'Jezebel) turned further from the way of the To¬ 


rah than had all the ; 
16.30; 21.25], and they w> 
their attempt to kill ail ti 



g kings [Bible Mel.I 
1 st successful in 
Sts [BibleMeii 18.4]. 


Eliyahu had publicly reiurea ihe priests of the 
Ba’al (on Mount Carmel) and killed them. Izevel 
then sought to kill Eliyahu despite the fact that 
he had just predicted the end of a three year 

drought [Bible Mel.118.19-44; 19.2. 

Ovadya, a wealthy convert from Edom, became 
a prophet when he rescued 100 prophets from 
Ach’av by hiding them in caves and spending 
all his money to support them [Bible Meii 18.4/ Tai. 
San. 39b/ Mid. Rab.Sh. 31.4]. 


-- 3024 W -737 -^- 

Assa (king of Yehuda) — whose legs were 
stricken with illness in 3022 — died in 3024, 
and he was succeeded by his son Yehoshaphat 

[Bible Mel.I 15.23, D.H.II 16.12/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.J. 

Yehoshaphat, who had great respect for Torah 
scholars, followed in his father’s ways (see 
2983\-778) [Bible Mel.122.43]. 

In 3027, he sent messengers throughout Ye¬ 
huda, (Ovadya and Michiyahu were among 
them), to teach his people [Bible d.h.ii 17 . 7 - 9 / 
Tal.Mak.24a/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.J. 


—=**— 3041 -720 —**— 

When Eliyahu had prophesied to Ach’av (see 
3021 \-740) that his dynasty would be wiped out 


Achazyahu I was seriously injured when he fell 
from the attic balcony in 3043, two years after 
he succeeded his father as king of Yisrael. 
Shortly before Eliyahu went up in a chariot of 
fire — leaving Elisha behind — he conveyed a 
prophecy to Achazyahu I that he would not recover 
J.Bible Mein 1; 2.11; Radak 1.1/Sed.Ol. 17/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.J . 

Achazyahu I was succeeded (in 3043) by his brother 
Yehoram I, because he had no sons [Bible Mein 1 . 1 7]. 


--- 3047 — -714 --- 

Yehoram II became king of Yehuda in 3047 two 
years before his father Yehoshaphat died [Sed.oi. 17 / 
Rashi Mein 8.16/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.J. He Was married to 
Athalya (the daughter of Ach’av, king of Yisrael) 
[Bible Mein 8 . 18 ]. Yehoram II originally conducted his 
affairs in the proper manner, but he later strayed 
severely, by following the ways of his father-in- 
law, Ach’av [Bible Mel.II 8.27, D.H.II 21.6/Tal.Hor.Ub]. 


--- 3055 -706 --- 

Achazyahu II became king ofYehuda in 3055, when 
his father Yehoram II became very sick — as was 
prophesied in the letter sent to him by Eliyahu. 
Yehoram II died a year later, at the age of 40 [Bible 

D.H.n 21.12-20/Rashi Mein 9.29/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.J. 

Elisha had prophesied to Yehu (son of Yeho¬ 
shaphat, son of Nimshi) that he would become 
king. Yehu ben Nimshi (as he was called) rebelled 
against Yehoram I king of Yisrael (in 3055), and 
killed him, Izevel and all the remaining family of 
Ach’av (see 3056\-705). (The fulfillment of the 
prophecy of Eliyahu (see 3041\-720) had been 
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delayed for a generation, because Ach’av had 
shown remorse.) Yehu pronounced himself king, 
and he cunningly stamped out the Ba’al wor¬ 
ship that Ach’av had introduced [Bible MeU 21 . 29 ; n 
9; 10/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.J. 

—-— 3056 -705 


In the rebellion against Yehoram I king of Yis- 
rael (see 3055\-706), Yehu also killed 
Achazyahu II king of Yehuda. Athalya 
(Achazyahu’s mother, see 3047\-714), then 
killed almost all the rest of the royal family (of 
the House of David), and made herself queen in 
3056. However, Yehosheva managed to save a 
baby nephew (the son of her brother Achazyahu 
II) from (its grandmother) Athalya. Yehosheva, 
who was the wife of Yehoyada the Kohen Gadol 
(see 3098\-663), hid this year-old boy (Yeho’ash 
I) in the Beit Hamikdash, where he remained 
for six years [Bible Mein 2 23- > > i-?'Sed.Had.]. 


3061 


o 


After hiding the boy Yeho’ash I in the Beit 
Hamikdash for six years (see 3056\-705), Ye¬ 
hoyada (the Kohen Gadol) made him king of 
Yehuda in 3061, and in the process, Athalya 

was killed [Bible Mein 11,4-16, D.H.II23/Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 


3098 w -663 

Yeho’ash II succeeded his father Yeho’achaz I as 
king of Yisrael in 3098 [Bible Mein 13 . 9 , 10 /Tzem.Dav./ 
sed.Had.[. Elisha and his disciple, Yehoyada Kohen 
Gadol (see 3061 \-700), both died in this year [Bible 

Mel.II 13.14/Mid.Yal.Naso.q.Sed.Had./ Yuch.l/Sed.Had.J. 

Yeho’ash I had respected Yehoyada, and fol¬ 
lowed his advice (see 3061 /-700). However, af¬ 
ter Yehoyada‘s death, Yeho’ash I allowed him¬ 
self to be idolized — because he had lived in the 
Beit Hamikdash for six years (see 3056\-705) 
— and he subsequently strayed from his previ¬ 
ous ways [Bible D.H.II 24.17, Radak/Mid.Rab.Sh.8.2]. 

-=**- 3100 w -66l -~- 

Zecharyah ben Yehoyada had succeeded his 
father as Kohen Gadol (see 3098\-663), but he 
was killed on the orders of Yeho’ash I (king of 
Yehuda) on Yom Kippur, (which was also Shab- 
bat). Yeho’ash I was killed in bed, by his ser¬ 
vants, as a consequence of that incident [Bible 
D.H.II 24.21,22,25/Mid.Rab. Eych.2.4]. 

Amatzya succeeded his father Yeho’ash I, al¬ 
though he had already ruled for one year dur¬ 
ing his fathers life. He overpowered Edom in 
3112, and then instigated a battle with Yeho’ash 
II (king of Yisrael), and lost [Bible Mein 14 . 1 , 7 - 13 / 

Sed. Ol. 18/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 


--- 3083 W -678 

Yeho’achaz I succeeded his father Yehu, as king 
of Yisrael. Yona, who had been Elisha’s mes¬ 
senger to anoint Yehu (see 3055\-706), proph¬ 
esied that his dynasty would last for four gen¬ 
erations [Bible Mel.II 9.1, Rashi, 10.30, Rashi, 35]. 

The kingdom of Yisrael was dominated by 
Chaza’el the king of Aram and his son Ben 
Haddad II for most of the reign of Yeho’achaz I, 
until they were ousted later by Yeho’ash II his 
son (see 3098\-663) [BibleMein 13.3-5, Radak, MeLU 13.17- 
25/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 

3084 » -677 —**— 


Yelto ’ash I renovated the Beit Hamikdash. 

Approximately 155 years after Shlomo had be¬ 
gun building the Beit Hamikdash, Yeho’ash con¬ 
sidered it necessary to strengthen and redeco¬ 
rate the structure [Bible Mel.II 12.6,7/Sed. 01.18/ 
Tzem.Dav./ Sed. Had.]. 


3115 W -646 

Yerav’am II became king of Yisrael in 3115, three 
years before his father Yeho’ash II died [RashiMein 
15.8/Tzem.Dav./ Sed. Had.], and he extended the bor¬ 
ders of Eretz Yisrael, as had been prophesied 
by Yona (see 3083\-678) [BibleMein 14.25]. He later 
attempted to banish Amos the prophet (see 
3142\-619) because of his prophecy that his 
dynasty would not last [Bible Amos 7.10-17, Rashi]. 
When he was sixteen years old Uziyahu (son of 
Amatzya) was taken as king of Yehuda after a 
rebellion against his father in 3115 (see 3130\- 
631). Uziyahu, who was also called Azaryah, 
continued to rule for the fifteen years that his 
father Was Still alive [Bible Mel.II 14.19; 15.1, D.H.II 26.1/ 
Rashi Mel.II 15.8/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

—-— 3130 -631 —-— 

After the rebellion against him, Amatzya king of 
Yehuda (see 3115\-646) fled to exile, where he 
was killed fifteen years later (in 3130), during 








« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View | TOC | Index 

Chapter 6 — Kings d2 the 1st Beit Hamikdash 99 


his son Uziyahu’s rule [BibieMein 14 . 19 /RashiMei.n 15 . 8 ]. 
Uziyahu captured and rebuilt the city of Eilat, 
after the death of his father [Bible Mein 14 . 22 ]. 

--- 3142 -619 -**- 

Yesltayaltu (Isaiah) began his prophecies. 

Amos had begun his prophecies in 3140 (see 
3115\-646), and Hoshea had prophesied before 

him [RashiHosh. 1.2, Amos l.l/Tal.B.B.14b]. 

When in 3142 Uziyahu attempted to perform the 
incense burning sacrifice in the Beit Hamikdash 

— a function reserved specifically for Kohanim 

— he was struck with leprosy and was seriously 
incapacitated [Bible Mel.n 15.5, D.H.U 26.16-21/Sed.Ol. 19]. 

At that time — on that day — Yeshayahu made 
his first prophecy [Targ.Yon.Yesh.6.1, Rashi 1.1/Mid.Tan.Tzav 
13]. Amotz, the father of Yeshayahu, was a brother 
of Amatzya (see 3100\-661) [TaiMeg.iob]. 


8 


— 3153 

Zecharyahu succeeded 
as king of Yisrael, but he only ruled for six 
months, see 3154/-607. [Bible Mel.n 1 5.8]. 


her Yerav’am II 


--- 3154 -607 --- 

Shalom ben Yavesh rebelled against Zecharyahu 
— and killed him publicly — in 3154, thus ful¬ 
filling the prophecy of Yona (see 3083\-678). 
Shalom declared himself king of Yisrael [Bible Mel.n 
15.10-13/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

Menachem ben Gadi rebelled against Shalom 
after he ruled for only one month, and force¬ 
fully established his own rule [Bible Mel.n 15 . 14 , 1 6]. 
Phul, king of Ashur (Assyria), invaded Eretz Yis¬ 
rael, and Menachem paid a very large sum for 
him to withdraw his forces [Bible Mein 15 . 19 , 20 ]. 


—-— 3164 w -597 —-— 

Pekachya succeeded his father Menachem as 
king of Yisrael [Mel.n 15 . 23 /Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 


—-— 3167 — -594 —-— 

Yotam succeeded his father Uziyahu as king of 
Yehuda in 3167 [Bible MeLU 15.32/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 
Michah began his prophecies during the reign of 
Yotam; and at that time there were four major 
prophets — Hoshea, Yeshayahu, Amos and Michah 
(see 3142\-619) [BibleYesh.l.l,Hosh.l.l,Mich.l.l/TaLPes.87a]. 

--- 3183 ^ -578 --- 

At the end of Yotam’s rule (see 3167\-594), the 
kingdom of Yehuda had protracted battles 
against Retzin, king of Aram, and against 
Pekach, king of Yisrael (see 3187\-574) [BibieMein 
15.37,38, Rashi, Radak, Ralbag]. 

Achaz succeeded his father Yotam (in 3183), but 
did not follow in the ways of King David at all. He 
tampered with the sanctity of the Beit Hamik¬ 
dash, and curtailed the study of Torah [Bible Mein 
16.2-18/ Tal.San.103b, Maharsha/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 

—-— 3187 » -574 —-— 

First two of the ten tribes were exiled. 

Achaz (king of Yehuda) had arranged — by way 
of a bribe — that Tiglath Pil’esser. king of Ashur 
(Assyria), should help him in his protracted war 
against Aram, and against Pekach (king of Yis¬ 
rael) [BibieMein 16.7,8]. 

It was at the end of the reign of Pekach (in 3187) 
that Tiglath Pil’esser invaded Eretz Yisrael, con¬ 
quered territoiy, and expelled the tribes of Gad, 
Reuven, and half of Menasheh (see 2503V1258) [Bible 

MeLU 15.29, Ralbag, D.H.15.26/Mid.Rab.Eycha Petichta 5/ Rashi MelU 
17.1/Tzem.Dav. /Sed. Had.]. 

When the tribe of Hoshea ben Elah was expelled 
(the tribe of Reuven), he rebelled against Pekach, 
and became king of Yisrael [Bible Mein 15 . 30 /Sed.Had.]. 
He was the last king of Yisrael, but in reality 
merely the local representative of the king of 
Ashur until he rebelled against him (see 3195\- 
566) [Bible Mein 17 . 3 , 4 , Ralbag i7.i]. On the 15th Av he 
removed the border guards (see 2964V797), and thus 
became the only king of Yisrael to allow his people 
to gO to the Beit Hamikdash [TalGit.88a, Tan.30b-31a]. 


—-— 3166 ^ -595 —-— 

Pekach ben Remalyahu, the general, rebelled 
against Pekachya, and became king of Yisrael 
in 3166 [Bible Mel.II 15.25/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 


--- 3195 -566 --- 

Another two of the ten tribes were exiled. 

Hoshea ben Elah king of Yisrael, rebelled (in 
3195) against Shalmanessar king of Ashur 
(Assyria), who retaliated by expelling the tribes 
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of Zevulun and Naftali from Eretz Yisrael [Bible 
Mel.II 17.4-6/Mid.Rab.Eycha Petichta 5/Rashi Mel.II 17.1/ 
Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 


3199 w -562 


Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) became king of Yehuda. 


Chizkiyahu succeeded his father Achaz in 3199, 
and he subsequently was (one of) the most righ¬ 
teous of all the kings of Yehuda (some say more 
than King David). He took care to ensure that 
all the people were well educated in the laws of 
the Torah, and he refused to be dominated by 
the king of Ashur (Assyria) , as his father was (see 
3187\-574). He also repelled the Plishtim from 
Eretz Yehuda [Bible Mein 18.1, Rashi, 5, Radak, Ralbag 7,8/ 


Tal. San. 94b/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

Chizkiyahu and his peers — who continued 
after him — recorded the books of Yeshayahu, 
Mishli (Proverbs), Shir Hashirim (Song of Songs), 
and Kohelet (Ecclesic 2 e 2964\-797) 

[Tal.B.B. 15a, Rashi, Tos., Mah 


3205 



-556 


The last of the ten tribes were exiled. 

Shalmanessar invaded Eretz Yisrael in 3202 (see 
3187\-574, 3195\-566), and by 3205 had com¬ 
pletely conquered it, and destroyed the capital, 
Shomron (see 3010\-751). He then expelled the 
remainder of the ten tribes [Bible Mein is.9-1 1 ; 17.6, 
Radak 17.24, Rashi 17.1/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

The king of Ashur (Assyria) resettled peoples 
from other conquests around Shomron. The 
people of Kutha (see 1948\-1813) and Bavel 
(Babylonia) were among them. When these 
peoples — the Kuthim — were (later) attacked 
by lions, they saw it as an omen, and re¬ 
quested to be taught the religion of the land, 
which they did not then fully accept (although 
some say they subsequently did, and then 
rejected it again at a later stage) (see 
4046 \286) [Bible Mel.II 17.25,33/Tal.San.85b, Rashi, 
Kid. 75b, Min. 42a, Rashi, Tos/Tos.Suk.8b], 

—~— 3213 » -548 —-— 

Sancheriv invaded Eretz Yehuda, 
and retreated. 

Sancheriv king of Ashur (Assyria), was expand¬ 
ing his empire. He resettled all the peoples of 
his conquests (see 3205\-556). He invaded 
Eretz Yehuda, and approached Yerushalayim. 


Chizkiyahu was terminally ill at the time, but 
was informed by Yeshayahu that he would 
live for a further fifteen years [Bible Mein 18 . 1 3, 

19.35-37, 20.1-6; Yesh.37.38/ Sed. 01.23/ Tal. San. 96a, 
Ber.28a/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

When Yeshayahu insisted that Chizkiyahu 
marry and have children, Chizkiyahu mar¬ 
ried Yeshayahu’s daughter [ Tal.Ber. 10a, Hag.Bach]. 
On the third day of his illness, Chizkiyahu 
recuperated, as Yeshayahu had prophesied. 
On that night (15th Nissan), when Bnei Ye¬ 
huda were celebrating with their Pesach sac¬ 
rifices, Sancheriv miraculously — and hast¬ 
ily — withdrew. On his return home, he was 
killed by his sons, while worshipping his idol 
(a board from Noah’s ark) [BibleMein 19 . 35 - 37 ; 20 . 1 - 

11, Yesh.37.38/ Sed.01.23/Tal.San. 96a/ Mid.Rab.Sh. 18.5/ 
Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 

Sancheriv left some Egyptian prisoners in 
Eretz Yehuda in his hasty withdrawal. They 
subsequently converted, and returned to 
Egypt [Tal.Min. 109b/Rashi Yesh.19.18j. 


—-— 3228 - -533 —-— 

When Chizkiyahu had befriended a delegation 
of well-wishers from Bavel (Babylonia), Yeshayahu 
prophesied about the exile of his descendants 
in that country [Bible Mein 20 . 12 -I 8 ]. 

Menasheh (son of Chizkiyahu) became king. 

Menasheh succeeded his father Chizkiyahu as 
king of Yehuda in 3228, and initially he was 
the worst of all the kings of Yehuda. He placed 
a statue in the Beit Hamikdash on the 17th 

Tammuz [Bible Mel.II 21.2-7/Tal.San.103b, Tan 26b, Rashi, 
Yer.Tan.4.5(23b)/ TBY.O.C.549/ Tzem. Dav./ Sed.Had.]. He 

killed Yeshayahu (his grandfather, see 3213\- 
548) [Tai.Yev.49b], and was warned by the proph¬ 
ets Nachum and Chabakuk that his deeds 
would cause the destruction of Yehuda [Bible Mein 

21.10-14, Rashi/Mid.Yal.Chab.l]. 


--- 3283 -478 --- 

Menasheh’s reign was the longest of both Yehuda 
and Yisrael. He was captured by the armies of 
Ashur (Assyria) in 3250, and taken to Bavel (Baby¬ 
lonia) for a while, and there he changed his ways 

[Bible D.H.n 33.11,12/Sed.Ol.24/TalSan.l03a/T.D.B.E. 19]. 

Amon succeeded his father Menasheh in 3283. 
He conducted his affairs in a very bad way, and 
was killed by his servants, who were subsequently 
killed by the people. The people then turned to 
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Yoshiyahu (bsiah) his son and proclaimed him king 
(see 3285\-476) [BibleMein 21 . 21 - 24 /. 

--- 3285 w -476 --- 

Yoshiyahu (psiah) the son of Amon was only eight 
years old when he was proclaimed king of Ye¬ 
huda in 3285 (see 3283\-478). (Bible Mein 22 . 1 / 
Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.] . He began to follow in the ways 
of King David in earnest in 3293, and in 3297 
he began cleansing Yehuda of idol worship, a 
program that he intensified after the prophecy 
of Chuldah (see 3303\-458) [Bible d.h.ii 34 . 3 /Radak 
Mel.II 23.4, Ralbag 23.25/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

—-— 3298 -463 —-— 


Holy Ark (and other holy items), in an under¬ 
ground chamber built by Shlomo [Bible d.h.u 35.3 
Metz.Dav./TaLCri.5b, Yom.52b, Hor.l2a/ Mmn.Hil. B.Hab.4.1]. 
N’cho, Pharaoh of Egypt, was passing his armies 
through Eretz Yehuda in 3316 on his way to war 
with Ashur (&yna) . Yoshiyahu went out against 
him and was killed. The people of Yehuda 
anointed Yeho’achaz II (his younger son) as king. 
After he had served for three months, Pharaoh 
N’cho took him into captivity (where he eventu¬ 
ally died) [Bible Mein 23.29-34/Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had]. Then 
Pharaoh N’cho appointed Elyakim — an older 
son of Yoshiyahu — as the king, and renamed 
him Yehoyakim [Bible Mel. 1123 . 34 ]. 

In 3317 — because of the prevailing uncer¬ 
tainties — Yehoyakim appointed his son Ye- 
hoyachin (who was also called Yechanya) to 
rule after him [Bible D.H.II 36.9, Mel.II24.8, Radak]. 


Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) began his prophecies. 


Yirmiyahu ben Chilkiyahu HaKohen (who, some 
say, was Chilkiyahu 


3303\-458), began his 

Yir. 1.1, Radak/ Tos.B.K.16b/Sel 



hen Gadol, see 
:ies in 3298 [Bible 


In 3302 Yirmiyahu returned some of the people 
of the ten tribes from their exile, to live under 
the rule of Yoshiyahu [Tai.Erch. 12 b, 33a, Tos./RashiMei.n 


23.22, San. 110a/Sed.Had.]. 

Tzephanya, a descendent of Chizkiyahu, was also 
prophesying during the reign of Yoshiyahu [BbieTze.1.1]. 


--- 3303 -458 --- 

Yoshiyahu renovated the Beit Hamikdash. 

In 3303 Yoshiyahu began renovations of the 
Beit Hamikdash, (218 years after Yeho’ash I, 
see 3084\-677). Chilkiyahu, the Kohen Ga¬ 
dol, found a Sefer Torah which had been hid¬ 
den during the period when Achaz would have 
probably destroyed it (see 3183\-578). 
Yoshiyahu consulted Chuldah, the prophetess 
(wife of Shalum ben Tikva), and she confirmed 
(see 3285\-476) that there was significance in 
the fact that the scroll was opened to the dire 
predictions of exile [Bible Mein 22 . 4 , 5 , 13 - 15 , d.h.ii 34 . 8 / 
Rashi Mel.II 22.8/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

—-— 3316 W -445 —-— 

Yoshiyahu had been concerned about the nu¬ 
merous prophecies of destruction — of the Beit 
Hamikdash — and he consequently buried the 


--- 3319 -442 --- 

Yerusludayim conquered, Yehoyakim exiled. 

In 3318, Nebuchadnetzar the king of Bavel (Baby¬ 
lonia) — who was a very short man — rebelled 
against the king of Ashur (&syria) who domi¬ 
nated Bavel (see 3205\-556). In 3319 he invaded 
Eretz Yehuda and conquered Yerushalayim, 
plundered the Beit Hamikdash, and expelled 
Yehoyakim the king to Bavel (Babylonia), together 
with Daniel — who was 15 — Chananyah 
Misha’el, and Azaryah, (among others). He re¬ 
turned Yehoyakim to rule — under his domin¬ 
ion — over Yehuda which Yehoyakim did for 
three years / BibleDan.l.l-6,IbnEztul.4/ Tcd.Erch.12a/Mid.YaLDan.4 
(1062)/ T.D.B.E.Rab.31 (29?)/ Radak Mein 24.1/ TzemDav./ Sed.Had.]. 


3321 -440 


Yehoyakim burned the Megilla 
(Eycha) composed by Yirmiyahu. 

Yirmiyahu persistently prophesied about an 
imminent calamity unless the people changed. 
In 3320 he documented such a prophecy in a 
Megilla called Eycha (bmentations) and distrib¬ 
uted it through Baruch ben Neriyah — his dis¬ 
ciple — because he himself was imprisoned by 
Yehoyakim. The people proclaimed a fast be¬ 
cause of the serious message it conveyed, but 
Yehoyakim heard it read, tore it, then threw it 
into the fire, on the 28th Kislev [Bible 

Yir.36.5,9,10,22,23; 45.1, Rashi 36.5; 37.4/see IbnEz Eych.1.1/ 
TBY.O.C.580.1/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 
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3327 W -434 


Yerushalayim conquered again, and Yehoy- 
achin exiled. 


Uriyahu the prophet fled to Egypt after proph¬ 
esying about imminent disaster. Yehoyakim had 
him returned, and killed him [Bible Yir. 26 . 20 - 23 ]. 
Yehoyakim rebelled against Nebuchadnetzar in 
3323, and four years later (in 3327) he was de¬ 
feated on the battle field. He died while being led 
in prisoners’ chains [BibleMel.n24.1,2, Radak, D.H.n36.6Radak/ 


Mid. YaLMein 24/Ibn Ez.Dan. 1.4/TzemDav./ SedLHad.]. 

Yehoyachin then succeeded his father Yehoy¬ 
akim (see 3316\-445) as king of Yehuda. How¬ 
ever he only ruled for three months (and ten days) 
before Nebuchadnetzar had Yerushalayim laid 
under siege for the second time, and Yehoyachin 
surrendered peacefully. Nebuchadnetzar plun¬ 
dered the Beit Hamikdash (again) and the pal¬ 
ace, and he took the leaders of the people, in¬ 
cluding Yehoyachin, Ye 


Mordechai (who may yet 
430), to Bavel (Babylonia) 

Yech.l.1,2, Est.2.6]. 



the prophet) and 

a youth , see 3331 V 

24.8-16, D.H.II36.9,10, 


Nebuchadnetzar appointed Tzidkiyahu king of 
Yehuda (some say after turning him back from 
the exile), and made him ruler of his surround¬ 
ing conquests [Bible Mel.II 24.17, Yir.27.3, Rashi/Sed.Had.]. 
Tzidkiyahu (whose name was also Matanya, and 
Shalum, until Nebuchadnetzar changed it) was 
the third son of Yoshiyahu to be king, and was 
an uncle to Yehoyachin, whom he succeeded. 
He was the last king of the House of David [Bible 

Mel.II 24.17, D.H.13.15, D.H.II 36.10, Rashi/Tal.Git.5b/Tzem.Dav./ 


Sed.Had.]. 

At this time, Nebuchadnetzar was training the 
intelligent young exiles in Bavel (Babylonia) (see 
3319\-442) for (civic) leadership. Daniel and his 
friends were among them, who agreed to only 
eat certain vegetables and water [Bible Dan. 1 . 1 - 6 , 121 . 


would be disaster. He also prophesied that Cha- 
nanyah would die that year, which he did [Bible 

Yir.28/Mid. Yal. Yir.28[. 


--- 3332 -429 --- 

Yechezk'el (Ezekiel)prophesied in exile. 

Yechezk’el’s first recorded prophecy — on the 
5th Tammuz 3332 — did not pertain to 
Yerushalayim. However, on the 5th Elul 3333, 
he prophesied about its imminent destruction 

[Bible Yech.1.1-3, Rashi; 8.1, Radak, 8.18; 9.4-10; 11.4-11; 12.8- 
11, 17-20], 

On the 10th Av 3334, he was consulted by 
the elders who were struggling to find mean¬ 
ing in their religious life in exile / Bible Yech. 20 . 1 , 
Rashi]. Yirmiyahu also addressed that uncer¬ 
tainty, by sending a letter telling the people 
not to return, but to settle down to a normal 
life for seventy years [Bible Yir. 29 . 1 - 11 /Mmn.Pir.Mish. 
Hakd.-Begin. (2nd)]. 


—-— 3336 ^ -425 —-— 

The final Babylonian siege of Yerushalayim. 

Tzidkiyahu rebelled against Nebuchadnetzar, 
who then returned to Yerushalayim to recap¬ 
ture it in on 10th Tevet 3336 [Bible Mei. 1124 . 20 ; 
25. l/Yech.24.1,2/Tzem.Dav./Sed. Had.]. Many people 

had taken refuge in (the fortified city) 
Yerushalayim before the siege, and food had 
become extremely Scarce [Bible Yir. 8.14; 52.6;Eycha 
1 . 11 / t.d.b.e.30]. The army of Yehuda, inside the 
walls of Yerushalayim, had inflicted heavy ca¬ 
sualties on the Babylonian army outside 

[Mid. Yal.Eycha 1009]. 


3337 w -424 


—-— 3331 -430 —-— 

Yirmiyahu persisted in prophesying calamity. 

Yirmiyahu, who was released from prison by 
Tzidkiyahu, continuously prophesied about an 
imminent destruction [Bible Yir. 37 . 4 , Rashi, 28 . i]. In Av 
3331, he debated with Chananyah ben Azur, 
who had prophesied that Nebuchadnetzar and 
his armies would soon leave Eretz Yehuda. 
Yirmiyahu exclaimed that he too, wished it be 
so, but that unless the people changed, there 


Yirmiyahu was accused of treason — because 
his prophecies were demoralizing — and 
Yir’iyah (the grandson of Chananyah, see 
3331\-430) falsely testified that he had seen 
him conspiring with the enemy. Some minis¬ 
ters had Yirmiyahu lowered into a dungeon, 
but Tzidkiyahu saved him, and locked him in a 
courtyard prison. He continued to prophesy, 
about exile — and future return — about the 
destruction of Yerushalayim, and about how 
the Egyptians —who were on their way to as¬ 
sist -would soon withdraw [Bible Yir. 32.1-2; 33.1-7; 

37.7,13; 38.1-6,10,13,1 7-18/Mid. Yal. Yir. 28]. 
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Yirmiyahu had cursed the day he was born 
(which was the 9th Av), because he despised 
being a prophet witness of doom for the land 
and the people that he loved [ Bible Yir.n.i4; 15 . 10 ; 

20.14-18/Mid. Yal. Yir.36/Sed.Had.3298J. 

--- 3338 -423 --- 

The First Beit Hamikdash was destroyed. 

The attack on Yerushalayim was led by 
Nebuzradan, one of Nebuchadnetzar’s ministers 
[BibleMein25.8,9], and on the 9th Tammuz the walls 
of Yerushalayim were penetrated [Bible Yir. 52 . 6 - 7 / 
Tzem.Dav./sed.Had.]. On the 17th Tammuz sacrifices 
ceased in the Beit Hamikdash [Tai.Erch.iib]. 
Tzidkiyahu attempted to escape via an eighteen- 
mile-long tunnel, but was captured by some en¬ 
emy troops, who, while chasing a deer, saw him 
coming out at Yericho. He was taken to Neb- 
uchadnetzar, who was in Rivlah (Anti¬ 



och) [BibleMel.II25.3-7, Rashi 25.4/ Tal.Eruv.61b/ Mid.Rab.Bam.2.9, 
Yal.Mel.251.25 / Rashi Yech.ll.10]. 

On Friday the 7th Av, the enemy entered the 
Beit Hamikdash, where they feasted and van¬ 
dalized until late in the 9th, when they set the 
structure afire. The fires burned for 24 hours 

[Bible Mel.II25.8, Yir.52.13/Tal.Tan.29a]. 

The conquering armies confiscated the archives 
of Yehuda, including the writings of Shlomo, 
and took them for the scholars of Babylonia 

[Kuz.1.63; 2.66, Otz.Nechm./ Mmn.Gd.Ppl. 1.71/Tor.HaOl.3.7]. 

In Eretz Yehuda there remained only a small 
number of yehudim (jews) — as they were now called, 
instead of ivrim (Hebrews) (see 3390\-371) / Rashi 

Est.2.5/ see Bible Mel.II 26, 28; Yir.43.9, 52.28,30; Dan.3.12/ 

Onk.sh.2.6 etc.]. Many had died of hunger and dis¬ 
ease during the siege, vast numbers were killed 
by enemy troops, and many were taken to exile 
in Bavel (Babylonia). [Bible Mein 25 . 11 - 13 , Yir. 52 . 15 , 16 , 30 , 

Yech.5.2,12 / Tal. Git. 57b, 58a, San.96b/Sed. Had.5380-3]. Oth¬ 
ers fled to what was later known as France, Ger¬ 
many and Spain [Ovad.1.20, Rashi, IbnEz.]. 


[3338\-423 is continued in chapter 7.] 
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Chapter 7 

Exile in Babylon 


Jewish 

Year 

3339 


- -zap - 

Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed. 

Secular 

Year 

-423 

3340 

Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnetzar's dream. 

-421 

3352 

Yeehezk'el prophecized about the future Beit Hamikdash. 

-410 

3389 

□ 

Daniel read the writing on the wall. 

-372 

3389 

Daniel was thrown into the lion's den. 

-372 

3390 


Zerubavel led the return to Eretz Yisrael. 

-371 

3391 Building 

of Second Beit Hamikdash commenced, then halted. 

-370 

3395 


Achashverosh II made his great banquet. 

-366 

3399 


Esther was taken to the palace. 

-362 

3404 

Esther took action against Hainan's decree. 

-357 

3406 Mordechai Proclaimed The Celebration Of Purim. 

-355 

3408 

Building of the Second Beit Hamikdash was resumed. 

-353 


3412 The Second Beit Hamikdash Was Completed. -349 
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RIVERS OF BABYLON, 
CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA 
(JUDEA) 



Chapter 7 

Exile in Babylon 

- -TJZ- - 


The seventh Chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish 
history begins with the destruction of the 
first Beit Hamikdash, and the forced exile to 
Bavel (Babylonia). The people were called 
Jews, at this stage, (rather than Children of 
Israel). 

The chapter ends when some Jews returned 
to live in Eretz Yisrael and the 
Second Beit Hamikdash was erected. 
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Chapter 7 — Exile in Babylon '/ i 'I 


[3338\-423 is continued from chapter 6.] 

--- 3338 -423 --- 

Nebuchadnetzar issued a command (to his 
people) to take care of Yirmiyahu. He was re¬ 
leased from the courtyard jailhouse (see 3337\- 
424), but insisted on chaining himself to the 
people being led into exile. However, he then 
decided to remain in Eretz Yisrael rather than 
live a privileged life in Bavel ( Babylonia ), as he 
had been promised / Bible Yir.39.H-14; 40.1,4; Rashi/ 
Mid.Yai. Teh. 137 /RashiMeg.i3aj. Gedalyah ben Achikam, 
who was appointed ruler, instructed the people 
who were left in Eretz Yisrael to live peacefully 
with the new circumstances [Bible Mein 25 . 22 , 24 ]. 


—-— 3339 -422 —-— 

On the 5th Tevet a messenger came, to inform 
Yechezk’el, and the other Jews (yehudim) who 
were already in Bavel (Babylonia) (see 3319\-442, 
3327\-434) that Yerushalayim was conquered 
(and the Beit Hamikdash had been destroyed) 

[Bible Yech.33.21-22, Metz.Dav.]. 

The Jews being led to exile after the destruc¬ 
tion were not led directly to Bavel, but were di¬ 
verted in different directions. Thus, despite 
their continuous march, they arrived in Bavel 
much later [Mid.Rab.Br.82.10, Eycha2.4, Yal Teh.137/ Rashi 
Tze. 2 . 8 ]. Many then died when they drank the 
water of the Euphrates [Mid.Yai. Teh. 137 ]. 

On the 1st Adar Yechezk’el prophesied about 
the fall of Egypt [Bible Yech.32.1, Radak]. 


3339 19W -423 


Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed. 

Yishmael ben Netanya 
David, whose mother 
non-Jewish royal fai 


(Cendant of King 
iescendant of a 
was incited by 
Ba’aliss the king of Amon, that he should be 
ruling, not Gedalyah [Bible Yir.40.14, Metz.Dav., MetzTz/ 
Tal.Meg.15a, Yer.Hor.3.8 / Radak Yir.41.1], Yochanan ben 

Kareyach then warned Gedalyah of a plot. Geda¬ 
lyah, because of his honesty, did not believe he 
was being deceived by Yishmael, but while they 
sat together at dinner on the 2nd Tishrei, Yish¬ 
mael killed him [Bible Yir.40.14; 41.1-2, Radak/ TBY.O.C.549]. 

Subsequently Yishmael killed Gedalyah‘s local 
supporters as well as the Babylonian troops who 
were in the vicinity. He then began leading the 
remaining people to Amon. When Yochanan, 
who was a leader of some stray troops, heard 
what Yishmael had done, he pursued Yishmael, 
who escaped with a handful of people. Yocha¬ 
nan, afraid that the Babylonians would seek 
retaliation, led the people — including 
Yirmiyahu — to Egypt. This was against the ad¬ 
vice of Yirmiyahu (whom he had initially con¬ 
sulted) [Bible Yir. 4i; 42; 43]. According to some, Plato 
had discussions with Yirmiyahu in Egypt 

[Tor.HaOl.l.l q. Sed.Had.3300]. 

All the children of Tzidkiyahu were killed in his 
presence in the north at Rivlah (Antioch) (see 
3338\-423) — then he was blinded, on the 7th 
Cheshvan, and led in chains into exile [Bible Mein 
25.7/TBY. O.C.580.1]. 

Serayah — the kohen gadol — a descendent of 
Pinchas (ben Elazar), was also one of those killed 
at Rivlah [Bible Mel.II 25.18-21, Radak, Ralbag; Ez.7.1-5, 
Metz.Dav. 7.1]. 


—-— 3340 - -421 —-— 

Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnetzar’s dream. 

Nebuchadnetzar asked Daniel to remind him 
of the dream he had just had, as well as to 
interpret it; and he subsequently wanted to 
idolize him, for having been successful in both. 
However, he rewarded him with a powerful 
position instead [Bible Dan.2. 1 - 5 , 46,48, Rashi Dan.2.1, 46/ 
Sed.Ol.25/Mid.Yai. Dan. 1060.2]. 

On the 10th Tishrei (Yom Kippur), Chananyah, 
Misha’el, and Azaryah, who were given positions 
of power at Daniel’s request, refused to bow down 
to Nebuchadnetzar’s new idol, but were miracu¬ 
lously saved from the fire into which they were 
thrown. On that day, also in Bavel (Babylonia) 
Yechezk’el prophesied about the dry bones [Bible 

Dan. 2.49, 3.12-27, Yech.37/ Tal.San.92b / Mid. Yal. Sh.Hsh.7.9]. 


--- 3342 W -4I9 -_- 

Tzur (Tyre) was conquered by Nebuchadnetzar, and 
those Jews who had taken refuge in Tzur — and 
also in Amon and Mo’av — were now also taken 
to Bavel (Babylonia) [Bible Yir. 52 . 30 , Rashi]. 

Normal life continued in exile (see 3332/ -429), 
and eventually some Jews became veiy wealthy 
and influential. They settled in many cities, in¬ 
cluding Hutzal and Neharde’a — where they built 
notable synagogues — and also in Tel Aviv. They 
also excelled in the study of Torah (in Aramaic) 
[Bible Yech.3.15/ Tal.B.K. 80a, Meg.29a, Git.6a/ Rashi B.K.80a/ 
Tos.B.K.80a, Git.6a, Yev. 115a/T.D.B.E.Rab.5, 23/ Igg.R.Sher.Gaon/ 
Mmn.Hii.Nizk. Mam. 5.8]. As they integrated among other 
peoples, the use of Hebrew as a language began 
to decline [Mmn.Hil.Tfi.l.4]. 
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—-— 3346 ^ -415 —-— 

Egypt was conquered by Nebuchadnetzar, and 
Yirmiyahu and Baruch ben Neriyah were taken 
to Bavel (Babylonia) with the few survivors of those 
who had gone to Egypt in 3339 [Bible Yir. 44 . 28 , Radak ; 
44.30 Metz.Dau/Sed.oi.26]. The whole region was to¬ 
tally desolate, having been conquered by Neb¬ 
uchadnetzar, who sacked and looted, but did not 
seriously concern himself with dominion (over 
conquests) [Bible chab.i.9, Metz.Dav.j. None ofthe popu¬ 
lace surrounding Eretz Yisrael and Yehuda were 
successful in settling the country /.Ramban 
Vay.26.32j. 

--- 3352 -410 --- 


Yir. 34 , Dan.2.io59]. Yechanya was treated with re¬ 
spect for the rest of his life [Bible Mel.II25.30, Yir.52.31j. 

—-— 3386 W -375 —-— 

Daniel’s first prophetic dream predicted the fall 
of Bavel (Babylonia) and the rise of other nations 
to central power [Bible Dan.7, ibnEzra 7.1]. 

Ehvil M’rudach died in this year, and Belshatzar, 
his son, became king [Sed.oi.29j. His style of rule 
was similar to his grandfather, Nebuchadnetzar 
(see 3364\-397) [Tal.Meg.lla/Mid.Yal.Dan.4j. 

--- 3389 ^ -372 --- 

Daniel read the writing on the wall. 


Yechesk 'el prophesied about the future Beit 
Hamikdash. 


This prophecy occurred on the iQth Tishrei (Yom 



Kippur) (see 3340\-421) 

Radak 43.10/MmnHiLMel4.8, Radi 

Yirmiyahu wrote the t 
(Kings I & II) and Yirmiyahu — also Megillat Eycha 
(Lamentations) (see 3321\-440) — before he died 


0.1; 43.10-11, Rashi 43.11, 
r akrbn.2.14, LechMish). 

Melachim I & II 


ITal.B.B.15a /. 

Nebuchadnetzar had experienced another dream, 
which Daniel interpreted to mean that Nebuchad¬ 
netzar would be struck with insanity for seven 
years, and live with animals in the wilderness. 
In his fear of this, he had followed Daniel’s ad¬ 
vice and distributed provisions for the needy Jews 
in Bavel (Babylonia) for a period of 12 months [Bible 
Dan. 4 / TaLSot.20b-2la, Rashi]. The seven years would 
have been at around this time. 


--- 3364 » -397 --- 

Ehvil M’rudach was not eager to succeed (his fa¬ 
ther) Nebuchadnetzar’s rule upon his death on the 
25th Adar, because previously he had succeeded 
him, when Nebuchadnetzar had disappeared for 
seven years into the wilderness (see 3352 \-410), 
and when he had suddenly reappeared, he pun¬ 
ished his son for his relatively benevolent rule. 
This time he waited two days to confirm that 
he had truly died [Bible Mel.II 25.27, Rashi, Radak, Ralbag, 
Metz.Dau.; Yir.52.31, Dan.4.30, Metz. Dav./ Mid.Rab.Vay. 18.2, 
Yal.Chab.l. 562, Yal.Dan.2. 1059j. 

Ehvil M’rudach released Yechanya (Yehoy- 
achin) and his uncle (the blind) Tzidkiyahu 
from prison, on the 27th Adar, but Tzidkiyahu 
— the last ruler of the House of David — died 
on the same day [Bible Mel.II 25.27/Tal.M.K.28b/Mid.Yal. 


Daniel had again dreamed (see 3386\-375) of the 
future power centers of the world (and a mystical 
number of 2,300 was given to him). He did not dis¬ 
close his dreams clearly — as a prophet would dis¬ 
close prophecies — and although he was shaken 
and ill for a number of days, he nevertheless con¬ 
tinued his palace duties without interruption [Bible 
Dan.8.14, 20-24, 27, Rashi / Metz.Dau. 8.27]. 

Bavel (Babylonia) had been invaded by Darius I (Daryavesh 
( son of Achashverosh ( king of Media) in alliance with his 
son-in-law Cyrus (Coresh, king of Persia), but their initial 
attack had been repelled [Rashi Dan. 5 . 1 ; 9 . 1 ]. 
Belshatzar made a banquet the evening after re¬ 
pelling the invasion, and in his drunken eu¬ 
phoria he brought out the vessels of the Beit 
Hamikdash — captured by Nebuchadnetzar — 
and they guzzled in them. A hand appeared and 
wrote a cryptic message on the wall of the pal¬ 
ace hall, which no one — not even the Jews — 
could read. It was in Aramaic, in a calligraphic 
style (ashurit) only used for very holy writings, 
and had not been seen or used since Yoshiyahu 
had buried the ark (and Moshe’s Torah scroll) 
(see 3316\-445). The message, as decoded by 
Daniel — who read vertical lines instead of hori¬ 
zontal — predicted the imminent fall of Bavel 

[Bible Dan.5., Rashi, Metz.Dav/Rashi San.22aj. On that night, 

the Mediens (under Darius I), and the Persians 
(under Cyrus), returned for battle, and in the 
ensuing confusion, Belshatzar was killed by his 
own troops [Bible Dan.5.30/Mid.Rab.Sh.Hsh.3A.2j. Darius 
I then became king of the empire, and Babylo¬ 
nia ceased to be the center of power [Bible Dan.6.ij. 

Daniel was thrown into the lion's den. 

Daniel was one of the three Viceroys appointed 
by Darius I to oversee the kingdom, and he ex- 
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Chapter 7 — Exile in Babylon 'I'13 


celled in his statesmanship, and became the 
most prominent of them. This led to jealousy and 
intrigue, in which Darius I was maneuvered into 
proclaiming that for thirty days no one was per¬ 
mitted to address any formal requests, for any¬ 
thing at all, except to the king. Daniel (predict¬ 
ably) continued his daily prayers — which was a 
breech of the decree — and was consequently 
sent to a lions’ den (on the 15th Nissan), from 
which he miraculously emerged untouched, to 
the relief of Darius I [Bible Dan.6]. 


3390 w -371 

Zeruhavel led the return to Erets Yisrael. 

Darius I was killed in battle, after ruling for one 
year [RashiDan.6.29]. Cyrus — his son-in-law — be¬ 
came king, and the power of the empire (see 
3389 \-372) moved to Persia. Daniel appointed 
Zeruhavel to succeed him in his position — as 
well as appointing other; 
and then withdrew frc 
Metz.Dav.Dan. 1.21 6.29]. 


irtant positions— 

b life [Ibn.Ez.Est.2.9/ 


Cyrus immediately enuouiciged the Jews of 
Bavel (Babylonia) to return to Eretz Yisrael and 
to rebuild the Beit Hamikdash [Bible d.h.ii 36.22,23, 
Ez.i.i-4]. Over 40,000 people returned with 
Zeruhavel — who was of the royal family — in¬ 
cluding Yehoshua (the Kohen, a nephew of 
Ezra), Nechemyah, and Mordechai, but the 
majority remained behind (see 3413\-348) [Bible 

Ez.2.64, 65/ Mid.Tan.Sh.Tetz.13/ Rashi D.H.I 5.41 / Ibn 
Ez.Cha. 1.1/ Tal. Kid.69b, Rashi/ Ran. Meg. lb]. 

More than a quarter of those who returned to 
Eretz Yisrael with Zeruhavel were from tribes 
other than Yehuda and Binyamin [Sed.oi./Rashi 
Ez. 2.64/ Metz. Dav. Nech. 11.4]. 


3391 w* -370 


during services in the Beit Hamikdash — while 
the building progressed / Bible Ez.3.8,10]. 

The local residents, who were Kuthim (Samari¬ 
tans) (see 3205\-556), asked to help, but were 
not allowed. They subsequently disrupted the 
rebuilding, and tried to persuade Cyrus to with¬ 
draw his authorization to build. The construc¬ 
tion ground to a halt, and the Kuthim actively 
sought to have the ban continued (see 3395\- 

366) [Bible Ez.4; Rashi 4.1,7; Metz.Dav.4.1 /Rashi Meg. 16a[. 


—-— 3392 w -369 —-— 

Daniel, who was still a Viceroy of the empire, was 
on the bank of the river Chidekel with the proph¬ 
ets Chagay, Zechaiyah and Malachi (Ezra), when 
he was overcome — on the 24th Nissan — by 
another mystical vision (which they did not see) 

[Bible Dan.6.29; 10; 11; 12/Tal.Meg.l5a], In this vision he 

was given two mystical numbers (1,290 and 
1,335) [Bible Dan.i2.ii,12]. Chagay and Zecharyah 
went to Eretz Yisrael (see 3408\-353, 3412\- 
349). Malachi (Ezra) went later (see 3413\-348). 

—-— 3395 " -366 —-— 

Achashverosh II mode his great banquet. 

Achashverosh II — who was not of royal de¬ 
scent — became king of the empire in 3392, 
after the death of Cyrus. He maintained and 
confirmed the moratorium on building the Beit 
Hamikdash, after being contacted by the Ku¬ 
thim (see 3391\-370) [BibleEz.4.6/Tal.Meg.lla, Rashi 16a!, 
iia/Sed. oi./Rashi Est. 9 . i o]. In the third year ofhis reign 
he made an elaborate banquet, at which he had 
his wife Vashti — the daughter of Belshatzar — 
killed for not obeying his humiliating orders [Bible 

Est.l/ Tal.Meg.llb/Mid.Yal.Estl. 1049/ Sed.Ol.24,28/ Sed.Had.j. 


Building of Second Beit Hamikdash commenced, 
then halted. 

Yehoshua (the Kohen) and Zeruhavel (the 
leader) began building the altar, when the 
people gathered in (the desolate) Yerushalayim 
after they had arrived [BibleEz.3.1-3/IbnEz.Cha.l.l/ Rashi 
Kid.69b] . Although the foundation stones of the 
Second Beit Hamikdash were not yet laid, they 
began the daily sacrifice services on Rosh Has- 
hana, 3391 [Bible Ez. 3.i-6/Taizeu.62a]. Zeruhavel and 
Yehoshua — now the kohen gadol — organized 
the construction of the Beit Hamikdash, which 
commenced in Iyar. They also organized a choir 
of Levi’im (Levites) to sing — as was the practice, 


—-— 3399 w -362 —-— 

Esther was taken to the palace. 

Esther (Hadassa), who was 40 when taken to 
the palace in Tevet (some say she was older 
yet), realized that there must be some special 
purpose to her life, once she was selected / Bible 

Est.2.7,16/Mid.Rab.Est.6.6, Br.39.13/ Sed.Had.]. 

Mordechai — a prophet — had come to Bavel (Baby¬ 
lonia) three times: the first time with Yehoyachin 
(see 3327\-434); the second, after the destruction 
of the 1st Beit Hamikdash; and the third time, prob¬ 
ably with Nechemyah (see 3426\-335) after work 
on the Second Beit Hamikdash was halted in 3391 
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[Bible Est.2.5,6, Ez.2.2/TalMeg. 13a, 15a, Rashi 13a/ Mid. YaLEst. 1053]. 


3404 » -357 


Esther took action against Human ’s decree. 


The decree to exterminate the Jews was issued 
by the king, on the 13th Nissan, at the instiga¬ 
tion of Haman — the prime minister. Mordechai 
communicated the contents of the decree to Es¬ 
ther through Daniel (Hatach), who — although 
retired — still had access to the palace [BibieEst.3.8; 
4.5-io/Tai. Meg. 15a]. At Esther’s request, the Jews of 
Shushan fasted on the 13th, 14th and 15th Nissan 
(even though the 15th was Pesach) [Bible Est. 4 . 15 - 17 / 


Tal.Meg.15a/ Mid.Rab.Est.8.7, Yal.4, Pir.Dr.El.53], 

On the last day of the fast — 15th Nissan (Pesach) 
— Esther approached Achashverosh II in his cham¬ 
bers, invited him and Haman to dinner that evening. 
She then invited them again for the next evening. 
At this second dinner, she finally revealed that she 


was Jewish, and was cl; 
religion. She pleaded th 
Achashverosh II. Hama 


;ly keeping to her 
r her people with 
sgraced and con¬ 


sequently hanged, and Esther then attempted to 
have the decree withdrawn (see 3405\-356) [Bible 


Est.2.20; 5.1-8; 7.1-10/ TalMeg. 13a/Mid.Yal. 1053]. 


--- 3405 » -356 --- 

Achashverosh II was unwilling to send out proc¬ 
lamations withdrawing Haman’s decree (some say 
he was restricted by law from doing so), but he 
permitted Mordechai and Esther to send out supple¬ 
mentary proclamations, which they did on the 23rd 
Sivan 3404 [BibleEst.8.8, 9 /Rashi/ ibnEz]. These new proc¬ 
lamations, in the name of the king, authorized 
the Jews to fight anyone who attempted to 
implement the previous decree [Bible Est. 8 . 10 - 13 ]. 
Consequently, on the 13th (and 14th) of Adar 
3405, the Jews had to fight those sought to do 
them harm, although many non-Jews were im¬ 
pressed with their stand and converted to Juda¬ 
ism. On the 14th — and 15th — the Jews rejoiced 
in their relief (see 3406\-355) [BibleEst.8.i7; 9 . 1 - 5 , 17 , 18 ]. 

—-— 3406 w -355 —-— 

Mordechai proclaimed the celebration ofPurim. 

After the 15th Adar 3405, Mordechai wrote 


and distributed an account of events in the Book 
of Esther, in which he also declared the celebra¬ 
tion of Purim. In 3406 — the same year that 
Achashverosh II died — Esther and Mordechai 
sent out reminders about the forthcoming cel¬ 
ebration ofPurim [Bible Est. 9.20-23,29, Rashi]. The ANSHEI 
knesset hagdola (see 3426\-335, 3448\-313) ac¬ 
cepted Mordechai’s proclamations [Tai.B.B. i5a], and 
he became a statesman in the palace, which even¬ 
tually diminished his influence in these Jewish 
scholarly circles [Tal.Meg.16b/Rashi Est. 10.3]. 

—-— 3408 W -353 —-— 

Building of the Second Beit llamikdasli 
was resumed. 

The prophets Chagay and Zecharyah prophesied 
— and conveyed the message of the prophecy to 
Zerubavel and Yehoshua — on the 1st Elul, that 
they should not to be concerned with previous 
obstructions to rebuilding the Beit Hamikdash. 
They then also involved themselves in the inde¬ 
pendent resumption of construction. On the 24th 
Elul preparations had begun, and on the 24th 
Kislev building resumed. Later in 3408, Darius 
II (Daryavesh II, the son of Esther and Achash¬ 
verosh II, who succeeded his father in 3406) for¬ 
mally allowed the building of the Second Beit 
Hamikdash to continue — this was seventy years 
after the destruction of the first [BibieCha.i.i,2,i5;2.i8, 
Rashi; Ez.5, Rashi 1-2; Ez.6/ Mid.Rab.Est. 8.3/ Sed.Had.], 


—-— 3412 w -349 —-— 

The Second Beit Hamikdash was completed. 

On the 4th Kislev 3410, Zecharyah had proph¬ 
esied — in Eretz Yisrael — that there was no 
longer any need to mourn the destruction of the 
First Beit Hamikdash (even in Bavel) [Biblezech. 7 . 1 - 
7; 8.19, Rashi 7.2, Radak 7.5], 

The Second Beit Hamikdash was completed on 
the 3rd Adar 3412 [Bible Ez. 6 . 1 5]. 

The king of Persia insisted that an engraving of 
the city of Shushan be placed in the Beit Hamik¬ 
dash, as a clear indication of who had authorized 
the structure to be erected. The picture was placed 
on the eastern gate, which was consequently called 
Sha’ar Shushan [TalMin. 98a, Rashi, Mido.1.3, Mmn.Pir.Mish]. 
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Section III 

RIVERS OF BABYLON 
CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA (JUDEA) 


Chapter S 


'lit* Second Beit Hamikdash 




The eighth Chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish history 
covers the convulsive life of Jews in Eretz Yisrael 
— which was reduced in size to Eretz Yehuda 
(Judea) — under almost continuous pressure from 
within and without. 


This Chapter has four distinct eras. 

(I) At the outset the dominating force in Eretz Yehuda (Judea) was the new Beit 
Hamikdash and the remaining elders of the Great Council — Anshei Knesset HaGedola. 

(2) After the conquests of Alexander the Great, Greek culture rose to the fore. 

(3) The rebellion of the Chashmona’im led to a period ofJewish monarchy 

(4) Once Rome spread its influence into the land, they imposed their own rulers (not 
necessarily Jewish) on the land ofJudea. 

This chapter ends with the destruction of the 
second Beit Hamikdash, when the Jewish people 
suffered a severe blow to their national standing. 



117 » 
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3426 
3448 

3448 

3449 


3488 

3515 

3621 


3622 

3622 

3623 
3628 
3628 
3634 
3642 
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Chapter S 

The Second Beit Hamikdash 


<r//> 


Chapter Sa 

Anshei Knesset HaGedola — The Great Council of Sages 

The Second Beit Hamikdash Was Completed. 

Ezra led the second return to Eretz Yisrael. 

Nechemyali returned to rebuild walls of Yerushalayim. 

Ezra Died. 

Shimon HaTzadik met Alexander the Great. 

The Minyan Shtarot began. 


Secular 

Year 


-349 

-348 

-335 

-313 

-313 

-313 


pter Sb — Greek Cultural Domination. 


Shimon HaTzadik died. -273 

72 Elders translated the Torah into Greek (Septuagint). -246 
The revolt of Mattityahu the Chashmona'i. -140 

Chapter Sc — Kingdom of Yehuda (Judea). 

Dynasty of the Chashmona'im. 


Yehuda (HaMaccabi) ruled. 

-139 

The Second Beit Hamikdash was re-dedicated. 

-139 

Chanuka Was Declared A Festival. 

-138 

Yehuda (HaMaccabi) was killed in battle. 

-133 

Yonatan (son of Mattityahu) ruled. 

-133 

Shimon (son of Mattityahu) ruled. 

-127 

Yochanan Hyrkanos (son of Shimon) ruled. 

-119 
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Jewish 

Year 


Secular 

Year 

3668 

Yehuda Aristoblus (son of Yochanan Hyrkanos) ruled. 

-93 

3670 

Alexander Yannai (son of Yochanan Hyrkanos) ruled. 

-91 

3688 

Shalomit (Queen Salome, wife of Alexander Yannai) ruled. 

-73 

3696 

Aristoblus II (son of Alexander Yannai) ruled. 

-65 

3700 

The Romans gained control of Yehuda (Judea). 

-61 

3700 

Hyrkanos II (son of Alexander Yannai) ruled. 

-61 

3721 

Antigonus (son of Aristoblus II) ruled. 

-40 


Chapter Sd — Roman Client Kings & Rulers. 
The Herodian Dynasty. 


3725 Herod I ruled, killing all the Chashmona'im. -36 


3728 

Hillel became leader of the Torah scholars. 

-33 

3742 

Herod I began rebuilding the Second Beit Hamikdash. 

-19 

3750 

Renovation of the Second Beit Hamikdash was completed. 

-n 

3761 

Archelaus (son of Herod I) ruled. 

1 

3768 

Hillel Died. 

8 

3770 

Archelaus was deposed by the Roman Emperor. 

10 

3781 

Agrippa I (grandson of Herod I) ruled. 

21 

3788 

The Sanhedrin moved from the Second Beit Hamikdash. 

28 

3804 

Agrippa II (son of Agrippa I) ruled. 

44 

3810 

Raban Gamliel I (son of Shimon, son of Hillel) died. 

50 

3826 

Vespasian arrived in Yehuda to reassert Roman authority. 

66 

3829 

The Second Beit Hamikdash Was Destroyed. 

69 
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Chapter Sa 

Anshei Knesset HaGedola — The Great Council of Sages 


3413 -348 


3426 -335 


Ezra led the second return to Erets Yisrael. 


When the Second Beit Hamikdash was com¬ 
pleted, Baruch ben Neriyah was too old and 
weak to make the journey to Eretz Yisrael. His 
disciple Ezra — the son of Serayah (see 3339\- 
423) — did not leave Bavel (Babylonia) until the 
next year, after his death [Bible Ez.7.i-7/Tai.Meg.i6b, 


R.H.3b/ Mmn.Hakd. L’Yad]. 

Ezra was the head of the Sanhedrin, known as 
anshei knesset hagdola (see 3426\-335, 3406\- 
355), and this court went to Eretz Yisrael with 

him [Rashi B.B.8a, 15a/Mmn.Hakd.L’Yad]. 

Ezra emphasized clarification of family lineage 
(in Bavel and in Eret; 11_ "), and he arrived 


in Yerushalayim on th 
Yisrael with only a sr 


He came to Eretz 
ip of Jews, com¬ 


pared to the numbers uia L came in the first re¬ 
turn with Zerubavel. The majority of Jews — 
including great Torah scholars — remained in 
Bavel (see 3390\-371), primarily because of the 
harsh conditions prevailing in Eretz Yisrael [Bible 


Ez.7.9, 8/Tal. Yom.9b, Suk.20a, Rashi/RaN.Meg. lb/SMaG Hakd.]. 

Ezra officially gave the months Babylonian 
names (Nissan, Iyar, etc., instead of 1st month, 
2nd, etc.), as a form of commemoration of the 
exile that had been (see 2447\-1314) [Tai.Kid.69a¬ 


b, Rashi 69b, Yeu.86b, Yer.R.H.1.2/ Tos.R.H.7a/Ramban Sh.12.2J. 


—-— 3414 ^ -347 —-— 

After praying and fasting for a period of time — 
over the prevailing laxity in religious observance 
— Ezra addressed a three-day assembly of all 
the Jews on the 20th Kislev, and they accepted 
his proclamation to be firmer in their adher¬ 
ence to their religious practices. They set up 
courts, which sat on the 1st Tevet, to investi¬ 
gate and assess the intermarriage problem. On 
the 1st Nissan they reported that (only) 17 Ko- 
hanim, and 96 others, had taken non Jewish 
wives [Bible Ez. 10, 9]. 

Ezra made the second Para Aduma (Red Heifer) 
(see 2449\-1312) [ Tal.Par.3.5]. 

The Jews of Eretz Yisrael still referred to them¬ 
selves as Bnei HaGola (exiles) living in Eretz Yis¬ 
rael [Bible Ez.4.1, 6..19, 8.35, 10.7,16]. 


Nechemyah returned to rebuild walls of 
Yerushalayim. 

Nechemyah had returned to Babylonia and 
became an important minister to Darius II. He 
received disturbing reports on conditions in 
Eretz Yisrael, and particularly on the security 
problem in Yerushalayim — whose wall had not 
been repaired since the destruction in 3338. In 
Nissan he gained the support of the king to go 
to Yerushalayim and rebuild the walls. During 
this reconstruction they had to keep continu¬ 
ous guard units against their enemies, the Ku- 
thim (Samaritans) [Bible Nech.l.1-3; 2.1,5-8,10, 19; 3.10, 
4.1,2,10-17]. 

After the walls were completed (on the 25th Elul) 
and the gates were fitted (on the 7th Iyar), they 
celebrated with two concurrent parades led by 
Ezra and Nechemyah [Bible Nech. 6.15; 12 . 27 - 42 /Tai. 
Shev. 15b]. 

The gates of Yerushalayim were opened at cer¬ 
tain times only, because many houses were still 
uninhabited, and the Kuthim had continued 
their antagonism (see 3391\-370, 3395\-366) 
[Bible Nech. 7 . 1 - 4 ]. Ezra and the anshei knesset hagdola 
excommunicated the Kuthim (Samaritans, from Shom- 
ron, see 3205V556, 4046\286) [Mid.Yai. Mein 17 , Pir.Dr.Ei.38/. 
The 120 elders of the anshei knesset hagdola — 
80 of them were prophets — included Ezra 
(Malachi, see 3392\-369) as head, Zecharyah, 
Chagay, Daniel, Chananyah, Misha’el, Azaryah, 
Nechemyah, Mordechai, Zerubavel, and Shimon 
HaTzadik [Tal. Meg.l7b, Av.1.1, Yer.Ber.2.4 17a, Yer.Meg.1.5 
6b/Rashi B.B. 15a, Chul. 139b/Mmn.Hakd.L’Yad]. They insti¬ 
tuted, among other things, (see 3406\-355, 
3413\-348, 3448\-313) daily prayer, the 
Shmona Esrei (18) blessings of prayer, Kiddush, 
Havdala, and the regular individual blessings 
[Tal.Ber.33a-b, 26b, Rashi, Meg. 17b/ Mmn.Hil.Tfi. 1.3,4]. 


—-— 3438 ^ -323 —-— 

Nechemyah was recalled to Bavel (Babylonia), by 
Darius II [Bible Nech. 13 . 6 ], and before returning, he 
had repopulated the city of Yerushalayim, al¬ 
though the numbers still remained veiy small 

[Bible Nech. 7.4, Metz.Dav; 11.1-2]. 
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When he went back to Eretz Yisrael — the 3rd 
time (see 3426\-335) — after a short absence, he 
set out to correct the worsening religious and 
security situations. He also induced the wealthy 
to support the poor [Bible Nech.5, 9.1, 10.30, 13.9,15-25]. 
The Jewish birthrate was very high at this time 
— and for a number of generations later — ex¬ 
ponentially increasing the population of Eretz 
Yisrael [Mid.Rab.sh.Hash. 1 . 16 . 3 , Eycha 1 . 2 ]. 


3448 w -313 


Ezra died. 


Ezra died on the 9th Tevet; Chagay and Ze- 
charyah had also died, and Nechemyah had 
again returned to Bavel (Babylonia) (see 3438\- 
323) where he died. This marked the end of 

prophecy [Tal-San. 11a, Yom.9a/Yuch.l.l4/ Kuz.3.39,65,67/ 


Yuch.l/ Mag.Alt.O.C.580.6]. 

Ezra the scribe — am 

KNESSET HAGDOLA-had i 

lished) all 24 books c 


ad of the anshei 
publicized (pub- 
irah (Bible) (some 


had been unavailable) m accurate original holy 
writing (see 3389\-372). He clarified every de¬ 
tailed letter, and incorporated the last proph¬ 
ets as Well [TaLB.B. 15a Rashi, San.22a, Rashi, Au.Dr.Nat.1.4, 


Rashi Shab. 6b/Mid. Tan. Sh.Besh. 16]. 

Alexander (the Macedonian), who conquered 
Persia (see 3390\-371), sought to extend the 
empire. All the archives of Yehuda (Judea), origi¬ 
nally confiscated by the Babylonians (see 
3338\-423) were transferred to Alexander, and 
to Aristotle his mentor [Tal.A.Z.9a/Kuz.l.63, Otz.Nech.; 


2.66/Tor.HaOl.3.7/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 


Shimon HaTzadik met Alexander the Great. 

The Kuthim (Samaritans) (see 3426\-335) received 
Alexander’s permission to destroy the Beit 
Hamikdash, by describing it as a symbol of re¬ 
bellion against the empire [ Tai.Yom.69a] . Shimon 
HaTzadik, the last of the anshei knesset hagdola, 
was chosen to meet Alexander, and seek relief 
[Tal.Av. 1.1, Mach. Vit./Mmn.Hak.L’Yad/Dor.Har. 1.197]. 


When he went out to meet Alexander on the 
25th Tevet, adorned in the garments of the Ko- 
hen Gadol, Alexander jumped off his horse and 
bowed to him, explaining to his surprised (and 
angry) generals that he often had visions of a 
similar man leading him into battle. Alexander 
withdrew his support of the destructive plans 
of the Kuthim after visiting the Beit Hamikdash, 
and seeing the services conducted there [Tai.Yom. 
69a, a.z. 9a/Yuch. 1.13]. The Kuthim (Samaritans) later 
built their own temple on Mount Gerizim 

[Yuch. 1.14/ Sed.Had.]. 

Canaanite and Yishmaelite tribes made repre¬ 
sentations to Alexander, claiming the territory 
of Eretz Yisrael. Geviha (the hunchback) success¬ 
fully argued the Jewish case on the 24th Nis¬ 
san [Tal. San. 91a/Mid.Rab.Br. 60.7[. 

Alexander, a Macedonian, was raised in the 
culture of his neighboring Greek city-states. He 
spread this culture wherever he went, and after 
his conquest of the Middle East, Greek letters 
(Alpha, Beta, etc.) were used — as symbols for iden¬ 
tification purposes — in the Beit Hamikdash 
(see 3515 \ -246) [TalShek. 3.2, Riv’vanJ. 


—-— 3449 ^ -313 —-— 

The Minyan Shtarot began. 

Alexander requested that a statue of him be 
placed in the Beit Hamikdash. Shimon HaTza¬ 
dik explained how disagreeable this would be 
to Jewish religious feelings, and suggested that 
the Jews would bestow an even greater honor 
on him, by naming all the male Kohanim born 
in that year “Alexander”. They would also ac¬ 
cept that year (of his conquest of the empire), 
as the first year of counting — Year 1 — in all 
legal documents. This system, called Minyan 
Shtarot, commenced on the 1st Tishrei 3449, 
and was still in use 1,500 years later, when its 
use began to decrease, although it was not for¬ 
mally discontinued until more than 300 years 
later (see 5277\1517) [Tal.Yom.69a, A.Z.9a, Rashi/Sed.Ol. 

30/Mmn.Hil.Kid.Hach. 11.16, HiL Gir. 1.27/ Yuch. 1.13/ Dor.Har. 1.109]. 
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3454 » -307 


3515 — -246 


Alexander died and his kingdom was divided 
among four of his generals, who ruled over 
separate (warring) states. Eretz Yisrael was 
geographically caught between two of them, 
the Egyptians — ruled by a dynasty of kings, 
most of whom were called Ptolemy — and the 
Syrians — whose kings were (mostly) called 
Seleucius, Antiochus, and Demetrius. There 
were many wars between these two Greek cul¬ 
tured states, and Eretz Yisrael was usually domi¬ 
nated by one or the other [RashiDan.ii.4-i7]. 

The Ptolemy who reigned after Alexander’s 
death attempted (unsuccessfully) to have the 
Torah translated by fr 
246) [Tal.Sof.1.7, 8/Tzem.Dc 
iled over 100,000 Je 

Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.], and Aka* 
ish as a Jewish center 
Yer.Suk.5.2/ Yuch.1.13]. 


lars (see 3515\- 
484]. He also ex- 
ilgypt [Yuch.5. 1 54/ 
/a began to flour- 

[Tdl.Suk.51b, Hag.R.B.Rans., 


72 Elders translated the Torah into Greek 
(Septuagint). 

In this second attempt to have the Torah trans¬ 
lated (see 3454\-307), seventy-two great Torah 
scholars were gathered by the ruling Ptolemy, 
sequestered separately, and forced to translate 
the Torah into Greek. They produced seventy- 
two synchronized translations — including 
identical changes in thirteen places — on the 
8th Tevet [ Tal.Sof.1.7,8, Meg.9a/TBY.O.C.580.1/Tzem.Dav./ 
ToiAm. 012 . 397 ]. Versions — published later — are 
believed not to be true to the original [Sed.Had.]. 
Greek became a significant second language 
among Jews (see 3448\-313 end) as a result of 

the translation [Mmn.Pir.Mi.Meg.l7a/Tos.Y.T.Shek.5.3]. 


3530 -231 


—-— 3488 ^ -273 —-— 

Shimon HaTsatlik died. 

Shimon HaTzadik was Kohen Gadol for 40 years 
— and Av (Head) of the Sanhedrin. If (as some 
say) he directly succeeded Ezra [Mmn.Hakd.L’Yad], 
then he died in 3488. If (as others say) he suc¬ 
ceeded his father Chonyo I, who in turn suc¬ 
ceeded his father Ido [Yuch.5. 154 ], then he may have 
died after 3488 [Tal.Yom.9a/Dor.Har. 1.197,199]. Antigo- 
nus (Ish Socho) succeeded him as Av (Head) of 
the Sanhedrin [Tal.Av.l.3/Dor.Har.l.l99J. 

Shimon HaTzadik’s son Chonyo II left for Egypt 
(see 3454\-307) after a dispute out of jealousy 
(with his brother Shim’i, who became Kohen 
Gadol) and he built an altar — for sacrifices — 

in Egypt [Tal. Min.l09b, Mmn.Pir.Ml/TolAm.Ol. 2.394]. 

Yehoshua ben Sira — who was still young at 
this time — praised Shimon HaTzadik at the 
end of his book, Ben Sira, (although he only 
called him Shimon the Kohen Gadol, see 3580\- 
181). This book was not accepted as a Torah 
writing, although the Talmud quotes phrases 
from it in a number of places [Tal. san.ioob, Rashi/ 

Toseph. Yad.2.5/ Sed.Had.3298/ Dor.Har. 1.193]. 


Antigonus Ish Socho had died by this time, and 
Yosef (Yosee) ben Yochanan — his disciple — 
had been appointed Av (Head) of the Sanhedrin 

[Tal.Au. 1.4/ Dor.Har. 1.173, 199]. 

The misinterpretation of Antigonus’ teachings — 
by two of his students (Tzadok and Baytuss) — 
were further amplified by their disciples, and 
eventually developed into a movement called 
Tzedukim (Sadducees), of which the Baytussim were 
a faction. Josephus (a sympathizer of theirs) de¬ 
scribed them [Ant is.i.4] as a secularist movement, 
believing only in the here and now [Tai.R.H.22b, 
Av.Dr.Nat.5.2 /Dor.Har.2.361-3,372, 400,413,419-21,479]. 


—-— 3550 » -211 —-— 

Chonyo II — who had returned from Egypt (see 
3488\-273) to become Kohen Gadol — was petty 
and tight fisted. He refused to hand over the taxes 
payable to Egypt. Yosef ben Tuviyah then volun¬ 
teered — to the ruling Ptolemy — to collect the 
taxes (for a commission), and his proposal was 
accepted. This averted a crisis, but established 
him as the powerful (ruthless and wealthy) leader 
of an organized class of collaborating tax collec¬ 
tors, who filled the power vacuum created by a 
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weak Kohen Gadol [Yuch.5.6.155/Dor.Har.l.l71, 184]. 

In order to redeem some of the leadership that 
was lost by the office of the Kohen Gadol (who 
had also been responsible for such civil mat¬ 
ters as tax collection) through this default, the 
Sanhedrin created the higher position of Nassi 
(President) of the Sanhedrin, and appointed an¬ 
other of Antigonus’ disciples, Yosef (Yosee) ben 
Yo’ezer to fill it. This was the first such com¬ 
bined leadership, Yosef ben Yochanan as the 
Av (Head) of the Sanhedrin, and — above him 
— Yosef ben Yo’ezer as the Nassi [Tai.Av. 1 . 4 / 

Mmn.Sef.Mitz.316, Hil.San.l.3/Dor.Har.l. 199, 200]. 


3570 ^ -191 


Yosef ben Yochanan had died, and conditions 
in Eretz Yisrael were influenced by such forces 
as the tax collectors (see 3550\-211), the 
Tzedukim (Sadducees) (see 3530\-231), the Helle¬ 
nists (who promoted acaeataeqe of‘progressive’ 
Greek culture), and the 
groups shared a com 
majority of the Jews — 



(Samaritans). These 
tagonism to the 
dntained a close 
adherence to the laws and traditions of the To¬ 
rah, under the guidance of the Sanhedrin — 
who were later called Perushim (Pharisees) 
[Yuch.5.6.156/Dor.Har. 2.362-5,Note(3)]. 


-—- 3580 -l8l -**- 

At around this time (some say), there emerged a 
cult called Essenes, who (mostly) lived in secluded 
agricultural communes. Many in this elitist group 
did not many and have families, because they con¬ 
sidered that to be too materialistic. According to 
Josephus [Ant. is. 1.3, 5 ] (a sympathizer ]Vvta 2 .j), their sac¬ 
rifices were not accepted in the Beit Hamikdash 
because they had different laws of purity. There 
were similarities (of intensity) between the cus¬ 
toms of the Essenes and those of the Kuthim (Sa¬ 
maritans) [TalBer.47b/Yuch.5.6.157/ Sed.Had.3460]. 

Chonyo II had died around this time, and his 
son Shimon II became Kohen Gadol. People be¬ 
gan referring to the first Shimon as Shimon 
HaTzadik, to distinguish between him and his 
grandson, as they were both named Shimon ben 
Chonyo Kohen Gadol [Dor.Har.i.isi, 195 ]. 

-**- 3600 -l6l -—- 

Eretz Yisrael was dominated by the Syrians at 
this time (see 3454\-307). Shimon II had died, 


and his son Chonyo III had become Kohen Ga¬ 
dol. He reduced the political power of the Helle¬ 
nists and of the tax collectors (the descendants 
of Yosef ben Tuviyah, see 3550\-211). Both 
these groups differed essentially only in the 
emphasis of their collaboration and identifica¬ 
tion with the ruling powers (Syrian Greeks) 

[Dor.Har.l. 176, 184, 186; 2.393]. 


-=**- 3610 w* -151 -**- 

In collaboration with the ruling Antiochus of 
that time, (Yeshua) Jason, a Hellenist, replaced 
his brother Chonyo III as Kohen Gadol. Cho¬ 
nyo III subsequently went to Egypt and built a 
temple for the altar of Chonyo II his grandfa¬ 
ther (see 3488\-273), which stood for over 300 

years [Tal.Meg.10a/ Tos.Zev. 11 9a(Zu)/ Yuch.5.156/ 
Tol. Am.01.2.404]. 

The Hellenists, in collaboration with the Syrian 
Greeks, conducted a harsh program to elimi¬ 
nate Jewish religious observance, in Eretz Yis¬ 
rael [Dor.Har.2.375], Menelaus — who excelled in 
cultural collaboration — replaced Jason as Ko¬ 
hen Gadol, and actively involved the Syrians, 
to increase the religious persecution and des¬ 
ecration [Dor.Har. 2 .374-6]. At first they disallowed 
certain sacrifices to be brought to the Beit 
Hamikdash, but when they gained a more stra¬ 
tegic foothold in Yerushalayim itself, they com¬ 
pletely stopped the holy services. Apustomus, 
one of the Syrian leaders, burned a Sefer Torah 
on the 17th Tammuz [Tal.Tan.26b, Rashi, 28a, Mrsha]. 
The Syrian (Greeks) then enforced severe pen¬ 
alties for Jews who kept the religious laws of 
the Torah, especially Shabbat, Mila (circumcision) 
and marriage [ Tai.Ket.3b, san.32b]. There were many 
incidents of death and destruction. Miriam 
(some say Chanah) and her seven sons were 
brutally killed [Tal. Git.57b/Mid.Rab.Eych.l.50, Haradal/ 
Yuch.1.14/ Tzem.Dav.]. 

Yosef ben Yo’ezer had been killed. Yehoshua ben 
Perachya and Nitai Ha’arbeli became — respec¬ 
tively — Nassi (President) and Av (Head) of the San¬ 
hedrin [Tal.Av. 1.6/Mid.Rab.Br. 65.22/Dor.Har. 1.160]. 

At this time the Jews in Bavel (Babylonia) (see 3342\ 
-419, 3413V348,) were living peacefully, free from 
the troubles that tormented the Jews of Eretz 
Yisrael, and they had scholarly leadership and 
direction. The Jews in Egypt (see 3454V307) were 
thriving, but not in Torah scholarship, even 
though they had established their own Sanhedrin 
[Tal.Ket.25a, Min. 110a, Mrsha, Suk.51b, Rashi, Tos./ 
Mid. Tan.Br.Noach 3/ Yuch. 5.156/Sed.Had./ Dor.Har. 1.101 -2]. 
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—-— 3621 -140 —=**— 

The revolt of Mattityahu the Chashmona’i. 

After years of physical and spiritual destruc¬ 
tion in Eretz Yisrael, Mattityahu — the aging 
son of Yochanan — and his five sons (Yocha- 
nan, Shimon, Yehuda, Elazar, and Yonatan) 
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staged a local rebellion in Modi’in, when the 
Syrian (Greek) authority came to initiate his 
daughter before her marriage. The revolt quickly 
spread under his leadership [Meg.Tan.6/Yuch.i.i4/ 

Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 

Some say the revolt of the Chashmona’im was 
in 3590 — this is inconsistent with the Talmud 

[See Appendix A] [A.Z.9a/Tzem.Dav.3590, 3621/Sed.Had.]. 



Chapter Sc 

Kingdom of Yehuda (Judea) — Dynasty of the Chashmona 'ini 


3622 -139 —=**— 

Yehuda (HaMaccabi) ruled. 

many successful 
eks), Mattityahu 
.e leader [TaiA.z.9a/ 
Mid.Rab.Sh. 15.6/Sed.Ol./ Yuch.TTl‘f/~fZem.Dav./ Sed.Had./ Ram- 

banBr.49.10j. The small band of fighters had grown 
into a national movement, and they gained con¬ 
trol of the Beit Hamikdash, which they entered 
on the 25th Kislev (some say the 24th) [Tai.shab.2ib/ 
Targ. Sh.Hash. 6.9/Mmn.Hil.Chan.3.2/ Meiri Shab.21b (Jer.p25)\. 

The 2nd Beit Hamikdash was re-dedicated. 

The Beit Hamikdash had remained unused, 
misused, and desecrated for years. Many of the 
sacred items and utensils needed repair or replace¬ 
ment. Most of the holy utensils were ritually im¬ 
pure, and there were no ritually pure supplies 
stored away for the services — the most diffi¬ 
cult of them to obtain was oil. However, a small 
container of oil was found — only sufficient for 
one day — and it miraculously burned for eight 
festive days in a makeshift Menora / Tai.shab.2ib, 
Min.89a, A.Z.43a, Rashi, 52b/Meg.Tan.2, 9/ Rashi.Sh.27.21]. 
Yochanan (ben Mattityahu) became Kohen Ga- 
dol [See Appendix B] [TaLR.H.18b/Mmn.Hakd.Pir.MLZer.Chap.4,6,7/ 
Roke’ach 225/Levush Hil.Chan.670J. Yehudit, his daughter, 
infiltrated the enemy camp, and killed their leader 
[Tal.Shab.23a, Rashi/Mid. q.RaN Shab. 10a(23a)/ Shilt.Gib. Mord. 
456.2/KolBo Chan.44 p.3c/ Ramo O.C.670.2]. 



Chan aka was declared a festival. 

Yochanan Kohen Gadol composed the “A1 
HaNissim” prayer [Roke’ach 225 /KoIBo 44p4b, 122p926J. 


Together with his peers, the leaders of the San¬ 
hedrin (Yehoshua ben Perachya and Nitai 
Ha’arbeli), he was responsible for the festival of 

Chanuka [Roke’ach225/LevushHHChan.670j, and its dec¬ 
laration [Tal. Shab.2lb/ Mmn.Hil.Chan.3.3/Hak.Pir.Mi.chap.4, 7J. 

The Chashmona’im won many successive vic¬ 
tories, and those days were set aside and cel¬ 
ebrated (as commemorative days) for some time, 
without any specific laws or customs [Tal. R.H.i9b/ 
Meg. Tan. 2,6,9,12]. 

—-— 3628 -133 —-— 

Yehuda (HaMaccabi) was killed in battle. 

The Chashmona’im had to fight many battles, 
even after their initial victories in 3621-3622; 
in one of those battles, Elazar was crushed by 
an elephant, and (later) Yehuda was killed. Ye¬ 
huda had made friendly contacts with the Ro¬ 
mans, who were already building an empire, and 
saw it useful to have allies in the strategic Middle 

East [Targ.Sh.Hash. 6.8,9/Ramban.Br.32.4; 49.10/Yuch.l.l4/ 
Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 

Four months after Yehuda was killed in battle, 
his brother Yonatan became ruler of Yehuda 
(Judea). His was a relatively peaceful reign over 
what was now called the Kingdom of Yehuda 
(Judea) [Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 

Yochanan Kohen Gadol, his brother [see Ap¬ 
pendix B], had sent delegations all over the 
country to inquire about religious practices, and 
to implement many adjustments [Tai.sot.47a, 48a, 
Par. 3.5]. 

Jews from Egypt (see 3610\-151) came to the 
Beit Hamikdash for festivals, and the visiting 
Egyptian artisans helped extend the skills used 
there [Tal. Yom.38a, 61a,bJ. 


Alter a year of feadersl 
battles against the Syri 
died, and his son Yehuc 
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The Chashmona’im became well established, the 
Sanhedrin exercised its powers, and the 
Tzedukim could no longer be overt atheists (for 
fear of the penalties). They therefore claimed to 
adhere (only) to the Written Law of the Bible, 
which was available to these second and third 
generation secularists/Hellenists/Tzedukim in 
Greek (see 3515\-246) —the only language most 
of them knew. Their interpretations of the Writ¬ 
ten Law were free and varied, and some say that 
this was the beginning of a sect called Kra’im 
(Karaites) (see 4523\763) [Mmn. Pir.Mi.Au. 1 . 3 , m.Mam. 3 . 3 / 

Yuch.1.14/ Tzem.Dav.4515/ Dor.Har. 2.361-364, 387, 413]. 


3634 -127 


Yonatan was killed in battle, and he was suc¬ 
ceeded as ruler of the kingdom of Yehuda by 
his brother Shimon in 3634 /.Ramban Br. 49 . 10 / 


Yuch.1.14/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

The Perushim (see 3570\ 
mained in Eretz Yisrac 
of strife (before the revc 
had been impoverishei 



191) who had re- 
the many years 
Chashmona’im), 
continuous per¬ 


secutions, whereas the collaborating secular¬ 
ists/ Hellenists/Tzedukim, many of whom were 
descendants of Yosef ben Tuviyah and his tax 
collecting agents, retained their wealth, and 
upper class status / Tai.Av.Dr.Nat. 5 . 2 / Dor.Har. 2 . 391 ]. 


- - 3642 -119 —.— 

Shimon the ruler had lived a wealthy life style 
and ‘out-classed’ the wealthy secularists (see 
3634\-127)). He was killed by his son in law, ora 
Ptolemy from Egypt. Some say this was one and 
the same person. His two older sons were also 
killed, but his son Yochanan Hyrkanos (also 
called Yannai I) escaped and became ruler of Ye¬ 
huda (Judea) [Tos. Yom.l 8a/ Yuch. 5.6.156/ Tzem.Dav./ 
Sed.Had./ Dor.Har.2.392/TolAm.Ol.2.409]. 

Yochanan Hyrkanos also became Kohen Gadol, 
probably directly after his uncle, Yochanan Ko¬ 
hen Gadol, which some say was in 3628 
[Tzem.Dav.3668]. He attempted to avenge his father’s 
death, but was restrained by a threat to kill his 
mother, who was killed anyway. He conquered 
territories and forced some Judaism on the con¬ 
quered peoples; he fought battles against the 
south (Egypt) and the north (Syria). He opened 
the grave of King David and took some gold that 
was buried there, which he used to encourage the 
Antiochus of that time to leave Eretz Yehuda 

(Judea) [Yuch.5.156/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had./ Dor.Har.2.392-3]. 


--- 3648 ^ -113 --- 

In 3648 the Romans took a dominant stand in their 
ties with Yehuda (Judea) (see3628\-133) [raLAZAbj. Nev¬ 
ertheless, because of the successful battles of Yocha¬ 
nan Hyrkanos (see 3642\-119), there was peace 
and prosperity in the expanded kingdom of Yehuda. 
Yochanan Hyrkanos (Yannai I) invaded Shomron, 
the capital of the Kuthim (Samaritans), and destroyed 
their temple on Mount Gerizim (see 3448\-313) 
[Yuch. 1 . 14 /Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. On his return from a suc¬ 
cessful battle, he made a banquet to which he also 
invited Tzedukim, with whom he had maintained cor¬ 
dial relations. One of them stirred his suspicions — 
delicately questioning how genuine the allegiance of 
the Perushim could be (due to his dual role as Ko¬ 
hen Gadol and ruler), and when (subsequently) one 
of the older Perushim inelegantly criticized him, 
Yochanan Hyrkanos was infuriated. The Tzedukim 
incited him to have the (scholarly leaders of the) Pe¬ 
rushim killed, a challenge he eventually accepted 
/ TalKid.66o, Mrsha/ Dor.Har.2.391], 

-=**- 3668 -93 -**- 

Yochanan Hyrkanos himself became a Tzeduki 
in his later years, after the incident at the ban¬ 
quet (see 3648\-l 13). He had killed most of the 
Torah scholars, except that Yehoshua ben Per- 
achya fled to Egypt, and Shimon ben Shatach 
was hidden by his sister Shalomit (Salome I), who 
was the daughter in law of Yochanan Hyrkanos 
(see 3670\-91) [Tal.Kid.66a,Ber.29a, 48a, Ches.San.107b/ 
Mag.Av.2.4/Sed.Had./Dor.Har.2.460, 476]. After he died, in 
3668 [Tzem.Dav.], or 3666 [Yuch.5.i56], his son Yehuda 
Aristoblus succeeded him as ruler of Yehuda 
(Judea), instead of his wife (as he had wished) 
[Dor.Har. 2 .454]. Yehuda Aristoblus, also a Tzeduki, 
demeaned the role of Kohen Gadol by appointing 
the highest bidder to that honorable position. 
Thus (with their money, see 3634\-127) the 
Tzedukim gained control of the key political and 
religious positions of power, and appointed mem¬ 
bers of their own families to other important posi¬ 
tions [Tal.Yom.8b, Mmn.Pir.ML 18a, Pes.57a/ Mid.Rab.Vay.21.9]. 

The power oriented Yehuda Aristoblus jailed his 
brother Alexander Yannai, and also his mother 
(who died in prison), but favored his younger 
brother Antigonus, whom he later killed (because 
of a suspected revolt) [Tzem.Dav./Dor.Har.2.454-7]. 

-®- 3670 » -91 -®- 

After he killed his younger brother Antigonus 
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(see 3668\-93), the sick Yehuda Aristoblus did 
not live long. He had no children. His brother, 
Alexander Yannai (also a Tzeduki), was released 
from imprisonment (see 3668\-93) and suc¬ 
ceeded him [Tzem.Dav./sed.Had.]. Some say that Sha- 
lomit was originally the wife of Yehuda Aristo¬ 
blus, and because they had no children, she 
released Alexander Yannai (from prison), mar¬ 
ried him (Yibum), and made him king of Yehuda 
(Judea) [Bible Dev.25.5-10/Dor.Har.2A60j. 

Shalomit (Salome I) arranged for her brother 
Shimon ben Shatach to be appointed to the 
Sanhedrin, which by that time was completely 
dominated by Tzedukim. He excelled over the 
others in scholarship, and by careful strategy 
was able to replace them (one by one) with his 
disciples (see 3680\-81) [Meg.Tan.ioj. 


367I » -90 


Yeshua ben Sitda, a st'C 
Perachya, was rejectee 
able behavior. He wa: 
worship and witchcrah, 



of Yehoshua ben 
e of his undesir- 
accused of idol 
unished accord¬ 


ingly by the Sanhedrin [Tal.Ches.San. 43a, 67a, 107b/ 
Yuch.i. 16 ]. Some (manuscript) versions of the Tal¬ 
mud refer to him as Yeshu HaNotzri (the Nazarene), 


and relate events (mostly of his death) which 
bear similarities to those surrounding Jesus (see 
3790\30) [Tal.Ches.San.43a, 67a, 103a, A.Z.17a, Ber.l7b/ 
Toseph.shab. ii.i5, chui. 2 . 6 -end[. Many say (or imply) 
that this was in fact Jesus (despite the lack of 
chronological synchronization, see 3790\30) 

[Mmn.Igg.Teman(encL)/Sef.Hak.q.Sed.Had./ Ramban Mil. Vik.22/ 
Yuch. 1.16/Sed.Had.3560, 3671, 3707, 3724, 3761]. Those 
opinions that claim they are not the same per¬ 
son [Me’iriSot.47a, (p,115Jer. 1947), Hak.L’Avot (p.28, Jer. 1964)], 

could be supported by the references in the Tal¬ 
mud which appear to be contradictory in the 
chronological placement of Yeshu [Tai.ches.A.z.i7a/ 
Toseph.Chul2.6-end/Mid.Rab. Koh.l.8#3]. Accordingly, 
events surrounding an earlier Yeshu may have 
later been used (or confused) to describe a later 
one. The history of Jesus (see 3790\30) is 
shrouded in mystery; his historical prominence 
is not reflected in the writings of his time, and 
references to the early history of the church were 
often influenced by pressures brought to bear (see 
5023\1263). 


-=**- 3680 » -8l --- 

Yehoshua ben Gamlah was appointed Kohen 
Gadol (after his wealthy wife, Martha (Miriam) 


Kings dd Rulers of the 
Chashmona'im Dynasty 


Jewish Year Secular Year 

Yehuda HaMaccabi 3622 -139 


Yonatan 3628 -127 


Shimon 
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bat Baytuss paid an appropriate amount (see 
3668\-93) to Alexander Yannai). Later (in con¬ 
cert with Shimon ben Shatach) he helped es¬ 
tablish a national Torah educational system 

[Tal.B.B.2la, Yev.61a, Tos., Yom. 18a, Tos.,/Tal.Yer.Yom.5.1, 


Ket.8.11/Meg.Tan. 12/ Mid.Rab.Eych. 1.47/Yuch. 1.15]. 

Shimon ben Shatach covertly sent a message to 
(his mentor) Yehoshua ben Perachya to return 
from Egypt (see 3668\-93) / Tai. ches.san. 107 b/ 
Dor.Har.2.469]. He cleverly convinced Alexander Yan¬ 
nai to contribute to the expenses of the (poor 
peoples’) sacrifices [TalYer.Naz.5.3/Mid.Rab.Br.91.3]. He also 
managed to have him appear before the Sanhe¬ 
drin over a charge of murder being brought against 
a servant of his. The resultant confrontation of 
power (in the court) highlighted the need to es¬ 
tablish the subsequent law that a king should 
not participate in court proceedings / Tai.san.i9aj. 
Alexander Yannai had a confrontation with the 
Perushim, after someone threw an Etrog at him, 
some say accidentally, during the Sukkot ser¬ 
vices (others say he r i '^ i ' r ’' ii1p ^ the services) in 


the Beit Hamikdash. f 
rah scholars, althoug 
cape and others fled 


many of the To- 
managed to es- 
mtry [Tal.Suk.48b/ 


Meg.Tan. 12/Yuch. 1.14/ Tzem.Dav./ Dor.Har.2.480-2]. 

Choni Ham’agel, a great Torah scholar of this 
time, managed to remain prominent, yet sur- 
vive [Tal.Tan.23a, Yer.Tan.3.9/ Mmn.Hakd.Mi.Zer. Chap.4, 7]. 


—-— 3686 -75 —-— 

The people rebelled against Alexander Yannai 
(see 3680\-81) and fought open battles against 
him for six years during which at least 50,000 
people were killed. He gruesomely killed 800 
men and their families. When he was sick and 
dying he expressed his regrets; nevertheless his 
wife Shalomit (Salome I) considered retiring 
herself (and their two young sons) into private 
life, and discontinuing the dynasty (of the 
Chashmona’im) [Dor.Har.2.484-92, 504-5]. 


--- 3688 w -73 -**- 

Shalomit (Salome I), also called Shalminin 

[Meg.Tan. 10] and Shel Tzion [ Shab.l6b/Sed.Had.3670], 

succeeded her husband (see 3686\-75) as ruler 
of Yehuda (Judea). She was advised by him (be¬ 
fore he died on the 7th Kislev) to rule until their 
sons (Hyrkanos II, and Aristoblus II) were older, 
and also to associate with the Perushim because 
they could be trusted, and would allow the dy¬ 
nasty (of the Chashmona’im) to continue 

[Tal.Sot.22b, Rashi/Meg.Tan.9 per Dor.Har. 2.678-9, 503-5/ 


Tzem.Dav./sed.Had.]. She appointed Hyrkanos over 
matters of the Beit Hamikdash, and Aristoblus 
(a Tzeduki) as a regional governor, away from 
Yerushalayim [Tzem.Dav], 

Yehoshua ben Perachya and Nitai Ha’arbeli had 
died, Shimon ben Shatach had convinced Yehuda 
ben Tabbai to return from Egypt, and subse¬ 
quently they became leaders of the Sanhedrin, 
as Nassi (president) and Av (head) / TaiYer.san. 6.6/ 
Dor.Har.2.470, 475-6], During the peaceful years of 
Shalomit’s rule, they made special judgments to 
reassert the authority of religious law [Tai.san.45b, 
46a, Mak.5b, Chag. 16b/Tzem.Dav.]. Shimon ben Shatach 
guided Todos (Theodus), a leader of the Roman Jew¬ 
ish community [Tal.Ber. 19a, Pes.53a, Rashi], 


-®- 3696 » -65 -®- 

Before his mother Shalomit died, Aristoblus II 
had begun wielding power with the army un¬ 
der his control. When she died, he took control 
of Yehuda (Judea), after a civil war with his 
brother Hyrkanos II that lasted for three 
months (until the elders made peace) [Tai.sot.49b, 

Rashi/ Yuch.5.156/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./Dor.Har.2.518-20]. 

Under his rule the Tzedukim regained political 
power (see 3688\-73) [Dor.Har.2.538], 

Shimon ben Shatach and Yehuda ben Tabbai had 
already died, and Shem’aya and Avtalyon (descen¬ 
dants of converts, and of Sancheriv) became the 
leaders of the Sanhedrin [TaiAv 1 . 9 , at.57b, san.97b/ 
Yuch. 1 . 17 /Dor.Har. i.7i[. Hillel — a Babylonian disciple 
— had once almost frozen to death while standing 
at the window of their joint-school of study (Beit Mi¬ 
drash) in his eagerness to learn [Tai.Yom. 35b/Dor.Har.i.50]. 


-**- 3700 ^ -6l -**- 

The Romans gained control of Yehuda (Judea). 

Hyrkanos II (stirred by Antipater, a Roman sym¬ 
pathizer, who was his friend and adviser) re¬ 
gretted having given the rule to his brother Aris¬ 
toblus II (see 3696\-65). He waged a bitter civil 
war to become ruler, and both brothers at¬ 
tempted to involve Pompey, whose Roman le¬ 
gions had been in the region for some time al¬ 
ready. Pompey grasped the opportunity to ex¬ 
ercise power and installed Hyrkanos II (who was 
weaker brother) as king, with Antipater as his 
minister [Tal.Min.64b, Sot.49b, Rashi/Rashi Sh.Hash.6.12, Rashi 
San.97b/Yuch.5.156/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./Dor.Har.l. 1;2.146], Aris- 

toblus II was led in captivity to Rome (which 
had already conquered and controlled a vast 
empire). Antipater (a schemer of Idumean de- 
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scent, who married a non Jewish Idumean wife) 
was in effective control of Yehuda ( Judea) through 
his friend Hyrkanos II. They were sympathetic to 
the Perushim (due to political considerations), 
which meant that Torah scholarship could flour¬ 
ish, as it had under the rule of Shalomit (Salome 
I), the mother of Hyrkanos II (see 3688\-73) 

[Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./ Dor.Har.2.544-6]. 


--- 3714 -47 --- 

R.Yochanan ben Zakkai was bom in 3714 (see 
3834\74), during the reign of Julius Caesar, who 

respected HyrkanOS II [Tal.R.H.31b/Teem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 


3715 w -46 


Shem’aya and Avtalyon had died, and Alex¬ 
ander II (a son of Aristoblus II) had rebelled 
against the Roman installation of his uncle 
Hyrkanos II as king ir ] ~f his father (see 





Roman 'mvimvORS 
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{- 52 } - {-49} 

POMPEY 


{-49} - {-44} 

Julius Caesar 


{-44} - {-31} 

Marc Antony 

Empire 

{- 27 } - 14 Augustus (Octavian) 


14- 37 

Tiberius 


37- 41 

Caligula (Gaius) 


41- 54 

Claudius 


54 - 68 

Nero 


68 

Galba 


69 

Otho 


69 

VlTELLIUS 


69 - 79 

Vespasian 


79 - 81 

Titus 


81 - 96 

Domitian 


96 - 98 

Nerva 


98 - 117 

Trajan 


117 - 138 

Hadrian 


138 - 161 

Antoninus Pius 

3 

161 - 180 

Marcus Aurelius 
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3700\-61). He was defeated with Roman assis¬ 
tance, who — at the request of Antipater — also 
increased the powers of Hyrkanos II to include 
all civil matters. These had previously been ad¬ 
ministered through the Sanhedrin in the Beit 
Hamikdash court [Tal.Sot.48a, Yer.Sot. 9.11/Dor.Har. 1.36, 
55, 59, 61-63, 70]. 

No appointment was made to replace Shem’aya 
or Avtalyon (as head of the Sanhedrin). The re¬ 
spected Family of Beteira were temporarily given 
the leadership responsibilities [Tai.Pes.66a, B.M.85a/ 
Yuch. 1.18/ Dor.Har. 1.76]. 

Shamai, who had been a respected member of 
the high court, established his own school of 
study (Beit Midrash) [Dor.Har. 1 .76]. Admon and 
Chanan were (independently) famous judges 
(for their mlings) in two of the numerous lower 
courts [Tal.Ket. 104b-105a/Mmn.Hakd.Mi.Zer.4]. HyrkanOS 

II reluctantly succumbed to the public pres¬ 
sure to have Herod (the son of his friend 
Antipater) brought to a trial court for partici¬ 
pating in the willful slaying of a group of Jew¬ 
ish nationalists who had rebelled against the 
Roman occupation forces. Herod arrogantly 
(and threateningly) appeared with some of his 
(armed) soldiers, and only through the brave 
admonition of Shamai did the court proceed¬ 
ings continue. Hyrkanos II arranged, however, 
that the trial be postponed, and Herod escaped 

[Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.3724/Dor.Har. 1.46; 2.626-7, 630, 735]. 


-®- 3721 ^ -40 -®- 

Antigonus, another son of Aristoblus II (see 
3715\-46), engaged the help of the king of 
Partha (Persia) — a successful warrior against 
the Romans — to conquer Yerushalayim and 
remove his uncle Hyrkanos II from his Roman- 
sponsored power. The attack succeeded and 
Hyrkanos II was taken to Partha as a captive. 
He was later released to lead the Jews living in 
his Persian kingdom which included Bavel (Baby¬ 
lonia); and the Romans later returned to remove 
Antigonus (the last of the Chashmona’im dy¬ 
nasty), and reassert their control over Yehuda 
( 'Judea) (see 3725\-36) [Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 
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—-— 3725 ^ -36 —— 

Herod I ruled, killing all the Chasltmona’im. 

The emperor Augustus sent his Roman legions 
to forcefully install Herod I (see 3715\-46) as 
ruler of Yehuda (judea) in 3725 (see 3721\-40) 

[Seci.Ol./Tal.A.Z.9a/Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.]. 

Herod I realized that he would not be accepted 
because of his ancestry (see 3700\-61) and be¬ 
cause of his ruthlessness (see 3715\-46), so he 
proceeded to kill all the family of the 
Chashmona’im, including (eventually) his own 
wife Miriam — daughter of Alexander II (see 
3715\-46) — and their children. He even en¬ 
couraged Hyrkanos II to return, from exile, to 
Yerushalayim (see 371 
thus eliminating all 

[Tal.B. B. 3b/ Yuch. 5.156/Tzem.L 


--- 3727 -34 -—- 

For two years Herod I terrorized the Jews into 
accepting his reign (see 3725\-36). He restruc¬ 
tured the country — building fortresses such 
as Massada — with the apparent intention of 
creating a secular kingdom in which the Jews 
would only be a part. Cities built with monies 
collected from Jews, he populated with non- 
Jews. On the completion of Caesaria he made a 
great celebration. He had apparently intended 
that this would be his new capital — instead of 
Yerushalayim — but was thwarted by the Ro¬ 
mans, who suspected the strategic significance 
Of his ambitions [Dor.Har. 1.9-18]. 

--- 3729 -32 --- 

Hillel became leader of the Torah scholars. 

Hillel (see 3696\-65) who was a descendant of 
King David [Tai.Ket. 62 bi, had returned to Bavel (Baby¬ 
lonia), but came to Eretz Yisrael in 3729 for Pe- 
sach. He was the only scholar to know a specific 
law relating to the Pesach of that year. The Fam¬ 
ily of Beteira (see 3715\-46) stepped aside, and 
Hillel was appointed leader of the scholars. He 
later became the Nassi (President) of the Sanhedrin 
— with Shamai as Av (Head) — an office he el¬ 


evated during the decline of the office of Kohen 
Gadol (see 3668\-93,3550\-211,3781\21) [TaLShab. 

15a, Pes.66a, Suk.20a, Chag.l6a, Rashi, Yom.Mish.1,6]. 

Hillel opened his own Beit Midrash — separate 
from Shamai’s (see 3715\-46) — a departure 
from the previous tradition of combined schools 
(see 3696\-65). He did not wish to prematurely 
arouse the suspicions of Herod I that the cen¬ 
tral Sanhedrin was to re-emerge as a powerful 
and united voice under his leadership. In this 
manner Hillel quietly ushered in a new era, the 
era of the tanna’im (1st generation Talmudists) 
[Tal.Suk.20a/Dor.Har. 1.76, 77, 144; 2.548, 672]. Herod I 
(later) respected Hillel [Dor.Har. 1 . 44 ]. 


-®- 3742 ■s® -19 -®- 

Herod / began rebuilding the 2nd Beit Hamikdash. 

When Herod presented the idea of rebuilding the 
second Beit Hamikdash — which was in bad dis¬ 
repair after 334 years — the Jews were wary of 
this uncharacteristic suggestion (see 3727\-34), 
even though it had been raised by one of the 
tanna’im, Bava ben Buta (who, although being 
blinded, had survived Herod’s massacre of 
tanna’im). The Jews feared that Herod was actu¬ 
ally scheming to demolish it without ever rebuild¬ 
ing. Some say that this reconstruction was in 
fact a maneuver to mislead the Romans about 
his strategic ambitions in the region (see 3727\- 

34) [Tal.B.B.3b-4a/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had./ Dor.Har.l.18-20]. 

--- 3750 -11 --- 

Renovation of the 2nd Beit Hamikdash completed. 

The magnificent structure of Herod’s Beit Hamik¬ 
dash, completed in 3750, included gold taken 
from the grave of King David (see 3642\-119) 

[Tal.B.B.4a, Suk.51b/ Yuch.5.156/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. Herod 

I placed a religiously offensive (Roman) golden 
eagle above the entry to the Beit Hamikdash (see 
3760\-l). Some say that due to Herod’s cruel 
disdainful treatment of the Jews (see 3725\-36, 
3742\-19, 3760\-l, 3761\1), they became sec¬ 
ond-rate citizens in the eyes of the Romans; and 
the international perception of the Jew irrevers¬ 
ibly declined [Dor.Har. 1.27, 30, 35, 36; 2.673-8; 3.41]. 



only to kill him, 
Chashmona’im 

ad.]. 








« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View 


TOC Index 


Nessi'im 

Presidents of the Sanhedrin 


Jewish Secular 

Year Year 

Yosef (Yosee) ben Yo'ezer see 3550 -211 

Yehoshua ben Perachya see 3610 -151 

Shimon ben Shatach see 3688 -73 

Hillel see 3729 -32 

Shimon (ben Hillel) see 3769 8 

Rbn.Gamliel I (ben Shimon) see 3769 8 

R.Shimon ben Gamliel I see 3810 49 

R.Gamliel II (ben R.Shimon) see 3828 67 

R.Elazar ben Azaryah see 3844 83 
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R.Yehnda HaNassi see 3925 164 

R.Gamliel III (ben R.Yehuda) see 3949 188 

R.Yehuda Nessia I (ben Gamliel) see 3949 188 

R.Gamliel IV (ben Yehuda) see 3990 229 

R.Yehuda Nessia II (ben Gamliel) see 3990 229 

R.Gamliel V (ben Yehuda) see 4060 299 

R.Yehuda Nessia III (ben Gamliel) see 4069 308 

Hillel II (ben Yehuda) see 4119 358 

R.Gamliel (ben Yehuda) see 4189 428 

♦ Exact dates are not known for the Nessi'im. 


♦ The year listed here is a reference to the main text where this Nassi is 
mentioned. 

♦ Note that these Nessi'im extend over a period of more than 630 years — 
thus the list is not confined to this chapter, but extends through chapters 8, 
9, and into 10. 

♦ After Hillel, all the Nessi'im were his direct descendants, except for 
R.Elazar ben Azarya. He was elected when R.Gamliel II was removed 
from the position — and although he was reinstated a short while later, 
they shared the presidency for some 20 years (see 3864 / 104). 
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—**— 3760 »*> -1 —**— 

Herod I lay dying, and rumor spread that he had 
died. Some religious scholars and students tore 
down the offensive golden eagle at the gates of the 
Beit Hamikdash (see 3750\-ll), but they were 
caught and Herod had them burned alive. He also 
ordered the arrest of a member of each Jewish fam¬ 
ily, ordering his sister Salome II (see 3761 \ 1) to have 
them killed on the day he died — creating a Jewish 
day Of mOUming paeg.Tan.ll per Dor.Har. 2.673-9]. 


3761 W 1 


Herod I appointed his son Archelaus to rule over 
Yehuda (judea) — subject to the consent of the 
Roman emperor — after having killed some of 
his other sons [Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.j. 

When Herod I died on the 2nd Shvat, his sister, 
Salome II, did not notify anyone, but sent word 
to the prison guard tb ot king had ordered 
the release of all the re 
of each family) (see 3761 
accomplished she anr 



soners (members 
ice that had been 
that Herod was 

dead [Meg.Tan. 11 per Dor.Har. 2.678-9/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.j. 

When Archelaus succeeded his father, many Jews 
were still languishing in prison, and Herod’s non- 
Jewish officials were still in control. Archelaus force¬ 
fully stopped the Pesach sacrifice on the 14th Nis¬ 
san, in a bloodbath where thousands were killed. 
The Jews sent a delegation to the emperor — which 
was joined by many Jews of Rome (see 3688\-73) 
— requesting that no king be approved. Archelaus 
went to Rome and he prevailed, although he was 
not approved by the emperor as a full king [Tzem.Dav./ 


Sed.Had./Dor.Har.2.680-82, 688, 698-700]. 

When Archelaus was in Rome, the Roman High 
Commissioner of Syria sent in his legions to quell a 
“possible’ uprising in Yehuda (judea). This was an 
unfounded charge which, when conveyed to the 
emperor, assisted Archelaus’ approval to rule. The 
general of these troops used his household guards 
to ruthlessly extort money from Jews, creating a 
universal outcry for his withdrawal. Although the 
High Commissioner had him withdrawn, this epi¬ 
sode set an atmosphere of anarchy in Yehuda (judea) 
(see 3770\10, 3781\21) [Dor.Har.2.692-7]. 


3769 w 9 


Hillel died. 


his son Shimon, to the (now elevated) position of 
Nassi (President) of the Sanhedrin (see 3729\-32). 
Shimon did not live long, and was succeeded in 
turn by his son Rbn.Gamliel I — also the first to be 
called “Raban”. Thus the leadership of the Jews of 
Yehuda (judea) was in the hands of a dynasty of de¬ 
scendants of King David [Tal.Shab.15a/Sifri Dev. 357/ 
Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had. Vol.2/Dor.Har.2.670-2, 707-8]. 

Hillel’s greatest disciple was Yonatan ben Uziel, 
who wrote an Aramaic translation (Targum) of 

the nevi’im (Prophets, Bible) (see Illustrations Text A, #2; Text 
8, #2) [Tal.Meg.3a, B.B.134a, Av.Dr.Nat.14.1]. [Thus the Targum 
Yonatan on chumash, it is said [shem.Hag. 2.57b(ii4)] is in fact 
Targum Yerushalmi, and the author of what is now published as 
(a very sparse) Targum Yerushalmi in the chumash is unknown. 
However, the author of what is now labelled as Targum Yonatan 
on the chumash — is also unknown.] 


—**— 3770 » 10 —**— 

The Jews sent a delegation to the emperor to pro¬ 
test against the extreme brutality of Archelaus. The 
emperor subsequently removed him and sent him 

to exile [Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./ Dor.Har.2.705]. 

Anarchy — which began at the beginning of Arch¬ 
elaus’ rule (see 3761 \ 1) — continued to spread. Arab 
gangs (taking revenge for Herod’s brutality), small 
militia groups (of troops expelled from Herod’s army 
years earlier), and some corrupt Roman com¬ 
manders, all plundered and killed throughout the 
country [Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./Dor.Har.2. 696-7, 700, 713]. 

With the removal of Archelaus, the Romans an¬ 
nexed Yehuda (judea), and installed their own gov¬ 
ernor (procurator). Antipas, the brother of Archelaus 
(son of Herod I) ruled in a limited way, in the 
Northern part of Yehuda (see maps) [Sed.Had.]. 

The Tzedukim became politically active at 
around this time, and they established their 
own ‘sanhedrin’ [Tal.San.52b/ Dor.Har.2.632-3]. 

—-— 3775 15 —-— 

At around this time there was an unusual dis¬ 
turbance — with anti-Semitic overtones (see 
3750\-l 1) — against the Jews of Bavel (Babylonia), 
as a result of the activities of two Jewish (private) 
militia leaders. Much of the local (rural) Jewish 
population had to relocate and concentrate 
around the larger cities [Dor.Har. 1 . 121 - 125 , 126 ]. 

-=**- 3781 w 21 -**- 


Hillel, who had brought the Sanhedrin back to its Agrippa I (the grandson of Herod I) — who spent 

original power (see 3715\-46), was succeeded by much of his time in Rome — had been impris- 





« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View | TOC | Index 

Chapter 8 — The 2nd Beit Hamikdash i 133 

Chapter Sd — Roman Client Kings <Si Rulers — Herodian Dynasty 


oned for displaying a lack of loyalty to the ruling 
emperor. He was released with the ascent of a new 
emperor to the throne, and he was sent to Yehuda 
fludea) to rule in a limited way. He became popular 
with the people, accepted by the tanna’im, and he 
broadened his original (territorial) mandate to rule. 
He became so popular that some people almost idol¬ 
ized him [TaiSot. 41a, Ket. 17a, Pes. 107b, Rashbam/Mid.Rob.Vay.3.5/ 
Tos. Y. T.Bik. 3.4/ Yuch. 5.158/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had.]. 

The position of Kohen Gadol had long been used 
as a source of revenue for the powers that be 
(see 3668\-93, 3680\-81), and some of the Ro¬ 
man authorities began increasing their per¬ 
sonal profit by appointing Kohanim to this post 
as often as a few times a year (instead of hav¬ 
ing them serve their full lifetime as required). 
Many of the ex-kohanim gedolim who were cor¬ 
rupt formed their own strong-arm groups (even 
militia). This contributed further to the anar¬ 
chy, lawlessness, and violence that plagued Ye¬ 
huda (Judea) (see 3761 \ 1,3770\ 10) [Tal.Yom.9a, Tos./ 



The Sanhedrin moved from the Beit Hamikdash. 

With all the lawlessness, violence, and blood¬ 
shed — much of it stemming from the ex-ko- 
hanim gedolim (see 3781\21) — the Sanhe¬ 
drin despairingly decided to withdraw from a 
center of activities it could not control. They 
left their respected place in the Beit Hamik¬ 
dash, and moved to the Holy Mount. This 
automatically downgraded the spiritual and 
legal status of all the courts. (It was no longer 
possible to pass the death sentence.) [ TaiA.z.8b, shab.isa, 
R.H.31a-b, Rashi/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./Dor. Har.2.719; 3.112], 
R.Tzadok, one of the tanna’im, perceived an 
emerging national calamity and began to fast 
daily, Until 3829 [TaLGit. 56a-b/Zoh. 1.149]. 

--- 3790 30 --- 

Jesus — according to Christian tradition (see 
3671\-90) — had criticized the strong arm- 
groups of ex-kohanim gedolim controlling the 
Beit Hamikdash (see 3781\21). They captured 
him and delivered to him to the Romans, who 
later killed him on charges of treason. 

-**- 3800 40 - 

The emperor Caligula insisted on being wor¬ 
shipped, and ordered that a statue of him be 


placed everywhere — including in the Beit Hamik¬ 
dash, and in synagogues in Egypt (see 3610\- 
151). The Jews of Yehuda (Judea) expressed their 
religious objection, and Petronius, the (Roman) 
Syrian high commissioner, convinced that this 
was not an expression of rebellion, sought to have 
the order withdrawn. Caligula was furious, but 
died before his cruel reply reached Yehuda (Judea). 
Philo(n), the Jewish philosopher from Alexandria 
('Egypt), made representations in Rome on this is¬ 
sue [Yuch.5.158-9/ Sect.Had./Dor.Har.3.25, 149]. 

- - 3804 44 —-— 

Agrippa II (the son of Agrippa I) became a very 
limited ruler in 3804, at a time when the Romans 
controlled Eretz Yehuda (Judea) through their gov¬ 
ernors (procurators). He had some powers transferred 
to him from his uncle Herod II — a regional ruler. 
He collaborated with the Romans (see 3825\65), 
and aligned himself with some of the strong-arm 
groups of the ex-kohanim gedolim, as they had 
ways and means of collecting money (see 
3781 \21). This they shared with (Agrippa II and) 
the Roman procurators — in return for political 
considerations [Tal. A. Z. 55a/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./ 
Dor.Har.2.633; 3.8, 14-15]. 

- - 3810 50 —— 

Rbn.Gamliel I (hen Shimon, hen Hillel) died. 

R. Shimon ben Gamliel I succeeded his father as 
the Nassi (President) of the Sanhedrin, and R.Yochanan 
ben Zakkai was the Av (Head) Bet Din [Tai.shab.i5a, 
Sot. 4 7a/Rashi R.H.31 b/Tzem/Dav./Sed.Had.2/Dor.Har.3.52], 
Queen Helena and King Munbaz, from the vicinity 
of Bavel (Babylonia, Persia), converted to Judaism and came 
to see Yerushalayim. They later made contributions 
to alleviate food shortages there [Tai.B.B.iia/ 

Mid.Rab.Br.46.10/ Yuch.5.159-60/Sed.Had./Dor.Har. 1.99-101]. 

The ‘sanhedrin’ of the Tzedukim was active at 
this time (see 3770\10) [Dor.Har. 2 .632-3]. The Ku- 
thim (Samaritans) attacked Jews on their way to 
the Beit Hamikdash for the festivals [Dor.Har.3.58]. 

—-— 3815 ^ 55 —-— 

Anarchy was increasing in Eretz Yehuda (Judea), 
and various political groups emerged. Some 
were hoping to restore peace and order, even if 
it meant living under tight Roman rule, pro¬ 
vided the rule was honest and allowed for basic 
human and religious freedom. Others — such 
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Agrippa II 
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* This is the year i or perhaps 0 (see 4 / -3760; 3829 / 69). 

There were no official Jewish leaders during this period — only Roman Procurators 


as Agrippa II, ex-kob 
Tzedukim — were see 


:dolim, and the 
alth and power. 


Others — radical nationalists — sought to light 
the Romans and expel them from Eretz Yehuda. 
There were many factions and splinter groups 
within these general categories [Dor.Har.2.7i5;3.3, w, 17, 


rejected a sacrifice sent by a Roman official. 
Roman legions together with the troops of 
Agrippa II marched on Yerushalayim. They 
had to withdraw after a bloody battle, and the 
radical nationalists then proclaimed Yerusha¬ 
layim a “free” city lTal.Git.56a/Sed. Had./Dor.Har.3.20- 


34-5]. 

--- 3825 65 --- 

A rebellion by most Jewish factions (see 3815\55) 
against the ruling Roman procurator (governor) — 
who was exceptionally greedy, brutal and dishon¬ 
est — was sparked by his disdainful handling 
of an incident concerning the harassment by 
(local) non-Jews of a synagogue in Caesaria. 
Agrippa II (a collaborator, see 3804\44) dis¬ 
agreed with the findings of an independent Ro¬ 
man investigator, who had concluded that this 
uprising was directed only against this indi¬ 
vidual (the procurator) and not against the Ro¬ 
man empire. Agrippa II insisted that the procu¬ 
rator retain his position (which suited his own 
power maneuvers) [Dor. Har. 3 . 14 - 15 , 19 , 149 ]. 

Most of the Jews were so outraged that they 
took to the streets of Yerushalayim and forced 
Agrippa II to flee with the procurator. Agrippa 
II — and some power groups — then at¬ 
tempted to have the Syrian high commis¬ 
sioner intervene, on the grounds that this was 
certainly a rebellion against Rome. They even¬ 
tually succeeded, after some radical kohanim 


1, 25-8]. 

Factional infighting increased in Yerushalayim. 
Those who were hoping for a return to peaceful 
law and order — under the Romans — despaired 
when the Romans aligned themselves with 
Agrippa II and his corrupt and lawless power 
groups; whilst the defeat of Roman legions at 
the gates of Yerushalayim encouraged the radi¬ 
cals to believe that they could ultimately suc¬ 
ceed in militarily driving out the Romans [Tai 
Av.Dr.Nat. 4.5/ Dor.Har. 3.35]. 

Emperor Nero sent a massive army, under 
Vespasian and his son Titus, to restore Roman 
authority [Tzem.Dav./ sed.Had.]. Total anarchy 
reigned in Yehuda (Judea), and Jews were being 
killed by the local non-Jewish population 

[Tal. Toseph.Git.3.14/Dor. Har. 3.2 8, 141-2]. 

-—- 3826 66 —-— 

Vespasian arrived in Yehuda to reassert 
Roman authority. 

Yosef ben Mattityahu (Josephus) was a close 
friend of Agrippa II, who in turn was an old ac¬ 
quaintance of Nero and Vespasian. He had ma 
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neuvered himself into an important military po¬ 
sition — in the northern part of Yehuda (Judea) — 
from which R. Shimon ben Gamliel I (unsuccess¬ 
fully) sought to have him removed, because of this 
allegiance with Agrippa II and the Romans. He 
surrendered to the Romans not long after 
Vespasian commenced his military campaign in 
the north, and he subsequently travelled with 
them, recording the battles and the destruction of 
Yehuda (Judea), Yerushalayim, and the Beit Hamik¬ 
dash, from inside the Roman camp [Tzem.Dav./sed. 
Had./Dor.Har. 1.43; 3.1, 10, 12, 15(7), 39, 179]. 


3827 67 


With the fall of the surrounding country to 
Vespasian’s army, the infighting and power 
struggles in Yerushalayim turned into open 
and bloody civil war, with factions fighting 
other factions (see 3815\55), even though 
they may have shared ^ ~ r goals. Groups 

food storage fa- 


of militia set fire to tl 
cilities — which had c 
for years — and some 


i enough to last 
- 51 -^-crpJ also formed an 
internal siege — not letting anyone out. A 
number of groups (some say) even minted 
their own coins, each (separately) claiming a 
‘free’ state, under their own leader [Tai.Git.56a/ 
Mid.Rab.Eych. 1.31/Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./Dor.Har. 3.33-5]. 
Many Jews from all over Yehuda (Judea), who had 
come to the Beit Hamikdash for Pesach, were 
caught in the siege and could not return home 
[Dor.Har.3.80]. R.Shimon ben Gamliel I died during the 
siege, possibly a targeted fatality of the civil war (see 

3826\66) [See Appendix C] / Mrsha.Sot.49a/ Dor.Har.3.179], 


—**— 3828 «■> 68 —=**— 

R.Yochanan ben Zakkai — the last disciple of 
Hillel — escaped from the internal siege of 
Yerushalayim (see 3827\67), and from an immi¬ 
nent forced confrontation with the Romans. He 
personally negotiated an agreement with 
Vespasian to allow the continuance of the studies 
of the Sanhedrin in Yavneh — under R. Gamliel II 


(son of R.Shimon ben Gamliel I) as Nassi (Presi¬ 
dent). Vespasian returned to Rome — after the 
death of Nero — and Titus laid siege to Yerusha¬ 
layim, causing serious hunger and disease in the 
overpopulated city (see 3827\67) [Tai.Git.56a-b, 

Av.Dr.Nat.4.5;6.3;14.1/Mid.Rab.Eych. 1.31/ Dor.Har.3.33-5, 61-3]. 


--- 3829 69 -— 

The 2nd Beit Hfimikdash was tlestroyed. 

All factions in Yerushalayim 
(see 382V\67) had no option but ^ 
to (unite and) fight the Romans 
— which they did valiantly — 
despite their weak and 
starved condition 
[Tal.Av.Dr.Nat. 6.3/Dor. 

Har.3.38], (A Roman 
historian 
(Dio Cassius) 
recorded that 
Titus was 
wounded 
during the fight- 
that some Roman 
(to the Jewish side) 
not believe they could conquer Yerushalayim). 

On the 17th Tammuz the walls in Yerushalayim 
were penetrated, and the Romans advanced with 
difficulty, until they reached the Beit Hamik¬ 
dash and set fire in it, on the 9th Av 3829. The 
western wall was all that remained of the struc¬ 
ture, and the Romans took many of the holy 
utensils to Rome (see 4215\455) [ Tos.A.z.9b/ 
Mmn.Hak.L’Yad]. 

Vast numbers of Jews (over one million re¬ 
corded) died — in the battle, from hunger, and 
from disease [Tal.Tan.28b/Tzem. Dav./Sed.Had./ 
Dor.Har.3.80], 

Some say that the second Beit Hamikdash was 
destroyed in 3828 [RashiA.z.9b, Erch.i 2 b]. (The secu¬ 
lar date usually given for the destruction is 70 
(3830\70). This one year difference could be ac¬ 
counted for by an adjustment based on the 
naming of the Jewish year 1. See l\-3760) 
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The Talmudic Era — The Mishna 


Jewish 

Year 

3834 


<r/& 


R.Yochanan ben Zakkai died. 


Secular 

Year 

74 


3846 

Sanhedrin moved from place to place, under R.Gamliel II. 

86 

3893 

Betar fell, and “Bar Kochba's" revolt ended in tragedy. 

133 

3894 

Judaism was banned, and R.Akiva was imprisoned. 

134 

3949 

R. Yehuda Hanassi Completed The Mishna Around Tins Time. 

189 
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RIVERS OF BABYLON ; 
CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA (JUDEA) 


Chapter 9 


* Talmudic Era — TheMishna 



The ninth Chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish history 
focuses on the struggle for Jewish survival in 
Eretz Yisrael under Roman conquest, 
and the development of the Mishna as 
a written body of Jewish law. 

The chapter ends when 
the Mishna was completed. 

Later scholars accepted a 
total adherence to the Mishna, 
and would not consider overruling 
any of its statements. 
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[3829\69 is continued from chapter 8c.] 


3829 69 


Almost 100,000 Jews were taken to Rome as 
captives, and many of them were forced to fight 
wild animals in the Roman coliseums. The 
Romans were selective in their punishment of 
the various (factional) leaders of the revolution — 
some were brutally killed, whilst others were 
imprisoned — indicating that they were aware 
that some of the leaders had been drawn into 
direct conflict — against their better judgement 
(see 3815\55, 3827\67, Av 3829\69) [Mid.Rab.Eych. 


1.45/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed.HacL./Dor.Har.3.37-8, 48, 75, 80, 138]. 

Some Jewish fortresses resisted the Romans for 
one or two years after the destruction of the 
Beit Hamikdash (see 3831\71), while roaming 
bands of legionnaires killed many people of all 
ages in those parts of Yehuda (Judea) already con¬ 
quered. This random 1 -- 11 ---~ decreased after 
many prisoners had t 
ing some of the factioi 
to Rome specifically 


lered — includ¬ 
es — and taken 
us’ triumphant 
march, (approximately nine months after the 
destruction of the Beit Hamikdash) [Tai.Git.55b/ 


Dor. Har.3.37-8, 128, 138-9]. 

The Sanhedrin continued studies (as an 
academy) in Yavneh (see 3828\68) under the 
leadership of R.Gamliel II (ben Shimon ben 
Gamliel I) as Nassi (President). R.Yochanan ben 
Zakkai, the Av Bet Din (see 3810\50), came 
only periodically to Yavneh (for sessions) 
because he had moved elsewhere — some say 
in order not to cast his shadow over the 
leadership of the (young) inheritor of the 
dynasty of his mentor Hillel (see 3810\50, 

3828 \ 68) [Tal.San.32b, Git. 56b, Av.Dr.Nat.l4.6/Toseph. 


Mas.2.2/ Mid.Rab.Koh. 7.7.2/Sed.Had.2/Dor.Har.3.24, 61-71]. 


--- 3830 70 — 

R.Yehoshua (ben Chananyah) travelled to Rome 
(see 3841\81, 3856\96) to negotiate for the 
release of Jewish captives there. He had many 
dialogues with the emperor and his daughter 
(see 3856\96) [ral.Git.58a,Hor.l0a,Shab.H9a,Tan.7a,Chag.5b, 
ChuL59b-60a, Bech.8b/ Tzem.Dav./ Sed.Had.2/ Dor.Har.3.48-50]. 
Josephus wrote his history under the auspices 
of his friends in Rome, and in consultation with 
Titus — and Agrippa II, whom the Romans had 
appointed ruler in the Galil (which was 
considered separate to Yehuda) (see maps). He 


presented events from (and as a justification 
of) his political perspective (see 3826\66); 
these (slanted) writings could not have served 
to decrease Roman anger and cruelty to the 
Jews whom he portrayed in a negative light 
[Tal.Kid. 110a/ Mmn.HU. Kid. Hack. 4.4, Ish. 13.16, Shmitt. 7. 9/ 
Dor.Har.1.15(9), 19-20(12), 70(35), 193-4; 2.693; 3.38-40, 85, 129]. 
The groups of ex-kohanim gedolim (see 
3804\44, 3815\55) ceased to exist, and the 
remnants of the Herodian Dynasty (including 
Agrippa II) eventually disappeared through in¬ 
termarriage with the Romans [Dor.Har.3.38-40, 51, 354]. 

—-— 3831 ^ 71 —-— 

The Romans had conquered all of Yehuda (see 
3829 \69) (except for the fortress of Massada, 
which fell later), order was restored, and the 
Roman troops stopped their wanton killings 
(see 3829\69). Vespasian issued a decree — 
through his governor — that all properties left 
by Jews killed in the war were to be transferred 
to the emperor. The rightful heirs had great 
difficulties in subsequently securing their 
family estates and rightful inheritances from 
Roman officers [TaLShab. 116a-b, Git.55b, Yer.Git.5.7/ 
Dor.Har.3.127-136, 140]. 


3834 74 


R.Yochanan ben Zakkai died. 

R.Yochanan ben Zakkai made adjustments to 
adapt Jewish life without a Beit Hamikdash, to 
the laws Of the Torah, [Tal. R.H.29b-31b, Suk.41a/ 
Dor.Har.3. 122 - 125 ], and when he died — 
approximately five years after the destruction 
of the Beit Hamikdash — R.Yehoshua ben 
Chananyah (one of his five most prominent 
disciples) succeeded him as the Av Bet Din 

[Tal.Av.2.9, B.K.74b, Nid. 7b, Yer.San.l.2(6a)/ Sed.Had.1,2/ 

Dor.Har.3.203, 210-11, 277(24), 307-11, 337]. 

R.Eliezer ben Hyrkanos, another of the five 
most prominent disciples, (who married Iyma 
Shalum, a sister of R.Gamliel II), was author of 
the Midrash called Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer. He 
became the Chacham (supreme scholar) of the 
Sanhedrin-Academy, a special appointment 
made out of respect and in recognition of his 
brilliant scholarship [ Tal.Av.2.8, Bert.-end, Shab.ll6a, 
Mak.27a, Git.83a, Nid.7b, Yer.San.l.2(6a)/Mid.Rab.Sh.Hsh.l.3.1/ 
Pir.Dr.El. 1, 2/ Tzem.Dav./Sed.Had./Dor.Har.3.210-11, 291-6]. 

When the three leaders of the Sanhedrin-Academy, 
R.Gamliel II (Nassi), R.Yehoshua (Av), and R.Eliezer, 
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gathered in Yavneh (after the death of 
R.Yochanan ben Zakkai), they began regular 
sessions of the Sanhedrin in order to consolidate 
and clarify the laws of Torah, by ruling on the 
differences of opinion that had arisen (primarily 
since Hillel and Shamai) [ Tai. shab.i38b, Eru.v.i3b, 

Yer. Yev. 1.6(9a)/Av.Dr.Nat 14.6/ Toseph.Ed. 1.1/Mid.Rab.Koh. 7.7.2/ 
Tos.B.K. 94b/ Dor.Har.3.203-5, 210-12, 284]. 

R.Eliezer ben Yaakov I, who was known for his 
precise articulation, taught the accurate 
measurements of the Beit Hamikdash as part of 
the Mishna, and R. Shimon Ish HaMitzpeh 
taught the order of the Yom Kippur services (in 
the Beit Hamikdash) [Tal.Yom.14b, Yeu.49b, Yer.Yom.2.2( 
12a)/Dor.Har. 3.82, 181-2]. 


3835 ^ 75 


The Jews began to regain some stability, but 
antagonistic Christians — many of whom 
belonged to Jewish Christian sects (see 


3893\ 133) and therefo 
Jews — continuously “i 
Jewish progress. The R 


ed freely among 
” the Romans on 
vernor, Tirentius 


Rufus I, attempted to capture and kill R.Gamliel 
II (as a descendant of King David, see 3769\9). 
He also plowed-under the whole city of 
Yerushalayim, and the site of the Beit Hamikdash, 

on the 9th of Av [TalTan. 29a, Yer.Tan.4.5(25a)/Dor.Har.3.71-78]. 


--- 3836 » 76 --- 

As part of the Torah clarification process of 
Yavneh (see 3834\74) Shimon HaPakuli (aTANNA) 
was entrusted by R.Gamliel II to standardize the 
eighteen blessings of Shmona Esrei (from the 
various versions existing then) (see 3426\-335). 
R.Gamliel II also wanted a nineteenth blessing 
added as a prayer against the “informers” (see 
3835\75, 3877\117, 3894\134), and Shmuel 

HaKatan (TANNA) Composed it [See Appendix C] [TaLBer.28b, 
Meg. 18a/ Mmn.HU.lfi.2.1., Kes.Mish/Dor.Har.3.145-7, 172-3]. 


-=**- 3841 » 8l -«- 

Titus became emperor after the reign of his 
father Vespasian, and he ruled in a surprisingly 
mild manner. R.Eliezer, R.Yehoshua and 
R.Gamliel II travelled to Rome to appeal for better 
conditions in Eretz Yisrael. However, Titus died 
while they were there, and he was succeeded by 
his cruel brother Domitian, who drafted a decree 
to exterminate the Jews. He killed many Romans, 


but a powerful political acquaintance the Jewish 
leaders had made in Rome, gave his life to have 
the decree against the Jews suspended [ Tai.Yer. San. 

7.13(41 a)Mid.Rab.Dev.2.24,Yal.Teh. 754/Dor.Har. 3.275-8]. 

When these three leaders returned from Rome, 
having witnessed the ruthlessness of the new 
emperor—particularly towards Romans suspected 
of being friendly to Jews — they maintained a low 
profile in Yavneh, and did not call any more full 
sessions of the Sanhedrin-Academy, but decided 
on all matters amongst the three of them, (after 
discussions in which R.Eliezer was respected as 
the supreme scholar, see 3834\74) [rai.Git.83a/Mid.Rab. 

SKHsh. 1.3.1/ Dor. Har.3.280-1, 283]. 

Onkelus II — who had converted to Judaism 
after his uncle Titus died — was a disciple of 
R.Yehoshua (ben Chananyah) and R.Eliezer 
(ben Hyrkanos). He translated the Chumash 

(Bible, the five Books of Torah) into Aramaic based on 
their teachings (see Illustrations Text A, #3). This 
was not Onkelus I who was a disciple of Hillel 
and Shamai. [Tal.Meg.3a, Git.56b-57a, A.Z.lla, B.B.99a/Zoh. 
Vay. 73a/ Rashi Kid.49a/Tzem.Dav./Sed. Had.2]. 


—=**— 3842 82 —**— 

R.Eliezer had unilaterally ruled on matters of 
law, without the prior consent of the other two 
leaders (see 3841\81), and when he refused to 
withdraw these judgments — claiming that the 
others were insincere in their opposition — he 
was (completely) removed from the circle of 
scholars by R.Gamliel II, with the support of the 
others. R.Gamliel II and R.Yehoshua thus 
remained the sole leaders of the Sanhedrin- 
Academy affairs, and without the respected 
presence of R.Eliezer, friction emerged between 
them (see 3844\84) [Tal.B.M.59b, Git.83a, Nid.7b, Yad.4.3, 
Yer.M.K. 3.1(10b), Korb.HaE./Dor.Har.3.293-6, 302]. 


— 3844 84 —— 

R.Gamliel II had dealt harshly with R.Yehoshua 
in a confrontation about the setting of the 
month, a function usually reserved for the Av 
Bet Din — which was R.Yehoshua, who was also 
an accomplished astronomer. More than a year 
later (at a public lecture) he was again harsh in 
his treatment of R.Yehoshua. Those present 
were most upset and offended, and insisted 
that R.Gamliel be replaced as Nassi (President) 

[Tal.R.H.2.7, 2.8, Bert., 2.9, Rashi 31b, Ber.27b-28a, 

Yer.Ber.4.1 (32b)/Dor.Har. 3.302-6, 318, 324, 330]. 

Seventy two scholars were present when 
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R.Elazar ben Azaryah — a young wealthy Kohen, 
and direct descendant of Ezra — was appointed 
Nassi to replace R.Gamliel II. They took this rare 
opportunity of a full session of the Sanhedrin- 
Academy (see 3841 \81) to decide on many 
issues. That session is referred to (in the Talmud) 
as “that day”. R.Elazar ben Azaryah later shared 
the leadership with R.Gamliel II, who was re¬ 
instated [Tcd.Ber.27b-28a, Zev.llb, Yad.3.5, 4.3/Dor.Har.3.319-24, 
327, 338; 5.177]. 


by Trajan who harbored a deep hatred for the 
Jews — his father had headed a legion in the 
action that led to the destruction of the Beit 
Hamikdash. The Sanhedrin-Academy at 
Yavneh was abandoned once again, and the 
elders settled (privately) in Lod, where they 
called days of fast and prayer over the 
persecutions they were suffering [TaiR.H.isb, 3ia-b, 
Yer.Tan.2.12(12b), Betz.3.5/Toseph.Pes.3.9, 10.8/ Dor.Har. 3.352-62]. 


3846 86 


Sanhedrin movedfrom place to place , under 
R.Gamliel II. 

The Romans increased their troops in Eretz 
Yisrael and continued to persecute the Jews 
there — particularly the scholarly leadership, 
which had to leave Yavneh and move to Usha in 
the Galil (see 3830\70). Even while there, 


R.Gamliel II and his co 
They moved to Tev( 
wandered from place to 


under pressure. 
erius), and then 
. Shab. 115a, Eruv. 101b/ 


Toseph.Ter.2.13, San.2.6/Sifri Dev.33.3/ Dor.Har.3.344, 346-8]. 


—-— 3856 96 —-— 

The ruthless emperor Domitian (see 3841\81) 
had died, and R.Gamliel II, R.Yehoshua, R.Elazar 
ben Azaryah and R.Akiva travelled to Rome in the 
month of Tishrei to make representations to the 
new emperor (the ageing Nerva), for some relief 
and freedom from persecution (see 3841\81, 
3846\86). Some say he subsequently removed 
the heavy tax being paid by the Jews of Eretz 
Yisrael [Tal.Mak.24a, Suk.23a, 41b/Dor. Har.3.349-50]. 

When the delegation of four elders arrived in 
Rome, they were asked many questions about 
their religion by the many Romans who were 
fascinated by Judaism — particularly after 
Domitian’s virulent anti-Jewishness (see 
3841\81) — and they were now free to inquire 
about it. R.Yehoshua was very well known for 
his brilliant dialogue in these matters (see 
3830\ 70). Upon their return to Eretz Yisrael, 
they moved the Sanhedrin-Academy back from 
the Galil, to Yavneh (see 3846\86) [Tai.A.z.54b, 

R.H.31a-b, Chag.5b, Eruv.53b, D.E.5/Sifri 33.3/Dor.Har.3 349-52]. 


--- 3858 » 98 --- 

The emperor Nerva died, and was succeeded 


--- 3864 104 -**- 

The Roman persecutions (see 3858\98) had 
become so extreme that R.Akiva had to travel to 
Bavel (Babylonia) to fulfil one of the functions of the 
Sanhedrin (setting of the new month). 
R.Gamliel II died in Lod, and R.Elazar ben 
Azaryah continued in the role of Nassi (President) 
(see 3844\84) in Lod [Tal.M.K.27a, B.M.59b, Yev.l22a, 
San.32b, Yad.4.3, Yer.Ber.3. l(22a)/Dor.Har.3.358-66]. 


- 3867 107 -=**- 

R.Elazar ben Azaryah presided over a minor 
regeneration of the Sanhedrin-Academy (in 
Lod), where there were as many as 32 scholars 
attending sessions. However, the Roman 
persecutions (see 3858\98) forced them to 
leave and go to the Galil once again (see 
3856\96), and even there they were forced to 
stay in hiding, in Tzippori (Sepphoris) [Toseph. 
Kel.B.B.2, Mik.8.6, Meg.2.2/Dor.Har.3.363, 367-71], 


-— 3874 114 - 

The Greek population of Egypt, (part of the Roman 
Empire), took advantage of Trajan’s hatred for the 
Jews (see 3858\98) — which was by now 
magnified because the Jews of Bavel (Babylonia) (see 
3610\-151) had just fought in the defense of 
Babylonia against his invading forces. The Greeks 
conducted a massive massacre in Alexandria (see 
3610\151) which almost wiped out the entire 
community of over 1,000,000 Jews (see3454\-307) 
while the Romans stood by and watched / TaLSuk. sib, 

Yer.Suk. 5 .1 (23a)/ Dor.Har.3.393-404, 407-8]. 

The Jews of Cyprus and of Cyrene (North Africa, west of 
Egypt) were well organized, and managed to fight off 
similar attacks by large local Greek populations, 
also under Roman control. The Greeks then 
attempted to incite the Romans by claiming that 
these incidents of Jewish battle were proof that 
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the Jews were staging an international uprising. 
Their claims were not heeded by Trajan, who was 
in Babylonia, and occupied with extending the 
Roman Empire to its greatest size ever (see 
3877\117) [Tal.Yer.Suk.5.1 (23a)/Dor.Har.3.409-11, 414]. 


3877 117 


When Trajan died, Hadrian became emperor, 
and chose a relatively peaceful path for the 
Roman Empire. He withdrew from the furthest 
conquests, and even granted permission to the 
Jews to rebuild the Beit Hamikdash. At the 
request of the surviving Jews of Egypt (see 
3874\ 114), he brought to trial those responsible 
for the massacre in 3874, punished them with 
death, and ordered that the Jewish section of 
Alexandria be rebuilt [Mid.Rab.Br.64. 10 /Dor.Har.3.397-99, 


404, 406-7, 426-32; 4.574-5]. 

Hadrian had the governor of Eretz Yisrael (his 


political enemy) killed 


prisoners were subseq 

Sma.8.(47b)/Dor.Har.3.421, 42L 

However, Hadrian hac 



1 some Jewish 
leased [Tal.Tan.18b, 


^..ge of heart after 


he was advised of the “dangers” of allowing the 
Jews too much independence; this advice given 
(some say) by “informers” (see 3836\76). 
Permission for rebuilding the Beit Hamikdash 
was withdrawn [Mid.Rab. Br.64.10/Dor.Har.3.428(3), 432]. 


-*- 3878 W 118 --- 

R.Elazar ben Azaryah had died, and the 
Sanhedrin-Academy came out of hiding (see 
3867\107) and was established in Usha once 
again (see 3846\86), under the leadership of 
the elderly R.Yehoshua as Av Bet Din (see 
3834\74), and R. Shimon ben Gamliel II as the 
“son of the Nassi” — without the full 
responsibilities of Nassi (see 3550\-211) [Tal. 

R.H.31 a-b, Toseph.Eruv. 5.6/ Mid.Rab. Br. 64.10/ Dor.Har.3.425-6, 
432; 4.433-9, 445-47]. 


—**— 3880 120 —=**— 

When R.Yehoshua died (see 3878\118), a skilled 
voice was lost in debating the early Christians 
(see 3830\70, 3835\75, 3856\96). The elderly 
R.Akiva (who had lost thousands of disciples in 
a plague) succeeded him as Av Bet Din in Usha 
(see 3878\118) / Tal.Chag.5b, Yev.62b, Ket.62b-63a, Ned.50a, 
Eruv.53b, Smach.8.(47b)/Dor.Har.4.439-42, 574, 746, 763]. 


--- 3883 *** 123 --- 

Hadrian’s change of heart towards the Jews in 
Eretz Yisrael (see 3877\117) became complete. 
He issued a decree against some major religious 
observances — Shabbat, Mila, Mikva — and 
revealed plans to rebuild Yerushalayim as a 
secular city (under another name), complete 
with a temple for worshipping Jupiter on the 
place of the Beit Hamikdash (see 3835\75). He 
also began deporting — to North Africa — some of 
the (millions of) Jews who were still living in Eretz 
Yisrael (see 3438\-323) [ Tal Yev.72a, Rashi B.B.60b, Rash] 

Me’i.l7a, Toseph.Ber.2.13/ Mid.Rab.Eych.4.5/Dor.Har.4.577-84]. 

Many Jews took to hiding (underground) in 
order to keep those now forbidden religious 
observances, and in those instances when the 
Romans came to seek them out, they resisted 
with armed combat. This resistance developed 
into a revolution, with Jewish guerrilla forces 
making sporadic surprise attacks on the 
Roman legions. The regular meetings of the 
Sanhedrin-Academy ceased during these 
difficult times [Dor.Har. 4.577-90, 603, 717, 744]. 

—— 3887 127 -=**- 

The Jewish revolt, against the harsh decrees of the 
Romans, grew from its initial stages (see 3883\ 123), 
and the Jews had built underground trenches and 
tunnels from which they staged successful attacks 
on the Roman legions. Under the leadership of 

Shimon Bar Kuziba [as he is named in the Talmud]) Or nOW 

commonly known as Bar Kochba; and also as Shimon 
Bar Kochab [otzHaMktp433.i] — the attacks became 
increasingly audacious and successful, and 
eventually they emerged into the open battle 
fields. ‘Bar Kochba’ then led the well prepared 
forces — which included Jewish volunteers from 
other countries — to conquer cities from the 
Romans. He eventually conquered Yerushalayim, 
declared it a Tree city’, and coins were minted for 
the new Jewish Tree state’. R.Akiva (see 
3880\120) then indicated that “Bar Kochba’ 
appeared to be the Mashiach (Messiah) [TaLYeu.72a, Rashi 

San. 93b, B.K.97b, Rashi Yer.Mas.Shen.l.l(4a), Yer.Tan. 4.5(24a)/ 

MidRab.Eych2.4/Dor.Har.4.580, 589-93, 6003, 6134, 620-1, 6268, 632(85)]. 


--- 3893 133 --- 

Betarfell and “ Bah Kochba's " revolt 
ended in tragedy. 

‘Bar Kochba’ (Bar Kuziba) ruled in Yerushalayim 
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for over two years, and the Romans had to send 
troop reinforcements to recapture Eretz 
Yisrael. They did not engage in open battle with 
the apparently more powerful army of ‘Bar 
Kochba’, but began staging sporadic attacks on 
outlying posts and towns [Tal.San.93b, 97b/Rashi 
Yeu. 72a/Dor.Har.4.585, 590-4, 601, 613-4]. 


R.Yishmael and R. Shimon ben HaSgan were 
captured and killed, in the outlying areas. They 
were the first two of the Asara Harugei Malchut (Ten 
Martyrs) [see Appendbc c], and upon hearing of their death, 
R.Akiva realized that Bar Kochba’ was not the 
Mashiach (Messiah) (see 3387\127). The Romans 
continued their partial conquests, capturing many 
fortresses and towns (Hadrian himself came to 
supervise the conquest) until they had retaken 
much of Eretz Yisrael. They then captured 
Yerushalayim, and Bar Kochba’ and his forces 
withdrew to Betar (a fortress near Yerushalayim). 
The Romans laid siege to Betar, but the battle 
continued for over three years amid death and 


starvation. Bar Kochba’ 
together with vast nur 
Many more died of starve 


.ed in the battle, 
Jews (580,000). 
I many more were 


killed when Betar fell, on tne ytn Av (Tisha B’Av). 
The Romans then attacked and destroyed many 
cities, killin g indiscriminately. Jews were forbidden 
to bury their dead (see 3908\ 148) and many were 
captured and sold as slaves [TaL Tan.26b, Git.57a, 
Av.Dr.Nat.38.3 (and Smach. 8(47a) per Dor.Har. 3.177-181), Yer.Tan.4.5/ 
Mid.Rab.Eych.2.4/ Tos.Y.T.Ckal4.10/Mmn.HiLTan.5.3/Dor.Har.4. 590- 


4, 596, 598, 602-3, 613-4, 616- 8, 634-41, 710]. 


The Jews were expelled from Yerushalayim 
(see 4374\614), and the Romans also began 
to discriminate against the Jewish Christian 
sects (see 3835\75), which contributed to 
their decline [Dor.Har.4.664-5]. 


see also 3836\76.) R.Akiva was killed, as was 
R.Yishmael (see 3893 \ 133), who composed the 
Mechilta (a form of commentary on the Chumash (Bible)). 
Other Tanna’im were killed, some of them later 
became known as the Asara Harugei Malchut (Ten 
Martyrs) [See Appendix cj. The massacres (see 
3893 \ 133) continued (under Tinius Rufus II) 
until the total destruction of Yehuda (Judea). The 
country lay waste and all hope was lost. Jewish 
life in Eretz Yisrael did not recover for nearly 
2,000 years [Tal.Ber.61b, Pes. 112a, Yeu.108b, San.l2a, 14a, 
A.Z.18a, Smach.8(47b), Yer.Pea.7.1(31b), Yer.Chag.2. l(9b), 

Yer.Sot. 5.5(25a), Yeu. 12.5(68b)/Tur B.Y.O.C.580/Dor.Har.3.76- 
78; 4.628, 635-46, 658, 660-2, 664, 670-2, 679, 710, 793; 

5.283], 

The great Tanna’im ofYavneh (see 3867\ 107) had 
all died or been killed, and many of the younger 
Tanna’im (disciples of R.Akiva) fled from Eretz 
Yisrael [see Appendix c, note 2 ], and settled in Bavel 
(Babylonia), where R.Yehuda ben Beteira was (in 

Netzivin) [Tal.Ber.63b, San.l4a, Sot.25a, Yer.San.8.6(42b- 
43a), Chag. 3.1(15a-b), Yeu.62b, 108b/ Sif.Deu.80(Re.28)/ 

Dor.Har.4.635, 672-83, 691, 696(20), 710], 


--- 3903 » 143 --- 

Hadrian had died, and when some Jews of Eretz 
Yisrael emerged from their hiding to return to 
normal life, some Romans interpreted this as a 
new uprising, and the Jews were massacred 
once again. Some time later the Tanna’im began 
to return from Bavel (Babylonia) (see 3894\134), 
and they met in small gatherings, without re¬ 
establishing the formal Sanhedrin-Academy (see 
3883\123) [Tal.Yer.Chag. 3.1 (15a)/ 

Mid.Rab.Sh.Hsh.2.Sam.3(15a)/ Dor.Har.4.704-10, 712-13], 


--- 3894 134 --- 

Judaism was banned, anti 

R.Akiva was imprisoned. 

The Romans forbade all Jewish religious 
practices in a decree of Shmad, and the very 
elderly R.Akiva was imprisoned on the 5th 
Tishrei. He remained imprisoned for an 
extended time, and his close disciple, 
R.Yochanan HaSandlar (a descendant of king 
David) asked him questions through the cell 
window. A short while later, tortures and death 
were instituted as punishments for keeping the 
religion; many Jews were discovered keeping 
these practices in hiding. (The Romans were 
receiving information from Jewish informers, 


--- 3908 I48 -**- 

The Romans, confident that the Jews were no 
longer a threat, began a program of public 
construction, and normalization of commercial 
life in Eretz Yisrael. The Tanna’im had cautiously 
called sessions of the Sanhedrin-Academy (in 
Usha) in the Galil (see 3903\143), in order to 
reconstruct the process of clarification of the 
Torah laws that had previously been 
commenced in Yavneh (see 3834\74); and a 
group of Babylonian Tanna’im settled in Eretz 
Yisrael. They were headed by R.Natan, the son 
of the (Babylonian) Reish Galuta ( Ex/larch ), and 
(some say) the basic author of Avot D’Reb Natan 

[Tal.Shab.33b/ Tos.B.K.94b/Sed.Had.2.R.Natan/Dor.Har.4.717-8, 
722, 724, 727, 735, 768, 823-4, 829], 
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R. Shimon ben Yochai was sent to Rome to plead to 
the emperor (Antoninus Pius), and to have the bans 
on Jewish observances officially lifted. He had 
succeeded in his original mission, and permission 
was also granted, on the 15th Av, to bury all the 
dead (see 3893\ 133). The Tanna’m gathered 
(temporarily) in Yavneh and instituted another 
blessing in Birkat HaMazon (Grace After Meals) (see 
2928\-833), in Commemoration [TalBer.: 48b, Yer.Ber. 

7.1 (52a), Tan.31a,Me’il7a-b/Mid.Rab.Br.76.8/Dor.Har. 4.736, 73840, 7434], 


The Sanhedrin-Academy was subsequently 
established, with caution, in Shepharam (in the 
Galil, near Usha). R.Natan was the Av Bet Din, 
R.Meir was the Chacham (supreme scholar, see 
3834\74), and R.Shimon ben Gamliel II (who 
was appointed later) was the Nassi, (see 
3878\118), although (some say) he was not 
active, or in regular attendance, for security 
reasons — the Romans could have interpreted 
his (inherited) presidency, as a measure of self- 
rule and rebellion. The Academy continued the 


process of clarification 
the body of law into se 

[TaLR.H.31a-b, B.M.86a, Erav.ll 
Dor.Har. 4.744, 764-8, 770-3, 77i 


n, and organized 
ailed Masechtot) 

Kel.30.4/Igg.R. Sher. G./ 
.81, 89-90, 105J. 


--- 3909 149 --- 

R.Yehuda (Bar Ila’i) had praised the Romans (in 
private) for their renewal of commercial life in Eretz 
Yisrael (see 3908\ 148), and R. Shimon (Bar Yochai) 
had countered that they had only done so out of self 
interest. Word of this private discussion reached the 
Roman authorities, who declared that R.Yehuda 
should be honored with leadership, R. Shimon 
killed, and R.Yossi (ben Chalafta) (author of Seder 
Olam), who had been present at the conversation, 
but made no comment, should be placed under 
“house arrest” in Tzippori (Sepphoris) [TaLShab.33bj. 

This presented the Jews with an opportunity to 
make an officially sanctioned public appointment 
of leadership (see 3908\ 148). Thus R.Yehuda was 
appointed to the position of Rosh HaMedabrim 
("chairman") of the Sanhedrin-Academy. R.Meir — 
also called R.Nehorai, considered the outstanding 
scholar (see 3908 \ 148) — had lost popularity 
with the people, (some say) because he retained a 
respectful relationship with Elisha (ben Avuya) — 
also called Acher — his former mentor, who had 
become an informer (see 3894M34). R. Shimon (Bar 
Yochai) escaped and hid in a cave — for 13 years 
— with his son, R.Elazar (who wrote many piyutim 
under the name of R.Elazar HaKalir [Tos.chag.i3a/ 

Hag.Mmn. HLTef.6.3/RoshBer.5:2l]\. [Tal.Shab.33b, Rash] Enaj. 13a, 

ChiA142a, Yer.Shu. 9.1(25abl YerMK3. l(10b), Yer. Chag. 2.1 (9b)/ Mid. Rab. 


Br.79.6/ Tashbatz. 1.33/Dor.Har. 4.640-1, 769-73, 775-80, 791-5], 

Berurya, the learned daughter of R.Chanina 
ben Tradyon [see Appendix c], was the wife of 
R.Meir [Tal.Pes.62b, Toseph.Kel.(B.K.)4.9, Kel.(B.M.)1.3]. 

--- 3925 ^ 165 --- 

The leaders of the Sanhedrin-Academy 
(R.Shimon ben Gamliel II, R.Natan, R.Meir, and 
R.Yehuda, see 3908\148, 3909\149) had all 
died; the Romans — who were fighting 
defensive battles against the Parthians (the rulers 
of Persia, which included Babylonia) — brought their 
legions through Eretz Yisrael, and once again 
began to suppress Jewish life. The Jews 
appealed, the oppressions were lifted, and 
(some say) R.Yehuda ben R.Shimon (ben 
Gamliel II) met the new emperor (Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus), who agreed to the full and formal 
restoration of the Sanhedrin-Academy, with an 
official active Nassi (see 3908\148). R.Yehuda 
thus succeeded his father, and became known 
as R.Yehuda HaNassi — the first officially active 
Nassi since the decrees of Hadrian (see 
3883 \ 123). He maintained a friendship with 
the benevolent and intellectual emperor [Taisot. 

49b/Igg.RSher.Gaon/ RashiB.M.33b/Dor.Har. 4.809-17, 818-9]. 

R.Yehuda HaNassi — who was also called Rebbi — 
continued the clarification of Torah laws (see 
3908\ 148), most of which had already been 
clarified and organized by his father and R.Natan 
[see Ta.isuk.i9b, Rashij. He consolidated the various 
opinions into one body of law, the Mishna, which — 
when edited in its specific succinct slyle of syntax 
— became established as the final word of Jewish 

law [TaLB.M.86a, KeL30.4, Tlf.Yis.Bo./ IggRSher.G./ Tos.B.K.94b/ 
Dor.Har. 4.817-824, 829, 858-9, 866, 870, 873, 877; 5.79, 8990, 105], 

Although the Jews of Eretz Yisrael were suffering 
continuous persecutions from the Romans, 
many scholars came from Bavel (Babylonia), and 
strengthened the Jewish community and the 
Sanhedrin-Academy there (and even established 
their own synagogue (s) in Eretz Yisrael, see 
4098\338) [Tal.Git.55b, 58b-59a, Suk.20a, Ket.l03b, Chul86a, 
Yer.Ber.5.1(37b)/Dor.Har. 5.282-5, 289-91, 403]. 

—-— 3949 ^ 189 —-— 

R.Yehuda HaNassi completed the Mishna 
at around this time. 

R.Yehuda HaNassi died around 3949 — some 
say he died around 3979 [This is generally due to 
calculations based on the assumption that Rav “ settled" — 
rather than " visited" — in Bavel (Babylonia), during the 
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lifetime ofR.Yehuda HaNassi (see 3979X219). An associated 
error crept into Igg.R.Sher.G., which says he settled in Bavel 
during the life ofR.Yehuda HaNassi instead ofduringthe life of 
R.Yehuda Nessia [Dor.Har.5.2i5].] He had completed the 
final editing of the Mishna before he died (See 
Illustrations, Text C, D, E, F, #1) [Sef.Hakq. Tzem.Dau. 3975/ 
Dor.Har.4.687; 5.1-3, 32-33, 307-8]. 

He was succeeded by his son, R.Gamliel III, as the 
Nassi of the Sanhedrin-Academy. He died after a 
short while, and was in turn succeeded by his 
son, R.Yehuda Nessia I after a short while [raiKet i03h/ 

Dor.Har.5.20-1]. 

Many of the colleagues and major disciples of 
R.Yehuda HaNassi — some of whom were still 


considered Tanna’im — continued the process of 
clarification of the law, in the Sanhedrin- 
Academy, by teaching (orally) the total body of 
the Mishna law and explaining the exact 
meanings of sections of the Mishna. Many 
explanations and clarifications were recorded 
in the form of Beraitot (primarily by R.Chiya, 
R.Oshiya, Bar Kappara), Sifra and Sifri (by Rav); 
and additional material was recorded in the 
Tosephta [Tal.ErLiv.92a, Rashi, Nid.62b, Tos., Git.76b, Rashi, 

A. Z.35b, Rashi, 36a Tos.(Asher), 37a, Mak.21b, Rashi, Chull41a-b, 
Rashi, Yer.Shab.l.2(6a)/Igg.R.Sher.G./Rashi Eruv.l9a (ben Zakkai), 
Betz 29a (Tanna DeBey Shmuel), B.M.48a (UBadka Levi)/Rashbam 

B. B.52b-end/Tos.B.K. 94b/ Dor.Har.5.19-20, 34-36, 40-46, 48-9, 53, 55- 
57, 60, 77-79, 114, 126-136, 145-6, 153, 181, 253, 256]. 
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Chapter 10 

The Talmudic Era — The Gemara 

Jewish Secular 

Year Year 


3979 Rav Left Eretz Yisrael and settled in Bavel (Babylonia). 219 


4007 


Shmuel was the Talmudic authority in Bavel. 

247 

4014 


R.Yochanan was the leading Talmudic authority. 

254 

4050 

r 

LHuna was the leading Talmudic authority. 

290 

4058 


Yehuda was the leading Talmudic authority. 

298 

4060 

XV 

.Chisda was the leading Talmudic authority. 

300 

4069 


Rabbah was the leading Talmudic authority. 

309 

4081 


R.Yosef was the leading Talmudic authority. 

321 

4085 


Abayey was the leading Talmudic authority. 

325 

4098 



Rava was the leading Talmudic authority. 

338 

4119 

Hillel II (who established the calendar) became Nassi. 

359 

4152 


R.Ashi was the leading Talmudic authority. 

392 

4187 


R.Ashi died after the compilation of the Gemara. 

427 

4235 

The Talmud Was Complete, When Ravina II Died. 

475 
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RIVERS OF BABYLON, 
CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA (JUDEA) 



Chapter 10 


The Talmudic Era — The Gemara 


- -TS£- - 

The tenth Chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish history 
focuses on the growth of the Talmud, as the 
Gemara explains, interprets, and extends the 
words of the Mishna. 

The Chapter ends when the Gemara was 
concluded. 



13 
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—-— 3979 " 219 —-— 

Rav Left Eretz Yisrael and settled in Ravel. 

The attacks and persecutions on the Jews of Eretz 
Yisrael (see 3925\165) intensified at this time, 
and it was dangerous for Jews to be in certain 
areas [TalGit.l6b-17a, Shab. 145b-end, Yer.Dma.6.1(25a),A.Z.2.8(16a)/ 
Dor. Har.5.284-8]. 

Rav (Abba Aricha, “the tall Abba"), was an elderly 
disciple of R. Yehuda HaNassi who had — on pre¬ 
vious occasions — returned to Bavel (Babylonia, Per¬ 
sia), his country of origin / Tal.Git.59a, Yer.Sot.9.2(41a)/ 
Dor.Har.5.2i3-5, 223 ,403]. In 3979 he returned once again, 
and settled in Neharde’a — the major center of 
the Jews in Bavel — where R.Shila was head of 
the Babylonian scholars (since the death of 
R.Yehuda HaNassi) fRashi ChuL 137b/Igg.RSher.G per Dor.Har.5 
212-5/Tzem.Dav./Sed.HacL/Dor.Har.4.701; 5.165,167-8,182-4,403, 411] 


3986 ^ 226 


Bavel (Babylonia) was pa 

ruled by the (centurie 



Persian Empire 
arthian govern¬ 


ment, which was overtnrown — and replaced 
by the Sassanids — at this time. They allowed 
the rulers of the local provinces (satrapies) to con¬ 
tinue (see 4311\551), under the central rule of 
a supreme king, but the introduction of their 
religion caused conflict with the local Jewish 
population in Bavel (see 4229\469, 4234\474) 

[Ted. Git 16b-l 7a/Dor.Har.5.64, 409, 450; 6.101]. 


-=**- 3990 ** 230 -**- 

R.Yehuda Nessia I had died, and his son 
R.Gamliel IV did not succeed in maintaining the 
Sanhedrin-Academy in the greatness anticipated 
of the dynastic leadership of descendants of Hillel. 
R.Gamliel IV did not live long, and he was succeeded 
by his young son, R.Yehuda Nessia II. For centu¬ 
ries, the Sanhedrin-Academy had asserted a lead¬ 
ership role among the Jews of Eretz Yisrael, as 
well as the Jews of Bavel (Babylonia, Persia), through 
the direct contact it maintained with the political 
leader of Babylonian Jewry, the Reish Galuta (Ex- 
ilarch). With decline of the leadership of the Nassi, 
a number of scholars of the Mishna established 
their own metivta (Yeshiva) (see 3995\335) and con¬ 
tinued their teaching and studies in different lo¬ 
cations, which further eroded the centrality of the 
role of the Nassi and the Sanhedrin-Academy. 
Eventually the Nassi in Eretz Yisrael retained a 
similar status — amongst Jews — to that of the 
Reish Galuta in Bavel which was not essentially a 


role of scholarship, but of political 
leadership, (and the various incum 
bents were only mentioned in the 
Talmud by name, if they were also 
scholars in their own right). The 
Reish Galuta — (invariably) a de¬ 
scendant from the House of King David — was a 
(political) leader formally recognized by the Babylo¬ 
nian government, who even wore the golden sash 
(Kamara) of official (Persian) office / Ta.LSan.5a, Rashi, lib, Hor. 13b- 
end, Rashi Yer.Meg. 1.5(7b), Pn.Mosh., Chal.4.4(25b-end)/ 
Mmn.Hil.San.4.12/Dor.Har.5. 23-4, 28-9, 34-39, 48, 210-12, 222-3, 
228, 251, 253-254, 258, 332-5, 346-7, 406] 

When R.Shila had died (see 3979\219), Rav left 
Neharde’a, leaving the succession there in favor 
of Shmuel — his colleague’s son — and he settled 
in Sura, where (in the absence of any major schol¬ 
arship there) he established a metivta (Yeshiva), be¬ 
gan teaching the Mishna there, and eventually 
rejuvenated Jewish life in the whole vicinity. 
Shmuel (later) established a formal metivta in 
Neharde’a pgg.RSher.G/Dor.Har. 5.35 210 - 12 , 222 - 5 , 403 ,407]. 
Those scholars who were teaching the Mishna 
were called Amora’im. There were many living 
in various generations who had the same names 
(see 4112\352, 4191\431), although this chro¬ 
nological identification is not indicated when 
they are quoted or mentioned in the Talmud 

[SedHad2/Dor.Har.5.210,228,283, 582, 588; 6.12, 89-91] 



—-— 3995 235 —-— 

R.Yochanan established a metivta in Teveiya (the 
old city of Tiberius, which was in a different location 
to the “new’ Tiberius) [TalYer.Meg.l.l(2b)/Dor.Har.5.72]. 

A few years later, after R.Oshiya — who had es¬ 
tablished a metivta in Kessarin (Caesaria) — had died, 
the metivta of his disciple R.Yochanan became the 
central focal point of Talmud study in Eretz Yis¬ 
rael (see 4007\247, 4050\290), and eventually 
even for Bavel (Babylonia, Persia) (see 4014\254) 

[Tal.Eruv.53a, B.K.l 17a/Tzem.Dav. / Sed.Had./Dor.Har.5. 212, 253- 
5, 257-8, 298, 309-10, 329]. 

The metivta (Yeshiva) acquired a special form. The schol¬ 
ars and the disciples of the Metivta would gather two 
times in the year — in the month of Elul, and the 
month of Adar, which were called Yarchei Kalla — 
each scholar identifying with his Metivta. (Other 
Yeshivot existed, but they were not central focal points 
as were the “official” metivtot.) There was a specific 
protocol of titles and seating (in rows) in the official 
Metivta to facilitate the range of calibre. This was a 
continuation of the original system of the Sanhe¬ 
drin — which had originated with the seventy el¬ 
ders accompanying Moshe — and which (after the 
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destruction of the second Beit Hamikdash) had 
evolved into the Sanhedrin-Academy (see 
3829\69 3990\230). In the metivtot of Bavel (Baby¬ 
lonia, Persia), the Reish Galuta (Exilarch) took part in 
some of the ceremonial proceedings (even 
though his position was essentially political, see 
3990\ 230) [Tal.B.K117a, Rashi, Meg.28b, Chul.l37b/Mmn. 
HLSan.1.3,7, 4.1/Dor.Har.6. 156(2), 159, 192-3, 216-9, 221-3, 267-8). 


-®- 4020 « 260 -®- 

Twelve thousand Jews were killed — in one 
of the Persian empire possessions — when 
Shabur I (king of Bavel) suppressed a revolt 
in which they had participated praiM.K. 26 a, Rashi). 

-—- 4046 ^ 286 -=**- 


4007 ^ 247 


Slunuel was the Talmudic authority in Bavel. 


Rav — who lived to veiy old age — had died by this 
time, and no one was appointed to succeed him as 
the Rosh Metivta of Sura (see 3990\230). Shmuel 
— the Rosh Metivta in Neharde’a (see 3990\230) — 
became the leading Talmudic authority in Bavel 
(Babylonia, Persia), while R.Yochanan was the leading 
authority in Eretz Yisrael (see 3995\235), where 
once again, there were many persecutions of the 


Jews [Tcd.Chul.95b/Igg.R.Sher.G,/Sg<i.Ha<i2/Dor.Har.5.222(24), 272, 
315-7, 403, 408-11, 416, 481). 


4014 



-,j4 


R.Yochanan was the leading Talmudic authority. 

When Shmuel had died in Neharde’a (see 
4007\247), no one was appointed to succeed 
him (see 4018\258, 4019\259, 4058\298) for 
a few years, and at this stage (the elderly) 
R.Yochanan (in Eretz Yisrael) was the senior 
Talmudic authority (see 3995\235, 4050\290) 

Pgg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har.5.222(24), 408, 410-11). 


-**- 4018 258 --- 

R.Huna had become Rosh Metivta of Sura (see 
4007\247) and the central Talmudic authority 
passed from Neharde’a to Sura (see 4014\254, 
4019\259, 4050\290) [Dor.Har. 5 . 411 - 2 , 416 - 7 , 48ij. 


-^- 4019 259 -=**- 

The Jewish community in Neharde’a was de¬ 
stroyed (see 3979\219, 4014\254) by the in¬ 
vading cavaliy and archers of Pappa bar Nazer, 
a (corrupt) militaiy commander from Tadmor 
(Palmyra, N.Syria), when he invaded cities in Bavel 
(Babylonia, Persia) — in support of Rome — during a 
war between the Persians and the Romans 
(Tal.Ket.51b, Rashi/Igg.RSher.G. /Dor.Har.4.702-3; 5.250, 411, 413-4). 
R.Yehuda (bar Yechezk’el) established a Me¬ 
tivta (see 3995\235) in Pumpedita (Bavel) at around 
this time (see 4798\1038) (Dor.Har.5.417 /. 


The Roman emperor Diocletian divided the 
Roman Empire into two separate empires 
(east and west), and he took control of 
the eastern part which included Eretz 
Yisrael. He was in Eretz Yisrael when he 
declared that all wines were to be made 
sacramental except for Jewish wine. The 
Kuthim (Samaritans) did not choose to clas¬ 
sify themselves as Jews, and consequently 
they were further removed (see 3426V335) 
from being accepted as Jews in Halacha 

(Tal Yer.A.Z.5.4(33b-end)/Dor.Har.5.340(46), 341, 344). 
r - 4050 » 290 -=** - 

R.Huna was the leading Talmudic authority. 

R.Yochanan died at around this time — at the ap¬ 
proximate age of 110 years — a few years after 
R. Shimon ben Lakish (Reish Lakish) his brother- 
in-law, who had shared some of the leadership of 
his Metivta. His Metivta had been the central place 
of Talmud study in Eretz Yisrael (see 3995\235). 
All the explanations of the Mishna that he taught 
were from what he had heard directly from 
R.Yehuda HaNassi — when he was a young or¬ 
phan boy — and then from his disciples. All this 
became the basis of the Talmud Yerushalmi 
(sometimes called the Talmud of Eretz Yisrael, 
see 4111\351) (TaLYom.82b, Kid.31b, B.K117a, Rashi ChuL137b/ 
DorHar. 5 . 299 ,302-3, 306 - 11 ,32iG). Some of the Amora’im quoted 
in Talmud Yerushalmi were of a later period — 
there are instances where R.Yochanan is directly 
quoted in Bavli [ Tai.Ber.4b ] and quoted (on the same 
point) in the name of a disciple in Yerushalmi 
[Tai.Yeru.Ber.30b] — which confirms the opinions that 
the Yerushalmi was still developing after 
R.Yochanan (see 4111 \351). 

R.Ami succeeded R.Yochanan, yet the central fo¬ 
cal point of Talmud study moved to Bavel (Babylonia, 
Persia), to R.Huna (see 4018\258) — who was the 
recognized leader of all scholars — and later to 
R.Yehuda (bar Yechezk’el) (see 4058\298) [Tai.Git.59h, 

Kid.70a, Yer.Chag.l.8(7a)/Dor.Har.5.332, 348, 417, 421). 

The Amora’im of Bavel and Eretz Yisrael were al¬ 
ways in close contact and consultation (see 4058 \ 
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298) [TalChid.95b/Dor.Har.5.358, 467-70, 472]. 

--- 4058 298 -**- 

R.Yehuda was the leading Talmudic authority. 

R.Huna had died in Bavel and was buried in Eretz 
Yisrael. Although he was succeeded by R.Chisda 
as Rosh Metivta of Sura, and the “Metivta of 
Neharde’a” (see 4019\259) had been re-estab¬ 
lished in Mechuza by R.Nachman I; the Talmudic 
authority passed over to R.Yehuda (bar 
Yechezk’el) in Pumpedita (see 4018\258, 
4019\259) lTal.Kid.70a, Rashi, M.K.25a, Rashi/Igg.R.Sher.G./ 
Dor.Har.5.222, 269, 416(90), 417-9, 421, 481], 


lished his capital in the Greek city of Byzantium — 
re-named Constantinople (then later Istanbul) — gave for¬ 
mal recognition to Christianity. He later had churches 
built on their (Christian) holy places in Eretz Yisrael. 

-=**- 4081 321 --- 

R.Yosef was the leading Talmudic authority. 

Rabbah (bar Nachmani) died in seclusion — he had 
been slandered to the government, and was being 
sought. He was succeeded by his (blind) colleague 
R.Yosef (see 4060\300) as Rosh Metivta of Pumpedita, 
and as the central Talmudic authority [TaLBM.86a, Hor.i4a 
Eruu.54a, Rashi/Igg.RSher.G. /Dor.Har.5.306, 432-4, 437-8, 440-1, 447, 454-5]. 


4060 300 


4085 » 325 


R.Chisda was the leading Talmudic authority. 


R.Yehuda (bar Yechezk’el) had died and Rabbah 
(bar Nachmani) (reluctantly) succeeded him as 
Rosh Metivta of Pumpei 


R.Yosef stepping aside 
die authority in Bavel ( 



ith his colleague 
Le central Talmu- 
fersia) passed over 


to R.Chisda in Sura (see 4058\298) [TaLHor.i4a,KeL42b,/ 


Igg.RSher.G./Sed.Had./Dor.Har.5.222, 347-8, 421, 432-4, 481]. 

R.Yehuda Nessia II died — after R.Yehuda bar 
Yechezk’el in Bavel — and he was succeeded 
by his son R.Gamliel V as Nassi in Eretz Yisrael 
(see 3990\230) [TaLM.K. 17a/Dor.Har.5.347-8]. 

The elderly R.Ami — who had yet been a disciple 
of R.Oshiya — was the last of the famous Roshei 
Metivta in Eretz Yisrael (see 4050\290). He had to 
relocate the Metivta from Teveiya (Tiberius) to Kes- 
sarin (Caesaria) (see 3995\235) because of Roman 
persecutions. He was (later) consulted by schol¬ 
ars of Bavel on difficult questions. R.Avahu was 
the senior scholar in Kessarin (Caesaria) after R.Ami 

died [. TaLGL63b, Chul86b/SedHad/Dor.Har.5.315-7,349-52,3556,373(62)]. 


-**- 4069 309 —-— 

Rabbah was the leading Talmudic authority. 

R.Chisda died and no one succeeded him as 
the Rosh Metivta of Sura. The central Talmudic 
authority passed to Rabbah in Pumpedita 

[Dor.Har.5.222,434,481]. 

R.Gamliel V had died (previously) and was 
succeeded as Nassi by his son R.Yehuda Nes¬ 
sia III [TaLM.K.22b-end /Dor.Har.5.347-8, 393-4]. 


4073 W 313 


The Roman emperor Constantine I, who estab- 


Abayey was the leading Talmudic authority. 

The persecutions increased in Eretz Yisrael (see 
4073\313) and many of the Amora’im had fled to Bavel 
(Babylonia, Fbrsi'a) from where many of them had originally 
come (see 3925M65) por.Har.5. 356, 390-1, 435, 455, 467-9, 4734]. 
R.Yosef had died in 4083 and some two years 
later — from among four candidates, two of 
whom were from Eretz Yisrael — Abayey was 
selected to succeed him [TaLHor.l4a /Igg.RSher.G./Dor. 
Har.5.432-3, 437-8, 440-1, 447, 461, 473-74]. 

The Christian council of Nicaea (N.W. Turkey), called 
by Constantine I (see 4073\313), passed measures 
to distance Christianity from Judaism, and to limit 
the rights of Jews in the Roman empire. They con¬ 
sidered disengaging the date of Easter from the 
Jewish date of Pesach (Passover) — which was depen¬ 
dent on the monthly decision of the Jewish Beit 
Din as to when the new moon would inaugurate 
the month, see 4121\361. The council also dis¬ 
cussed transferring the Sabbath from Saturday 
to Sunday. Some twenty years earlier, a coun¬ 
cil in Elvira (Spain) had forbidden Christians from 
keeping the Jewish Shabbat, eating with Jews, 
or marrying them. 

--- 4098 338 --- 

Rava was the leading Talmudic authority. 

Abayey had died by this time and Rava succeeded 
him as Rosh Metivta of Pumpedita. He moved the 
Metivta — and the central Talmudic authority — to 
Mechuza (see 4058\298) (where he had always 

lived) [Igg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har.5.367, 437-8, 441, 494-6], A num¬ 
ber of Roman Jews (see 4715\955) had settled in 
Mechuza, and established their own synagogue (see 
3925\ 165) [Tal.Meg.26b, Rashi/Dor.Har.5.496], 
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4111 w 351 


Gallus, the (corrupt) Roman ruler in the east (see 
4046\286), and his general (Ursicinus) waged a mili¬ 
tary campaign — distinct with the flavor of a reli¬ 
gious crusade (see 4073\313, 4085\325) — against 
the Jewish community in Eretz Yisrael, claiming to 
be suppressing a rebellion (which was in fact raging 
elsewhere, in the Western Roman Empire). The Ro¬ 
mans attacked and devastated cities, and also 
prohibited the Sanhedrin to maintain the sys¬ 
tem of establishing and aligning the Jewish cal¬ 
endar on a monthly basis (by means of the re¬ 
portage of a visual sighting of a new moon) (see 
4121\361) fToLSan. 12a,Rashi/YerMeg.3.1(24a), Yeu.l6.3(82b)/SedHad/ 


DorHar.5.286, 356, 366, 3736, 378; 6.124-6]. 


Most of the Amora’im of Eretz Yisrael fled to Bavel 
(Babylonia, Persia). The basics of the Talmud of Eretz 
Yisrael, which came to be called the Talmud 
Yerushalmi, thus remained in its rudimentary 
form, as it was being taught — and memorized 


— from the time of the 
this time (see 4050\29 

Hag.M.HU Shob.23.4/PnMosh Yer.Br.; 


.he Mishna until 
\392)). [RashiSot49b/ 

Jhodashhn’/Dor.Har.5.373, 


376,390-1,467,472, 526-9,535-6; 6}iuo, luo-io/j. 

The Talmud Yerushalmi is in Hebrew and West¬ 
ern Aramaic (Galilean-Syrian). The Talmud Bavli — 
in the Eastern Aramaic language — had also 
taken form by this stage (see 4152\392), based 
on the explanations of the Mishna that the early 
Amora’im had conveyed, and the further com¬ 
ments of later Amora’im — particularly through 
the clarification undertaken by Abayey and 
Rava ( Haviyot D‘Abayey VeRava) of the laws — in 
Pumpedita, then the place of central Talmudic 
authority (see 4069\309) [Tal.B.B.134a, Rashi, Suk.28a, 


Rashi/Rashi Kid. 13a (Linkutin.hu)/ Igg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.5.473, 480-4, 


489-90, 493-4, 500, 519, 551-62; 6.116-9, 123J. 

Some names of Amora’im appear differently in Tal¬ 
mud Bavli than they do in Talmud Yerushalmi. 
For example: R.Abba - R.Ba; R.Yossi - R.Assi; 
R.Yehuda - R.Yudan; R.Avun - R.Bun [Dor.Har. 5 . 459 , 


461-2.6.114]. 


-=**- 4112 w 352 -**- 

Rava died (see 4098\338), and although there 
was no central Talmudic authority for a while (see 
4131 \371), R.Nachman II (bar Yitzchak) suc¬ 
ceeded him as Rosh Metivta of Pumpedita. 
R.Pappa — and R.Huna Brei D.R.Yehoshua — 
opened a Metivta in the vicinity of Sura, in Naresh, 
and many Amora’im were also studying in 
Neharde’a (where Ameimar had a central role), 
and in Pum Nahara (where R.Kahana had a cen¬ 
tral role). [There were as many as six Amora'im at various times 


named RKahana (see 3990X230). ] [Sed.Had.2/Dor.Har.5.367, 373 , 

381, 481, 496-9, 505, 515-9, 228]. 


4119 359 


Hillel II (organiser of the continuous 
calendar) became Nassi. 

R.Yehuda Nessia III had died and 
was succeeded by his son Hillel II 
as Nassi of the Jewish remnants (see 
411 l\35l) in Eretz Yisrael. He recog¬ 
nized that continuity of the monthly 
Jewish calendar-fixing system was 
in serious jeopardy (see 4085\325, 
4111\351), so he (later) established the 
(continuous) Jewish calendar system (see 4121\ 

361 ) /Ramban Sefer HaZechul GL34b (Rif. 18a) /Dor.Har.5.348, 3938]. 



-=**- 4121 36I --- 

Julian (called the Apostate because he rejected 
Christianity, see 4073 \313) became the new 
emperor of Rome. In his letters to the Jews he 
encouraged the rebuilding of Beit Hamikdash. 
During the 20-month respite of Julian’s reign 
(see 4111\351, 4123\363), Hillel II, who was 
the Nassi in Eretz Yisrael, called a session of 
the Talmud scholars and established the con¬ 
tinuous calendar system that no longer re¬ 
quired the monthly moon sightings (see 
4119\359). This system is still in use today. 

[Mmn.Kid.Hach, 5.3/Ramban Sefer HaZechul Gil34b (Rif. 18a)/Dor.Har.5.24- 
5, 375-6, 348, 393-8]. 


-~- 4123 W 363 --- 

After the death of Emperor Julian (see 4I2I\36I) 
at battle — possibly from natural causes — the 
Christians attacked the Jews of Eretz Yisrael. 

--- 4131 - 371 --- 

R.Pappa died, and R.Ashi became Rosh Metivta 
in the vicinity of Sura (see 4112\352) at Mata 
Mechassiya. He developed wider recognition and 
achieved the emergence of a (reconstituted) cen¬ 
tral Talmudic authority (see 4112X352, 4152X392) jigg.R 

Sher.G. per Dor.Har. 5.497-8/Dor.Har.5.4939, 505, 507, 549, 5934, 599]. 


--- 4152 392 --- 

R.Ashi was the leading Talmudic authority. 

R.Ashi, together with his colleague / Eruv.63a / 
Ravina I — and all the senior Amora’im — under- 
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took the editing of the Talmud of Bavel; gather¬ 
ing all the organized statements on the Mishna 
of the earlier Amora’im (see 4111 \351); adding to 
them the clarifications of the later Amora’im — and 
comparing them with the earlier Talmud 
Yerushalmi of Eretz Yisrael (see 4111\351) 
[Hag..M.Hiishab..23.4]] deciding on issues that were still 
unresolved; and presenting it in a comprehen¬ 
sible logical style. This was called the Gemara 
(see 4187\427) [TaLB.M.86a/RifEruv.-end(onTal.Eruv.35b)/ 
Dor.Har.5.526, 535-6, 539, 549-50, 551-62, 573, 589, 591; 6.102-13, 116- 
9, 123, 127]. 

Two sections (Sedarim) of the Mishna were not 
organized with the Gemara statements of Amora’im 
(Seder Zera’im, Seder Taharot) — most of their con¬ 
cepts are explained elsewhere [RashiSuk.i4a(MishumHaM]]. 


tivta — now in nearby Sura (although some schol¬ 
ars and students remained in Mata Mechassiya, 
see 4131 \371) — and the Amora’im continued to 
add minor editorial material to the Gemara (see 
4236\476, 4320\560) [\gg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har. 5.309, 498,597- 
9, 600-2; 6.10, 19-20, 21-2, 64-5]. 

—— 4189 429 - 

R.Gamliel VI had died, and the Roman emperor 
(Theodosius II) prohibited further raising of funds 
for the office of Nassi — the office effectively 
ceased to exist. 

-=**- 4191 » 431 -^- 


4155 395 


The Jews left Corinth (Greece) after the invasion 
of the Visigoths (a people of the Germanic group called 
Barbarians, see 4215\455) w' from the vicinity 

of present-day Sweden 



4174 414 


The Jews were expelled from Alexandria by 
the Christian authorities. 


Mareimar died and was succeeded — as Rosh 
Metivta of Sura — by R.Iddi (bar Avin, who 
was the second Amora with exactly this name 

[Sed.Had.4192/Dor.Har.6.89-91] (see 3990\230)) [Igg.R.Sher.G./ 
Dor.Har.5.598, 601; 6.7, 89-91]. 


-**- 4211 W 45I -=**- 

R.Iddi (bar Avin) died and was succeeded by 
R.Nachman III (bar Huna) as Rosh Metivta of Sura 

[Igg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har.5.598, 601; 6.7, 89-91]. 


- 4178 418 —=**— 

Many Jews of Minorca (a Mediterranean island near 
Majorca) were killed, and the rest — 540 — were 
subjected to forced baptism. 

-**- 4l8l 421 **- 

Ravina I died (see 4I52\392) [SecLHad./ Dor.Har. 6 . 10 ,85]. 

- 4187 427 —-— 

R.Ashi died after the compilation of the Gemara. 

R.Ashi died after almost sixty years of leader¬ 
ship in Mata Mechassiya (near Sura), during which 
time he presided over the complete compila¬ 
tion of the Gemara — the Talmud Bavli — into 
a final form (see 4152 \392). 

Many of the Amora’im in his Metivta — the cen¬ 
tral Talmudic authority — also lived long lives, 
and those that were present at his deliberations 
were still called Amora’im, though some of them 
lived on for many years (see 4235\475). 
Mareimar succeeded R.Ashi as the Rosh Me- 


--- 4214 w 454 --- 

R.Nachman III (bar Huna) had died, and the 
elderly Mar (Tivyumi) bar Rav Ashi succeeded 
him as Rosh Metivta of Sura (at Mata Mechas¬ 
siya) (see 4187\427) [Tal.B.B. 12b /Igg.R.Sher.G./ 

Dor.Har.5.598; 6.7, 93]. 

--- 4215 W 455 --- 

The king (Yesdegerd II) prohibited the Jews of Bavel 
(Persia) from keeping the Shabbat — among other 
decrees. He was later killed by a snake [Igg.R.Sher.G. 

/Dor.Har.5.598; 6.89, 93]. 

The Vandals (a people of the Germanic group called 
Barbarians (see 4I55\395) who came from the vicinity of 
present-day Norway) sacked Rome, looted, and 
(some say) took utensils of the Beit Hamik- 
dash (see 3829\69, 5629\1869) to Africa, 
which they also conquered. This westward 
move of the Barbarians (see 4155\395) — 
which some say was caused by the advance of 
Attila the Hun and his hordes from the east — 
contributed to the fall of the Western Roman 
Empire, some twenty years later. 
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—=**— 4227 <** 466 —**— 

Mar (Tivyumi) bar Rav Ashi died on the 11th 
Tishrei (6/EMdfn Ifk) , and he was succeeded 

by Rabbah Tospha’a [Igg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har.5.598]. 

—^— 4229 469 — 


Ion (later called Baghdad, in BavelBabyloniaMia) , and many 
of the Jews — mostly children — were handed 
over to the priests (see 3986\226, 4229\469) 
Pgg.R.sher. g./D or.Har.6.8, 22 , ioo-3]. Some say these per¬ 
secutions led to Jewish emigrations from Bavel to 
other places — to Arabia, Egypt, North Africa and 
(southern) Europe — (see 4285\525, 4397\637). 


Three Jewish notables, R.Ameimar (bar Mar 
Yenuka), Huna (bar Mar Zutra) — the Reish Ga- 
luta (Sarch) — and R.Mesharshiya (bar Pekod), 
were all arrested in Bavel in Tevet, by orders of 
the king (Firuz “Reshi’a” — “the wicked” — who 
was the son of Yesdegerd, see 4215\455). 
R.Mesharshiya and Huna were killed on the 
18th Tevet, and R.Ameimar was killed in Adar 

[TaLChul.62b/Igg.R.SherG. /Dor.Har. 6.8, 73, 99-100]. 


4234 w 474 


Rabbah Tospha’a had < 
was succeeded as the 
Ravina II (R.Avina, nepl 



his time, and he 
dtivta of Sura by 
avina I) [TaLKetioob/ 


Igg.RSher.G./ Dor. Har.6.9, 13-14, 100-1]. 


All the synagogues were closed in the city of Baby- 


—-— 4235 475 —-— 

The Talmiul was complete when Ravina II died. 

Ravina II (R.Avina), the last of the Amora’im who 
had been part of R.Ashi’s deliberations (see 
4187\427), died on 13th Kislev very soon after 

Rabbah Tospha’a [TaLB.M.86a /Igg.RSher.G. per Dor.Har.6.7-9/ 
Sef.Hak.q.Sed.Had.4134 /Dor.Har.5.598, 602, 6.7-9, 15-7,19, 22-3, 98], 

The Talmud was complete at this stage (see Im 
ted ,T B /)□ (see 4187\427) and no further addi¬ 
tions were made, except for the minimal editing 
undertaken by the (Rabbanan) Savurai (see 
4236\476) Pgg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har.6.17, 19,21-23]. 

The Talmud was henceforth not to be disputed, but 
logical deductions could be made from it — to cover 
new situations as they arise pvimn.Hakd.LYad]. 







« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View I TOC Index 


Chapter 11 


2 


The Talmudic Academies of Bavel 


Section III 


IS Sssm 










« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View I TOC Index 


Jewish 

Year 

4311 


4349 

4369 
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4396 

4397 
4405 
4515 
4519 
4519 
4548 
4618 
4688 
4715 
4728 

4757 

4798 


Chapter 11 

The Talmudic Academies ofBavel 

Chapter 11a — The Rabbanan SAVURAI 


Secular 

Year 



Mar Zutra proclaimed Jewish self-rule in Babylonia. 

551 

Chaptei 

r lib — The Ge'ONIM, and Arabic Dominion 




The Metivta of Pumpedita was reconstituted. 

589 



The Metivta of Sura was reconstituted. 

609 



The Persians conquered Eretz Yisrael. 

614 

JEV 

\z\ 

e Allowed to Return to Yeruseealayim. 

614 

r 


ntine (E.Roman) Empire reconquered Eretz Yisrael. 

629 


R.Yitzchak was the last Gaon of Neharde'a (Firuz-Shabur). 

636 



The Arabs conquered Eretz Yisrael. 

637 

One of the "Takkanot HaGe'onim" was enacted at this time. 

645 


R.Acha(i) Gaon left Bavel (Iraq) for Eretz Yisrael. 

755 



R.Yehudai became Gaon of Sura. 

759 


The Halaehot Gedolot (BaHaG) was written at this time. 

759 

Another of "Takkanot HaGe'onim" was enacted at this time. 

788 

R.Amram (who wrote the Siddur) became Gaon of Sura. 

858 



Rbnu.Saadya was appointed Gaon of Sura. 

928 


"Four Captives" were ransomed at around this time. 

955 



R.Sherira became Gaon of Pumpedita. 

968 


R.Hai became (the last) Gaon of Pumpedita. 

997 


R.Hai G\on Died, and the Academies of Bavel Declined. 1038 
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Section III 

RIVERS OF BABYLON 
CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA (JUDEA) 


Chapter 11 


Talmudic Academies of Bavel 


The eleventh Chapter in 
Jewish history covers the 
period of time where the 
scholars of Bavel (Babylonia, Persia) 
were the focal point of the Jewish people. 

This era is viewed in two parts: 

I) the Rabbanan savurai, whose status merged almost seamlessly with 
the last of the amora'im in the Gemara; 

2) the ge’onim who maintained the structure and activity of the 
amora'im and Rabbanan savurai 
— yet considered themselves remote disciples of those past, 
and thus focused mainly on verbatim review of the Talmud. 

It is however, a concealed period remembered primarily for the 
takkanot (regulations) enacted by the ge'onim ("see chart). 


This chapter concludes when 
this influential role of 
Bavel suffered a sharp decline. 
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Chapter 11a 

The Rahhanan Savurai 


4236 476 


4285 w 525 


R. Yosef was the rosh metivta of Pumpedita at this 
time. He and his colleagues were called the (Rab- 
banan) savurai (the generation of Talmud schol¬ 
ars immediately following the Amora’im). They 
added very minor editorial (and Halacha) clarifi¬ 
cations to the Gemara (see 4187\427, 4320\560) 
where necessary. (Some say that the word 
‘Vehilcheta” precedes the opinion of the savurai 
[Rishonimj and others say the word “Vehaidna” serves 
the same purpose / Kosher, Sod Hcdbbur, Tor.Shl 13.pl61aj. 
Some say that the Hagaddah of Pesach was fi¬ 
nalized at this time [Hagaddah Shleimap 26—28]. 

This first generation of (Rabbanan) savurai in¬ 
cluded R.Rechumai, R.Tachana, a Mar Zutra, 
and two by the name of R.Achai (one of whom 
is mentioned in the Ta J.i 02 b, see Tos. — where 

lave been added later/ 
see 4300\540}) 


the words “She’assa She’iltot” 

Dor.Har.6.56 — 9] as Were C 
Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.3, 6, 13, 


n =Sr28, 56—9]. 

Some say that it was this first generation of 
(Rabbanan) savurai who actually recorded the 
Talmud in writing / Dor.Har.6.25—6 /. 


-=**- 4246 486 —-— 

The persecutions of the Jews of Bavel (see 
4229\469, 4234\474) had lost their intensity 
when Firuz died. A new form of persecution 
arose under his successor, who endorsed a re¬ 
ligious cult that all Babylonians were required 
to follow [Dor.Har.6.8, 61—3]. 


-**- 4280 520 —-— 

R.Yosef had died by this time, and R.Simuna 
succeeded him as rosh metivta of Pumpedita. 
R.Eyna became rosh metivta of Sura for a while 
(there having been no successor since the death 
of Ravina 11 and the persecutions of Firuz) (see 
4300\540) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.24—7, 30—3, 34, 61, 158]. 
Huna (bar Kahana) — the reish galuta (Exilarch) 
— and many of his family, had died shortly af¬ 
ter he had a political disagreement with his fa- 
ther-in-law R.Chinena (Exilarch) — one of the 
leading Talmud scholars. Huna had punished 
the older scholar in a cruel demeaning way. 
Huna was survived by a posthumous son, who 
was (later) named Mar Zutra (I) (see 4298\538) 

[Sed.Ol.Zutq. Dor.Har.6.38 — 46/ Dor.Har.6.38 — 46]. 


Yussuf — convert to Judaism — was king of 
the Hymarites, a nation in South Arabia (Yemen) 
which included many Jews (see 4234\474) and 
many more who had converted to Judaism. He 
was killed in battle when his country was con¬ 
quered by the Ethiopians. 

--- 4295 535 -_- 

Justinian I, emperor of the Byzantine (E.Roman) 
Empire, ordered the closing of all synagogues 

— among other repressive decrees — and al¬ 
though this was not fully carried out, there were 
forced conversions to Christianity. 

At this stage (according to some) there was a 
decree against reciting the shma, consequently 

— as a ‘camouflage’ — it was inserted in the 
kedusha (prayer) of mussaf (prayer). 

--- 4298 538 --- 

Through the representations of the elderly 
R.Chinena (see 4280\520), his 15 year old 
grandson Mar Zutra (I) replaced the (tempo¬ 
rary) REISH GALUTA [Dor.Har.6.44], 

-~- 4300 540 --- 

R.Simuna had died by this time, and he was 
succeeded as rosh metivta of Pumpedita by 
R.Reva’i — who was from Rov — who is (yet) 
mentioned in the Talmud [San.43a, Rbnu.Chananel]. 

R.Eyna (see 4280\520) had also died, but there 
was no successor to his position as rosh metivta 
of Sura because of local persecutions (see 4280\520, 
431 l\55 I) [Sef.Hak.q.Dor.Har.6.28/Igg.R.Sher.G./ Sed.Had./ 
Dor. Har.6.28 — 30, 34, 38-^16, 106, 158], 


—-— 4311 w 551 —-— 

Mar Zutra proclaimed Jewish self-rule. 

In a local persecution (see 4300\540), R.Yitzchak, 
one of the great scholars of Bavel, was killed. The 
REISH GALUTA (Mar Zutra (I), see 4298\538) rebelled 
against the local rulers (see 3986\226), and estab¬ 
lished a certain level of Jewish independence in 
his area (see 43 18\558) [Sef.Hak.q.Dor.Har.6.28/Sed.OLZutq.Dor. 
Har.6.38 — 46/ Igg.R.Sher.G./ SecLHad./ Dor.Har.6.28—30, 34, 38-^16]. 
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—-— 4318 558 —-— 

The Babylonian (Persian) forces overpowered the 
forces of Mar Zutra (I), after seven years of Jew¬ 
ish self government. Mar Zutra (I) was hanged 
— together with his elderly grandfather 
R.Chinena — in the city of Mechuza (a suburb 
of the capital, Ctesiphon), and the Jews of Bavel 
suffered increasing persecutions (see 
4320\560). A son was born to Mar Zutra (I) at 
the time he was killed, and he was named Mar 
Zutra (II) [Sed.OLZut.q.Dor.Har.6.38 — 46/ Dor.Har.6.38—46], 


4320 560 


R.Reva’i (see 4300\540) had died at a veiy advanced 
age, and because of local persecutions (see 
4246\486,4318\558) the metivta of Pumpedita was 
later transferred to Firuz-Shabur (in the vicinity of 
Neharde’a) (see 4349\589). 

The Talmud scholars of this snecific period — the 
last of the (Rabbanan) SA' WSM h included R.Giza 



and R.Sama (some say R.Huna and R.Dimi Surgo) 
— made very minor editorial adjustments to the 
final version of the Gemara (such as placing sub¬ 
headings from the Mishna, where the Gemara be¬ 
gins a new subject) (see 4187\427, 4236\476). No 
new additions — or deletions — were made in their 
time, nor editorial adjustments, and it was accepted 
that no such changes were to be made after them. 
Some minor variations were later erroneously made 
by copier scribes, particularly in the time of the 
ge’onim (see 4349\589), whose explanations on the 
Talmud were also in Aramaic and were thus some¬ 
times (somewhat confusingly) recorded in the mar¬ 
gins of the text by their disciples (see 4519\759). 

[Sed.Tan.VeAm.q. Dor.Har. 6.3, 21, 30, 35, 48—9/Igg.R.Sher.G./ 
Mmn.Hil.Mal. VeLov. 15.2/Sh.Mkbtzt. B.M. 13b(48bj, 15b(55b)/ 
Dor.Har.6.28 — 35, 36—8, 44—6, 55, 138—46, 166, 169, 198, 200, 227.] 

Some say the Rabbanan savurai also compiled the 
smaller secondary sections, masechtot ketanot, of 
the Talmud — Sofrim, Smachot, Kalla, and so on, 
currently printed at the end of Seder Nezikin in 
standard versions of the Talmud — from the say¬ 
ings of TANNA’lM and AMORA’iM / Dor.Har.6.38]. 


i 



Chapter lib 

The Ge’onim 
& Arabic Dominion 



—-— 4336 » 576 —~— 

500 Jews of Clermont-Ferrand (France) were sub¬ 
jected to forced baptism, and the remainder fled 
(see 4342\582). 

--- 4342 w 582 --- 

The Frankish king (Chilperic I) forced many 
Jews to become Christians (see 4336\576), 
but most of them remained secretly Jewish. 

—-— 4349 589 —-— 

The Metivta of Pumpedita was reconstituted by 
R. (ha non. 

The persecution of Jews in Bavel (see 4318\558) 


had lessened, and R.Chanan (from Ishkiya) re¬ 
turned to Pumpedita (see 4320\560), and he re¬ 
constituted the metivta there, although the 
metivta at Firuz-Shabur remained (more) active, 
under R.Maari Surgo (the son of R.Dimi, see 4320 
\560). This ushered in the era of the ge’onim. 

The “gaon” was the head of a Yeshiva in Bavel 
(rosh metivta) — an official position and title 
(see 3995\235) that was usually conferred to 
an elderly and suitable candidate [igg.R.sher.G./ 
Dor.Har.6.35 — 6, 45—6, 54, 164, 166—7, 218 ]. Some Say that 
greatly respected Talmud scholars in any coun¬ 
try in that period were given the title gaon 
[Mmn.Hakd.L’Yad] . During the four centuries of the 
ge’onim, Bavel was considered the center of Jew¬ 
ish life. The ge’onim received many questions on 
Halacha matters from many countries, which 
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were discussed amongst the scholars of the 
metivta. The responses — released under the 
name of the presiding gaon — were often very 
brief and did not reflect the internal discus¬ 
sions. They were written in the same language 
as the Talmud (Aramaic), and in a similar style. 
The metivta itself also retained the same style 
that it had developed at the time of the amora’im 
(see 3995\235) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.154, 191, 215, 223, 
245, 266—8]. 

At around this time, Mar Zutra (II) (see 4318\ 
558) left Bavel and settled in Eretz Yisrael, 
where he was accepted as a leader of the Tal¬ 
mud scholars — and some say he was given 
the title of “head of the Sanhedrin” (see 
4189\429), which passed on to his descendants 

[Sed.Ol.Zut.q.Dor.Har.6.39/ Dor.Har.6.47 —8 , 50]. 


4368 ^ 608 


R.Chanan (from Ishki 
(see 4349\589) was c 
Pumpedita, and he w; 



, R.Maari Surgo 
be the gaon of 
eded as gaon of 


Firuz-Shabur by R.Chanina (Min Bei Gihara) 

(Chanina I of GE’ONIMj Pgg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har.6.167,172—3,190], 


--- 4369 609 -~- 

ThE Metivta of Sura was reconstituted. 

The metivta of Sura was reconstituted (see 
4300\540), and R.Mar (bar R.Huna) became 

the GAON Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.172], 


-=**- 4372 » 612 -**- 

When the Christian Visigoths (see 4155\395) 
had gained complete control of the country, the 
Jews of Spain were ordered to convert or leave. 
The order was apparently not strictly enforced, 
although many left. However it was re-issued a 
number of times in later years (see 4454\694), 
when some were forced to convert, and some 
were expelled from certain locations. 

—-— 4374 — 614 —-— 


most 500 years (see 3893\133, 4389\629). 

— 4380 620 —=**— 

At around this time R.Chana Gaon succeeded 
R.Maari Surgo as gaon of Pumpedita, and 
R.Chanina (Chanina II of geUnim) succeeded R.Mar (bar 
R.Huna) as GAON of Sura Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har. 6.172—3]. 


—— 4389 629 —**— 

The Byzantine Empire reconquered Eretz 
Yisrael. 

When the Byzantine Empire (Romans) reconquered 
Eretz Yisrael (see 4374\614), many Jews were 
killed, many fled, and the rest were expelled from 
Yerushalayim again (see 4374\614 and 4397\637). 
The Byzantine emperor (Heraclius) later decreed 
(unsuccessfully) that all Jews in the empire 
should be subjected to forced baptism. 

--- 4392 w 632 --- 

A number of the many battles Muhammad 
fought in northern Arabia were against Jewish 
tribes — who did not accept his new religion — 
and he massacred and expelled many Jews from 
there. Under the claim of fulfilling his wish, many 
were later expelled after he died in 4392 \ 632 

— having become the strongest leader in Arabia 

— and Jews have never been allowed to live in 
parts of Arabia since then (thus effectively be¬ 
coming the longest-lasting expulsion.) 

-— 4396 636 — 

R.Yitzchak was the last Gaon of Neharde'a 
(Firuz-Sh a bur). 

R.Yitzchak Gaon (Yitzchak I of ge’onim) succeeded 
R.Chanina (I, Min Bei Gihara) as gaon of Firuz- 
Shabur (see 4368\608). He was the last gaon 
of the metivta of Firuz-Shabur (Neharde'a) (see 
4420\660) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.164—8, 171, 173], 


Jews were allowed to return to Yerushalayim. 

The Persians captured Eretz Yisrael — includ¬ 
ing Yerushalayim — from the Byzantine 
(E.Roman) Empire (see 4389\629), and the Jews 
were allowed to settle in Yerushalayim after al¬ 


—-— 4397 ^ 637 —-— 

The Arabs conquered Eretz Yisrael. 

The Muslim Arabs conquered many countries at 
this time, including Bavel (Babylonia) from the Per- 
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sian empire, Eretz Yisrael from the Byzantine (Brian) 
Empire, Syria, Egypt, North Africa and (later) Spain. 
Communication became easier between the Jewish 
communities of these countries (see 4234\474) and 
the Metivtot of Bavel (haqot this stage) . 

-=**- 4400 64O --- 


was the first reish galuta (Sarch) under the 
new Arab Islamic rule of Bavel. A controversy 
later developed about the status of some of his 
children, who were said to be of an (uncon¬ 
verted) wife (of the recently conquered Persian 
royal family) given to him by the caliph [YucK3.i38/ 

Sed.Had.4420/ Dor.Har. 6.169—171(3)]. 


At around this time, R.Rava (A<a bf ge’onim) succeeded 
R.Chana as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4380\620), and 
R.Huna (Ua lof ge’onim) succeeded R.Chanina (II) as 
gaon of Sura (see 4380\620) (iggR.sher.G/Dnr.Har.6. 173 — 5 , 177 ]. 

--- 4405 w 645 --- 


-®- 44^1 ^ 66l -®- 

The new Muslim Arab caliph of Yerushalayim built 
a large wooden mosque on the site of the Beit Hamik- 
dash. He also confiscated Jewish property in Eretz 
Yisrael, which he redistributed to Arab settlers. 


One of the “Takkanot / I ,1 Ge 'onim " was enacted 
at this time. 

R.Rava (I), gaon of Pumpedita (see 4400\640), 
enacted a takkana (regulation, see Bart) together 
with R.Huna (I), gaon of Sura (see 4400\640), 
that a woman should 


divorce, if she refuses 1 
(This enactment was n 


n an immediate 
th her husband, 
mously accepted 


as part of halacha beyond those times, except as 
it relates to financial rights.) Pgg.RSher.G./RifKet27a(on 
TaLKet. 63b), Shit Gib. /Mmn.Hil.Ish. 14.14, Mag.Mish/TurE.H. 77, B. Y./ 
Dor.Har.6.173 — 5, 177, 215/see also Mmn.HU.. MaLVeLov.2.2]. 


—-— 4410 650 —-— 

R.Bustenai (Gaon) succeeded R.Rava (I) as gaon 
of Pumpedita (see 4400\640), and R.Sheshna 
(Mesharshiya bar Tachlifa) succeeded R.Huna (I) 
Of Sura (see 4400 \640) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.175—7], 


—.— 4449 689 —-— 

Mar R.Chanina(i) (Banina lof ge’onim) became gaon 
of Sura, after many years of political manipula¬ 
tions by the reish galuta (Sarch) (see 4420\660). 
Mar R.Huna Mari (biha lof ge’onim) was gaon of 
Pumpedita, having succeeded R.Bustenai (see 
4410\650) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.176—7, 192, 233]. 

—-— 4454 694 —-— 

The Jews of Spain were accused of plotting to 
overthrow the Christian Visigoth government, 
which had been continuously enacting laws to 
convert or expel them (see 4372\612). Many 
fled (some say to Morocco), but many were forc¬ 
ibly converted (see 4471\711). 

—-— 4457 697 —-— 


—®— 4420 » 660 —®— 

At around this time R. Sheshna (see 4410 \650) died, 
and for a number of years the reish galuta (fcrch) 
was involved in political manipulation (see 
4449\689) in the appointment of successors as 

GAON of Sura Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.152, 159, 176—7, 192]. 

Muhammad’s cousin [GUfH) was his son-in-law 
— and eventually a successor, although contro¬ 
versy over this lead to the splitting of the Islamic 
nation, with his followers becoming the Shi’ite sect 
fnfm the prase shiat fABie prty of MU . He came to 

Iraq (Bavel) at around this time, and R.Yitzchak (I) 
Gaon (see 4396\636) of Firuz-Shabur went out to 
meet him with a large contingent of the estimated 
90,000 Jews of Neharde’a and its environs, and 
was accepted favorably Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.166—8,178], 
Bustenai — of whom many stories are told — 


Mar R.Nahilai succeeded Mar R.Chanina(i) (III) as 
GAON of Sura (see 4449\689) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.233]. 

-=**- 4471 w 711 -—- 

When the Moors (Muslims) invaded Spain the 
Jews welcomed them (see 4454\694). Many Jews 
who had converted and lived publicly as Chris¬ 
tians — while secretly remaining practicing Jews 
— returned to Judaism completely. The Jews be¬ 
came indigenous allies to the invaders and helped 
them conquer and then to rule. Subsequently 
Jewish life in Spain began to flourish. 

—-— 4475 ^ 715 —-— 

Mar R.Yaakov HaKohen (tfakov lof ge’onim) suc¬ 
ceeded Mar R.Nahilai as gaon of Sura (see 
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4457\697) [Igg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.233 ]. 


4511 w 751 


—-— 4479 — 719 —-— 

Mar R.Chiya had succeeded Mar R.Huna (II) 
Mari as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4449\689), and 
Mar R.Rava (Rava II of ge'onim) succeeded him. 
Around this time (4479), Mar R.Natrunai 
(Natrunai I of ge'onim) succeeded Mar R.Rava (II) 

Pgg.R. Sher. G./ Dor.Har.6.192, 233]. 

The son-in-law of Mar R.Natrunai (I) (Mar 
R.Yaneka) was a member of the (royal) family 
of the reish galuta (Exilarch). He wielded his influ¬ 
ence (see 4449 \689) and exercised harsh author¬ 
ity over the scholars of Pumpedita, which caused 
many tO leave (tO Sura) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.192]. 


4482 722 


Many Jews were forced to accept Christianity in 
the Byzantine (ERoman 


Constantinople and otl 


, and many left 
of the empire. 


4493 733 


Mar R.Shmuel (Shmuel I of ge'onim) — the grand¬ 
son of R.Rava (I), (see 4410\650) — succeeded 
Mar R.Yaakov (I) as gaon of Sura (see 4475\715) 

pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har. 6.233]. 


—-— 4499 739 —-— 

R.Yehuda (Yehuda I of ge'onim) had succeeded Mar 
R.Natrunai (I) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 
4479\719), and in 4499, R.Yosef (Yosef I of ge’onim) 

Succeeded him Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.233]. 


-^- 4500 » 740 -**- 

The Khazars (a people said to originate from the vicinity 
of Turkey) lived at this time, in a region between 
the Caspian and the Black seas. Their king and 
many of his people converted to Judaism (see 
4715\955) [Kuzaril.l, 1.47], 

- - 4508 748 —-— 

Many died in an earthquake in Eretz Yisrael. 
R.Shmuel (Shmuel II of ge’onim) succeeded R.Yosef 
(I) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4499 \ 739) pgg.R. 

Sher. G./ Dor.Har.6.233]. 


R.Mari Kohen (Mari I of ge’onim) succeeded Mar 
R.Shmuel (I) as gaon of Sura (see 4493\733) 

Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.233]. 


—-— 4515 ^ 755 —-— 

R.Acha(i) Gaon left Bavel (Iraq) for Erets Yisrael. 

R.Natroy succeeded R.Shmuel (II) as gaon of 
Pumpedita (see 4508 \ 748) pgg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har. 6 . 212 , 
233 ]. R.Acha(i) Gaon — who had written a work 
called She’iltot d’R.Acha(i) (Talmudic Halacha/Agada, 
in the order of the chumash (Bible), and in the style of the Tal¬ 
mud) — was passed over in the appointment of 
R.Natroy (due to the involvement of the reish galuta 
(Exilarch), Shlomobar Chisdai, see 4519\759). He left 
Bavel and settled in Eretz Yisrael pgg.R. sher.c./ 

Sef.Hak.q.Dor. Har.6.270/Yuch.3.139/ Dor.Har.6.192—3, 212, 270]. 


—-— 4519 759 —-— 

R.Yehudai became Gaon of Sura. 

R.Avraham (Avraham I of ge'onim) succeeded 
R.Natroy as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4515\755) 

Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.212, 233]. 

Mar R.Acha (Acha I of ge’onim) succeeded R.Mari 
(I) Kohen for half ayear (see 4617\857) as gaon 
of Sura (see 4511 \751), and he was succeeded 
by R.Yehudai Gaon (Yehuda II of ge'onim), who was 
brought to Sura by the reish galuta (Exilarch) Shlomo 
bar Chisdai (himself a Talmud scholar) (see 4515X755) 

[Tsh.Hag.Zich.LeRi 183.q.Dor.Har.6.213 /Igg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.213 — 
4, 233]. R.Yehudai Gaon — who was blind — was 
known for his lucid clarifications on the Talmud 
(some of which crept into the text, because his dis¬ 
ciples had written them in the margins from where 
they were later mistakenly appended, see 4320\560) 

[Tos.B.K.53b, Rashal/Yuch.3.139/Sh.Mkbtzt. B.M.13b(48b), 15b(55b)/ 
Dor.Har.6.139, 196—201], 

The Halachot Gedolot (BaHaG) 
was written at this time. 

R.Yehudai had already written many (of his own) 
Halachic decisions (see 4349 \589), and R. Shimon 
Kaira, who lived at this time, collected many of 
them. He also collected those from the She’iltot 
ofR.Acha(i) (see 4515\755), and of other ge’onim, 
and wrote the Halachot Gedolot (in the order of the Tal¬ 
mud), which is known as the BaHaG. It is probably 
the first work to have a hakdama (Introduction) 

[Tsh.Hag.Zich.LeRi.376.q. Dor.Har.6.211/B.HaMa.Shab.25b (Rif 12a)/ 
Sef.Hak./Sed.Had. /Sherri. Hag.2.26/ Dor.Har.6.191, 200—8, 211]. 
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—-— 4521 761 —=**— 

R.Davidai — the brother of R.Yehudai (II) Gaon 
(see 4519\759) — succeeded R.Avraham (I) as 
gaon of Pumpedita (see 4519\759) [igg.R. sher.G./ 

Dor.Har.6.212, 233]. 


4523 763 


Mar R.Chanina (V) Kahana as gaon of Sura (see 

4528 \768) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.230—1, 233]. 

--- 4540 78O -—- 

Mar R.Bibi HaLevi succeeded Mar R.Mari (II) Ha- 
Levi as gaon of Sura (see 4536\776) Pgg.RSher.G./ 

Dor.Har. 6.234]. 


Mar R.Achunai Kahana succeeded R.Yehudai 
(II) Gaon, as gaon of Sura (see 4519\759) 

Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.230—1, 233]. 

Anan ben David founded a sect (of Jews) — 
some say because he was passed over when 
his brother was appointed reish galuta (Exilarch). 
This sect later became known as (or merged 
with) the Kra’im (Karaites) (see 3628\-133) 

Pgg.RSher.G./ Yuch.2.130; 3.139/Tzem.Dav.4515/Sed.Had.4515]. 


--- 4524 

R.Chanina (Chanina I 
R.Davidai as gaon of Pi 

Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.233]. 


764 


nimJ succeeded 
1 (see 4521 \761) 


— 4528 768 —**— 

Mar R.Chanina Kahana (Chanina V of ge’onim) suc¬ 
ceeded Mar R.Achunai as gaon of Sura (see 
4523 \ 76 1) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.230—1, 233]. 


- - 4542 782 -**- 

R.Shanui succeeded Mar R.Rava (III) as gaon of 
Pumpedita (see 4533\773) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har. 6.233]. 

—-— 4543 ^ 783 —-— 

R.Chanina Kahana (Chanina VI of ge’onim) — the 
son of R.Avraham (see 4521\761) — succeeded 
R.Shanui as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4542\782) 

Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.234, 235]. 

- - 4546 786 -=**- 

R. Chanina (VI) Kahana was removed from office by 
the reish galuta (Exilarch) and Mar R.Huna Mar HaLevi 
(Huna III of ge’onim) succeeded him as gaon of Pumpedita 
(see 4543\783) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.234, 270]. 

- - 4548 788 -— 


--- 4531 " 771 --- 

R.Malka (Malka I of ge’onim) succeeded R.Chanina 
(IV) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4524\764) 

Pgg.R.Sher. G./ Dor.Har.6.233]. 

At this time there was a controversial challenge 
(see 4577\817) to the leadership of the reish 
galuta (Exilarch) (Zakkai bar Achunai), and when 
the challenger (Natrunai) was removed by the 
intervention of the metivtot, he left Bavel (Iraq) 

for the west Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.231—2]. 


Another of “Takkanot HaGe'onint” was enacted 
at this time. 

Mar R.Huna Mar HaLevi, gaon of Pumpedita (see 
4546\786), together with Mar R.Bibi HaLevi, 
gaon of Sura (and R.Menasheh, who was to suc¬ 
ceed Mar R.Huna, see 4549\789), enacted a 
takkana (regulation, see Chart) enabling a widow to 
collect her ketuba and dowry (and enabling 
creditors to collect debts), not only from real 
estate, but from any belongings of the husband 

Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Mmn.Hil.Ish. 16.7, Mag.Mish./ Dor.Har.6.232, 234]. 


4533 773 


4549 ^ 789 


Mar R.Rava (Rava III of ge’onim), the son of R.Davidai 
(see 4524\764), succeeded R.Malka (I) as gaon of 
Pumpedita (see 453 1\771) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.233]. 


R.Menasheh (see 4548\788) succeeded Mar 
R.Huna Mar (III) HaLevi as gaon of Pumpedita 

Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.234]. 


--- 4536 776 --- 

Mar R.Mari HaLevi (Mari II of ge’onim) succeeded 


--- 4550 790 --- 

Mar R.Hilai (Hilai I of ge’onim) succeeded Mar R.Bibi 
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HaLevi as gaon of Sura (see 4540\780) [igg.RSher.G./ 

Dor.Har.6.281]. 


--- 4556 796 --- 

Mar R.Yeshayah HaLevi succeeded R.Menasheh 
as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4549\789) Pgg.RSher.G./ 

Dor.Har.6.281]. 


4558 798 


R.Yaakov HaKohen (Yaakov II of ge'onim) succeeded 
R.Hilai (I) as gaon of Sura (see 4550\790), and 
Mar R.Yosef (Yosef II of ge’onim) succeeded Mar 
R.Yeshayah HaLevi as gaon of Pumpedita (see 
4556\796) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.281]. 


4560 800 

The caliph in Baghdad placed Yerushalayim 
under the protectior 


Frankish king, and ne 
of the reorganized (see 


arlemagne, the 
:laimed emperor 
55) Western Ro¬ 


man Empire. Charlemagne — who strength¬ 
ened the power of the Church in his domin¬ 
ions — is said (by some) to have settled some 
Talmud scholars in Germany and France. 


4565 ^ 805 


—-— 4577 ^ 817 —-— 

Mar R.Avraham (Avraham II of ge’onim) succeeded 
Mar R.Yosef (III) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 
4575\8 1 5) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.281]. 

There was a challenge to the leadership of the reish 
galuta (Exilarch) (see 4531 \771), and the challenger 
appointed another gaon for Pumpedita (R.Yosef 
IV). The issue of reish galuta was resolved, and 
R.Yosef (IV) stepped aside (see 4588\828) when it 
became evident that the people were perturbed by 
the presence of two ge’onim Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har. 6 . 239 ]. 

-—- 4581 w 821 —- 

Mar R.Tzadok succeeded R.Avumai (II) as gaon 
of Sura (see 4573\813) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.281]. 

--- 4583 823 ~- 

R.Hilai (Hilai II of ge'onim) succeeded Mar R.Tzadok as 
GAON of Sura (see 458 1 \821) Pgg.RSher.G./Dor. Har. 6.281]. 

--- 4587 827 **- 

Mar R.Kiyumi (Kiyumi I of ge’onim) — who some say 
was a brother of R.Tzadok (see 4583\823) — 
succeeded R.Hilai (II) as gaon of Sura (see 
4583 \823) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.281]. 


Mar R.Kahana — the son of R.Chanina VI (see 
4543\783) — succeeded Mar R.Yosef (II) as gaon of 
Pumpedita (see 4558\798) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.281]. 

—**— 4571 «*' 811 —^— 


-~- 4588 w 828 -=**- 

R.Yosef (Yosef IVof ge'onim) (see 4577\817) succeeded 
Mar R.Avraham (II) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 
4577\8 17) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.281]. 


Mar R.Avimai (Ivumai, Avlmai I of ge’onim) succeeded 
Mar R.Kahana (his nephew, see 4565\805) as 
gaon of Pumpedita (see 4565\805) pgg.R.sher. g./ 

Dor.Har.6.235, 281]. 

—-— 4573 ^ 813 —-— 


—-— 4590 830 —-— 

R.Moshe (or R.Mesharshiya) (the son of R.Yaakov 
(II), see 4573\813) succeeded Mar R.Kiyumi (I) 
as GAON of Sura (see 4587\827) Pgg.RSher.G./ Sef.Hak. 

q.Dor.Har.6.242/ Dor.Har. 6.241—2]. 


R.Avumai (Avumai II of ge’onim) succeeded R.Yaakov (II) 
(his nephew) as gaon of Sura (see 4558\798) 

Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.241—2, 281]. 


4575 » 815 


—-— 4593 ^ 833 —-— 

Mar R.Yitzchak (Yitzchak II of ge’onim) succeeded 
R.Yosef (IV) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4588\828) 

Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.240, 271, 281]. 


Mar R.Yosef (Yosef III of ge’onim) succeeded Mar 
R.Avimai (I) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4571\811) 

Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.28l\. 


--- 4598 ^ 838 --- 

Mar R.Yosef (Yosef V of ge’onim) — who had been 
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passed over in the appointment of Mar R.Yitzchak the rights or powers of that position [ i gg .R.sher.G./ 

(II) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4593\833) — sue- Dor.Har.6.259(34)]. 

ceeded R.Yitzchak Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.240, 271, 281]. 


—=**— 4601 841 —**— 

R.Paltui succeeded Mar R.Yosef (V) as gaon of 
Pumpedita (see 4598\838) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.281], 
R.Moshe (Mesharshiya) died (see 4590\830), 
and he was not replaced as gaon of Sura for 

two years Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.281]. 


4603 ^ 843 


R.Kohen Tzedek (Kohen Tzedek I of ge’onim) — the 
son of R.Avumai II — became gaon of Sura, after the 
position was vacant for two years (see 4601 \841) 

Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.259, 281], The REISH GALUTA (Exilarch) 

Ukva attempted to redirect some of the funds raised 
for the metivta of Sura to his own advantage (see 
4420\660), and R.Kohei 


in stopping this. Ukva w; 
his position, and from t 



was instrumental 
ally expelled from 
il Jewish areas of 


Bavel (Iraq) (from which some infer that other serious matters were 
also involved). He later managed to have himself rein¬ 
stated (by the caliph) (see 4613\853), but was ex¬ 
pelled once again due to public outcry [Yuch. 2 . 133 / 

Dor.Har.6.257, 249—262]. 


4608 w 848 


- - 4617 857 —-— 

R.Acha (Acha II of ge’onim) succeeded R.Paltui as 
gaon of Pumpedita (see 4601\841) for half a year 
(see 4519\759), and he was succeeded by 
R.Menachem (the son of R.Yosef IV, see 4593\833). 
Not all the scholars of the metivta accepted the 
appointment of R.Menachem, and some followed 
R.Mattityahu (see 4619\859). This was the only 
documented case — in four centuries of ge’onim 
— where there was active internal dissent among 
the scholars [see Dor.Har. 6 . 240 , 269—75] regarding the 
leadership of the metivtot of Bavel (Babylonia, Persia- 

Iraq) Pgg.R. Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.240, 271—2, 282]. 

-=**- 46l8 858 -—- 

R.Amram (who wrote the Sidtlur) became Gaon 
of Sura. 

R.Amram Gaon succeeded R.Natrunai (II) as gaon 
of Sura (see 4613\853). R.Amram had the system 
(seder) of prayers committed to writing, and it was 
sent to the Jews of Spain (see 4471 \711). This was 
the earliest (known) book of written prayers —which 
is now commonly called a siddur (Prayer Book) [Tzem.Dav. 

4600/Shem.Hag. 2.34a/ Dor.Har.6.241—6, 259, 282]. 


R.Sar Shalom succeeded R.Kohen Tzedek as gaon 
of Sura (see 4603\843) [Dor.Har.6.241—6, 259, 281 ]. 

——— 4610 850 —-— 

The Jews of Bavel (Iraq) were required by their 
Muslim Arab rulers to wear a yellow patch. 
Some say the decree was originally issued in 
4478\718 and was re-issued in this year. 

--- 4613 - 853 --- 

R.Natrunai (Natrunai II of ge’onim) — the son of 
R.Hilai (II) (see 4587\827) — succeeded R.Sar 
Shalom as gaon of Sura (see 4608\848) 
[Dor.Har. 6 . 241 — 6 , 259 , 281—2]. Some say that during 
the controversy with the reish galuta Ukva 
(see 4603 \843) R.Amram was appointed (by 
Ukva) to be gaon of Sura — during the tenure 
of R.Natrunai II — but he did not exercise any of 


--- 4619 859 —-— 

R.Mattityahu (see 4617\857) — who some say 
was the brother of R.Yosef (V) (see 4598\838) — 
succeeded R.Menachem as gaon of Pumpedita 
(see 4617\857) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.240, 242—3, 282]. 

—**— 4628 868 —**— 

R.Abba — a grandson of R.Shmuel (II) (see 
4515\755) — succeeded R.Mattityahu as gaon 
of Pumpedita (see 4619\859) Pgg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har. 

6.249, 282]. 

—— 4631 871 — 

R.Tzemach (Tzemach I of ge’onimJ — the son of 
R.Paltui (see 4617\857) — succeeded R.Abba 
as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4628\868) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ 
Dor.Har. 6 . 282 ]. R.Tzemach was asked to rule on the 
validity of the (singular) Halachic opinions con- 
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veyed by the traveller Eldad HaDani, who 
claimed to be from the lost tribe of Dan (see 
3205\556) [Mord.Chul.2a/Sed.Had./Shem.Hag.2.110]. 

The Byzantine emperor (Basil I) decreed that the 
Jews of southern Italy were to be forcibly con¬ 
verted to Christianity. R.Shephatia ben Amittai 

— from the town of Oria in that region, a scholar 
well versed in kabbala who was the author of piyutim 

— travelled to Constantinople, and managed (some 
say) to have the decree lifted for the Jews of his 
town (and surroundings). His son R.Amittai suc¬ 
ceeded him as a leader in the community, and 
he also wrote many piyutim, some of which may 
be ascribed to his grandfather of the same name. 
They were one of many families reputed to have 
been in this part of Italy since they were brought 
there by Titus after the destruction of the Sec¬ 
ond Beit HaMikdash (see 3829\69 [inchap.9]). 
R.Silano of Venosa (Southern Italy) wrote piyutim. 


4636 

R.Nachshon, the son of 
4587\827), succeeded ^ 


k (see 4583\823, 
^ u m Gaon as gaon 


of Sura (see 4618\858) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.282]. 


-=**- 4640 W 880 -**- 

R.Hai (Hai I of ge'onim) succeeded R.Tzemach (I) 
as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4631 \871) pgg.R.sher.c. 

/Sef.Hak.q.Dor.Har.6.241/ Dor.Har.6.240—1, 282]. 


Many of the (other) elderly scholars of the metivta 
of Sura died within a three-month period (see 
4671\911) [ Tgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6. 246—7, 263, 282]. 


-**- 4658 » 898 -«- 

Mar R.Hilai (Hilailllof ge’onim), the son of R.Natrunai (II) 
(see 4618\858), succeeded Mar R.Hai (II) as gaon of 
Sura (see 4652\892) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har. 6.248,282]. 

--- 4665 905 --- 

Mar R.Shalom succeeded Mar R.Hilai (III) as gaon 
of Sura (see 4658\898) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6. 282], 


-®- 4666 906 —**— 

R. Yehuda (Yehuda III of ge’onim) succeeded Mar 
R.Kiyumi (II) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4648\888) 

Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.248, 282]. 


- - 4671 911 —~— 

R.Yaakov (Yaakov III of ge'onim) succeeded Mar 
R.Shalom as gaon of Sura (see 4665\905). 

At this stage the number of scholars in the metivta 
of Sura had decreased significantly, many of them 
having joined the metivta of Pumpedita (see 
4652\892) Pgg.RSher.G./ Yuch.2. 133/Dor.Har.6.247, 263, 283]. 


--- 4644 884 — 

R.Tzemach (Tzemach II of ge’onim) succeeded his 
(maternal) half-brother R.Nachshon as gaon of 
Sura (see 4636\876) Pgg.RSher.G./Dor.Har.6.282]. 

—**— 4648 ^ 888 —**— 

Mar R.Kiyumi (Kiyumi II of ge’onim), the son of 
R.Acha (II) (see 4617\857), succeeded R.Hai (I) 
as gaon of Pumpedita (see 4640\880) Pgg.RSher.G./ 

Dor.Har.6.248, 282]. 


--- 4677 917 - 

R.Mevasser, the son of Mar R.Kiyumi (II) (see 
4648 \888) was appointed by the scholars of the 
metivta of Pumpedita to succeeded R.Yehuda (III) 
(see 4666\906) as gaon. However, David (ben Zak- 
kai) the reish galuta (Exilarch) sought to appoint Mar 
R.Kohen Tzedek (Kohen Tzedek II of ge’onim) (see 
4686\926). The disagreement continued for five 
years after which R.Mevasser was recognized as 
gaon by David (the reish galuta) — although some 
scholars remained with R.Kohen Tzedek (II) 

Kahana Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.249, 251—2, 260, 271—2, 282]. 


4652 892 


4683 922 


R.Malka (Malka II of ge’onim) succeeded R.Tzemach (II) 
as gaon of Sura (see 4644\884) for only a few 
weeks, and he was succeeded by Mar R.Hai (Hai II 
of ge'onim), the son of R.Nachshon (see 4644\884). 


Aharon ben Meir, the rosh metivta in Eretz Yis- 
rael, announced there that Rosh HaShana of 
this year should be on a Tuesday — while the 

[continued on page 174] 












« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View I TOC Index 


TAKKANOT 

HaGE’ONIM 


The greatest impact of the otherwise obscured era (TEKUFA) of the Ge’onim are the TAK¬ 
KANOT (regulations) they were known to have enacted. Although the impact of these TAK¬ 
KANOT was universal [Rashba 729 /b.y.c.m.2] and the term “TAKKANOT HaGE’ONlM” appears quite 
often in HALACHA writings, nevertheless there exists no defining description or system¬ 
atic list of them. The following is a relatively comprehensive list, gleaned from the various 
sources as they emerged in practical HALACHA writings. 


In the years 4405^45 and 4548^88 two TAKKANOT are listed. Besides 
these known TAKKANOT (known when — and by whom of the ge’onim — 
they were enacted) the following were enacted: 


A. The script the Kohen says at a PIDYON HABEN. This included a blessing for the Kohen 
which did not become minhag ASHKENAZ — although the rest is universal [Rosh <id.4i Karb.Net „• 


Bech.8.8/ Pit.Tesh.Y.D.305.4]. 

B. To be standing when saying the prayer of Vehu Rachum (on Monday and Thursday) 

[B.Y. O.C. 134. q abj. 

ant portions in the Torah — for the MAFTIR on YOM TOV — describing 
t day (some say they instituted all MAFTIR readings except for the 


C. To reai 
the sacrific 

special four, which preceded them) [B.Y.488qRosh, Mord., Ran; Mag.Av.O.C.488.3/Agur Shab.397], 


D. To say the phrases of Zachreinu and Mi Kamocha in SHMONA ESREI of the YAMIM 
NORA’iM (High Holy Days) [Avudraham/Rosh/TBY.O.C.582]. 


E. To say the Aneinu (prayer in SHMONA ESREI) only at MINCHA of a fast day (not at MAARTV 
or SHACHARIS) [Tos.Shab.24a]. 

F. To ensure completion of the Mila (circumcision) by hand [Meiri MagenAvotM], 

G. Meat that was not salted — as required by HALACHA (in order to draw out the blood) — 
during the first three days after SHECHITA, may no longer be cooked (in liquid), although it 
may be broiled. [TurY.D.69/Pit.Tesh.Y.D.8i7.i], (SEPHARDIM do not even broil it; whereas ASHKENAZIM 
have accepted a provision that if it is washed-down within these three days, then the three-day cycle is 
interrupted. [Rivash 86/Bin.Zev,328].) 

H. To disallow special consideration for CHALUTA (a "snap-cook" process, which is considered 
— in a number of instances — to be a circumvention of the technical-halachic concept of cooking) 

because the exact procedure is unknown to us [Tur y.d.73], 

/. To discontinue the practice of taking oath in THE HOLY NAME [Ra'avad Hii.shev.ii.i3], 


J . That a person cannot disallow another (by NEDER (oath)) from his share — as a mem¬ 
ber of the public — of a public property. [B.Y.Y.D.224q. Ra'avad and peers], 

K. A provision that even though the laws of PENALTY PAYMENTS (Knass) do not apply in 
the absence of the Beit Hamikdash, the BEIT DIN should place the offender under a NIDDUI 
(form of excommunication) until he pays an equivalent amount — in order to maintain the 
dignity of the offended [TurE.H. 177 , Perisha45; c.m.ls], 

L. A special blessing for the consummation of a woman’s first marriage [BaHag/RoshKet. 1 . 15 / 

B.Y.E.H.120.14], 


M. The rights for litigants to make — in BEIT DIN — a sweeping CHEREM (excommunication) 
to apply to anyone who makes false statements in the case being heard 

[M mn.Yad.H i I .ShluchVeshut.3.11]. 
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N. The requirement - due to the increase of dishonesty - that DAYANIM ( judges ) delve 
carefully and deeply into character and reputation to ensure they are hearing true state¬ 
ments [ Mord.B.M.222(p.6a) q. Rab.Tam/B.Y.C.M.75.1(p.ll5b)]. 

O. The procedure that in the event someone admits (in BEIT DIN) that he owes, but 
currently has nothing to pay with, he takes an oath to that effect - including in the 
statement that he will pay immediately as the funds come to him. The BEIT DIN itself 
also makes a sweeping CHEREM (excommunication) to apply to anyone who knows of posses¬ 
sions belonging to this person which he may be hiding [Mmn.YadMiiMai.veiovu4J2/TB.Y.cM.gg]. 

P. The layout/form/style of writing a GET [B.Y.i25(p.i4b]. 


Q. That the BEIT DIN may accept testimony in the absence of a litigant, if the 
presence of the litigant will generate future agitation and dispute between the par¬ 
ties involved. They may also conceal the identity of those testifying. (Some say that 
this TAKKANA only applies to a case involving interpersonal disputes unrelated to 
direct financial matters.) [Ramo c.M.28.15]. 

R. The empowerment for a lender to write a document of assignment 
(harsha'a) for a loan (to protect the lender from a fleeing borrower) 

[Mmn.Yad.Hil.ShluchVeshut.3.y/TBY.C.M.123.1]. 


S. The (above) document of assignment may be attached to a part of the assigner's 
(theoretical) share in Eretz Yisrael (some say only if there exists no communal 
property on location in which he has a more tangible share, such as a SHUL ( syna¬ 
gogue )) [Mmn.Yad.Hil.ShluchVeshut.3.7/Ramban Git.8b/TBY.CM.123], 



ITNIYOS & Rice on PESACH 


In a number of HALACHA writings the restriction on eating KITNIYOS (beans, peas and rice 
etc.) is attributed to the Ge'onim [Maharstmm sec.2.50]. However a number of questions arise 
that cast significant doubt around this attribution. 

1 . SEPHARDI scholars did not incorporate this restriction in their halacha decisions 
- whereas ASHKENAZIM did - yet the SEPHARDI communities were more directly 
connected to the ge'onim in Bavel (Iraq) (see 47i5\955; Takkana A. & G. above). 

2. The earliest mention of this restriction are in writings - all from the same 
period of time - of the S'mak, the Hagahot Maymunit and the Mordechai. The 
latter two were disciples of Maharam MeRottenburg (see 5058X1298, 5059V 298 ) 
and the former was a peer of his (perhaps he was older) (see 5040X1280). 

3. The S'mak was a disciple (and son-in-law) of R.Yechiel of Paris (see 5040X1280) - one 
of the Ba'alei TOSAPHOT - who is documented as not having adhered to this restriction 
[Mord.Pes.588(p.3id)]. (Although the Mordechai there [Pes.588] refers to R.Yechiel as his brother- 
in-law, it would be assumed that he was essentially a generation removed (see #2).) 

4. What is striking about all of them is that they were all in the late 1200's (at the 
end of the TOSAPHOT era) - which was almost 250 years after the last of the ge'onim. 
In the interim we have the halachic writings of the Rif and the Rambam (who men¬ 
tion the ge'onim on numerous occasions), neither of whom mention this restriction. 

It therefore appears safe to assume that the restriction on KITNIYOS emerged 
sometime during the period of those T brilliant scholars/ (small T gJ ge'onim) 
we now refer to as TOSAPHOT - most likely at the very end, after (or concurrent 
with) R.Yechiel of Paris - and was respectfully attributed to them, as ge'onim. 

After having cautiously come to this conclusion, further research has discovered precisely this attribution — in a 

comment aside —by the Chassam Safer “.we can say that this was not the intention of the restriction imposed 

by these early ge'onim, the Hagahot Maymuni, the S'mak and the Mordechai." [Seen o.c.122] 


^73 
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\, [continued from page 171] 

calculations of the ge’onim in Bavel (Iraq) established 
it for Thursday. This created a serious division, and 
Rbnu. Saadya Gaon (of Egypt) took a prominent stand, 
in lucid and articulate communications, support¬ 
ing the ge’onim of Bavel — who eventually prevailed 
— after a few years of serious disruption in the 
calendars of the many local communities which 
had split into opposing factions / seeotz.Hag.2.128—35]. 

--- 4683 ^ 923 --- 

R.Yom Tov Kahana succeeded R.Yaakov (III) as 
gaon of Sura (see 4671 \911), although he had 
not been one of the full time scholars of the 
METIVTA (see 4671\911) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.263, 283]. 


4685 W 925 


Some Jews were killed and many were en 
slaved when the city 


4631\871) was attack 



'southern Italy) (see 
abs. 


4686 926 


Mar R.Kohen Tzedek Kahana (II) (see 4677\917) 
was accepted as the successor to R.Mevasser as 
GAON of Pumpedita pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.249, 251—2,282]. 


(philosophy), and of piyutim questioned some official docu¬ 
ments of judgement favoring David ben Zakkai, the 
reish galuta (Exilarch) and he refused to sign them. A 
severe (political) dispute broke out, during which time 
David appointed R. Yosef —who was not an outstand¬ 
ing scholar—as gaon of Sura. Rbnu.Saadya appointed 
the brother of David as reish galuta, and the strife 
spilled out into a wider circle, involving the need for 
the approval of the Caliph for the reish galuta (see 
3990\230) (and the accompanying monetary repre¬ 
sentations customary at that stage). 

The Caliph endorsed David — who was of greater 
stature — and Rbnu.Saadya withdrew from pub¬ 
lic life until the dispute — in which many people 
had taken sides — had receded. (R.Yosef was 
(nominal) gaon of Sura in his absence) pgg.RSher.G./ 

Yuch.2.134 — 5, 3.140/ Dor.Har.6.159, 258, 261, 274—9]. 

Rbnu.Saadya wrote many works, and was ac¬ 
tively engaged in refuting the claims of the 
Kra’im (see 4523 \ 763) who were very influen¬ 
tial in Eretz Yisrael at this time. 

-«- 4692 932 --- 

In parts of Italy Jews were forced to convert. In 
Bari (Italy) they were massacred. Some say that 
Chisdai ibn Shaprut — a very influential Jew¬ 
ish statesman (see 4715\955) — accomplished 
the withdrawal of an expulsion order. 


--- 4687 927 --- 

R.Yom Tov Kahana died (see 4683\923), and the re¬ 
maining scholars of the metivta of Sura considered 
disbanding, and moving to Pumpedita. The reish 
galuta (Exilarch) (David ben Zakkai) appointed Mar 
R. Natan to become gaon, but he died before he took 
office, and a suitable candidate was not immediately 
found (see 4688\928) Pgg.R. Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.247,263-^T,283]. 

-**- 4688 928 -—- 

Rbnu.Saadya was appointed Gaon of Sura. 
The reish galuta (Exilarch) David ben Zakkai ap¬ 
pointed the (relatively) veiy young Rbnu.Saadya 
Gaon (see 4683\922) as gaon of Sura (see 
4687\927), with the hope — shared by the schol¬ 
ars of Pumpedita — of breathing new life into the 

METIVTA Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Yuch.2.134/Dor.Har. 6.159, 264—5, 283]. 


—-— 4695 935 —-— 

R.Tzemach (Tzemach III of ge'onim) succeeded Mar 
R.Kohen Tzedek (II) as gaon of Pumpedita (see 
4686\926) Pgg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.6.265, 283]. 

—-— 4699 939 —-— 

R.Chanina (Chanina VII of ge’onim), the son of R.Yehuda 
III (see 4677\917), succeeded R.Tzemach (III) as 
gaon of Pumpedita (see 4695\935), more than a 
year after he had died pgg.R.sher.c./ Dor.Har. 6 . 249 ,283]. 

—®— 4704 ^ 944 —®— 

R. Aharon succeeded R.Chanina (VII) as gaon of Pum¬ 
pedita (see 4699\939) Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.265—6,283]. 

—-— 4705 ^ 945 —-— 


—=**— 4690 93 o —-— 

Rbnu. Saadya— gaon of Sura, author of Emunot VeDeyot 


A new fanatic dynasty took control of Bavel (Iraq), 
and the Jews suffered persecutions during its 
century of reign (see 4757\997). 
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4715 955 


4720 960 


“Four Captives ” were ransomed 
at around this time. 


Four great Talmudic scholars were said to have 
left Bari (S. Italy) (see 4692\932) on a journey 
across the Mediterranean Ocean — to collect 
money for charity — when they were captured 
by a Spanish warship. 

One of them, R.Chushiel, was sold in North Af¬ 
rica, and went to Kairou’an (Tunisia). 

R.Moshe — who had travelled with his wife and 
young son — was sold (with his son, R.Chanoch, 
one of the scholars) in Spain, and thus arrived 
in Cordova, where he was appointed head of 
the local yeshiva by Chisdai ibn Shaprut (see 
4692\932). (R.Moshe’s wife had taken her own 
life at sea because of the pirates’ intentions 
for her.) 

R.Shemaryahu was sold in Alexandria (Egypt) from 
where he went to Cairo. 

These four scholars, es 


tion, raised the level 0 
formed the local style i 



s respective loca- 
:ship and trans- 
irkable way. The 


Talmud scholars of Italy — from where they origi¬ 
nated — were quite independent from the ge’onim 
of Bavel (Iraq) (see 4098 \338). Their style of schol¬ 
arship was based on their own logical deductions 
from the Talmud — as distinct from the Babylo¬ 
nian style of strict adherence to (and emphasis 
on) directly transferred tradition. They tended to 
rely on the scholars (and the tradition — nussach) 
of Eretz Yisrael, which was mostly under the same 
(Roman) government as Italy (as was most of Eu¬ 
rope — ashkenaz), a distinction that quite probably 
reflects the origin of sephardi and ashkenazi tradi¬ 
tions [Sef.Hak. q.Dor.Har. 6.283-^1/ Sef.Hay.619/Rosh R.H.(ChapA) 


35a(p.40a)/ Yuch.5.182/Sed.Had.4790/ Dor.Har.6.234,283—90,293— 
4, 295—7, 298—300, 301—2], 

[Recent archival findings pose questions for this account of 
how the scholars arrived at these locations. However, the an¬ 
swer may lie in the fact that there seems to have been an¬ 
other R.Shemaryahu ben Elchanan (slightly later) (see 
Dor.Har. 6 .299(47), 299—300) and possibly another RChushiel.] 
R.Menachem (ben Yaakov) ben Saruk, the Span¬ 
ish author of a dictionary of Hebrew words — 
that he called Machberet — was the secretary to 
Chisdai ibn Shaprut, who (some say) sent a 
letter to Joseph, the Jewish king of the Khazars 
(see 4500\740). 

R.Donash ben Lavrat of Baghdad — a disciple of 
Rbnu.Saadya Gaon — was a grammarian who 
disagreed with many things in R.Menachem’s 
dictionary. He also wrote poems and piyutim. 


R.Nechemyah — son of Mar R.Kohen Tzedek 
(II) (see 4695\935), who had sought to be gaon 
of Pumpedita earlier — succeeded R.Aharon (see 
4704\944) as gaon , although not all the schol¬ 
ars — including R. Sherira — accepted his lead¬ 
ership (because it lacked scholarly stature) 

Pgg.RSher.G./ Dor.Har.6.265—6, 279, 283] 

— 4728 968 —— 

R.Sherira became Gaon of Pumpedita. 

R.Sherira Gaon, the son of R.Chanina (VII) (see 
4704\944) — a descendant of King David — 
succeeded R.Nechemyah as gaon of Pumpedita 
(see 4720\960) [Igg.R.Sher.G./Dor.Har.6.47,279—80]. 


—-— 4757 ^ 997 —-— 

R.Hui became (the last) Gaon of Pumpedita. 

R. Sherira Gaon wrote a detailed letter (iggeret) 
in answer to some questions posed to him about 
the historical background of the Talmud tradi¬ 
tion. This letter has served as a basis for the 
clear chronology of the metivtot of Bavel (Baby¬ 
lonia, Persia-lraq) [Igg.R.Sher.G./ Dor.Har.4.682(18); 6.28, 162— 
3, 166—7, 180]. 

R. Sherira lived to almost 100 years of age. Some 
say that he stepped aside, and his son R.Hai 
Gaon (Hai III of ge’onim) succeeded him as gaon of 
Pumpedita (see 4728\968). 

R.Sherira was slandered to the caliph (see 
47051945), who arrested him and his son R.Hai 
(III), confiscated their property, then released 
R.Hai and had R.Sherira hanged [igg.R. sher.G./ 

Yuch.3.141; 5.181/Sef.Hak.q. Dor.Har.6.279—80/ Dor.Har.6.252, 
279—80], 


- - 4764 1004 —**— 

Arab Muslim rulers of Eretz Yisrael forced some 
Jews to convert. Synagogues were burned 
down, and the Jews of Egypt were required to 
wear a distinctive sign on their clothing. 

- - 4767 1007 -**- 

Many Jews were killed, and many were forced 
to convert to Christianity, in riots throughout 
France. Most of the converts returned to Juda¬ 
ism a few years later, after the riots had ceased. 
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4772 1012 —=**— 

When a priest converted to Judaism in May- 
ence (Mainz, Germany), the Jews were forced to con¬ 
vert or leave. The expulsion order was with¬ 
drawn within the year. 

At around this time there was one R.Amnon in 
Mayence (Mainz Germany), of whom it is told that he 
asked for three days to consider whether to convert 
to avoid the punishment of death; and then — re¬ 
gretting having even asked for time—he pleaded for 
his (mis-spoken) tongue to be cut out. However, other 
limbs were hacked off for his refusal to convert. He 
asked to be brought to the synagogue on Rosh 
HaShana in his deathbed, where he composed the 
prayer Unetaneh Tokef as he was dying. 

R. Shimon HaGadol (ben Yitzchak), also of Mayence 
— author of many piyutm that are standard in the 
prayers of the yamim nora’im (High Holy Days) — lived at 
this time, and he served on the beit din of the city 
together with Rbnu.Gershom Me’or HaGola. 
R.Shlomo (ben Yehuda 


piyutim, had died appros 
R.Yekutiel (ben Mo: 



i, also author of 
15 years earlier, 
of the famous 


Klonymos family in Speyer (Bavaria) at this time 
— also wrote piyutim now prominent in the 
machzor (prayer book for the High Holy Days). 

Another paytan (author of piyutim) — R.Eliyahu (ben 
Shemayahu) of Bari (3. Italy) — lived at this time. 


—-— 4773 » 1013 —-— 

Many Jews were killed when the Berbers (of North¬ 


ern Africa) conquered Cordova (Spain) and divided 
Spain into many provinces ("see maps page 326). 
R.Shmuel HaNagid fled to Granada where he 
became veiy influential (see 4815\1055). 

- - 4785 1024 ——— 

R.Chanoch — who had been one of the “Four 
Captives” (see 4715\955) — died a few days af¬ 
ter he fell in the synagogue on Simchat Torah, 
in Tishrei 4785 \1024 (some say it occurred in 
4775 \1014) [Sef.Hak.q. Yuch.3.143/ Dor.Har.6.301—2]. 


—-— 4795 1035 —-— 

6,000 Jews were massacred (in what some say was 
an invasion) in Fez (Morocco) at around this time. 

-4798 1038 —-— 

R.Hai Gaon died. 

The elderly R.Hai Gaon, son of R.Sherira Gaon, 
the last — and most influential — of the ge’onim, 
died in Pumpedita on the 20th Nissan. He had 
maintained communications with an ever-increas¬ 
ing range of (scattered) Jewish communities 
throughout the whole world, but after his death 
the influential role of the metivtot of Bavel (Iraq) rap¬ 
idly declined (see 4705\945,4715\955,4800\ 1040) 

[Yuch.3.141/ Dor.Har.6.156, 304 — 5 ]. 

R.Hai (III) was succeeded by R.Chizkiyah—the grand¬ 
son of David ben Zakkai (see 4690\930) — who was 
killed two years later (see 4705\945, 4800\1040). 
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Chapter 12 

The Rishonim — Early Scholars 

Chapter 12a — Early Rishonim, Tosaphot, 
and the Crusade Massacres. 


Jewish 



-- 

Secular 

Year 




Year 

4800 



Rbnu.Gershom Me'or HaGola died. 

1040 

4848 



The Rif arrived in Spain (from Morocco). 

1088 

4856 

Crusaders ( 1 st) Destroyed Jewish Communities. 

1096 

4859 


Yerushalayim was captured by the Crusaders. 

1099 

4863 



The Rif Died. 

1103 

4865 

Rashi Died, and the Era of the Tosaphot Began. 

1105 

4895 


The Rambam (Maimonides) Was Born. 

1135 

4904 

The First (Recorded) Blood Libel Took Place. 

1144 

4907 


Crusaders (2nd) attacked Jewish communities. 

1147 

4907 

T 1 

abbenu Tam was captured by the Crusaders. 

1147 

4908 

m 

ambam's and the Radak's families left Cordova. 

1148 

4925 

— 

The Rambam visited Eretz Yisrael. 

1165 

4931 



Rabbenu Tam died. 

1171 

4935 



The Rashbam died. 

1175 

4944 



The young son of the Ri was killed. 

1184 

4948 


Jews were allowed to return to Yerushalayim. 

1187 

4949 



R.Yaakov D'Orleans was killed in London. 

1189 

4950 

Jews were massacred in England, in the 3rd Crusade. 

1190 

4951 



The Radak wrote his commentary. 

1191 

4954 



The Ramban (Nachmanides) was born. 

1194 

4959 



The Ra'avad died. 

1198 

4965 



The Rambam died. 

2204 

4996 


Rampaging mobs massacred Jews in France. 

1236 

5002 

A massive burning of the Talmud took place in Paris. 

1242 

5004 


Yerushalayim was sacked by Egyptians and Turks. 

1244 

5012 



The Inquisition began to use torture. 

1252 

5027 


The Ramban (left Spain and) settled in Eretz Yisrael. 

1267 

5030 



The Ramban died. 

1270 

5046 


The Maharam MeRothenburg was imprisoned. 

1286 

5050 


New works advanced the study of Kabbala. 

1290 


5050 The Era of the Tosaphot Concluded at Around This Time. 1290 
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Chapter 12b — Later Rishonim, 
Persecutions, and Expulsions. 


Jewish 



-- 

Secular 

Year 




Year 

5050 


All Jews were expelled from England. 

1290 

5053 


The Maharam MeRothenbnrg died in prison. 

1293 

5058 



The Rindfleisch massacres began. 

1298 

5058 


The 'Mordechai' and Hagahot Maimoniyot were killed. 

1298 

5065 


The Rashba placed a limited ban on philosophy. 

1305 

5065 


The Rosh (and his son, the Tur) arrived in Spain. 

1305 

5066 



All Jews were expelled from France. 

1306 

5070 


The Rashba died. 

1310 

5080 

2 

were massacred by the Pastoureaux Crusaders. 

1320 

5088 


The Rosh died. 

1327 

5096 


Jews of Germany were massacred by the Armledder bands. 

1336 

5098 


The Ralbag wrote his commentary on the Bible. 

1338 

5109 

The Black Death Massacres Swept Across Europe. 

1349 

5127 

The Rail, Rivash, and other scholars in Spain, were imprisoned. 

1367 

5151 

Jews of Spain were massacred — many became Marranos. 

1391 

5151 



The Rivash and Rashbatz left Spain. 

1391 

5155 


The Final expulsion of Jews from France. 

1394 

5173 


R.Yosef Albo was in a forced debate with Christians. 

1413 

5181 

Jews in Austria were massacred in the Wiener Gezera. 

1421 

5235 

The Invention of Printing Was Used For Jewish Books. 

1475 

5241 


The Inquisition was established in Spain. 

1481 

5248 


R.Ovadya Bertinnra settled in Yernshalayim. 

1488 

5251 


Columbus consulted R.Avraham Zacuto for his travels. 

1491 

5252 

All Jews Were Expelled From Spain and Sicily. 

1492 
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Major Rishonim 


Rbnu.Gershom Me'or Hagola 

960? 

1040? 

Rbnu.Chananel 

6. 985? 

d. 1057? 

R.Shmuel HaNagid 

993 

1056? 

Rif (Alfasi) 

6.1013 

d.1103 

Rashi 

1040 

1105 

Rashbam 

6.1080? 

d.1174? 

R.Avraham ibn Ezra 

1089? 

1164 

Rabbenu Tam 

6.1100? 

d.1171 

Ri (R.Yitzchak) 

1120? 

1200? 

Ra'avad 

1120? 

d.1198 

T-» » 

d Halttur 

1120? 

1193? 

\7A 

1 Hama'or 

6.1125? 

d.1186 


ibam (Maimonides) 

1135 

1204 

_ 

XV. 1 

ehuda HaChasid 

6.1150? 

d.1217 

Roke'ach (R.Elazar) 

1160? 

1237? 

Radak (Kimchi) 

1160? 

d.1235? 

Rbnu.Yona (Gerondi) 

1180? 

1263 

Ramban (Nachmanides) 

6.1194? 

d1270? 

Maharam MeRothenburg 

1215? 

1293 

Rashba 

6.1235? 

d.1310? 

Mordechai (Pirush) 

1240? 

1298 

Hagahot Maimoniyot 

6.1240? 

d.1298 

Me'iri (R.Menachem) 

1249? 

1315? 

Rosh (R.Asher) 

6.1250? 

d 1327 

Rbnu.Bachya II 

1265? 

1340 ? 

Tur (R.Yaakov ben Asher) 

6.1275? 

d.1349? 

Ralbag (Gersonides) 

1288 

1344 

Ran (R.Nissim) 

6.1290? 

d. 1380? 

Rivash 

1326 

1408? 

Maharil 

6.1360? 

d.1427 

Rashbatz 

1361? 

1444 




182 







« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View 


TOC Index 


Section IV 

UNIVERSAL DISPERSION 


Chapter 12 


The Rishonim — Early Scholars 


-3ME- 


relfth Chapter (Tekufa, era) in Jewish history 


begins with the emergence of great scholars in the 
regions of North Africa, Spain, Provence (S.E. 
France), Germany and France. This developed into a 
distinct new era of Torah scholarship. 


This chapter covers the beginning of the codification 
of the laws of the Talmud (led by the Rif and the 
Rambam), and the great commentaries to the Tal¬ 
mud (led by Rashi and Tosaphot). 


The chapter concludes when the Jews were expelled 
from Spain, after having been expelled from 
England, France and Austria, and having been 
decimated by persecutions and local (area) expul¬ 
sions in Germany, Bohemia, Moravia, Switzerland 
and Italy — virtually the whole of Central and 
Western Europe. 
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12a — Early Rishonim, Tosaphot, and the Crusade Massacres 


Chapter 12a 

Early Rishonim , Tosaphot, 

<fc the Crusade Massacres 

- 48OO 1040 - m - Shavuot — lived in Germany at this time. 

R.Moshe HaDarshan of Narbonne (Provence, 
Rbnu. Gersh om Me 'or HtiGola died. S.EFrance) also lived at this time (see 4866\ 1105). 



Rbnu.Gershom ben Yehuda Me’or HaGolah — a 
disciple of R.Yehuda ben Meir HaKohen 
(Rbnu. Leon tin) — died in Mayence (Mainz, Ger¬ 
many) where he headed the first famous yeshiva 
in Europe. (Some say he died as many as thirty 
years later). He was a prolific scribe who copied 
accurate versions of many works, and composed 
some piyutim. He is most remembered for his 
Ch’ramim (bans) andTAKKANOT (enactments), par¬ 
ticularly the one for monogamy. 
R.Chizkiyah (Gaon) (see 4798\1038) was slan¬ 
dered to the king, arrested and tortured, and 
then killed. 



48IO ^TugO 


Rbnu.Nissim Gaon died in 1050, and 
Rbnu.Chananel (ben Rbnu.Chushiel) — who 
wrote a Talmud commentary — died shortly 
thereafter (although some say he died ten years 
earlier). They both lived in Kairou’an (Tunisia ) and 
were disciples of Rbnu.Chushiel and followers 
(through correspondence) of R.Hai Gaon. 


4815 w 1055 


—— 4827 1066 -=**- 

R. Yosef ben Shmuel HaNagid of Granada (Spain) 
(see 4815\1055), was killed at the gates of the 
city on Shabbat the 9th Tevet 4827\ 1066, and 
4,000 Jews were killed in the ensuing massa¬ 
cre. The influential Jewish community of 
Granada ceased to exist for a while. 

R.Yosef Tuv Elem I — author of many famous 
piyutim, who is quoted in Rashi [ChuliMb] and in 
Tosaphot [A.z. 74b, Pes. 11 6a ]— lived at around this time. 


-**- 4848 1088 -=**- 

The Rif arrived in Spain. 

The Rif, R.Yitzchak ben Yaakov Alfasi HaKohen 
(see 4863\1103), was (some say) a disciple of 
Rbnu.Chananel and Rbnu.Nissim Gaon. Some say 
he was called Alfasi because he lived in Fez (Mo¬ 
rocco) (A1 Fazi, Rif— R.Isaac Fazi) [see Hakd.SMaG]. 
He fled Morocco in his later years, in 1088, be¬ 
cause he was denounced, and was appointed rabbi 
in Alusina (Lucene, Spain) (which was a completely 
Jewish town) shortly after his arrival there. 


R.Shmnel HaNagid died. 

R.Shmuel HaNagid — a disciple of R.Chanoch, 
and author of Mavoh LaTalmud (Introduction to the 
Talmud) — was an influential statesman in the 
province of Granada (Spain), and a prosperous, 
generous, Talmud scholar. He died in 
4815\1055, and his son R.Yosef HaNagid — who 
was a son-in-law of R.Nissim Gaon — succeeded 
him (see 4827\1066). 

R.Shlomo ibn Gvirol — to whom the piyut Adon 
Olam is attributed — was a grammarian and 
poet who lived (in Spain) at this time, and he 
wrote Tikkun Middot HaNefesh (Mussar) (see 
4928 \ 1167). 

R.Meir ben Yizchak, a scholar often quoted by 
Rashi — he was also called R.Meir Sheliach 
Tzibbur, presumably because he wrote many 
piyutim, including the famous Akdamos piyut of 


--- 4856 IO96 -~- 

Crusaders (1st) destroyed Jewish communities. 

The Pope (Urban II) declared a crusade to capture 
Yerushalayim, because of the way the Moslems 
were treating Christian pilgrims in Eretz Yisrael. 
The masses who gathered in Europe for the cru¬ 
sade, attacked many Jewish communities before 
they left. Some Jewish communities gave immense 
sums of silver and valuables, which in the end 
only sufficed to delay the attacks. 

The Jews of Speyer (Bavaria) were massacred in 
this first Crusade, on Shabbat the 8th Iyar, and 
the Jews of Virmyze (Worms, Germany) on the 23rd. 
The Jews of Cologne (Germany) were saved, on the 
25th Iyar (see Tammuz), when the Crusaders could 
not enter the city because the bishop had ordered 
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the gates closed. A number of local bishops made 
attempts to divert a local massacre, and some 
needed to hide for their own safety. 

Those Jews of Virmyze (Worms) who took refuge in a 
castle (see lyar), were massacred (during the prayer of 
Hallel for Rosh Chodesh) on the 1st Sivan. 
R.Klonymos of Rome — who succeeded R.Yaakov 
ben Yakar (see 4865\ 1105) in Worms — was killed. 
One Jew (Simcha ben Yitzchak HaKohen) stabbed 
the bishop’s nephew while being subjected to 
forced baptism, and was killed for this. 

On the 2nd Sivan, Crusaders massacred the 
Jews of Neuss (Prussia), 1,000 Jews of Mayence 
(Mainz, Germany) were massacred on the 3rd, and 
the Jews of Bachrach (Germany) were massacred 
Erev Shavu’ot (5th Sivan). 

On the 1st day of Shavu’ot, a number of Jews 
in Cologne (see lyar) chose to be killed, rather 
than be subjected to forced baptism — as was 
the case in many instances during the Cru¬ 
sade — and on the 5th Tammuz the Jews of 


Xanten (Germany) took 
than be massacred or s 
— as did many other 


m lives, rather 

. to FORCED BAPTISM 

Dther cities. 


The Jews of Mehr (Gerrnunyj were massacred on 
the 6th Tammuz and Jews of Cologne were at¬ 
tacked on the 7th, although they escaped total 
destruction (see lyar, Sivan). 

The Crusaders also attacked Jews in the cities of 
Troyes and Metz (France), Regensburg (Germany), Pra¬ 
gue (Bohemia), Pressburg (Hungary), and in other 
towns and cities in these countries before the 
Hungarians put an end to their excesses. 

The dead numbered in the tens of thousands 
(according to some), and many were subjected 
to forced baptism, although most of them con¬ 
tinued as secretly practicing Jews. Those who 
were baptized were allowed to openly return to 
Judaism one year later by Henry IV. 

Many German Jews moved east — to 
Poland-Lithuania — taking their language, 
which later became Yiddish. 


- 4859 1099 —— 

Yerushalayim was captured by the Crusatlers. 

When the Crusaders reached Yerushalayim, 
they laid a siege to it on the 15th Sivan, and 
conquered it on the 23rd Tammuz. They forced 
all Jews into a synagogue, which they set on 
fire, killing almost all; veiy few escaped from 
the city. The Christian ‘Kingdom of Jerusalem’ 
was established in which Jews were not allowed 
to live (see 4948 \1187 and 4389\629,4925\ 1165). 


Living in the Year 1100 


Rif (Alfasi) 

f 013, 

1103. 

Rashi 

6.1040, 

J1105. 

Rashbam 

1080?, 

1174?. 

R.Avraliam ibn Ezra 

6.1089?, 

c/1164. 

Rabbenu Tam 

1100 ?, 

1171. 


V J j 


4863 1103 


The Rif died. 

The Rif, R.Yitzchak Alfasi (see 4848 \ 1088), died 
at the age of 90 in Alusina (Lucene, Spain) on the 
11th lyar. Some say he died in Nissan 1123. His 
major Halacha work ‘Halachot’ follows the order 
(and is in the form of a summary) of the Talmud 
and is similar in style to the works of the Ge’onim 
(see Illustrations, Text G, H). The Ri Migash — R.Yosef 
HaLevi ibn Migash, his young disciple — suc¬ 
ceeded the Rif in his position in Alusina. 


-3M5- - 4865 1105 -«25- 

Rashi died, and the era of the Tosaphot began. 

Rashi — R.Shlomo (Yarchi) ben Yitzchak, 
(R.Shlomo Yitzchaki) — died on the 29th 
Tammuz in Troyes (France), where he was born. 
Rashi’s commentaries on Bible and Talmud (see 
Illustrations Text A, #4; Text B #3; TextE #3) were — in 
their simple clarity — a unique departure from the 
style which had prevailed until this time (see 
4863\ 1103). Rashi — a descendant of R.Yochanan 
HaSandlar, who also wrote piyutim (see 4815 \ 1055) 
— was the disciple of R.Yaakov ben Yakar (who 
was a disciple of Rbnu.Gershom Me’or HaGola), 
and of R. Yitzchak ben Asher I HaLevi, among oth- 
ers [Rashi Bet.24b-end/Shem.Hag.35a-b]. 

Rashi’s disciple R. Simcha — author of the 
Machzor Vitiy — died in the same year. 

Rashi was succeeded by the Rashbam — R. Shmuel 
ben Meir, his grandson and disciple — who also 
wrote a (lengthier) commentary on Talmud and the 
Chumash (Bible) ((see Illustrations Text A, #5). 

The Rivan — R.Yehuda ben Natan, a son-in-law of 
Rashi — has part of his commentary printed in the 
place of Rashi — around a section of the Talmud 
(Makot) — at the point where Rashi had died. He is 
mentioned in Tosaphot [Tan.27b, Zev.96a, Bech.50b, etc.]. 

At this time R.Yehuda HaLevi ben Shmuel — a 
disciple of the Rif and the Ri Migash who was 
renowned for his poetry — wrote (some say ed¬ 
ited) the Kuzari (see 4928\1167) (philosophy based 
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on a dialogue with the king of the Khazars (see 4500\740) ]. 

The Riva — R.Yitzchak ben Asher II, a disciple 
of Rashi — was one of the earliest scholars men¬ 
tioned in Tosaphot INid.39b, etc.]. 

Tosaphot were considered ‘additional’ explana¬ 
tions to Rashi’s commentary on the Talmud (see 
5050 \ 1290), and followed a new style of schol¬ 
arship, involving logical deductions from the 
Talmud [See Dor.Har.6.295]. 


-— 4866 1105 --- 

The Ba’al HeAruch, R.Natan ben Yechi’el — who 
(some say) was a disciple of Rbnu.Chananel and 
R.Moshe HaDarshan — died in Rome in 
4866\ 1105. It was there that he wrote the Sefer 
HeAruch (a Talmudic Aramaic-Herrew dictionary), which 
some say he completed one year before he died. 


4885 1125 


All Jews were expelled 
from the rest of the pr 



ent (Belgium), and 

f Flanders. 


4886 1126 


R. Baruch ben Yitzchak I — a disciple of the Rif — 
died in Elul 1126. His disciple (and nephew) was 
R.Avraham ben David (ibn Daud), Ra’avad I, au¬ 
thor of Sefer HaKabbala (narrative-history) , who was (later) 
killed for refusing to convert to Christianity. 


4895 1135 


The Rambam (Maimonides) was born. 

The Rambam — R.Moshe ben Maimon, a descen¬ 
dant of King David — was born on 14th Nissan, 
and was a child when he saw — and was blessed 
by — the Ri Migash (see 4863\ 1103). The Ram- 


bam then considered him 

[Shem.Hag. 1.49a/Mmn.HU. Sh. Up. 5.6]. 

as his 

teacher 

f 

Living in the Year 1140 



Rashbam 

1080?, 

1174?. 


R.Avraliam ibn Ezra 

1089?, 

( 1 1164. 


Rabbenu Tam 

1100?, 

1171. 


Ri (R.Yitzchak) 

(,.1120?, 

1200? 


Ra'avad 

1120?, 

1198. 


Ba'al Halttur 

Id 120?, 

1193?. 


Ba'al Hama'or 

1125?, 

1186. 


Rambam (Maimonides) 

(..1135, 

d.1204. 

J 
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—^— 4901» 1141 —**— 

The Ri Migash (see 4895\ 1135) died on the 30th 

Nissan. 


-**- 4904 » 1144 -**- 

The first recorded blood libel took place. 

On the second day of Pesach 1144, the Jews of 
Norwich (England) were accused of using Chris¬ 
tian blood for Pesach (Passover) ritual purposes. 
This was the first recorded anti-Jewish blood 
libel (see Av 5050\ 1290). 

-—- 4906 1146 —-— 

R. Peter ben Yosef — a disciple of Rabbenu Tam 
(see 4950\1190) — was killed (according to 
some) in Austria. 


-**- 4907 1147 -**- 

Crusaders (2nd) attacked Jewish communities. 

When the remnants of the first Crusaders lost 
some territory in the Middle East to the Turks, 
the Pope (Eugene III) proclaimed a second Cru¬ 
sade to restore Christian power in the area. 
These Crusaders also massacred Jews (see 
4856\1096) before leaving for the Middle East, 
where they failed. 

The Jews of Wurtzburg (Germany) were massacred 
on the 24th Adar, and the Jews of Cologne (Ger¬ 
many) were attacked on the 23rd Nissan, although 
many Jews fled to the safety of the mountains or 
castles. The Jews of Bachrach (Germany) were at¬ 
tacked on the 5th Sivan (Erev Shavu’ot). 

Rabbenu Tam was captured by the Crusaders. 

Rabbenu Tam, R.Yaakov ben Meir (see 
4931\1171), was a grandson of Rashi and a son 
of R.Meir (who is mentioned in Tosaphot [Kid.59a, 
Shab.56a, etc. y). Rabbenu Tam — one of the leading 
Ba’alei Tosaphot (authors ofTosaphot) (see 4865\ 1105, 
5050\1290) — was captured by the Crusaders in 
Ramerupt (France), on the second day of Shavu’ot. 
They ransacked his home and tore his Sefer 
Torah scroll into pieces. He escaped the 
next day — with serious injuries — after 
being left in a field; some say he escaped 
with the help of a friendly knight. 
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—**— 4908 1148 —^— 

The Rambam’sfamily, and the Radak'sfather, left 
Cordova. 

The Jews of Cordova (Spain) were attacked by anti- 
Jewish rioters, and many synagogues were de¬ 
stroyed on the 24th Tammuz 1148. When a fa¬ 
natical Islamic sect took power in Cordova, the 
Jews were forced to convert (which some did, re¬ 
taining their Jewish religion secretly) and many 
fled the country, including R.Maimon ben Yosef, 
father of the Rambam, and his family (see 
4925\ 1165); R.Yosef Kimchi, father of the Radak 
(see 4951\1191), who settled in Narbonne (Provence, 
S.E.France); and R.Yehuda ibn Tibbon (see 
4928\ 1167) who settled in Lunel (Provence). 


4910 1150 


R.Zerachyah (ben Yitzchak) HaLevi — called the 
RaZah and the Ba’al — was writing 

his work HaMa’or (com 


Rif) (see Illustrations, Text G) 
S.E.France). (The Rambam a r 


he "Halachot" of the 
in Lunel (Provence, 
take extreme excep¬ 
tion to one of his Halacha rulings [Mmn.Hil.Mam. 4.1/ HaMa’or 
HaKatan on Rif Pes.7a(Tal.Pes.28a), Ra’avad/TBY.O.C.443]). 


the Riva — wrote Even HaEzer (Halacha, Customs) 
and corresponded with Rabbenu Tam and the 
Rashbam. He is mentioned in Tosaphot [shev. 26 b, 
Shab. 69b, etc./Shem.Hag. 1.1 Ob]. 

R.Eliezer of Metz (France) (R’EM, R.Eliezer MiMetz) 
was a disciple of Rabbenu Tam and the Ri. He 
wrote the Sefer Yere’im (Halacha, Ethics), and is men¬ 
tioned in Tosaphot [Shab.36a, 64a, ChuL26b, etc.]. 

- *25 - - 4924 1164 - ®25 - 

R. Avraham ben Meir ibn Ezra — who wrote a com¬ 
mentary on the Bible (see Illustrations Text A, #6) — 

died on Rosh Chodesh Adar 1164, after his wife 
and children had all died (on separate occasions). 
There are other opinions as to when he died [Sed. 
Had. 5934 ]. He had discussions with Rabbenu Tam, 
on his many wanderings (see 4919\1158), and 
is mentioned in Tosaphot [R.H.i3a, Tan. 20 b, Kid.37b.]. He 
was a close contemporary of R.Yehuda HaLevi — 
many say they were related — and he is still known 
in the world of mathematics. 

--- 4925 w 1165 --- 

The Rambam visited Eretz Yisrael. 


4919 1158 


R. Avraham ibn Ezra (see 4924\ 1164) wrote a letter 
about Shabbat, in London on the 14th of Tevet. 



-- 4921 ll6l -**- 

Rbnu.Bachya I ben Yosef (ibn Paquda) (Rabbenu 
Bachaye) wrote Chovat HaLevavot (Mussar) in Ara¬ 
bic (see 4928\1167), around 1161 (in Spain). 
Some say it was written earlier. 

R.Eliezer ben Natan, the Ravan — a disciple of 


After fleeing Cordova (see 4908 \1148) where he 
was born, the Rambam spent some time travel¬ 
ling, before settling in Fez (Morocco) for some five 
years. Due to forced Islamic conversions by radi¬ 
cals (see 4958\1198), he left Fez with his family 
and sailed to Eretz Yisrael. His ship was threat¬ 
ened by a storm, but reached Acco (Acre) on the 
3rd Sivan. Six months later, he visited Yerusha- 
layim (see 4859\ 1099). He subsequently left Eretz 
Yisrael for Egypt, and settled in Fostat (old Cairo), 
where he reversed the overriding influence of the 
Kra’im (see 4523\763) that then prevailed 

[Mmn.HiLMel.5.7, Radvaz]. 


—— 4928 1167 —=**— 

R. David ben Levi — of whom little else is known 
— was killed in Virmyze (Worms, Germany) on the 
21 st Cheshvan, 4928 \ 1 167. 

R.Yehuda ibn Tibbon (see 4908\1148) trans¬ 
lated a number of works from Arabic into He¬ 
brew. These included: Emunot VeDeyot (see 
4690\930), the Kuzari (see 4865\ 1105), Tikkun 
Middot HaNefesh (see 4815\1055), and Chovat 
HaLevavot (see 4921 \ 1161). 

There was a blood libel in Gloucester (England) 
in 1168 (see 4904\l 144). 
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—**— 4931» 1171 ——— 

Rabbenu Tain died. 

Fifty-one Jews were burned at the stake (because 
of a blood libel) in Blois (France) on the 20th Sivan, 
and — according to some — Rabbenu Tam (see 
4907\ 1147) declared it a fast day, before his death 
(only two weeks later) on the 4th Tammuz. 
Rabbenu Tam was a brother of the Rashbam (see 
4865\1105) — and his disciple — and of the 
Rivam (who had died at a young age, leaving 
seven orphans, and some piyutim still said today). 
Rabbenu Tam wrote the Sefer HaYashar (Pimsh Sugiyot 
and Sh'elot UTeshuvot), and his Beit din was considered 
the leading Talmudic authority in his generation 
lTos.Git.36b/ Sed.Had.4930/ Shem.Hag.]. Rabbenu Tam had 

eighty disciples sitting before him when he lectured 
(see 4935\1175) [Yam.Sh.Sh.Hakd..]. 


Marseilles, completed forty years of work on his 
encyclopedic Halacha work, Sefer Halttur, in which 
he often mentions the Sefer Yere’im (see 4921 \ 1161). 

-=**- 4941 H8l -—- 

Jews were seized in Paris while attending services 
on Shabbat 25th Adar, and were held for ransom. 
There was a blood libel in Bury St.Edmunds 

(England) in 1181. 

-—- 4942 » 1182 -=**- 

There was a blood libel in Saragossa (Spain). All Jews 
were expelled from part of France (see 4958\ 1198). 

—4944 1184 —=**— 


4932 1172 


The Ra’avad (III) was i 
S.E. France) for a short w 


ed (in Provence, 
1 false charge. 


4933 1173 


The young son of the Ri was kiRed. 

R.Elchanan — the son and disciple of the Ri 
(see 4935\1175) — was killed in Dampierre 
(France) in 1184 during the life of his father 
[otz.Hag. 2 . 1 55]. He composed piyutim and is men¬ 
tioned in Tosaphot [Zev.45b, Sheu.25a, B.M.lllb, etc.]. 


Binyamin ben Yona of Tudela (Spain) travelled ex¬ 
tensively, and recorded what he saw in Masa’ot 
Binyamin (or Sefer HaMasa’ot), a valuable record 
of Jewish communities at this time. 

R.Petachyah of Regensburg also travelled ex¬ 
tensively at this time, and a description of his 
travels was documented in a book called Sivuv. 

—-— 4935 1175 —-— 

The Rashbam died. 

The Rashbam was very old when he died in 
4935\ 1174 (see 4931\1171). 

The Ri — or “Ri HaZaken’, R.Yitzchak ben Shmuel 
of Dampierre (France) — was one of the leading 
Ba’aleiTosaphot (see 4865\1105, 5050\1290). He 
was a grandson of R.Simcha (see 4865\1105), a 
great-grandson of Rashi, and a disciple of his 
uncle, Rabbenu Tam (see 4931 \ 1171). He lec¬ 
tured to sixty disciples (see 4931\1171), each one 
of them thoroughly conversant in a different sec¬ 
tion (Mesechta) of the Talmud, which allowed 
them instant clarification of any issue. 

—-— 4939 1179 —-— 

The Ba’al Halttur, R.Yitzchak ben Abba Mari of 


-=**- 4946 w 1186 -=**- 

Aaron of Lincoln (England) — the richest man in En¬ 
gland, who was said to be worth over 15,000 pounds 
when died — had (in addition) such vast sums owed 
to him that the king (Henry II) immediately seized 
his estate, and royal officials set up the “exchequer 
of Aaron” ( Scaccarium Aaronis) to deal with it. After six¬ 
teen years they only succeeded in recovering ap¬ 
proximately half of the debts owed him. Some of his 
debtors included kings, counts, the archbishop (of 
Canterbury), and many other nobles. This laid the 
ground for a system of debt registries for Jewish 
loans in various cities of England, which enabled 
the king to oversee Jewish lending and facilitate 
easier raising of Jew-taxes. 

—— 4948 H87 -=**- 

Jews were allowed to return to Yerushalayim. 

Jews were allowed to return to Yerushalayim when 
Saladin — Sultan of Egypt, whose personal physi¬ 
cian was the Rambam (see 4925\1165) — recap¬ 
tured it from the Christians (see 4859\ 1099). 
R.Shimshon ben Avraham of Shantz (Sens, France) 
later emigrated to Eretz Yisrael (see 4962W202, 
497 I\I2I I). He was one of the leading Ba’alei Tosa- 
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phot (see 5050\ 1290), is referred to in Tosaphot as 
‘Rashba’, and is also called Ish Yerushalayim. 
He was the author of Tosaphot Shantz and the 
Pirush Rash, a commentaiy on some Mishna (see 
Illustrations, TextD, #2). His older brother, R.Yitzchak, 
is referred to in Tosaphot as the ‘Ritzba’, as ‘Ri 
HaBachur’ (to distinguish him from “Ri HaZaken’ 
(see 4939\1179)), and sometimes as the “Riva’ 
[otz.Hag.5.21 ia], (although Riva usually refers to 
R.Yitzchak ben Asher II (see 4865\ 1105)) [shem.Hag. 
35a-bj. Both brothers were disciples of Rabbenu Tam 
and the Ri (see 4931\1171, 4935\1175). 


(f 




Living in the Year 1190 

Ri (R.Yitzchak) 

1120 :, 1200 ?. 

Ra'avad 

b.1120?, 1.1198. 

Ba'al Halttur 

1120?, 1193?. 

Ba'al Hama'or 

0.1125?, 1186. 

Rambam (Maimonides) 

1135, 1204. 

R.Yehuda HaChasid 

1150?, 1217. 

Rokc'ach (R.Elazar) 

1160?, 1237?. 

Radak (Kimchi) 

1160?, 1235?. 

11 Rbnu.Yona (Gcrondi) 

1180?, 1263. JJ 


4949 1189 


Torah lectures (in a special arrangement, so that 
the (male) students could not see her). 


II. Yaakov D 'Orleans was killetl in London. 


R.Yaakov of Orleans — a disciple of Rabbenu Tam 
who hinself is mentioned in Tosaphot [Ket.47a, 
zev.55b, Nid.8a, etc.) (and sometimes as “Rabbenu Tam”) 
— was killed with many other Jews in the anti- 
Jewish riots which took 


at the coronation of Ric 
King Richard later wen 



Elul, in London, 
le Lion-Hearted), 
usade to try and 


recapture Yerushalayim (see 4948 \1187). 


-=**- 4950 ^ 1190 -^- 

Jews masscwreil in England in the 3rd Crusatle. 

A crusading enthusiasm swept England (see 
4949M 189, 4952W 192, 4956\l 196). The Jews of Nor¬ 
wich were massacred on 28th Shvat (see 4904\l 144), 
and the Jews of Stamfordfair were massacred on 
27 Adar. The Jews of York refused to be sub¬ 
jected to forced baptism, and R.Eliyahu — a dis¬ 
ciple of Rabbenu Tam (see 4906M 146) — was killed 
there, (another disciple of Rabbenu Tam was 
killed in York in 1191 (see 495 l\l 191); while on the 
7th Nissan many brought about their own mass 
deaths (and since then the Jewish custom is not to stay over¬ 
night in York). On the 9th of Nissan, fifty-seven Jews 
were killed in Bury St.Edmunds (England). 

One hundred Jews were burned to death in 
France, by order of the king. 

R.Shmuel ben Eli HaLevi was head of the vibrant 
yeshiva in Baghdad which had been reconstituted 
— by his father who was a descendant of Shmuel 
HaNavi (the Prophet) — from the old academies 
in Sura and Pumpedita. He was not completely 
successful in his attempt, in 1190, to have the 
position of Reish Galuta (Exilarch) abolished so 
that the funds could be diverted to the yeshiva. 
He had a Halacha disagreement with the Ram- 
bam, and had a veiy learned daughter who gave 


-^- 4951 1191 -=**- 

The Kodak wrote his commentary. 

R.David ben Yosef Kimchi of Narbonne 
(Provence, S.E.France), the Radak, (who was very 
young when his father died, see 4908\ 1148), 
wrote his commentary on the T’nach (Bible) 
at around this time (see 4992\ 1232)(see Illus¬ 
trations, Text b, #4). 

A disciple of Rabbenu Tam, R.Yom Tov— author of 
Omnam Kein (piyut which is said on Yom Kippur evening) — 
was killed in York (England) (see 4950\ 1190). 


-=**- 4952 w H92 -=**- 

R.Yaakov of Corbeil — a disciple of Rabbenu 
Tam who is mentioned in Tosaphot ]shab.27a, Bet.6b, 
Ket.i 2 b, etc.] — was killed (some say in Corbeil) in 
1192 (see 4950\1190, 4051\1191). 

—-— 4953 1193 —-— 

There was a blood libel in Winchester (England) 
(see 4950\ 1190). 

—-— 4954 ^ 1194 —-— 

The Ramban was born. 

R.Moshe ben Nachman, the Ramban (see 5030\ 
1270), was bom in Gerona (Spain) on the 12th Elul. 

— 4956 H96 -=**- 

Fifteen Jews (including an advisor to the duke) 
were massacred in Vienna by participants in 
the 3rd Crusade (see 4950\1190). 
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R.Yitzchak ben Asher III (see 4948 \1187) — who 
was named after his grandfather the ‘Riva’ (see 
4865\ 1105) — was killed in Speyer (Germany). 


—-— 4957 1197 —-— 

On the 6th Adar 1197, R.Shmuel ben Natrunai 
— a son-in-law and disciple of the ‘Ravan’ (see 
4921 \ 1161) — was tortured and then killed, 
with many other Jews in Neuss (France). 
Another son-in-law of the Ravan — R.Yoel ben 
Yitzchak HaLevi, a disciple of R.Ephrayim of 
Regensberg (who in turn was a disciple of 
Rabbenu Tam) who also wrote piyutim — lived 
in Bonn for many years before he became rabbi 
in Cologne (see 4977\1217). 


4958 1197 


R.Elazar ben Yehuda Roke’ach — of Virmyze (Worms, 
Germany) (see 4998\ 1237' author of the Roke’ach 


— was wounded (somi 
killed his wife and chile 


Crusaders) who 
he 22nd Kislev. 


4958 1198 


Jews were allowed to return to the areas of ex¬ 
pulsion in France in 1198 (see 4942 \1182). 
Jews of North Africa — even those who had 
openly converted to Islam, whilst secretly re¬ 
maining Jews (see 4925\ 1165) — were required 
to wear special dress (see 4610\850). 


—-— 4959 1198 —-— 

The Ra'avad died. 

The Ra’avad — (Ra’avad III), R.Avraham ben 
David of Posquieres (Provence, S.E.France) (see 
4932\1172) a son-in-law of Ra’avad II, (R.Av¬ 
raham ben Yitzchak Av Beit din) — died on the 
26th Kislev. He was born in Narbonne (Provence, 
S.EFrance), established a yeshiva in Posquieres, and 
wrote Hasagot (critical comments, sometimes acerbic) on 
the Rambam (see Illustrations, Text I, #2), on the Rif and 
on HaMa’or (see 4910 \ 1150). 


4962 1202 


quested, unsuccessfully, that study of the 
Rambam’s philosophical works be prohibited 
below a certain age (see 4992\1232). He also 
raised these doubts with the scholars in north¬ 
ern France, and R.Shimshon (Ba’al Tosaphot 
Shantz, see 4948 \1187] replied with respect and 
admiration for the Rambam, whose works he 
had apparently just seen. 


-— 4963 ^3gg? 1203 --- 

R.Yaakov HaChasid (HaLevi) of Marvege (France) 
recorded an entry in his Sh’elot UTeshuvot Min 
HaShamayim (Responsa from Heaven) on the 
29th Elul 4963 (1203). 

R. Baruch ben Yitzchak II — a disciple of the Ri 
— wrote the Sefer HaTeruma, and is mentioned 
in Tosaphot [A.z.9b, 76a, Yom.46b]. He later settled in 
Eretz Yisrael. 

R.Avraham ben Natan HaYarchi — who had left 
Lunel (Provence, S.E.France) (hence the name 
HaYarchi, for lunar’), and had travelled through 
Germany and Provence — settled in Spain where 
he wrote his Sefer HaManhig. 


— 4965 f ^ gg ? 1204 --- 

The Rambam died. 

The Rambam, R.Moshe ben Maimon (Mai- 
monides), died on 20th of Tevet. R.Avraham, his 
19-year-old son (and disciple) succeeded him. The 
Rambam’s Halacha code, Yad HaChazaka - 
Mishneh Torah (see Illustrations, Text I,# I) — an ency¬ 
clopedic compilation (in Hebrew) of all Talmudic 
law in a brilliant and original systematic arrange¬ 
ment (which was a departure from previous 
works, see 4863\ 1103, 4865\ 1105) — was rap¬ 
idly accepted as the final word in Jewish law in 
the Sephardic communities (see 4996\1236) 

[Tsh.Mhrm.Alashkar. 96.p.260-end/etc.]. In SL letter, five years 
before his death, he had praised and encouraged 
R.Shmuel ben Yehuda ibn Tibbon — the son of a 
translator, see 4928\1167 — for his work on 
translating his Moreh Nevuchim (Guide for the Perplexed, 
philosophy) from Arabic into Hebrew. Among other 
works, the Rambam also wrote a commentary on 
Mishna (see 5070\1310) (see Illustrations, TextD, #3). 


A letter was sent to the Torah scholars of Lunel 
(Provence, S.E.France) — by (the young) R.Meir ben 
Todros Abulafia HaLevi, the ‘Ramah’ of Toledo 
(Spain) (see 5004 \ 1244) — raising doubts about 
the philosophical views of the Rambam. He re¬ 


-®- 4966 1206 —=**— 

A number of Jews were killed in Halle (Germany) 
and the rest were expelled. 
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—4969 1209 —**— 

Two hundred Jews were killed in a massacre 
in Beziers (Provence, S.E.France), on the 19th Av. 


-=**- 4971 «■*' 1210 -=**- 

Jews were imprisoned (for ransom) in England, 
by order of the king, on the 13th Cheshvan. 


-- 4971 » 1211 -- 

A group of 300 Talmud scholars (from France 
and England) emigrated to Eretz Yisrael, sub¬ 
sequent to the emigration of R.Shimshon (Ba’al 
Tosaphot Shantz, see 4948 \1187, 4962\1202) 

[See Encpd.Jud. 14.778]. 


4977 w 1216 


The Pope (Innocent III) iss 
Jews to wear a badge 


rder in Tevet for 
r to distinguish 
them from the rest of the population (see 
46I0\850, 4958\l 198). (This order was followed in 
various ways, and in different countries, for five 
centuries.) Many Jews in England paid money 
in order to be exempted from wearing the badge 
(see Av 5050\ 1290), and Jews in Spain threat¬ 
ened to leave the Christian controlled part of 
the country. 


Although the Mongol ruler Genghis Khan was 
the greatest conqueror of all times — (his empire 
being three times the geographical size of Alexander's), and 
despite his having conquered areas of Jewish 
populations (Persia, Bukhara, etc.) — nevertheless there 
is no documentation of any effect on Jewish life 
(see 5020\1260, 5051\1291). 






Living in the Year 1220 

Rokc'adi (R.Elazar) 

1160?, 

12371. 

Raclak (Kimchi) 

1160?, 

c/,1235?. 

Rbnu.Yona (Gen nidi) 

1180:, 

1263. 

Ramban (Nachmanides) 

hi 194:, 

d.1270?. 

Maharam MeRothenburg 

1215:, 

1293. 




4981 1221 


Many Jews were killed in Erfurt (Germany) in a mas¬ 
sacre on the 25th Sivan, and some threw them¬ 
selves into the flames of the burning synagogue. 
The Jews of Sicily and Pisa (Italy) were ordered 
to wear a blue badge, and to grow beards (see 
4977 \1216). 


--- 4985 1225 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Cremona and Pavia 
(N. Italy) — within fifty years they were resettling 
there. 


4988 1227 


—=**— 4977 «■' 1217 —=**— 

R. Yehuda HaChasid of Regensburg (Germany) — 
a disciple of the Ri, and author of Sefer 
HaChasidim (Mussar, Halacha, KABBALA-Customs) , and 
the assumed author of the Anim Zemirot piyut 
— died on the 13th Adar. He learned his Kab- 
bala concepts from his father — R.Shmuel Ha¬ 
Chasid (ben Klonymos), about whom it is said that 
he Composed the Shir HaYichud [Maharal, RYaakov Em- 
denj — who had received them from his ancestors 
(see 4998\ 1237). He was a leader of a group of ex¬ 
tremely devout scholars, called Chassidei Ashkenaz. 
He is mentioned in Tosaphot [B.M.sbj. 

R.Eliezer ben Yoel HaLevi, — the ‘Raviyah’, a dis¬ 
ciple of (his grandfather) the ‘Ravan’, R.Yehuda 
HaChasid, and R.Eliezer of Metz — lived in Ger¬ 
many, succeeded his father as rabbi in Cologne 
(see 4957\1197), and was the author of Avi 
HaEzri and Avi Assaf (both Halacha). He is men¬ 
tioned in Tosaphot [Tan. 13a, Pes. 100 b, Chul.47b]. 


R.Ezra (HaNavi) of Gerona (Spain) — a disciple of 
R. Yitzchak Sagi Nahor (the blind son of the ‘Ra’avad’, 
who was extremely well versed in the Kabbala he 
had learned from his father) — was a teacher of 
the Ramban, and is mentioned in Tosaphot 
[shev.25a, B.B. 28 a, cut 88a]. He died on the 9th Tevet. 
R.Shmuel HaSardi of Spain was a contempo¬ 
rary and disciple of the Ramban, and he wrote 
Sefer HaTerumot. 

-=**- 4990 1230 -^- 

Jews of Wiener-Neustadt (Austria) were attacked 
for eleven days by anti-Jewish rioters. 

Many Jews were killed, and many were forced 
to convert to Christianity in Astorga (Spain). 

-**- 4992 1232 -^- 

The Jews were massacred in Marrakesh (Morocco). 
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R.Shlomo (ben Avraham, Min HaHar) — of Mont¬ 
pelier (Provence, S.E France), who was respected by his 
contemporaries, the Ramban and the ‘Ramah’ 
— was concerned over the tendency towards the 
study of philosophy; he attempted to prohibit 
such studies (see 4962\1202), including the 
Rambam’s works. This raised a controversy in¬ 
volving others (see 5024\1263), in which the 
Ramban, a recognized leader, appeared to be a 
mediator, and the (elderly) Radak supported the 
Rambam’s works. Nevertheless, the controversy 
passed into non-Jewish hands, and there was a 
burning of the Rambam’s works (see 5002 \ 1242). 

—-— 4995 ^ 1235 —-— 

Seven Jews were tortured and burned at the stake, 
in Bischofsheim (Germany), on the 10th Shvat. 


was a disciple of R.Yehuda HaChasid, and he wrote 
the Sefer Roke’ach (Halacha, Customs, Mussar) in which 
some of his teaching are attributed to direct trans¬ 
mission (through R.Yehuda HaChasid) all the way 
back to R.Shimon HaPakuli (see 3836\76, 
4977\1217) [Shorn.Hag. 1.11 a]. 


Cc \ 


Living in the Year 1240 

Rbnu.Yona (Gerondi) 

1180?, 

1263. 

Ramban (Nachmanides) 

1,1194?, 

d 1270?. 

Maharam McRothcnburg 

1215?, 

1293. 

Rashba 

1235?, 

d 1310?. 

Moidechai (Pi msb) 

1240?, 

1298. 

A Hagaliot Maimoniyot 

1240?, 

1/1298. JJ 


5000 1240 


4996 w 1235 


Thirty-four Jews were k 
blood libel, on the 18th 


alda (Germany) in a 

le 5007\1247). 


4996 1236 


R.Moshe ben Yaakov of Coucy (France) travelled 
through Provence and Spain, encouraging Jews in 
keeping Mitzvot — particularly Tefillin — and pre¬ 
venting intermarriage in Spain. He wrote the Sefer 
Mitzvot Gadol (S’MaG) — which made use of the 
Rambam’s work—and it received broad acceptance 
in the Ashkenazi communities (see 4965 \1204). He 
is mentioned in Tosaphot / Me.i6a, az. 13a, Ber.ub, etc.]. His 
brother in law was R.Shimshon, mentioned in Tosa¬ 
phot as HaSar MiCoucy (the Count — or sir — of 

Coucy) [Me. 9b, Ber.9a, 14a, etc.]. 


The Pope (Gregory IX) ordered the confiscation of 
all copies of the Talmud and other Jewish books, 
on the 16th Tammuz 1239; and consequently 
on the 7th Adar -2 1240, all copies of the Talmud 
were confiscated in France. R.Yechi’el of Paris 
— who is mentioned in Tosaphot [ Yom.i8b ], and was 
a disciple of R.Yehuda of Paris (who was a de¬ 
scendant of Rashi) — was forced to debate (see 
5014\1254) the meshumad (apostate) who had li¬ 
beled the Talmud. R.Moshe of Coucy (see 
4996\1236) also attended the debate, which be¬ 
gan on the 4th Tammuz 1240. Despite the elo¬ 
quence of the defenders, the Talmud was burned 
two years later, see 5002\1242. 

All Jews were expelled from the province of Brit¬ 
tany (France) by the local duke, in Tammuz 1240. 

—^— 5001 w 1241 —**— 


Rampaging mobs massacred Jews in France. 

Over 2,500 Jews were killed in France by 
rampaging mobs (some say crusaders). The Jews 
of Narbonne (Provence, S.E France) were saved, and in 
commemoration they instituted a local Purim (which 
is the first recorded) on the 21st Adar. 

—— 4998 1237 -~— 

R.Avraham Maymuni HaNagid — the only son 
of the Rambam (see 4965\ 1204) — died on the 
18th Kislev 4998\1237. He was succeeded by 
his son R.David HaNagid (see 5045\1285), who 
wrote DeRashot R.David (or Midrash David). 
R.Elazar ben Yehuda Roke’ach (see 4958\1197) 


Most of the Jews of Frankfort am Main were 
massacred, and the Jewish quarter was de¬ 
stroyed on the 14th Sivan. 

Many Jews were killed in Bohemia when the 
Tartars invaded the country. 

The Jews in (Christian) Spain were forced to at¬ 
tend conversion sermons by an order of the king 
(James I of Aragon) issued in 1241 (see 5023 \ 1263). 

-**- 5002 1242 -**- 

A massive burning of the Talmud in Paris. 

Twenty-four wagon loads of handwritten copies of 
the Talmud, as well as other Jewish books — all 
hand-written and hand-made before the invention of 
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printing (see 5235\1475) —were burned, in Tam- 
muz, as a result of events two years earlier, see 
5000\ 1240. This Erev Shabbat Parshat Chukat 
was observed as a fast day for generations, to com¬ 
memorate the monumental loss from which To¬ 
rah scholarship in France never really recovered 
(see 5066\ 1306). Some say that this burning took 
place at the same location in Paris as had an¬ 
other burning nine years earlier (see 4992 \ 1232). 


libel in Fulda (see 4995\ 1235) were true. Upon 
much investigation, he concluded that blood 
libels were false. The Pope (Innocent IV) who had 
ordered the burning of the Talmud (see 
5004\1244), stated in 1247 that blood libels 
were false. 

However, that same year many Jews in Valreas 
(France) were tortured — some mutilated, others 
killed, and all the rest imprisoned (with Jewish 
properties confiscated) — in a blood libel. 


5003 1243 


5008 1248 


Jews were burned to death in Belitz (near Berlin, 
Germany) in the first recorded libel of ritual des¬ 
ecration. (The charge — called ‘desecration of the 
host’ — was that Jews purposely desecrated one 
of the Christian sacraments.) 

Eleven Jews were killed in a blood libel in 
Kitzingen (Germany). 


5004 



Egyptians and Turks sacked Yerushalayim. 


Most Jews fled from Yerushalayim, but some were 
killed by the hordes who sacked the city and mas¬ 
sacred the inhabitants, leaving almost no Jews 
there (see 4948 \1187, 5027\1267). 

On the 26th Adar, the Pope (Innocent IV) ordered 
further burnings of the Talmud (see 5002 \ 
1242). 

The ‘Ramah’ of Toledo (Spain) (see 4962\1202) — 
a close contemporary of the Ramban, who was 
well versed in Kabbala and was author of Yad 
Ramah (Chidushim) — died on the 18th Nissan. 
R.Yeshayahu HaZaken of Trani (Italy), who wrote 
Tosaphot Rid (R.Yeshayahu DTrani), was the 
leading Torah scholar in Italy. He had great 
respect for his contemporary, R.Yitzchak (ben 
Moshe) of Vienna — who was a disciple of the 
‘Raviyah’, R.Yehuda HaChasid, and R.Yehuda 
of Paris. R.Yitzchak of Vienna wrote the Sefer 
Or Zaru’a, which was later abbreviated by his 
son, R.Chaim (Eliezer). 


5007 1247 


In France, Christians were forbidden to have 
contact with Jews. 

-=**- 5010 w 1250 -=**- 

The Jews of Tunisia (Northern Africa) were required 
by their Muslim rulers to wear a special badge 

(see 46I0\850, 4977\I2I6). 

A new government which oppressed the Jews, 
began to rule in Egypt (and spread to surround¬ 
ing countries in Northern Africa). Conditions of 
Jewish life in that region declined significantly. 

-=**- 5012 1252 -- 

The Inquisition began to use torture. 

The Inquisition was a series of (localized, 
church) courts empowered — by the central 
authority, the presiding Pope — to investigate 
and judge Christian heretics, who could be 
punished and/or killed. Initially established 
in 1184 by the Pope, to “do away with” the 
growing heresy in southern France, it was re¬ 
enforced in the 1230’s. In 1252, the Pope (Inno¬ 
cent IV) (see 5007\1247, 5013\1253) allowed the 
use of torture during these investigations of her¬ 
esy. The Inquisition was later expanded to other 
areas of Europe (see 5038\1278, 5241\1481, 
5301 \ 1540), and later to Central and Southern 
America (see 5330\1570). 

Jews were subsequently open to such charges of 
‘heresy’ — just for being Jewish — (see 
5038\ 1278) and torture was a tool for extracting 
“confessions”. 


Many Jews were killed, and others were forc¬ 
ibly converted to Islam, in Meknes (Morocco) , with 
the rise of a new radical government. 

Emperor Frederick II had planned to kill all the 
Jews (in his Holy Roman Empire) if the blood 


--- 5013 — 1253 --- 

The Pope (Innocent IV, see 5013\1253) ordered the 
expulsion of all Jews from Vienne (France) in Av. 
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—-— 5014 — 1254 —-— 

A Jewish participant in a religious debate (see 
5000\I240, 5023M263) in Cluny (France) was killed 
by a Christian knight. 


--- 5015 1255 --- 

Many (prominent) Jews were killed in En¬ 
gland, in the blood libel of Lincoln, on the 
24th Elul 1255 — the same year that 
R.Eliyahu Menachem ben Moshe was re¬ 
moved from his position of Chief Rabbi in 
London, because he refused to force his fel¬ 
low Jews to pay a heavy tax. 


5017 1257 


All Jews of Rome were required to wear a Jew’s 
badge in 1257 (see 4977 \1216, 5019\1259). 


5019 



The Jews of Mayence (Mainz, Germany) were re¬ 
quired to wear a Jew’s badge ("see 5017\l 257). 


7-- 

Living in the Year 1260 

-Y 

Kbnu.Yona (Gerondi) 

1180?, 

1263. 

Ramban (Nadunanides) 

/).1194’, 

4.1270?. 

Maliaram Mdtothenburg 

1215?, 

1293. 

Rashba 

1235?, 

4.1310?. 

Moidechai (Piiush) 

1240?, 

1298. 

Hagahot Maimoniyot 

1240?, 

4.1298. 

Me'iii (RJMenachem) 

1249?, 

1315?. 

Rosh (R. Asher) 

1250?, 

4.1327. Jj 


5020 1260 


of Aragon (Spain) (see 5001\ 1241) to debate (see 
5014\ 1254) a meshumad (apostate) on the 12th Av 
1263, and although he did so quite success¬ 
fully, nevertheless he had to leave Aragon be¬ 
cause of the ensuing controversy. The king or¬ 
dered that all references to (early) Christian¬ 
ity be censored and removed from the Talmud 
— the most elaborate of the very few (inde¬ 
pendent) works that contain documentation 
of that era. 


- - 5024 1263 —-— 

Rbnu.Yona — (HaChasid) (ben Avraham) Gerondi 
(Gerona, Spain), who was a disciple and supporter of 
R.Shlomo Montpelier (see 4992\ 1232) — died in 
Cheshvan 5024\1263. He was a cousin and 
mechutan of the Ramban, and the author of 
Sha’arei Teshuva (Mussar) and Chidushim. 


—— 5024 1264 -**- 

Jews of Arnstadt (Germany) were attacked and 
massacred by anti-Jewish rioters on 11th Av. 

--- 5025 1265 --- 

Twenty Jews were killed in Koblenz (Germany). 


- - 5026 1266 —=**— 

R.Avraham, a ger tzedek from Augsburg (Germany), 
was killed on the 22nd Kislev 5026\1265. 
Twelve Jews were killed in Cologne (Germany) in 

Tammuz. 

All Jews were ordered to wear special hats in 
parts of Poland (see 5027W267, 5039W278). 


R.Yechi’el of Paris left France to settle in Eretz 
Yisrael (see 5000M240, 5002W242, and 497\\\2\\), 
which was under threat of invasion by the 
Mongols (who had conquered Syria, and mas¬ 
sacred Jews see 4977\ 1217, 5051 \ 1291). 
R.Tzidkiyah ben Avraham HaRofeh — a cousin 
and disciple of the ‘Rivevan’, R. Yehuda ben Bin- 
yamin — wrote the Shibbolei HaLeket (Customs, 
Halacha) in Italy. 

-— 5023 1263 --- 

The Ramban was forced by the king (James I) 


--- 5027 1267 -=**- 

All Jews of Poland (see 5026\1266), Austria, 
and Silesia (a region between Germany and Poland) , were 
required to wear a special hat (see 4977\ 1216], 
by an order issued in Shvat. 

The Ramban settled in Erets Yisrael. 

The Ramban arrived in Eretz Yisrael (see 
5023\ 1263 and 5020\ 1260), and when he vis¬ 
ited Yerushalayim in Elul, he established a 
house for prayer for Rosh HaShana. He renewed 
the Jewish settlement in Yerushalayim, since 
the city had been sacked (see 5004\1244). 
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-**- 5028 W 1268 --- 

All Jews of Spain were exempted from wearing a 
Jew’s badge (see 5027\1267, 4977 \1216), but 
were required to wear a round cape in its stead. 

—— 5029 1269 -—- 

All Jews of France were ordered to wear a yel¬ 
low badge in Tammuz. They were also expelled 
from Carpentras (Provence, S.E.France) — but re¬ 
turned a few years later when that area (around 
Avignon) was ceded by the king to the Pope. 


- - 5038 1278 —~— 

R.Yitzchak Males, rabbi of Toulouse (France), was 
burned at the stake on the 9th Shvat, by the 
Inquisition (see 5012\1252), which was well 
established by this time in the central and west¬ 
ern parts of Europe. 

On the 14th Av, an order was issued by the 
Pope (Nicholas III) that Jews must attend conver¬ 
sion sermons by Christian priests (see 
5001 \ 1241). The order was enforced in England 
shortly thereafter (see 5039\1278, Av 5050\ 
1290), and then sporadically at various times 
in various countries (see 4977 \1216). 


5030 1270 


The Ramban died. 

The Ramban, R.Moshe ben Nachman 
(Nachmanides) (see 4988\ 1227, 5027\ 1267) — 
who wrote a commentary on the Bible (see II- 

md many other 
ssan. 

n Shlomo Me’iri 



LUSTRATIONS TeXtA, # 7 ), chi 

works — died on the 
The ‘Me’iri’ — R.Mena 
of Provence (S.E.France) , author of Beit 
HaBechira, (basic commentary on the Mishna-Talmud) 
— corresponded with (and had great respect 
for) the Rashba (see 5065\ 1305, 5070\ 1310), 
who was a disciple of the Ramban, and rabbi 
in Barcelona (Spain). 


-^- 5031 1271 -**- 

All Jews of Brabant (province in the Netherlands and 
Belgium) were to be expelled by an order left in 
the will of the duke. However, his widow re¬ 
ceived a declaration from Thomas Aquinas — 
a famous Christian scholar significantly influ¬ 
enced by the Rambam’s philosophy — in which 
he indicated that heavy taxes should be ex¬ 
tracted instead, and that the Jews should wear 
a special badge (see 5029\ 1269). 


--- 5035 " 1275 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Worcester (England) 
(see 5039\ 1278). 


--- 5039 1278 --- 

Over a number of years, the Jews of England 
were subjected to very restrictive laws — in 
business, in the parts of the country they could 
live — and they were continuously forced to pay 
very high taxes (see 5015\l 255, 5035\ 1275, 
5038M278). On the 10th Cheshvan 5039 \ 1278, 
many were imprisoned and killed on charges 
of circulating counterfeit money. Subsequently, 
on the 18th Nissan 1279, a number of Jews were 
killed in London in a blood libel. 

The Jews of Poland were required to wear a red 
badge (see 5026M266). 

--- 5039 ^ 1279 --- 

By order of the Church Council of Buda 
(Budapest) Jews were forbidden to lease land 
and required to wear the Jews Badge. 


f Living in the Year 1280 j 

Maharam MeRothenbuig 

1215?, 

1293. 

Rashba 

(..1235?, 

1310?. 

Mordediai (Pinish) 

1240?, 

1298. 

Hagahot Maimoniyot 

(,.1240?, 

4.1298. 

Me'iri (R.Menachem) 

1249?, 

1315?. 

Rosh (R. Asher) 

(,.1250?, 

41327. 

Rbiiu.Rachya II 

1265?, 

1340?. 

11 Tur (R.Yaakov ben Asher) 

1275?, 

41349?. J 


--- 5037 » 1277 --- 

The Jews were attacked in an anti-Jewish riot in 
Pamplona (Spain), and their houses were de¬ 
stroyed. 


-~- 5040 1280 -- 

The S’MaK — R.Yitzchak of Corbeil (also called 
R.Yitzchak Ba’al HaChotem) — was author of 
Sefer Mitzvot Katan (S’MaK, or Amudei HaGola), 
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and son-in-law and disciple of R.Yechi’el of Paris. 
He died in 1280 (some say in 1270). 
R.Avraham (ben Shmuel) Abulafia — a contro¬ 
versial personality from Spain [Tsh.Rashba.548/ 

Shem.Hag.2.19a/Otz.Hag.2.33] travelled to Rome to 

convert the Pope (Nicholas III) to Judaism. Although 
a stake had been prepared to burn him at — 
upon arrival — he did not turn back — not until 
he heard that the Pope had died. 


-^- 5041 1281 -^- 

Jews were killed in a blood libel in Mayence 
(Mainz, Germany), and the synagogue was burned 
down (see 5043 \ 1283). 


5043 ^ 1283 


There was another blood libel in Mayence (see 
5041 \ 1281), and one in Bachrach (Germany), and 
many Jews were killed i Q| uing massacres. 


5045 w 1285 


180 Jews were killed in a blood libel in Munich 
(see 5043\ 1283). 

R.David ben Avraham HaNagid — the grand¬ 
son of the Rambam (see 4998 \ 1237) — was re¬ 
moved from his position in Cairo (by the Sul¬ 
tan), and he left for Eretz Yisrael, where he de¬ 
fended the works of the Rambam (see 
4992\ 1232, 5065\ 1305). Five years later he was 
asked to return (see 5050\1290). 

A very prominent sefer was published anony¬ 
mously at around this time and scholars have 
not succeeded in establishing the identity of the 
author, although many consider the author to 
have been a disciple of the Rashba. Sefer 
HaChinuch — first published in Venice in 1523 
— is a comprehensive description of the 613 com¬ 
mandments, arranged according to their appear¬ 
ance in the Chumash (Bible) and in accordance 
to the listing of the Rambam. 


5046 1286 


The Maharam MeRothenburg was imprisoned. 

Maharam MeRothenburg — R.Meir ben Baruch, 
a disciple of R.Yitzchak of Vienna and of R.Yechi’el 
of Paris — was the leading Halacha authority in 
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Germany. He wrote thousands of Sh’elot UTe- 
shuvot, as well as Tosaphot on Yoma, now 
printed as the standard Tosaphot (see 
5050\ 1290). 

The Maharam MeRothenburg intended to leave 
the country — because of the continuous dan¬ 
gers and difficulties Jews were experiencing (see 
5043\1283) — but he was denounced by a me- 
shumad (apostate), and then imprisoned on the 4th 
Tammuz in the fortress at Ensisheim. A huge 
ransom was imposed for his release, but he re¬ 
fused (on Halacha grounds) to allow it to be paid 
(so that a precedent not be set). He continued 
his teaching for seven years (see 5053\ 1293) — 
in the fortress — where his disciple R. Shimon 
ben Tzadok visited him regularly and recorded 
his Halacha rulings in a work called Tashbetz 
(as distinct from "Tashbatz”; see 5168\ 1407). 

On the same day that the Maharam MeRoth¬ 
enburg was interned, forty Jews were killed in 
a blood libel in Oberwesel (Germany) (see 
5045\1285); and this was followed by a mas¬ 
sacre in Bachrach (Germany) in 1287 (see 
5043 \ 1283). 


-**- 5048 » 1288 -~- 

Thirteen Jews were burned at the stake by the 
Inquisition in Troyes (France), in a blood libel on 
20 th Iyar, and others were killed in a blood li¬ 
bel in Neuchatel (Switzerland). 


- 5050 1289 —=**— 

All Jews were expelled from Anjou and Le Mans 

(in France). 


-—- 5050 1290 -=**- 

New works advanced the study of Kabbala. 

Kabbala (Torah mysticism) was handed down 
orally (and discreetly) through the generations 
(see Adar 4977M217, 4988W227) (hence the name 
Kabbala — received teachings). 

» R.Menachem (ben Binyamin) of Recanti (Italy) 
wrote a Kabbala commentary on the Chumash 
(Bible), and Piskei HaRecanti (Halacha). 

» R.Moshe de Leon (Spain) found (and copied) a 
Kabbala manuscript, that has been accepted by 
Talmud scholars as the Zohar, composed by 
R.Shimon bar Yochai, the Tanna [see 505i\i29i]. 
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R.Yosef ben Avraham Gikatilya (of Spain) 
wrote Sha’arei Ora (Kabbala). 

The Tosaphot era concluded at around this time. 

■aw R.Peretz ben Yitzchak — of Corbeil (France), a 
disciple of R.Yechi’el of Paris — composed one 
of the last Tosaphot writings, called Tosaphot 
Rbnu.Peretz, (part of) which is now printed as 
the standard Tosaphot on a section of the Tal¬ 
mud (Avoda Zara). 

aw R.Eliezer of Touques (France) also wrote one of 
the last Tosaphot, called Tosaphot Tuch 
(Touques), which is an abbreviated version of 
Tosaphot Shantz (see 4948 \1187] — edited to 
include other Tosaphot. 

aw Although Tosaphot Tuch now comprises the 
major part of the Tosaphot printed around the 
Talmud (see Illustrations, TextE#4), many other indepen¬ 
dent Tosaphot Were Written ITos.Shev.35a, EM. 111a, M.K.20b, 
Yom.2b, Mrsha ' A”NN”L’/See 5004\1244, 5046\1286j. 

aw The authors, the Rn’iugi t ^saphot, included 
more than 100 scholar ce and Germany 


and extended over a pr 


1111 jr T* 


Llmost 200 years 


(see 4865 \ 1105). It is therefore not certain which 
Tosaphot writings were included in the standard 
version now available (see 5046\1286) 

[Tos.A.Z.9b-end/Sh.Mkbtzt.Ket.3lb-end/Yam.Sh.Sh. Yev.4.34/ 
Yad.MlchiKUy.HaTos.2.14/ Shem.Hag.2.54a-b]. 

aw Many earlier (and other) scholars are quoted 
in Tosaphot. These include: 

R.Yehudai Gaon [Pes.30a, B.K.53b, etc.], 

Halachot Gedolot (BaHaG) [Pes.30a, etc.], 
She’iltot D’R.Acha(i) [Pes.30a, etc.], 

R.Saadya Gaon [Git. 2 a, etcj, 

R.Tzemach Gaon [M.K. 20 b, etc.], 

Shimusha Rabba /Min.29b, 34b, Ber. 60 b], 

R.Hai Gaon [A.z.ssb, etc.], 

Rbnu.Gershom Me’or HaGola [Betz.24b, etc], 
the Rif [Eruv.l04a, etc], 

(R. Natan Ba’al) HaAruch [Shab.27b, etc], 
Machzor Vitry [Ber.l4a, etc.], 

Rambam [Mm.42b, Ber.44a/see Yam.Sh.Sh.Hakd], 
Ra’avad [Tem.l2b,etc.]. 

In 1290, R.David HaNagid was reinstated in 
Cairo (see 5045\1285). 
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-—- 5050 W 1290 -»- 

[5050\1290 is continued from chapter 12a.]. 

All Jews were expelled from England. 

England was the first European country to have 
a blood libel (see 4904\ 1144), was amongst the 
first to require Jews to wear a special badge (see 
4977 \1216], and was the first to force Jews to 
attend conversion sermons (see 5038\1278). On 
Tisha B’Av in 1290, England became the first 
European country to completely expel all Jews 
from its borders (see 5416\ 1656). Sixteen thou¬ 
sand Jews left, and most settled in Germany 
and some provinces of France. 

The Jews of Naples, Bari (see 4692\932) and 
other towns in southern Italy were massacred 
and subjected to forced baptism (see 5071 \ 1311), 
in a blood libel in 1290, and many left. 


(Bachaye), a commentary on Chumash (Bible) which 
includes Kabbala from the Zohar (see 5050\ 1290). 
A Jewish physician — who had risen to the highest 
power, under the Mongol ruler of Persia (Arghun 
Khan) — was assassinated by enemies on the 3rd 
Nissan, and many Jews were massacred. 

-=**- 5052 1291 -=**- 

The Sultan of Egypt conquered Aeco (Acre), killed 
many Jews, and imprisoned others — includ¬ 
ing R.Yitzchak (ben Shmuel) De’MinAcco (of Aeco), 
a disciple of the Ramban (see 5027\1267) who 
was well versed in Kabbala. When released he 
went to Spain, and he wrote a commentary on 
the Ramban’s Chumash (Bible) commentary, and 
an authentication of the Zohar (see 5050\ 1290). 


5051 ^ 1291 


5053 1293 


Rbnu.Baehya ben Asher — a disciple of the The Maharam MeRothenhurg died in prison. 

Rashba (in Spain)—wrote Midrash Rbnu.Baehya The Maharam MeRothenburg died in the for- 
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tress of Ensisheim (see 5046\ 1286) on the 19th 
Iyar, but his body was not released for burial 
for fourteen years (see 5067\1307). 

R.Aharon HaLevi, the ‘Ra’ah’, a descendant of 
the Razah and disciple of the Ramban, wrote 
Chidushim and also Bedek HaBayit (a critique on 
the Rashba's Torat HaBayit) (see 5070\1310). They 
were both rabbis in Barcelona — and the Rashba 
wrote Mishmeret HaBayit (anonymously, at 
first) in response 

A number of Jews were forced to convert to Is¬ 
lam in Iraq. 


5054 w 1294 


A number of Jews were killed in Berne (Switzer¬ 
land) in a blood libel, and the rest were expelled. 
They were allowed to return after paying an 
enormous amount of money, and also agreeing 
that all debts owed to them be annulled. (The 
annulment of debts o\ •~ J T ews was not un¬ 
common in Europe.) 



5058 12^8 


The Rindfleisch massacres began. 

A knight by the name of Rindfleisch led a mob 
of people on a journey of Jewish massacre. It 
began in Rottingen ( Germany ) on the 7th Iyar, and 
spread out to some 150 Jewish communities 
within a few months, causing many thousands 
of deaths (as many as 100,000) in the course of 
a few years. The blood libel charges of previous 
years (see 5043\I283, 5046\I286, 5048M288, 
5054U294) were still prominent in the minds of 
those who participated in these slaughters. 
Jews were massacred in Wiener-Neustadt (Aus¬ 
tria) on the 12th Tammuz, in Ifhauben (Austria) on 
the 13th, and 250 Jews were killed in 
Rothenburg A.T. (Germany) on the 14th. The Jews 
of Morgentheim (Austria) were massacred on the 
18th Tammuz, the Jews of Wurtzburg (Germany) 
on the 13th Av, and Jews of Bischofsheim A.T. 
(Germany) on the 14th. 


The ‘Mordechai ' was killed 
in the Rimlfleisch massacres. 

R. Mordechai (ben Hillel) (Ashkenazi) — a disciple 
of Maharam MeRothenburg, and author of the 
“Mordechai’ (Halacha), was killed with his wife and 
five children on the 22nd Av, together with 728 
other Jews of Nuremberg (Germany). The Mordechai 
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and his peer Hagahot Maimoniyot were the first 
to document the prohibition of kitniyos (beans) on 
Pesach — as accepted by Ashkenazim (see chart Takkanot 
HaGe'onim). 

R.Avraham ben Baruch — who, some say, was 
the brother of Maharam MeRothenburg — was 
killed with his wife and children in Mayence 

(Mainz, Germany) [otz.Hag.2.101]. 

Ten Jews were killed in Korneuburg (Austria) in a 
ritual desecration libel (see 5003M243). 


--- 5059 ^ 1298 --- 

The Hagahot Maimoniyot killed in the Rindfleisch 
massacres. 

R.Meir (ben Yekutiel) HaKohen — the author of 
Hagahot Maimoniyot (notes on the Rambam’s 
Yad HaChazaka) (see Illustrations Text I; #3) — was a 
disciple of the Maharam MeRothenburg and 
R.Peretz of Corbeil. He was killed with his family 
in the Rindfleisch massacres. The Hagahot 
Maimoniyot documented the restriction on the 
use of kitniyos (beans) on Pesach (see chart Takkanot 
HaGe'onim). 

200 Jews of Heilbronn (Germany) were killed on 
the 1 2th Cheshvan. 



- - 5062 13 oi —*— 

The Jews of Renchen (Germany) were massacred 
in 1301, in a continuation of the Rindfleisch 
massacres (see 5058\1298). 

- - 5062 1302 —-— 

In Nissan the Jews of Barcelona were ordered 
to kneel when passing Christian priests. 

--- 5063 — 1303 --- 

The Jews of Gotha (Germany) were attacked in 
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the Rindfleisch massacres (see 5062\ 1301), 
and the Jews of Weissensee (Germany) were mas¬ 
sacred on the 7th Nissan. 

Many Jews in Egypt were forced to convert to 
Islam (see 5010\1250), and all Jews were hence¬ 
forth required to wear yellow turbans. 

The Rosh (see 5088 \1 32 7) — a disciple of Ma- 
haram MeRothenburg, and a leading Halacha 
authority in Germany — was consulted on many 
questions arising from the Rindfleisch massa¬ 
cres, (particularly on property where no inheri¬ 
tors survived). Concerned that he might be im¬ 
prisoned for ransom — as was his teacher, the 
Maharam (see 5046\1286) — he left Germany 
with his family, as the Maharam had attempted 
to do (see 5065\1305). 

R.Yitzchak (ben Meir) of Dura (Duren, Germany) — 
a disciple of Maharam MeRothenburg — wrote 
Sha’arei Dura (She’arim Belssur VeHeter, Dietary 
Halacha ), which was widely accepted in Ashkenazi 
communities. 


the government) (see 3789\29) [Tsh.HaRosh.i7.8/ 

Mmn.HU.Chou. UMaz.8.10, 11/ See Sed.Had.5421]. 


5065 


5 


The Rashbaplaced a limited bait on 
the study of philosophy. 

R.Abba Mari of Montpelier (Provence, S.E.France) — 
who was concerned over the tendency of the 
young, in Provence, to study philosophy — ap¬ 
pealed to the Rashba (see 5030\1270, 
5070\1310) — who was the leader of Spanish 
Jews and had a great influence over all Jewish 
communities through his Sh’elot UTeshuvot 
(responsa) — to prohibit the study of philosophy 
under 25 years of age (see 4962\1202, 
4992 \ 1232). The Rashba did prohibit such study 
— although he endorsed the Rambam’s integrity 
and greatness — but allowed the study of medi¬ 
cine (which was considered a form of philosophy 
in those days — as were all “sciences” — before 
the movement to focus on the empirical study of 
facts and data, see 5500 \ 1740). 

The Rosh arrived in Spain. 

The Rosh — who arrived in Barcelona in 1305 
(see 5063 \ 1303), where he was warmly received 
by the Rashba — agreed to the ban. He became 
rabbi in Toledo (Spain) shortly thereafter — some 
say with the assistance of the Rashba — bring¬ 
ing (some say) the French/German (Tosaphot) 
style of Talmud analysis to Spain (see 
5050\1290, 5088 \1327). He was surprised to 
find that the Jewish courts in Spain were actually 
using the death sentence (under the imprimatur of 


5066 1306 


All Jews were expelledfrom France. 

The Jews of France were arrested, their prop¬ 
erty was confiscated, and they were expelled in 
1306, on the day after Tisha B’Av. 

Although they were allowed to return nine years 
later (see 5075\1315), Talmud scholarship in 
France deteriorated further (see 5002\1242). 
Among the refugees leaving France were: 

♦ Rbnu.Yerucham (see 5095 \1334); 

♦ R.Aharon the father of R.Menachem ibn 
Zerach (see 5088\1328); 

♦ R.Shimshon ben Yitzchak of Chinon, author 
of the Sefer Keritut (principles of the Talmud); 

♦ R.Aharon ben Yaakov HaKohen of Lunel, au¬ 
thor of Orchot Chayim (Halacha); 

♦ R.Eshtori HaParchi — a disciple of the Rosh and 

♦ R.Eliezer ben Yosef of Chinon (see 5082 \1321) — 
who travelled to Spain, Egypt, and then Eretz 
Yisrael. He later wrote Kaftor VaPherach (a schol¬ 
arly book on the geography of Eretz Yisrael in Halacha ), which 
identifies many historical sites. 

5067 1307 - 


The body of the Maharam MeRothenburg was 
released for burial on the 4th Adar 1307 (see 
5053 \ 1293), through the efforts of R.Alexander 
ben Shlomo (Susskind) Wimpen, who was sub¬ 
sequently buried near him. 


5069 1309 


110 Jews were killed by a mob in Bom (Limburg, 
province of the Netherlands), and many were 
killed (after refusing to be subjected to forced 
baptism) in neighboring Louvain (Belgium). 


5070 1310 

The Rashba died. 

The Rashba — R. Shlomo ben Avraham ibn Aderet 
(see 5030\ 1270,5065\ 1305), a disciple of the Ram- 
ban and Rbnu.Yona (Gerondi) —wrote Chidushim, 
thousands of Sh’elot UTeshuvot, Torat HaBayit and 
Avodat HaKodesh (both Halacha), as well as Mishmeret 
HaBayit (see 5053\ 1293). He was instrumental in 
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having the Pirush HaMishna of the Rambam 
translated into Hebrew (see 4965 \1204). 

After the Rashba died in Barcelona, the Rosh 
became the leading Halacha authority, and stu¬ 
dents came to him (in Toledo) from as far away 
as Bohemia and Russia [Tsh.HaRosh.5i.2-endj. 

-=**- 5071 1311 -^- 

Forced converts in southern Italy (see Av, 
5050\1290) were severely punished for (se¬ 
cretly) returning to Judaism. 

-**- 5072 w 1312 -=**- 

Many Jews were killed at around this time, in 
a ritual desecration libel (see 5003\ 1243) and a blood 
libel, in Fuerstenfeld and Judenberg (Styria, prov¬ 
ince of Austria). 


5075 


Jews were allowed tc 


to France (see 


5066\ 1306) by the new mii S , i^ouis X the Quar- 
reller, son and successor of Phillip the Fair who 
had expelled them. 


--- 5079 ^ 1319 --- 

The Ritva — R.Yom Tov ben Avraham (ibn 
Ashvili), a disciple of the Rashba and the ‘Ra’ah’ 
— wrote an exhaustive commentary on the Tal¬ 
mud (in Spain), which includes an overview of 
previous writings. He wrote many other works, 
among them are some attributed to others, and 
some attributed to him are by others. 

The Inquisitor ordered the Talmud burned in 
Toulouse and Perpignan (France) in 1319, and sev¬ 
eral Jews were burned at the stake in Tudela (Spain). 



-=**- 5080 1320 --- 

Jews were massacretl by the 
Pastoureaux Crusatlers. 

Forty thousand teenage shepherds (pastoureaux) 


Chapter 42 — The Rishonim - Early Scholars 201 

12b — Later Rishonim, Persecutions, and Expulsions 

marched through France, from north to south, on 
a crusade to fight the Muslims in Spain. They 
attacked the Jews of 120 towns on their way, 
forcing conversions — which the Inquisition 
later insisted were valid, although they were 
forced — looting, and killing (including 500 Jews 
seeking refuge in Verdun). 

All Jews were expelled from Milan (Italy) (see 
4985\ 1225). 

An order for the expulsion of the Jews of Rome 
came from Avignon (Provence, S.E. France) where the 
popes were residing at this time (see 5029 \ 

1269) — and the Jews were expelled before the 
news of a withdrawal of the order reached Rome 
(see 5082\ 1322). 

--- 5082 13 21 -»- 

One hundred and sixty Jews were burned to 
death on the second day of Rosh HaShana 
5082 \ 1321, in Chinon, Tours and Vitry (Le 
Brule) (all in France) (see 5082\ 1322) — on a charge 
of poisoning the water wells (in conjunction 
with the local lepers). 

Among those killed were R.Eliezer ben Yosef (see 
5066\1306) — a brother in law of R.Peretz of 
Corbeil (see 5050\ 1290) — and his two brothers. 

--- 5082 1322 --- 

All Jews were expelled from parts of France (see 
4942W 182, 5066\l 306, and 5082V 32!). 

The Talmud was burned in Rome (see 5085\ 

1320). 


-**- 5086 1326 --- 

Twenty-seven Jews were killed in a ritual desecra¬ 
tion libel (see 5003\l243) in Constance (Germany). 

-—- 5088 I327 -*- 

The Rosh died. 

R.Asher ben Yechi’el, the Rosh (see 5063\ 1303, 
5065\ 1305, 5070\1310) — who had eight sons 
— died in Cheshvan 5088 \1327. He wrote a 
Halacha-Commentary — which, like the Rif, 
follows the order of the Talmud, in contrast to 
the Rambam’s system [Tsh. HaRosh. 31 . 9 ] (see 
4863\ 1103, 4965 \1204, 5065\1305). He also 
wrote Sh’elot UTeshuvot, and Tosaphot HaRosh 
(see 5065\ 1305). 
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R. Yehuda — one of his (younger) sons, (who had 
married his niece the daughter of the Tur) — 
succeeded his father. 


5097 w I337 


Many Jews were killed in massacres in Bohemia. 


5088 1328 


5098 w 1338 


Six thousand Jews of the province of Navarre 
(Spain) were killed in anti-Jewish riots. In the town 
of Estella, R.Menachem ben Aharon ibn Zerach 
— author of Tzeida LaDerech — survived (some 
say he was rescued by a knight) after his par¬ 
ents and four brothers were killed (see 
5066\1306). He went to Toledo to study, and 
became a disciple of R. Yehuda, son of the Rosh. 
The Tur (see 5100\1340) — R.Yaakov ben 
Asher, son of the Rosh — encouraged Jews to 
leave Germany (as he had done with his fa¬ 
ther, see 5063 \ 1303), because it was a dan¬ 
gerous place for them to live [ otz.Hag.5.75 7. 


--- 5092 

Three hundred Jews w 
in Uberlingen (Germar 
synagogue on fire. 


ioo 2 


d in a blood libel 
a mob set the 


--- 5095 ^ 1334 --- 

Rbnu.Yerucham (see 5066\1306) — a disciple 
of the Rosh and R.Avraham ben Ismael (who was 
a disciple of the Rashba) — wrote Meisharim 
and Adam VeChava (Halacha) (in which there ap¬ 
pear to be errors in the copying). 

The Jews of Poland received renewed promises 
of certain rights in Cheshvan 5095\ 1334. 

--- 5096 1336 --- 

Jews of Germany were massacred by the 
Armledder bands. 

Bands of peasants — who wore leather arm bands 
(armledder) — roamed through Germany and 
Alsace (region between France and Germany) for three years, 
killin g Jews and ravaging 120 communities. 
Fifteen hundred Jews were killed in Ribeuville, 
and all the Jews of Deggendorf (Germany) were 
killed because of a ritual desecration libel there 
(see 500311243). 

R.Shem Tov ben Avraham ibn Gaon — a disciple of 
the Rashba who emigrated to Eretz Yisrael — wrote 
Migdal Oz a (somewhat controversial) commentaiy 
on the Rambam’s Yad HaChazaka (see Illustrations, Text 
I, 144) [Yam.Sh.Sh.Hakd./Shach Chosh.Mish. Hil.Ed.36.S.K.6-end], 


The Ralbag wrote his commentary on the Bible. 

The Ralbag — R.Levi ben Gershom (Gersonides) 
of France, a descendant of the Ramban — wrote 
a commentary on the T’nach (Bible) (see Illustrations, 
TextB, #5), and also Milehamot HaShem (philosophy) 
for which he was criticized [see Mhri.MiPrg. 
Hakd.Gemt.HaSh.], although his stature as a Talmud 
scholar was undiminished. He wrote works on 
mathematics, and invented the Jacob Staff (an 
instrument used in astronomy). A crater on the 
moon has been named “Rabbi Levi’ after him. 

Jews were burned at the stake in Pulkau (Austria) 
in a ritual desecration libel in 1338 (see 5003\l 243), 
and the massacre spread to twenty-seven towns. 


-=**- 5100 w 1340 -**- 

R.Yaakov ben Asher (see 5088\ 1328) wrote the 



Tur (the Arba’a Turim) — an encyclopedic com¬ 
pilation of Halacha, quoting most of the pre¬ 
ceding Halacha works — in the systematic ar¬ 
rangement of daily life (see 5088 \ 1327), which 
was a departure from the previous systems of 
the Rif and the Rambam (see 4863\1103, 
4965\ 1204). This system later became the basis 
for the Shulchan Aruch (see 5323 \ 1563). 

The Tur also wrote a commentary on the Chu- 
mash (Bible), some of which is printed (as Ba’al 
HaTurim) (see Illustrations, Text A, #8). He died on 
the 12th Tammuz 1340 (some say in 1348), in 
Toledo (Spain) [otz.Hag.5.75]. 

-- 5102 w 1342 -=**- 

R.David (ben Yosef) Abudraham — a disciple of the 
Tur — wrote Abudraham (prayer guide and commentaiy). 

R. Shimon — the eighth son of the Rosh — died 
in a plague on the 12th Elul. 



















« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View I TOC Index 


—-— 5104 — 1344 —-— 

The Ralbag (Gersonides) (see 5098 \ 1338), died 
on the 6 th Iyar. 

R. Vidal di Tolose (Spain) — also called AnVidal (ab¬ 
breviation forAdon Vidal) — wrote the Maggid Mishneh 
commentaiy on the Yad HaChazaka of the Ram- 
bam (see Illustrations, Text I, #5). He was a colleague of 
the Ran — R.Nissim ben Reuven (see 5127\1367) 
— who wrote a commentaiy on the Rif and on 
(parts of) the Talmud (see Illustrations, Text H, #2). 


5109 ^ 1349 


The Black Death massacres swept across Europe. 


An epidemic of plague — mostly bubonic but also 
pneumonic and septicemic, all with a very high 
death rate (3096- / 0096) , and apparently bought from 
China by Italian trading ships in spring of 1348 
— was spread across Central and Western Eu- 

ere fleeing it) killing 



ulation (75 million) 
me estimates are 25 


rope (carried by the very pec 

as many as half of the 
in three years. (See chat 
million or one third of the population). 

On the 23rd Kislev 5109\ 1348 it was announced 
in Lausanne (Switzerland) that Jews (one named 
Agimet, who apparently was ignorant of the Bible 


[Middle High German chronicle of Von Konigshofen (1346-1420) 1698 

ed.].) had confessed (after torture) to poisoning 
the water wells. Word of this spread throughout 
Europe. The Jews were savagely attacked and 
massacred, by sometimes hysterical mobs — 
normal social order had disintegrated because 
of the mass deaths and the panic of the living 
— who were encouraged by the rumors of Jew¬ 
ish confessions to the crime. In some towns 
all Jews were expelled, and in others they were 
massacred before the plague had even arrived 
(cancellation of debts to Jewish money-lend¬ 
ers was motivation in some instances.) 

The killings continued despite statements from 
the Pope (Clement VI) that the Jews were innocent, 
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and despite the fact that the Jews were also dy¬ 
ing (see Tammuz) in the Black Death plague. More 
than three quarters of the Jews of Saragossa (Spain) 
died, and the Jewish cemetery in Vienna (where 
there were no massacres) was extended because 
of the large number dying of the disease. 

The Jews of Berne (Switzerland) were burned to death 
as soon as information on the confessions came 
from Lausanne, and they were accused of send¬ 
ing the poison on to Basel (see Shvat). The Jews of 
Colmar (Alsace, a region between France and Germany) were 
imprisoned on the 8 th Shvat for well poisoning, 
and burned to death seven months later. 

Six hundred Jews of Basel (Switzerland) were burned 
to death on the 19th Shvat in a specially con¬ 
structed house on the Rhine, and 140 children 
were subjected to forced baptism. The Jews of 
Speyer (Bavaria) perished on the 2nd Adar-i, when 
they set their houses afire, rather than face de¬ 
struction by mob violence. The Jews of Freiburg 
(Germany) were killed in these on the 10th Adar-i, 
and the Jews of Uberlingen (Switzerland) were mas¬ 
sacred on the 22nd. 2,000 Jews were burned to 
death (on a scaffold in the cemetery) in Strasbourg 
(Alsace) on the 25th. All Jews were expelled from 
Burgsdorf (Switzerland) on the 27th, and Jews of 
Zurich were burned (and some expelled) on 2nd 
Adar -2 (see 4th Nissan). The Jews of Virmyze (Worms, 
Germany) set fire to their own homes and perished, 
on the 10th Adar- 2 . 

Some Jews of Zurich were burned to death (see 2nd 
Adar-2), and the rest were expelled on the 4th Nissan. 

The Jews of Muehlhausen (Germany) and 3,000 Jews 
in Erfurt (Germany) were killed on Erev Pesach. Some 
say that R. Alexander Zisslin—a disciple of R. Yitzchak 
of Dura, and author of the Aguda (Halacha) — was 
killed in Erfurt. Sixty Jews were killed in Breslau 
(Silesia, a region between Germany and Poland) on the 10th 
Sivan, in the riots that followed a disastrous fire. 
R.Yehuda — the son of the Rosh (see 5088 \1327) 

— died of the Black Death plague (as did some of 
his family) on the 17th Tammuz 1349. The Jews 
of Frankfort were massacred on Erev Tisha B’Av 
( 8 th Av), and 300 Jews were killed in Tarrega 
(Spain) on the 10th Av. Some Jews of Mayence 
(Mainz, Germany) were killed fighting a rioting mob; 
many others — 6,000 — set fire to their homes 
and died in the flames on the 7th Elul. The Jews 
of Cologne did the same two days later. 

—-— 5110 1349 —-— 

The Jews of Krems (Austria) were massacred in the 
Black D eath riots on the 16th Tishrei 5110 \ 1349; 
the Jews in Augsburg (Germany) on the 17th Kislev; 
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560 Jews of Nuremberg (Germany) were killed and 
burned on the 23rd; and Jews were massacred in 
Hanover (Germany) and in Brussels on the 24th. 
R.Peretz (ben Yitzchak) HaKohen left Provence 
because of the Black Death massacres, and 
settled in Barcelona where he became a rabbi 
at the same time as the Ran (see 5127\1367). 


--- 5123 — I363 --- 

R.Mattityahu ben Yosef Treves — a descendant 
of Rashi who studied in Spain and returned to 
Paris to open a yeshiva — was appointed Chief 
Rabbi by the king of France. 


5110 w* 1350 


All Jews of Cheb (Eger, Bohemia) were massacred. 
Over 300 Jewish communities were com¬ 
pletely destroyed by the Black Death massa¬ 
cres and expulsions, particularly in Germany. 
Jewish communities of Provence (S.E.France) also 
suffered severe destruction, while France, Bel¬ 
gium, the Netherlands and Spain were less se¬ 
verely affected. Many Jews moved east to 
Poland-Lithuania (see 4856\1096), which were 
the only countries (besides Austria) where the Jews 
did not suifer an irreversible setback, economically 
and in Torah scholarshi 95\1435). 



5115 ~ 1355 


--- 5127 1367 --- 

The Ran, Rivash. and other scholars, 
were imprisoned. 

The Jews of Barcelona were accused of a ritual 
desecration (see 5003\l 243), three Jews were 
killed, and all the Jews were held prisoner in 
the synagogue for three days. 

The Ran (see 5104\ 1344), was imprisoned — 
on what may have been a related charge — to¬ 
gether with R.Chisdai Crescas I (ben Yehuda) 
and his young grandson — R.Chisdai Crescas 
II (ben Avraham ibn/ben Yehuda) — as well as 
his young disciple the Rivash (see 5151\ 1391), 
and others [Tsh.Rivash 373,376]. They were released 
after a short period. 


1,200 Jews were killed in a Christian and Mos¬ 
lem mob attack on the Jewish section of To¬ 
ledo (Spain), on the 25th. 

-~- 5118 1358 --- 

Hundreds of Jews were killed in Catalonia (a 
province of Spain) on the day after Tisha B’Av. 


--- 5130 1370 --- 

Many Jews were killed as a result of a civil war 
in Castille (Province of Spain); R.Menachem ben 
Zerach lost all his belongings (see 5088 \ 1328), 
and moved (back) to Toledo (Spain), where 8,000 
Jews had been killed. 

Hundreds of Jews were burned alive in Brus¬ 
sels, in a ritual desecration libel (see 5003\l 243), 
and the remainder were expelled in 1370. 


C 


\ 


Living in the Year 1360 

Ran (R.Nissim) 

12901, 

1380?. 

Rivash 

1326, 

d.1408?. 

l Maharil 

1360?, 

1427. J 


—-— 5120 1360 --- 

Many Jews of Breslau (Silesia, a region between Ger¬ 
many and Poland) were killed in anti-Jewish riots fol¬ 
lowing a fire, and the rest were expelled. 

All Jews were expelled from Hungary, but were 
allowed to return a short while later. 

Shmuel ben Meir HaLevi Abulafia, a wealthy and 
generous Jew in Castille (Spain), was arrested and 
tortured to death; his enormous wealth was 
confiscated. 


--- 5137 1377 --- 

Some Jews of Huesca (Spain) were tortured and 
burned to death in a ritual desecration libel (see 
5003U243). 


-5141 ! 3 8 o --- 

Jews of Paris were killed by anti-Jewish rioters 

in Kislev. 

R.Yisrael of Krems (Austria) wrote Hagahot Ashri 
on the Talmud commentary of the Rosh. 

--- 5148 1388 --- 

After the devastation of German Jewry (see 
5109\ 1349), R.Meir ben Baruch HaLevi (Ma- 
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Living in the Year 1380 
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V 


haram Levi) of Vienna introduced Semicha for rab¬ 
bis, to ensure minimum qualifications for those 
officiating in marriages and divorces (etc.). He 
empowered R.Yeshayahu ben Abba Mari of 
France to be Chief Rabbi there, and to confer 
the Semicha on suitable rabbis. This led to a dis¬ 
pute with R.Yochanan Treves who had suc¬ 
ceeded his father (see 5123\1363). R.Yochanan 
consulted the Rivash and R.Chisdai Crescas II 
(in Spain), but the matter ended when all Jews 
were expelled from France (see 5155 \1394) 

[Tsh.Rivash.369-372]. 


Lgue on the day 


5149 

3,000 Jews were kille 
after Pesach, their houses were burned, and the 
cemetery was desecrated. 

R.Yitzchak Abohab I wrote Menorat HaMa’or 

(Mussar) [otz.Hag.5.222]. 


--- 5151 1391 --- 

Jews of Spain were massacretl — many 
became Marranos. 

4,000 Jews of Seville (more than half) were killed 
on the 1 st Tammuz, in a massacre that spread 
throughout Spain and Portugal, killing a total 
of 50,000 Jews. Women and children were sold 
as slaves to Muslims, and many synagogues 
were forcibly converted into churches. Many 
Jews — (mostly the wealthy), who saved their 
lives by openly converting to Christianity, while 
remaining secretly Jewish — were called Anussim 
(‘the forced ones’) Marranos, or Conversos. They 
numbered about 200,000 in Aragon and 
Castille (provinces of Spain). 

4,000 Jews were killed in Ja’en and Toledo on 
the 17th Tammuz, and the Jewish community of 
Valencia was destroyed on the 7th Av. Jews were 
massacred in Barcelona and in the whole of 
Catalonia (province ofSpain) on the 22nd Av; in Palma 
(Majorca) on the 1st Elul; and in Gerona on the 
9th. The Jews of Perpignan (France, near the 
Spanish border) were also attacked. 
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The Rivash and Rashbats left Spain. 

The Rivash — R.Yitzchak ben Sheshet Perfet 
(see 5127\1367), a disciple of the Ran and 
R.Peretz HaKohen (see 5110\1349) — fled the 
massacres of Spain (some say he lost two sons 
in Majorca on his way to North Africa, see 1st 
Elul). He went to Algiers where he was appointed 
rabbi of the community. 

Some say R.Vidal Ephrayim Gerondi, also a dis¬ 
ciple of the Ran, was killed in the massacres. 

His disciple, the Rashbatz, also fled to Algiers, 
and R. Ephrayim ben Yisrael AlNakava fled to 
North Africa after his father was killed. 

Although his son was killed, R.Chisdai Crescas II 
stayed in Spain and tried to rebuild the Jewish 
communities, which no longer included the 
wealthy and influential Jews. He wrote Or 
HaShem (philosophy) and Bitul Ikarey HaNotzrim 
(responses to Christianity). 

R.Yitzchak (R.Proflat) ben Moshe HaLevi Duran 
(HaEphodi) — a disciple of R.Chisdai Crescas II 
who was affected before he left Spain, [Sed.Had.5154] 

— also wrote works in answer to Christianity, 
Kelimat HaGoyim and A1 Tehi KeAvotecha (satire). 

--- 5152 1392 --- 

A Jew was burned alive in Damascus and other 
Jews were tortured after being accused of set¬ 
ting fire to a mosque. 


--- 5153 ^ 1393 --- 

The Nimukei Yosef, R.Yosef Chaviva, wrote a 
commentaiy on the Halacha of the Rif in Spain 

(see Illustrations, TextG, #3). 

R. Shalom (ben Yitzchak) of Vienna, a disciple 
of R. Yisrael of Krems, was a prominent rabbi in 
Wiener-Neustadt (Austria). 

Almost all the Jews fled Baghdad when the Tartars 
conquered the cify (see 5160 \ 1400). 

All Jews of Venice were required to wear a yel¬ 
low badge (see 4977 \1216). 


--- 5155 1394 --- 

The Final expulsion of Jews from France. 

The Jews of Paris were attacked on Yom Kippur 
5155 \1394, and seven Jews were imprisoned 
on the charge that they had captured a meshu- 
mad (apostate) to force him to return to Judaism. 
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Shortly thereafter, all Jews were expelled from 
all of France (see 5082\1322) except for Nar- 
bonne, Montpelier and other parts of Provence 
(SEFrance) (see 5261\1501). 


--- 5166 1406 —-— 

The Jews of Corfu (island of Greece) were required 
to wear a special badge. 


5157 ^ 1397 


5168 1407 


All Jews were expelled from Basel (Switzerland). 


5159 1399 


Eighty Jews were killed in Prague, because a 
meshumad (apostate) accused them of denigrat¬ 
ing Christianity (see 5160 \ 1400). 

R.Yom Tov Lipman (ben Shlomo) Millhausen of 
Prague — author of the sought-after Sefer 
HaNitzachon (a brilliant book (collection of responses 
to Christianity) which was discreetly passed around) 
— was imprisoned with other Jews. He man¬ 


aged to escape, and 
eventually published ( 
added counter refutat 


aNitzachon was 
by a priest who 
ic Pope forbade 


the Jews to have the book, and it was the sub¬ 
ject of many later Christian refutations (known 
as anti-Lipmanniana). 


The Jews of Cracow (Poland) were attacked by 
riotous mobs (in a blood libel) on the 25th Chesh- 
van 5168 \1407. One Jew was publicly tortured, 
then burned at the stake — on a charge of 
counterfeiting — and a number of Jews were 
FORCIBLY converted. 

The Rashbatz, R.Shimon ben Tzemach Duran, 
was appointed rabbi in Algiers after the death 
of the Rivash (see 5151\1391). He refused (on 
principal) to accept any confirmation of the ap¬ 
pointment by the government (in contrast to 
his predecessor), although he maintained that 
a rabbi should be paid by the community (he 
was a physician), in order to allow total devo¬ 
tion to the work. He wrote many Sh’elot UTe- 
shuvot (collected in Tashbatz [as distinct from 
"Tashbetz", see 5046\l 286]), and Magen Avot (philo¬ 
sophical-ideological, with commentary on Pirkei Avot, and re¬ 
sponses to Christianity, see 5151 \l391). 


\ 
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5160 1400 


The Jews were massacred in Syria when the 
Tartars conquered the country (see 5153\ 1393). 
Seventy-seven Jews were killed in anti-Jewish 
riots in Prague inElul (see 5160\ 1399). 


-**- 5172 w 1412 -=**- 

A meshumad (apostate) — who had become bishop of 
Burgos (Spain) and an advisor to the king of Castille 
(province of Spain) — instigated anti-Jewish laws which 
seriously affected the economic position of the Jews, 
who had already lost many of the wealthy and in¬ 
fluential among them (see 5151\1391). They were 
also required to wear a red badge and distinctive 
clothing—besides having to let their hair and beards 
grow long (see 4977\ 1216, 5029\ 1269). 

--- 5173 ^ 1413 --- 


--- 5161 1401 -=**- 

Thirty Jews were burned at the stake in a blood 
libel in Schaffhausen (Switzerland) on the 14th 
Tammuz (see 5157\1397). 

--- 5164 1404 —•— 

Many Jews were killed in Salzburg (Austria) in a 
ritual desecration libel (see 5003\l 243), and the 
rest were expelled — they returned a few years 
later. 


R.YosefAlbo was in a forced debate with Christians. 

R. Yosef Albo — a disciple of R.Chisdai Crescas 
II, and author of Sefer Halkkarim (principles of re¬ 
ligion) — was a leader of those Jews who were 
forced to debate a meshumad (apostate) — a fol¬ 
lower of the bishop in Burgos, see 5172\1412) 
— in Tortosa (Spain), under very intimidating cir¬ 
cumstances. The twenty-one month debate — 

Which Was presided Over by [one of a few who claimed to 

be] the Pope (Benedict XII) — resulted in Jews 
being forced to convert, and in an order that 
all anti-Christian statements (as defined by 
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the meshumad) (apostate) be removed from the 
Talmud (see 5023\1263). 


5178 1418 


All Jews were expelled from Koblenz (Germany) 
and Cochem (Germany). 

Jewish women in Salzburg (Austria) were ordered 
to wear bells on their dresses (see 4977\ 1216). 


f — 

Living in the Year 1420 


Maharil 
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1427. 
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1361?, 

d. 1444. 

-=**- 5l8l w 1421 -^- 


\ 




Jews in Austria were massacred in 
the Wiener Gesera. 

The Jews of Austria were imprisoned, and their 

lOthSivan 1420, 
'see 5003W243) in 
2 d were tortured. 
Many children were subjected to forced baptism, 
and many Jews took their own lives rather than 
accept Christianity. Later, on the 9th Nissan 
1421, 212 Jews were burned at the stake, and 
R. Aharon (Blumlein) of Neustadt was also killed. 
He was a disciple of R. Shalom of Vienna — 
whose son, R.Yona, was killed — and author of 
Hilchot Nida. His disciple and nephew, R.Yisrael 
Isserlein (see 5220\ 1460), fled after his mother 
was killed. 

Fifty-eight Jews of Styria (Austria) were burned 
on the 10th Sivan, and the rest of the Jews in 
(most of) Austria were expelled, after many had 
been killed in the war of the Hussites — a new 
Christian sect, whom the Jews were accused of 
supporting — against the Catholics. 

The Jews of Chomutov (Komotov, Bohemia) were mas¬ 
sacred by the Hussites, and the Jews of Cheb 
(Eger, then Bohemia) (see 5110\ 1350, 5190\1430) and 
Iglau (Jihlava, Bohemia) (see 5186\ 1426) were expelled 
for (allegedly) supporting the Hussites. 

—— 5184 1424 —~— 

All Jews were expelled from Cologne (Germany). 

--- 5186 1426 -=**- 

All Jews were expelled — again — from Iglau 
(Jihlava, Bohemia) (see 5181\1421, 5195\1435). 


possessions confiscate: 
after a ritual desecrati 
Enns (Austria) in which tl 
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—5187 1427 —.— 

All Jews were expelled from Berne (Switzerland) on 
the 13th Iyar (see 5054\1294, 5157\1397). 

The Maharil — R.Yaakov (ben Moshe) HaLevi 
Moellin of Mayenee (Mainz, Germany), a disciple of 
R. Shalom of Vienna (see 5181\1421) — was a 
leading rabbi in Germany. He died on the 21st of 
Elul and his opinions are recorded in Minhagey 
Maharil (customs and ritual) and Sh’elot UTeshuvot. 

--- 5188 1428 -—- 

All Jews were expelled from Fribourg (Switzerland) 
(see 5187\1427). 

On the 18th of Shvat, the Jews of Sicily were 
ordered to attend conversion sermons. 

--- 5190 w 1430 --- 

Fifteen Jews were burned to death in a blood 
libel in Constance, Lindau, and Ravensburg 
(Germany), and the rest were expelled. All Jews 
were also expelled from Miessen and Thuringa 
(Germany) and — again — from Cheb (Eger, Bohe¬ 
mia) (see 5181\1421, 5195\1435). 

--- 5194 1434 --- 

Jewish men were required to wear yellow badges 
and women were required to wear yellow pointed 
veils, in Augsburg (Germany) (see 4977 \1216). 

--- 5195 ^ 1435 --- 

200 Jews were forcibly converted in Majorca in 
1435 (after a blood libel in 1432), and the rest 
fled to North Africa. 

The Jewish community in Speyer (Germany) had 
been rebuilt after the Black Death massacres (see 
5109\1349), and since then the Jews were ex¬ 
pelled twice (in 1405 — returning in 1421, and in 
1430 — returning in 1434). On 6th Iyar 1435 the 
Jews were expelled once again, and were not al¬ 
lowed to return until thirty years later. This was 
similar to the pattern of settlement in many com¬ 
munities after the devastation of the Black Death 
massacres (see 5I20\I360, 5I30\I370, 5I55\I394, 
518I\I421,5184\l424,521 I\I450,5233)1473,525l\l491). 

--- 5196 1436 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Zurich (see 5188\ 1428). 
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5202 W 1442 


(Holland) were ordered to wear a Jew’s badge. 


All Jews were expelled from Upper Bavaria (prov¬ 
ince of Germany) (see 5211 \ 1450, 5311\1551). 


f 
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—=**— 5204 w 1444 ——— 

The Rashbatz (see 5168\ 1407) died in 1444, and 
was succeeded by his son, R.Shlomo ben Shi¬ 
mon Duran as rabbi in Algiers. 


5206 1446 


All Jews were expelled from Berlin and the whole 
province of Brandenburg 


they were permitted to re 


(see 5202\1442), but 
147 (see 5195\ 1435). 


5209 1449 


Many Jews were killed in an attack in Lisbon 
(Portugal), and many houses were destroyed. 


-**- 5211 w 1450 -**- 

On the 29th of Tishrei 5211 \ J 450, all Jews were 
expelled from forty cities in Lower Bavaria (see 
5202\ 1442, 5206\ 1446, 5238\1478) after pay¬ 
ing a huge ransom (see 5195\1435). 


--- 5213 — 1453 --- 

Forty-one Jews were burned at the stake in 
Breslau (Silesia, a region between Germany and Poland) on 

the 28th Tammuz — and the rest of the Jews 
were expelled (see Iyar 5195\1435, 5120\1360, 
5509 \ 1749) — in a ritual desecration libel ("see 
5003\ 1243), to which some had confessed after be¬ 
ing tortured. The libel was instigated by a travel¬ 
ling Italian priest who made an identical charge 
in Schweidnitz (Silesia), in which seventeen Jews 
were burned at the stake — including, some say, 
R.David who taught R.Yisrael Brunna (see 
5214 \ 1454) — on the 8th Elul 1453. The rest of 
the Jews were expelled from there and from some 
of the surrounding towns. 

Jews were invited to settle in the Turkish (Otto¬ 
man) empire (see Av 5252\1492) after the Turks 
had conquered Constantinople (later called Istanbul). 

--- 5214 ^ 1454 -~- 

Many Jews were killed in anti-Jewish riots in Cracow 
(Poland) after the Italian priest (see 5213 \ 1453) vis¬ 
ited in 1454, and all Jews were expelled from Brno 
and other cities of Moravia (province) on the 28th Av 
1454, after he visited there. R.Yisrael (ben Chaim) 
— of Brunna (Bmo) (see 5234\1474), a disciple of 
the Maharay (see 5220\1460) and the Mahariv 
(see 5211 \ 1451) — moved to Regensburg (Germany), 
(some say before the expulsion). 

--- 5216 I456 --- 


--- 5211 w* 1451 --- 

R.Yaakov (ben Yehuda) Weil — the Mahariv, a 
disciple of the Maharil (see 5187 \ 1427) — was 
a leading rabbi in Germany. He wrote Shechitot 
UBedikot (Halacha pertaining to meat) which was 
printed with Sh’elot UTeshuvot Mahariv, and 
has been reprinted over seventy times. 

Jews were forbidden to have social contact with 
non-Jews by order of the Pope (Nicholas V) on 24th 
Adar (see 5007\1247). 

All Jews were ordered to wear a Jew’s badge (see 
4977 \1216) in Hanover (Germany). 

-**- 5212 1451 -—- 

On the 25th Tishrei 5212 \ 1451, all Jews in Arnhem 


R.Yisrael Brunna (see 5214 \ 1454) was arrested 
in Regensburg over the refusal of the Jewish 
community to pay an exorbitant tax. 

--- 5217 w 1457 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Hildesheim (Germany). 

--- 5218 1458 - 

All Jews were expelled from Erfurt (Germany). 

--- 5219 w 1459 --- 

Sixty Jews were killed in anti-Jewish riots in 
Carpentras (Provence, S.E.France). 
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--- 5220 I 46 O -=**- 

All Jews were expelled from Mayence (Mainz, 
Germany) (see 5195\ 1435, 5233\ 1473), and the 
rabbi, R.Moshe (Maharam Mintz I) — a dis¬ 
ciple of the Mahariv (see 5211\ 1451) — even¬ 
tually settled in Posen (Poznan, Poland). 
R.Yisrael (ben Petachyah) Isserlein (Maharay) 
(see 5181\1421) — a leading rabbi who wrote 


ff 
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Terumat HaDeshen — died in Austria. 


sons — R. Shimon Duran and R.Tzemach Duran 
— succeeded him as rabbis in Algiers. Together 
they wrote Yachin UBo’az (Sh'elot UTeshuvot). 

--- 5229 I468 -=**- 

The Jews of Landau (Germany) were forced to wear 
yellow badges in Cheshvan (see 4977 \1216). 


-**- 5230 w 1470 -=**- 

R.Eliyahu and his two brothers (see 5290\ 1530) 
were killed in a blood libel in Endingen (Germany), 
and all Jews were subsequently expelled from the 
whole province of Baden. 


5232 w 1472 


5223 

R.Yitzchak (ben Yaak 


>anton was over 


one hundred years old when he died in Spain. 


All Jews were expelled from Schaffhausen 
(Switzerland) (see 5196\1436), and the Jews of 
Muehlhausen (Germany) were required to wear 
a yellow badge (see 4977 \121 6) and were for¬ 
bidden to enter non-Jewish houses. 


--- 5224 1464 —-— 

The Jews were attacked in Seville (Spain) in anti- 
Jewish riots on the 27th Nissan. 

Thirty Jews were killed in anti-Jewish riots in 
Cracow (Poland) on 4th Iyar (see 5214\1454). 

--- 5225 w 1465 --- 

Jews were massacred in a revolt in Fez (Mo¬ 
rocco). 


- - 5226 1466 —®— 

Some Jews were killed in Arnstadt (Germany), and 
the rest were expelled. 

The Jews of Rome were forced to run humiliat¬ 
ing races before jeering crowds in the Chris¬ 
tian Carnival (festive period preceding Lent). These 
humiliating ‘performances’ became an annual 
event for two centuries (see 5427\1667). 

- - 5227 1467 — 

Eighteen Jews were burned to death in a blood 
libel in Nuremberg (Germany). 

R.Shlomo ben Shimon Duran died, and his 


--- 5233 1473 --- 

Jews were allowed to return to Mayence 
(Mainz, Germany) (see 5220\ 1460, 5195\ 1435). 
Jews were massacred in Cordova on Purim (see 
5224\ 1464, 5234\1474). 

--- 5234 ^ 1474 --- 

360 Jews were killed in a massacre in Sicily. 
Jews were massacred in Segovia (Spain) on the 
29th Iyar. 

R.Yisrael Brunna (see 5214\1454) was arrested in 
Regensburg (Germany) in a blood libel, instigated by a 
meshumad (apostate) who later confessed. 


5235 1475 


The invention of printing 
was used for Jewish books. 

Less than thirty-five years after the 
invention (in Germany) of movable 
type for printing, Rashi’s commen¬ 
tary on Chumash (Bible) was printed 
in Reggio di Calabria (Italy) on the 10th 
























« Section » < Page with arrow keys > 

210 Codex Judaica — Chronological Index of Jewish History 


View I TOC Index 


Adar. It was the first Jewish book to be (dated 
and) printed. The Tur (see 5100\1340) was 
printed on 28th Tammuz, in Piove Di Sacco (Italy). 
Many Jews of Trent (N. Italy) were tortured and killed 
in a blood libel in 1475, some were subjected to 
forced baptism, and the rest were expelled. 

--- 5237 1477 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Tuebingen (Germany) 
and from Nancy and the whole duchy of Lorraine 

(France). 

--- 5238 1478 --- 

Ten Jews were killed in a ritual desecration libel 
(see 5003\ 1243) in Passau (Bavaria, Germany), and the 
rest were expelled (see 5211\ 1450). All Jews 
were expelled from Bamberg (Germany). 

There was a blood libel in Mantua (N. Italy). 



All Jews were expelled from Shlettstadt (Selestat, 
Germany) (see 5238 \ 1478). 

--- 5240 1480 -=**- 

R. Yosef (ben Shlomo) Kolon, the Maharik, died 
in Italy. 

Three Jews were burned at the stake in a blood 
libel in Venice (Italy). 


extent than any previous (localized) Inquisition 
(see 5012\1252). 

The first public sentencing and burning (auto da 
fe) by the Spanish Inquisition was held at Seville 
on the 7th Adar. On the 4th Sivan the Pope (Sixtus 
IV) instructed all his local bishops to send back 
to Spain all those Jews who had fled the Inqui¬ 
sition there. 

-~- 5243 — I483 --- 

Tomas de Torquemada was appointed head of the 
Spanish Inquisition in Cheshvan 5244\ 1483, and 
the persecutions grew worse (see 5241 \ 1481). All 
Jews were expelled from Andalusia (province of Spain 
which included Seville and Cordova), making it easier for 
the Inquisition to isolate the Anussim (Marranos) 
who remained (see 5241 \ 1481). 

All Jews were expelled from Warsaw (Poland), and 
also from Mayence (Mainz, Germany) (see 
5233\1473, 5239\1479). 

R.Yitzchak Abarbanel (see 5269\ 1508) — Don 
Yitzchak Abravanel, a scholarly member of a 
wealthy aristocratic family who were descen¬ 
dants of King David — had succeeded his fa¬ 
ther as treasurer to the king of Portugal. He 
fled to Spain in 1483 — when he was suspected 
of being in a conspiracy against a new king — 
and he subsequently became important in the 
court of the Spanish king (see 5252\1492). 
Some say that his grandfather had originally 
been a royal treasurer in Spain, but left for Por¬ 
tugal to revert to open Judaism, after having been 
forcibly converted (see 5151\1391). 


--- 5241 I 48 I -**- 

The Inquisition was established in Spain. 

The Spanish Inquisition — established with the 
intention of exposing secret Jews, Anussim (Mar¬ 
ranos) — began to function in 1481. It devoted 
its efforts to anti-Jewish activity to a greater 



--- 5245 — I485 --- 

The Jews were attacked in anti-Jewish riots in 
many towns of Provence (S.E.France) in 1484, and 
again in 1485; many were killed. 

The Spanish Inquisition burned twenty-two 
Anussim (Marranos) in Perpignan (France near 
the Spanish border, see 5151\1391). 

All Jews were expelled from Perugia (Italy) in 1485 
(see 5235\1475), and then from Gubbio and 
Vicenza (Italy) in 1486. 

-_- 5247 w* I487 --- 

R.Yaakov (ben Yehuda) Landau — a German 
Talmud scholar residing in Naples (Italy) —wrote 
Sefer HaAgur (Halacha) (printed in Naples 1487 
(see 5235\l 475)). This was probably the first book 
to be printed during the life of the author, and 
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the first work to be published with Haskamot 
( approbations), a practice which later included 
warnings of copyright to extend over a number 
of years. 


5248 1488 


R.Ovatlya Bertinura settled in Yerusltalayim. 

R.Ovadya Bertinura — a disciple of the Maharik 
— arrived in Yerushalayim on the 13th Nissan, 
after two years of travel from Italy, via Egypt. 
He became the leading rabbi in Yerushalayim 
(which suffered from extreme poverty). He sub¬ 
sequently finished his popular commentary to 
the Mishna (see Illustrations, TextC, # 2 ). 

R.Yosef Karo (see 5335\1575) was born. 
Sixteen Jews were burned at the stake in To¬ 
ledo (Spain) on 22nd Av. Forty Anussim (Marra- 
nos) were burned in Toledo (Spain) during this 
year (see 5250\ 1490), and over 100 bodies were 
exhumed and also hr 1 "y this time, the 


Spanish Inquisition 
Anussim (see 5241 \14£ 



rned over 700 


5249 » I489 


The Jews were attacked in parts of Provence (S. 
£. France), some were forcibly converted, and the 
rest were ordered to leave. The expulsion was 
enforced only later (see 5261 \ 1501). 

All Jews were expelled from Lucca (Italy) (see 5245\ 1485). 


-=**- 5250 » 1490 -=**- 

422 Anussim were burned in Toledo (see 5248\ 1488). 
All Jews were expelled from Geneva (see 5232\ 1472), 
and (for the third or fourth time) from Heilbronn 

(Germany). 


--- 5251 w* 1491 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Thurgau (Switzerland) , leav¬ 
ing almost no Jews in Switzerland (see 5250\ 1490). 
Jews were expelled from Ravenna (Italy) and the 
synagogue was burned (see 5249 \ 1489). 


--- 5252 1491 --- 

A Jew was burned at the stake in Avila (Spain) on 
a blood libel in the month of Kislev 5252 \1491, 
and another was stoned to death by an angry 
mob. In the same month, all Jews of Granada 
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were given permission to depart peacefully, be¬ 
fore the Castillian (Christian) forces took control 
from the Moors (Muslims), and completed Chris¬ 
tian control over all of Spain (see map page 326). 

Columbus consulted Rwivraham Zacuto 
for his travels. 

Christopher Columbus — who, some say, may 
have been of Jewish origin — consulted (and 
was encouraged by) R.Avraham Zacuto (see 
5264\1504) — a disciple of the Maharyah (see 
5252\ 1492). He was famous for his knowledge 
of astrology, achievements in astronomy, and 
for his refinement of the astrolabe (an instru¬ 
ment for navigation). Columbus used 
R.Avraham’s improved tables of astronomical 
movement, which once saved the lives of the 
whole expedition. (A menacing native tribe was 
pacified by Columbus, when he threatened to 
take away the light of the moon — which he 
knew was going to be eclipsed.) 


--- 5252 w 1492 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Spain and Sicily. 

It is estimated that 100,000 to 300,000 Jews 
were expelled from Spain, and many became 
Marranos (Anussim). This added to 
the large number of Anussim 
(Marranos) already exist¬ 
ing (see 5151\1391), 
even though 13,000 of 
them had already been ex¬ 
posed by the Inquisition 

(see 5241\1481). 

R.Yitzchak Abarbanel (see 5243\1483) at¬ 
tempted to use his (wealth and) influence to have 
the Spanish expulsion order withdrawn. 

Most of the Jews — who had all left Spain by 
the 9th Av — settled in Turkey (where they were 
welcomed, see 5213\1453), North Africa, and 
Italy (see 5253\1493, 5249\1489). 

Many (some say 150,000) went to Portugal, 
where R.Yitzchak Abohab II — the Maharyah 
(see 5253\1493), the leading Talmud scholar 
in Castille (province of Spain) — convinced the king 
of Portugal to allow a number of Jews to settle. 
The Jews were forced to pay a tax for temporary 
residence in Portugal, and 700 young Jews were 
forcibly expelled — sent to populate an island 
off the coast of central Africa. 

All Jews were also expelled from Sicily and 
Sardinia, which were under Spanish rule, and 
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an estimated 37,000 to 100,000 Jews left. 
Among the refugees leaving Spain were: 
the Maharyah (see 5253\1493), and his dis¬ 
ciples; 

♦ R.Yaakovibn Chaviv (see 5276\1516); 

♦ R.Yaakov Bei Rav (see 5298\ 1538) who was 
not yet 18; 

♦ R.Avraham Zacuto (see 5257 \ 1496 ); 

♦ R.Yitzchak Abarbanel (see 5253\1493); 

♦ Maharam Alashkar (see 5270\1510); 

♦ R.Ephrayim Karo with his family (including 
his 4 year old son, R.Yosef) (see 5282\ 1522); 

♦ R.Yosef Saragossi and his disciple, the Rad- 
vaz (see 5277\ 1517), who was not yet 13, (some 


say the Radvaz left Spain earlier); 

♦ R.Meir (ib)n Gabbai, who was almost 13, and 
was later known as the author of Avodat 
HaKodesh and other Kabbala works. 

—-— 5253 *■* 1492 —-— 

Twenty seven Jews were burned in Mecklenburg 
(povince ofESmany) in a ritual desecration libel (see 
®2j? , and the rest were expelled, on 3rd 

Cheshvan 5253 \ 1492 . All Jews had also been 
expelled from Olesnica (Besia, a region between 0- 
many and Bbnd) . 
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Chapter 13 

The Kov'im * 

The Great Scholars of the Shulchan Aruch & Torah Consolidation 

Jewish Secular 


Year 

5253 R.Yitzchak Abarbanel arrived in Naples, from Spain. 

Year 

1493 

5257 All Jews were expelled from Portugal. 

5276 The Eyn Yaakov was printed. 

5276 The Turks (Ottoman Empire) conquered Eretz Yisrael. 

1496 

1516 

1516 

5285 R.Yosef Yoselman saved many Jews during the Peasants War. 

1525 

5314 A mass burning of Jewish books took place in Rome. 

1553 

5323 T u ^"' 1 chan Aruch was completed by R.Yosef Karo. 

5330 S: |E3 'j Aruch Published With Supplements of Ramo. 

5332 The Ari'zal died in Tzfat (Safed). 

1563 

1570 

1572 

5333 The Maharal came to Prague. 

1573 

5334 The Maharshal died. 

1573 

5335 R.Yosef Karo died in Tzfat. 

1575 

5359 The Maharal returned to Prague again. 

1599 

5374 The Maharsha became Rabbi in Lublin. 

1614 

5377 The Tosaphot Yom Tov commentary was concluded. 

1616 

5382 The Shaloh arrived in Eretz Yisrael. 

1621 

5389 R.Yom Tov Lipman Heller was imprisoned in Prague. 

1629 

5400 R.Yoel Sirkes, the Bach, died. 

1640 

5406 The Shach and Taz (on Shulchan Aruch) were printed. 

5408 Jews Were Massacred by ChmielnitzkTs Forces. 

1646 

1648 

*See Appendix D 
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Section IV 

UNIVERSAL DISPERSION 


Chapter 13 

The Kovim * 

The Great Scholars of the Shulchan Aruch 
& Torah Consolidation 




The thirteenth chapter in Jewish history begins 
with the Jewish expulsion from Spain, and ends 
with the massacre of the Jews of Poland, during the 
Cossack uprising under Chmielnitzki. 

This chapter is notable for the ultimate 
development and consolidation of Halacha — with 
the broad acceptance of the Shulchan Aruch, and 
other aspects of Torah study, and for the calibre of 
the Torah scholars living at that time. 

So great was the effect of this era, that it represents 
a chapter (Tekufa) all on its own. (See Appendix D.) 



* See Appendix D 
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Major Kovim 


RYitzchak Abarbanel 
Yuchasin 

ROvadya Bertinura 

Eyn Yaakov (RYaakov ibn Chaviv) 

RYaakov Poliak 

Radvaz 

Rpit Vosef (RYosef Karo) 
rshal 

ral of Prague 

Mekubetzet (RBetzAshkenazi) 


Ramak (Cordovero) 

Ramo (RMoshe Isserles) 

RMordechai Yaffe (Levush) 

Ari'zal (RYitzchak Luria) 

Sma (RYehoshua Falk) 

RChaim Vital 

Lechem Mishneh (RAvraham di Boton) 
Kli Yakar (RShlomo Ephrayim) 
Maharsha (RShmuel Edels) 

Bach (RYoel Sirkes) 

Shaloh (RYeshayahu Horowitz) 
Tosaphot Yom Tov (Lipman Heller) 
Taz (RDavid ben Shmuel) 

Chelkat Mechokek (RMoshe Lima) 
Shach (RShabbetai Kohen) 


1437 

1508 

61440? 41515 

1445? 

1524? 

61445? 41516? 

1460? 

1530 ? 

61463? 

41573 ? 

1488 

1575 

61510? 41573 

1512? 

1609 

61520? 41594? 

1522? 

1570 

61525? 41573? 

1530 

1612 

61534 

41572 

1540? 

1614 

61542? 41620 

1545 ? 

1588 

61550? 41619 

1555 

1631 

61560? 

1560? 

41640 

1630 

61579 

41654 

1586 

1667 

61605? 41658 

1621 

1663? 
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Chapter 13 a 

The Kovim , 

The Great Scholars of the Shulchan Aruch 
& Torah Consolidation 


5253 ^ 1493 


R. Yitzchak Abarbanel arrived 
in Naples from Spain. 

The overcrowded ships 
arriving with Jewish 
refugees from Spain had 
been allowed to land in 
Genoa (N. Italy) for three days 
only. At the beginning of 1493, this permission 
was also withdrawn. P SiiteeliJc Abohab II (see 

ichak Kanpanton 
R. Yitzchak Abar- 
:r him — arrived 



5252 \ 1492) — a discipli 
— died in Portugal in 1 ^ 
barrel — who had stud_ 



in Naples (Italy) (see 5254\1494). 

All Jews — including refugees from Spain — were 
expelled from Perpignan (France, near the Spanish 
border, see 5255\1485) on Yom Kippur 5254\ 1 493. 
As many as 20,000 Spanish Jews died in Mo¬ 
rocco of attacks, disease and famine, and some 
returned to Spain and converted. 


--- 5254 w 1494 -*- 

Sixteen Jews were killed in Tymau (Tmava, Slovakia; 
Nagyszombat Hungary) in a blood libel (see 5297\ 1537). 
All Jews were expelled from Campo S. Pietro 
and Brescia (Italy) (see 5251\ 1491), and from 
Arles (Provence, S.E.France) (see 5261\1501). 

R.Yitzchak AbarbaneTs home in Naples (Italy) (see 
5253\ 1493) was looted by invading French troops, 
and he moved to the island of Corfu for a while, 
before returning when the French left (see 5269\l 508). 

--- 5255 1495 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Lithuania, and al¬ 
lowed to return eight years later (see 5263\ 1503). 
Most of the Jews of Cosenza (S.Italy) were sub¬ 
jected to FORCED BAPTISM. 

—-— 5256 w 1496 —-— 

After having been allowed to return to parts of 


Austria (see 5181\1421), all Jews were again ex¬ 
pelled (see Iyar 5195\1435) from Carinthia and 
Styria (provinces of Austria) in the month of Adar. 

--- 5257 ^ 1496 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Portugal. 

An expulsion order was issued — in the month 
of Tevet 5257 \1496 — giving all the Jews living 
in Portugal (see 5252 \ 1492) one year to convert 
or to leave the country. Many Jews resisted the 
force — including torture — that was used to 
convince and convert them (see 5257\1497). 
Among the refugees leaving Portugal was 
R.Avraham Zacuto (see 5252\1492, 5264\1504), 
who was consulted on astronomy and navigation 
(see 5252\I49I) by the explorer Vasco da Gama be¬ 
fore a trip to India (where, some say, he captured a 
travelling Jew, subjecting him to forced baptism). 

R.Yitzchak Karo — uncle of R.Yosef Karo who 
had settled in Portugal before the Spanish ex¬ 
pulsion — left for Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey). 

--- 5257 1497 --- 

From the first day of Pesach, many Jewish children 
— aged 4 through 14 — were captured and sub¬ 
jected to forced baptism in Portugal (see 5257 \1496). 
This led to some of the parents converting in order 
to remain in the countiy with their children. The 
government of Portugal also connivingly brought 
20,000 Jews to Lisbon, and assembled them in a 
palace where they were then denied food and water 
and subjected to forced baptism. These became the 
Anussim (Marranos) of Portugal. 

--- 5258 1498 --- 

All Jews — including refugees from Spain — 
were expelled from Navarre (province of Spain 
on the French border) (see 5253\1493), and 
from the island of Rhodes. 

All Jews were expelled from Nuremberg (Bavaria, 
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Living in the Year 1500 

- N 

R.Yitzchak Abarbanel 

1437, 

1508. 

Yuchasin 

1440:, 

dl515. 

R.Ovadya Bcitinura 

1445:, 

1524?. 

Eyn Yaakov (R.Yaakov ibn Chaviv) 

1445:, 

1516?. 

R.Yaakov Poliak 

1460?, 

1530?. 

Radvaz 

LI 46T, 

41573?. 

R.YoscfYosdman 

1478?, 

1555?. 

Beit Yosef (R.Yosef Karo) 

6.1488, 

1575. 

- T 


Germany) in Tammuz (see 5211 \ 1450, 5311 \ 1551), 
although some settled in the surrounding villages. 
All Jews were again expelled (see 5164\1404) 
from Salzburg (Austria). 


Jews were permitted to return to Lithuania, (see 
5255\ 1495). 


--- 5264 » 1504 --- 

R.Avraham Zacuto (see 5257 \1496] had settled 
in Tunisia (see 5270\1510) after the expulsion 
from Portugal (he was twice taken prisoner on 
his journey). He concluded his Sefer Yuchasin 
(history) in 1504, and later travelled to Turkey, 
Damascus, and some say Eretz Yisrael. 

All Jews were expelled from Pilsen (Bohemia) in a 
ritual desecration libel (see 5003M243). 

-- 5265 » 1505 --- 


5259 » 1499 


Seventy-five Anussim (Marranos) were burned 
at the stake in Avila (Spain), and the bones of 
twenty-six Jews were ^vhnmp^ and burned. 



R. (Asher) Lemlein predicted that the Mashiach 
(Messiah) was about to come, and he propelled a 
movement of Teshuva (repentance), which spread 
to many communities in Europe. R.Zeligman 
Gans — grandfather of the author of Tzemach 
David — demolished his special matza-baking 
oven, because next year he would be in Eretz Yis¬ 
rael [Tzem.Dau 5260]. There was disappointment, when 
R. Lemlein died but no documented negative 
movements [SeeEncpd.Jud.ll.il]. 

—-— 5261 1501 —-— 

All Jews were expelled from Provence (S.EFrance) (see 
5155\ 1394) except for that part which belonged to 
the Pope’s court (see 5029\I269,5080M320,5329M569). 

- - 5262 1502 —-— 

A number of Jews (refugees from Spain) were 
burned at the stake in Dubrovnik (Yugoslavia). 

--- 5263 w 1503 --- 

R.Yaakov Poliak, — a leading rabbi who estab¬ 
lished a yeshiva in Cracow (Poland), after leaving 
Prague — introduced his sharp (and somewhat 
controversial) style of Talmud scholarship 
(Chilukim) into Poland-Lithuania / Mrsha.B.M. 85a- 
’’DeLishtnkach”/ Tzem.Dav.5290/ Chav.Yair.152]. 


All Jews were expelled from Orange (S.E.France) 
(see 5261 \ 1501). 

--- 5266 1506 --- 

Two thousand Anussim (Marranos) were killed 
in Lisbon (see 5257\1497). 

An angry crowd in a blood libel in Venice stoned 
a Jew to death. 

— 5269 1508 --- 

R.Yitzchak Abarbanel (see 5243\1483) died 
(some say in Tishrei 5269 \ 1508) in Venice (N. 
Italy) where he had settled in 1503 (see 
5254\ 1494), and he was buried nearby in Padua. 
He wrote a commentaiy to the Bible, and Rosh 
Emanah (philosophy), as well as other works. 

--- 5270 ^ 1509 --- 

R. Chaim ben Yitzchak Katz (of whom little else 
is known) was killed in Prague, in a libel on the 
28th Tishrei 5270 \1509. 

-=**- 5270 1510 -**- 

All Jews were expelled from Colmar (Alsace, a re¬ 
gion between France and Germany) in Shvat, and from 
Coltbus (Germany). 

Some of the wealthy Jews were allowed to remain 
in Naples (S. Italy) where the rest were expelled. 
Jewish books were confiscated in Frankfort am 
Mai at the instigation of a meshumad (apostate), 
but were returned — less than two months later 
— in Sivan. 

Thirty-eight Jews were burned at the stake in 
Berlin, in Av in a ritual desecration libel (see 
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5003\l 243), and the rest were expelled from the 
whole province of Brandenburg (see 5206\1446, 
and 5303 \ 1543). 

R.Moshe (ben Yitzchak) — the Maharam 
Alashkar, who had settled in Tunisia after the 
expulsion from Spain (see 5252\1492) — left 
there in 1510, when Spanish forces landed in 
parts of North Africa and imprisoned a number 
of Jews. He settled in Greece for a while, and then 
moved to Cairo, where he remained for an extended 
time writing many Sh’elot UTeshuvot. He went to 
Eretz Yisrael shortly before he died. 


and (some say) in Fez (Morocco) after leaving Spain 
(see 5252\1492). When the Turks conquered 
Egypt in 1517, and the system of Jewish com¬ 
munal structure changed, the Radvaz became 
the leader of Egyptian Jews (see 5313\1553). He 
formally ended the Minyan Shtarot (see 3449 \- 
313) which was still being used there, and he 
was consulted on Halacha questions from many 
countries [Radvaz HilMel5.7], 

Much Jewish property was destroyed when the 
Turks conquered Tlemcen (Pomaria, Algeria) and 
the Jews were subsequently required to wear a 
yellow patch on their headgear. 


--- 5275 1515 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Laibach (Austria, now 
Ljubjana, Slovenia) in Tevet 1515 (see 5256\1496); 
and from Genoa (N. Italy) (see 5253\ 1493), where 
they were allowed to return a short while later 
(see 5310\1550). 


5276 

The Eyn Yaak 



6 

printed. 


After leaving Spain, R.Yaakov (ben Shlomo) ibn 
Chaviv (see 5252\1492) settled in Salonika 
(Greece) (some say he went to Portugal first). He 
wrote — and began printing— the Eyn Yaakov 
(collection of the Agada quotes from the Talmud, with his com¬ 
piled commentary), but it was completed (after his 
death) by his son R.Levi, who later settled in 
Yerushalayim (see 5298 \ 1538). 


The (Ottoman Turks) conquered Eretz Yisrael. 

Eretz Yisrael was conquered by the Turks becoming 
part of a rapidly expanding empire (see map page 329). 
All Jews were expelled from Lowicz (Poland). 

In the month of Iyar the Jews of Venice were or¬ 
dered to move out of the city to a restricted area 
where there had previously been a foundiy (‘getto’ 
in Italian). It is assumed that this is the origin of the 
term ‘ghetto’, although there were many earlier cases 
of Jews being forced into separate — if not so re¬ 
mote — living areas (and apparently the term ‘get’ 
was used much earlier in Rome, to signify a sepa¬ 
rated section of a town.) 

It was in Venice — a year later, in Kislev 
5278\1517 — that the popular Chumash Mikra’ot 
Gedolot (with commentaries) (see Illustrations, Text A) was 
printed for the first time. 


--- 5277 w 1517 --- 

The Radvaz, R.David (ben Shlomo) ibn (Avi) Zimra, 
had settled in Egypt, having been in Tzfat (Safed) 


—— 5278 1518 --- 

The Jews of Hevron were attacked; many were 
killed and many fled. 


--- 5279 1519 --- 

All Jews were expelled from the region of 
Wuertemberg (Germany) and from Regensburg 
(Bavaria, Germany) (see 5211\ 1450, 5311\ 1551). 

--- 5282 15 21 --- 

The Jews of Yerushalayim were blamed for a 
severe water shortage in Kislev 5282 \1521, and 
were required to pay heavy fines. 


- - 5282 1522 —-— 

R.Ephrayim Karo — the father of the young 
R.Yosef Karo (see 5252\1492) — had settled in 
Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey), after the expulsion 
from Spain — some say they were in Portugal 
until the expulsion from there. After his father 
died R.Yosef became the disciple of his uncle 
R.Yitzchak Karo (see 5257 \1496). He began writ¬ 
ing the Beit Yosef (a thorough study of the development of 


rf 


\ 


[ Living in the Year 1520 j 

R.Ovaclya Bertinura 

1445?, 

1524?. 

R.Yaakov Poliak 

1460?, 

4.1530?. 

Radvaz 

1463?, 

1573?. 

R.Yosef Yosclinan 

1478?, 

4.1555?. 

Beit Yosef (R.Yosef Karo) 

1488, 

1575. 

Maharshal 

1510?, 

4.1573. 

Maharal of Prague 

15127, 

1609. 

Shitta Mekubetzet (R.Betz. Ashkenazi) 

1520?, 

4.1594?. 


V 
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Halacha, written as a commentary on the Tur) in 1522 after 
he had moved to Adrianople (Turkey). From there 
he moved to Nikopol (Bulgaria). 

Between 2,000 and 3,000 Jews had been cap¬ 
tured and brought as slaves to the island of 
Rhodes (see 5258\1498). In 1522, these Jewish 
slaves helped the Turks conquer Rhodes, which 
subsequently became a vibrant Jewish center. 

--- 5283 1523 --- 

Most of the Jews left Cranganore (S.W. India) when 
the Portuguese conquered the tenitoiy. Many settled 
in Cochin (S.W. India), where they were granted cer¬ 
tain protections by the local rajah (prince). 


--- 5288 1528 --— 

Although the Spanish government required set¬ 
tlers in Mexico to prove that they had been Chris¬ 
tian for four generations, many Anussim (Marranos) 
managed to emigrate (see 5310 \ 1550) — some were 
burned at the stake in 1528. 

--- 5289 » 1529 --- 

Thirty Jews were burned to death in Pezinok (Poesing 
Slovakia; Bazin, Hungary) in a blood ubel in Sivan 1529, 
and the rest were expelled from there (see 
5287\ 1526) and from a number of other towns. 


5284 a. 1524 


All the Jews of Cairo were to be massacred 
unless they paid an exorbitant tax. However 
on the day the money was tn be paid, the (lo¬ 


cal) ruler was killed i 
and to commemoral 
instituted Purim Mit 2 


rnter) rebellion, 
vent the Jews 
a the 28th Adar. 


--- 5285 » 1525 --- 

R.Eliyahu Mizrachi — leading rabbi in Turkey 
and author of a famous work on Rashi’s Chu- 
mash (Bible) commentary — died in Constanti¬ 
nople (Istanbul, Turkey). 

All Jews of Carpentras — (Provence, S.E. France), part 
of the papal territory (see 5080\ 1320, 5261 \ 1501) 
— were ordered to wear yellow hats by the Pope 
(Clement VII) in Sivan 1525 (see 4977\ 121 6). 

R.Yosef Yoselman saved many Jews tluring the 
Peasants War. 

R.Yosef Yoselman the shtadlan (see 5290\ 1530) 
saved the Jews of Alsace (a region between France 
and Germany) during the bloody Peasants War (re¬ 
volt) through brave negotiations. 

—— 5287 15 26 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Hungary in Kislev 
5287 \1526 (see 5120\1360) as the Turks (Ot¬ 
toman Empire) invaded the country. Many crossed 
to the Balkan countries (which include Greece, Bul¬ 
garia, SE Romania, Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro, 
Bosnia and Hercegovina, Albania, and Macedonia) which 
were under Turkish rule ("see map page 329) — 
although some continued to live in small towns 
(see 5289 \ 1529), and some returned to the 
larger towns a few years later (see 5120\ 1360). 


--- 5290 1530 --- 

R.Yosef Yoselman of Rosheim (E. France, near Ger¬ 
many) (see 5285\ 1525, 5303\ 1543) — a scholar 
and a great shtadlan (advocate and negotiator for Jewish 
causes) whose great uncles had been killed in a 
blood libel, see 5230\1470 — was forced to de¬ 
bate a meshumad (apostate) on the Rosh Chodesh 
Av 1530. The meshumad was subsequently ex¬ 
pelled from Augsburg (Germany). 

R.Yosef Yoselman also succeeded in convinc¬ 
ing the emperor that Jews were not spying for 
the Turks (Ottomans). He was outstanding as a 
shtadlan, by virtue of the broad sphere of influ¬ 
ence he managed to maintain, and in the num¬ 
ber of times he interceded for Jewish causes. 

All Jews of Germany were required to wear a 
yellow badge in 1530 (see 4977 \ 1216). 

--- 5293 1532 --- 

Shlomo Molcho was an Anuss (Marrano) from Por¬ 
tugal who returned to (open) Jewish practice — by 
the influence of David Re’uveni (as did many) — 
when David came to Portugal to involve the king 
in a war against the growing Turkish (Ottoman) em¬ 
pire (see 5276\1516, 5277\1517, 5287\1526 (map 
page 329)). David’s plan — which he skillfully suc¬ 
ceeded in making credible — was that the Jews 
would take Eretz Yisrael, and that this would be 
the advent of Mashiach (the Messiah). Shlomo left 
Portugal — with David, who was forced to leave — 
and after much journey, he took up David’s mis¬ 
sion, apparently indicating that he himself was 
Mashiach. They both travelled to Regensburg (Ger¬ 
many) (see 5279\1519), where the emperor had 
them arrested and imprisoned. Shlomo was burned 
at the stake in Kislev 5293\ 1532 for refusing to 
convert to Christianity. David Re’uveni — whose 
country of origin was unclear, but believed to be 
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Africa or Arabia — died in prison a few years later 
(some say he was burned at the stake). 


supported by the scholars of Tzfat, he was vigor¬ 
ously opposed by R.Levi ibn Chaviv (see 
5276\1516) and other rabbis. 


--- 5293 1533 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Constance (Germany). 

--- 5294 ** 1534 --- 

Many Jews were massacred in Tlemcen (Pomaria, 
Algeria) when the Spanish conquered the town (see 
5270\1510, 5277\1517), and 1,500 were en¬ 
slaved (see 5295\ 1535). 


--- 5295 1535 --- 

Many Jews were killed in Tunis and many were 
captured and sold as slaves when invaders (see 
5270\1510, 5294\1534) ransacked the city. 


5296 

R.Yosef Karo (see 528! 



, moved to Eretz 
Yisrael after his three children (and first wife) 
had died — some say he spent three years in 
Salonika (Greece) and they died there. He settled 
in Tzfat (Safed), where he considered himself a 
disciple of R.Yaakov Bei Rav (see 5298\1538) 
— whom he may have studied under, during a 
previous stay in Egypt. 


5297 w1537 


When the brothers who established the first 
Jewish printing press in Poland (Cracow) con¬ 
verted to Christianity, the Jews there boycotted 
their books until the king issued an order in 
Nissan 1537 which broke the boycott [see Ency.Jud. 

5 . 1037 , 7 . 1189 ]. 

Jews were killed in Tymau (Tmava, Slovakia; Nagyszombat 
Hungary) in a blood libel (see 5299\ 1539). 

--- 5298 1538 --- 

R.Yaakov Bei Rav was a very young) rabbi in Fez 
(Morocco) after he left Spain (see 5252\1492). He 
travelled (on business matters) to Egypt and Syria, 
before settling in Tzfat (Safed), where he was ac¬ 
cepted as a leader by such scholars as R.Yosef 
Karo (see 5296\1536). R.Yaakov attempted — by 
use of the Rambam’s Halacha — to re-introduce 
the original Semicha (ordination) which would en¬ 
able for rulings and judgements on all matters, 
including capital punishments. Although he was 


--- 5299 ^ 1539 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Tyrnau (Tmava, Slovakia; 
Nagyszombat, Hungary) in Adar 1539, after a blood 
libel two years earlier (see 5297\1537, and 
5254\ 1494). 


--- 5301 — 1540 --- 

The well acclaimed [Resh.choch.sh.HaTesh.7] anony¬ 
mous work Orchot Tzadikim (Mussar) — written 
in Yiddish — appeared in this year. 

The Portuguese Inquisition — which began to 
function (see 5012\1252, 5241\1481) with the 
intention of seeking out Anussim (Marranos) (see 
5257\1497) — had some burned to death in 
Lisbon on the 19th Tishrei 5301 \ 1540. Eventu¬ 
ally 1,200 Anussim were burned to death by this 
Inquisition (see 5266\1506). 


( f \ 


Living in the Year 1540 

Radvaz 

1463?, 1573?. 

R.Yosef Yoscl man 

1478?, 41555?. 

Beit Yosef (R.Yoscf Karo) 

1488, 1575. 

Maharshal 

1510?, 41573. 

Maharal of Prague 

1512?, 1609. 

Sliitta Mekubetzet (R.Bctz. Ashkenazi) 

1520?, 4.1594?. 

Ramak (Coidovero) 

1522?, 1570. 

Ramo (R.Moshe Isserles) 

1525?, 4.1573. 

R.Mordcehai Valle (Levush) 

1530, 1612. 

Ari'zal (R.Yitzchak Luria) 

/ 1534, 4.1572. 

Sma (R.Yehoshua Falk) 

1540?, 1614. 


—-— 5301 - 1541 —-— 

There was a massacre of Jews in Bohemia, af¬ 
ter an order was issued expelling them from 
the country (see 5317\1557). 

All the Jews who had resettled in Naples (S.ltaly) 
were expelled again (see 5270\1510). 

--- 5302 1542 --- 

R.Yosef Karo finished his Beit Yosef commen¬ 
tary on the Tur (see 5282\1522) on the 11th 
Elul, and it brought him great respect amongst 
leading Talmud scholars of the time. 

R.Ovadya Seforno of Italy wrote a commentary 
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on the Chumash (Bible) (see Illustrations, Text A, #9). 
The Jews of Kalisch (Poland) were attacked in anti- 
Jewish riots. 


5303 ^ 1543 


All Jews were expelled from Muehlhausen (Saxony, 
province of Germany) (see 5232\ 1472) and from other 
towns of the province, as a result of the influ¬ 
ence of Martin Luther (a German Christian re¬ 
former) who had turned against the Jews — some 
say in disappointment that the Jews did not ac¬ 
cept his form of (less “paganistic”) Christianity. 
R.YosefYoselman (see 5290\ 1530) had attempted 
to intercede there, without success, although — 
through his representations —Jews were allowed 
to return to live in Brandenburg (province of Ger¬ 
many) (see 5270\ 1510, 5333\ 1573). Some say that 
he (R. Yosef) is the Jew with whom John Calvin (a 
French Christian reformer) engaged in a debate 
(recorded in Calvin’s writings) see 5290\1530. 


5305 



200 Jews were killed, and 5,000 houses destroyed 
in a fire in Salonika (Greece) on the 4th of Av. 


--- 5307 1547 --- 

Many Jews were killed in Treviso (N. Italy) in anti- 
Jewish riots, and the rest left town. 


--- 5310 w 1550 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Genoa (N. Italy) (see 
5275\1515). 

Some say that at this point there were more 
Anussim (Marranos) in Mexico City than there 
were Christians (see 5288 \ 1528). 

--- 5311 w I55I -_- 

The Jews of Bratslav (Podolia, Poland) were attacked 
by the Tartars who invaded the town. 

The Jews in Austria were required to wear a 
yellow badge, (see 4977 \1216). 

The last Jews of Bavaria were expelled (see 
5211\ 1450, 5238\1478, 5258\1498, 5279\1519). 


in Tzfat (Safed), where he lived for some twenty 
years. He wrote many Sh’elot UTeshuvot, and a 
commentary on sections of the Rambam’s Yad 
HaChazaka (see Illustrations, Text I, #6). 

He was succeeded in Egypt by his disciple 
R.Betzalel Ashkenazi, author of the Shitta 
MeKubetzet (collection — from unpublished manuscripts 

— of the commentaries and Tosaphot of early scholars on the 
Talmud). Later, R.Betzalel also went to Eretz Yis- 
rael, where some say he had been born. 

The Ari’zal — R.Yitzchak Luria Ashkenazi (see 
5330\ 1570), who was bom in Yerushalayim — was 
brought to Cairo by his mother (after his father 
died), to her wealthy brother, who later became his 
father-in-law. He was a disciple of the Radvaz, and 
also of R.Betzalel — although R.Betzalel and the 
Ari’zal later wrote the Shitta MeKubetzet on (the 
Talmud tractate) Zevachim together [shem.Hag.i.37a]. 

--- 5314 ^ 1553 --- 

A mass burning of Jewish books in Rome. 

A ger tzedek (convert to Judaism) who had previously 
been a monk was burned alive in Elul 5313\1553 
in Rome. 

The Pope (Julius III) ordered the burning of the Talmud 

— and the cessation of its printing — because of 
alleged anti-Christian content (see 5002\1242, 
5023\1263). On the first day of Rosh HaShana 
5314\ 1553 the Inquisition staged a massive burn¬ 
ing of the Talmud and other Jewish books in Rome, 
and Jewish books were subsequently burned in 
many cities in Italy (see 5319\1559, and 
5361\ 1601). In Venice, over 1,000 copies of the 
Talmud and 500 copies of the Rif were burned on 
the 13th Cheshvan 5314 \ 1553. 

Dona Gracia (Mendes) Nassi — a distinguished Jew¬ 
ish stateswoman who used her vast wealth and 
aristocratic contacts to conduct a network for aid¬ 
ing her fellow Anussim (Marranos) to leave Portugal 

— left Ferrara (Italy, see 5343\ 1583) and settled in 
Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey). She was bom into a 
family of Anussim in Portugal (see 5257\ 1497), had 
left Portugal after her husband’s (untimely) death, 
and had later openly declared herself Jewish. In Con¬ 
stantinople, she extended her financial support to 
further Jewish study, and Jewish causes. 

--- 5315 1555 --- 


--- 5313 1553 --- 

The (elderly) Radvaz (see 5277\1517) settled in 
Eretz Yisrael, in Yerushalayim at first, and then 


The Jews of Rome (and other cities) were ordered 
by the Pope (Paul IV, see 5316\1556) to live in ghet¬ 
tos and lock the doors of the ghetto at night. 
Men were to wear yellow hats, and women yellow 
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kerchiefs — and they were subjected to severe eco¬ 
nomic restrictions (see 5558\1798). 

--- 5316 — 1556 --- 

Twenty-six Portuguese Anussim (Marranos) who 
had openly returned to Judaism were burned to death 
in Ancona (Italy) on the 3rd of Iyar, by order of the 
Pope (PaulIV, see 5315\1555). 

Three Jews were killed in Sochatchev (Poland) in 
a ritual desecration libel (see 5003\l 243). 

--- 5317 ^ 1557 --- 


The Jews of Bohemia — who had returned since 
the last expulsion (see 5301 \ 1541) were expelled 
from the major cities (although they were allowed 
to return a short while later); a few Jews were 
allowed to remain in Prague. 

Among those leaving Prague was R.Mordechai 
Yaffe (see 5352\1592). Bp was a disciple of the 


Ramo and the Mahar 
Levushim, which is kr 
He lived in Italy for app 


d author of the 
Levush (Halacha). 
;ly ten years, be¬ 


fore becoming rabbi in Hurodno (Grodno, Lithuania), 
Lublin (Poland), and then Kremeniec (Poland). He par¬ 
ticipated in the Va’ad Arba Aratzot (see 5340\l 580). 


5318 — 1558 






Living in the Year 1560 

Radvaz 

1463?, 

1573?. 

Beit Yosef (R.Yosef Karo) 

h.1488, 

J1575. 

Maharshal 

1510?, 

1573. 

Maharal of Prague 

1512?, 

d 1609. 

Sliitta Mekubctzct (R.Betz.Aslikcnazi) 1520?, 

1594?. 

Ramak (Coidovero) 

1522?, 

d 1570. 

Ramo (R.Moshe Isserles) 

1525?, 

1573. 

R.Mordechai Yaffe (Levush) 

(*.1530, 

d 1612. 

Ari'zal (R. Yitzehak Luria) 

1534, 

1572. 

Sma (R.Yehoshua Falk) 

1540?, 

d 1614. 

R.Chaim Vital 

1542?, 

1620. 

Lechem Mishneh (R.Avraliam di Boton) 1545?, 

d 1588. 

Kli Yakar (R.Shlomo Ephrayim) 

1550?, 

1619. 

Maharsha (R.Shmuel Riels) 

(,.1555, 

d 1631. 

Bach (R.Yocl Shies) 

1560?, 

1640. 

Shaloh (R.Yeshayahu Horowitz) 

1560?, 

d 1630. JJ 


Yosef, see 5282 \ 1522) — on the 17th Adar. 

He corresponded with the Ramo, who later supple¬ 
mented R.Yosefs Sephardi oriented Shulchan Aruch 
with the Ashkenazi rulings and customs. This 
helped consolidate the eventual role of the Shulchan 
Aruch as the ultimate word in Halacha. 

All Jews were expelled from Neutitschein (Novy 
Jicin, Moravia) in Elul. 


7,500 Jews — many of them exiles from Portu¬ 
gal and Spain — died in a cholera epidemic in 
Marrakesh (Morocco) (see 5253\1493). 

--- 5319 1559 --- 

10,000 Jewish books were burned in Cremona (N. 
Italy) under the instructions of the Inquisition (see 
5314 \ 1553 ). However, the Zohar was printed there 
in the same year, by a recently established press — 
of non-Jewish ownership — which also published 
(in the following year) a Chumash (Bible) with a 
Yiddish translation by someone Jewish. 


--- 5324 w I563 --- 

Ivan the Terrible captured the city of Polotzk (Lithua¬ 
nia) and thirty Jews were drowned in the Dvina 
(Daugava) River on the 25th Kislev (first day Chanuka) 
for refusing to be subjected to forced baptism. 

--- 5325 ^ 1565 --- 

The Maharam Padua — R.Meir (ben Yitzehak) 
Katzenellenbogen, a disciple of R.Yaakov Poliak and 
of R. Yehuda of Mintz (Mahari Mintz, whose grand¬ 
daughter he married) — died on the 10th Shvat. 


--- 5323 1563 --- 

The Shulchan Aruch was completed by 
R. Yosef Karo. 

R. Yosef Karo — who was already greatly respected 
by most Talmud scholars (see 5302 \ 1542) — fin¬ 
ished writing the Shulchan Aruch (code of law) (see 
Illustrations, TextsJ KL&M„#I) — which was an ab¬ 
breviated extension of his commentary, the Beit 


--- 5326 — 1566 --- 

Jewish men were required to wear yellow hats 
in Lithuania, and the women were required to 
wear yellow kerchiefs. 

--- 5327 ^ 1567 --- 

Jews were expelled from the rest of the prov- 
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ince of Genoa (N. Italy) (see 5310\ 1550), although 
they returned after a short while. 

--- 5329 ^ 1568 --- 

R.Yisrael (ben Yeshayahu) HaLevi Horowitz — 
a great-uncle of the Shaloh, and of R.Pinchas 
(see 5345\1585) — was burned to death to¬ 
gether with his son-in-law, R.Moshe ben Yoel 
in Prague on 27th Kislev. 


bala (as well Alfasi Zuta (summary of the Rif) — helped 
the Ramak (financially) in publishing his works. 

--- 5331 1571 --- 

Anti-Jewish riots began in Berlin, because of ac¬ 
cusations that a court Jew — whose name 
has been recorded as Lippold — had (wrongly) 
exploited his power as a royal administrator (see 
5333 \ 1573). 


5329 w I569 


533 2 w 1572 


In Adar, all Jews were expelled from the Papal 
States (most of central Italy, including Bologna and Recanti) 
by the Pope (Pius V). The expulsion excluded 
Rome and Ancona, but included Carpentras 
(Provence, S.E.France) (see 5261 \ 1501). 


5330 1570 


The Shulchan Ar 
with the suppler 



published 
the Romo. 


The Ramo — R.Moshe isseries (ben Yisrael - 
Isserel), a disciple (and son-in-law) of R. Shalom 
Shachna (who was a disciple of R.Yaakov Poliak, 
see 5263\ 1503) —wrote Darkei Moshe (supplement 
to the Beit Yosef on the Tur), and then Hagahot (supplemen¬ 
tary comments to the Shulchan Aruch (see 532311563)). These 
supplements (seeIllustrations, TextsJKL&M,#2) — which 
included Ashkenazi Halacha decisions and cus¬ 
toms, and was also known as the Mappa (“table¬ 
cloth’ to the shulchan) — helped consolidate the 
eventual role of the Shulchan Aruch as the ulti¬ 
mate word in Halacha (see 5374\1614). The Ramo 
(see 5333\1573) wrote many other works — in¬ 
cluding Torat HaChattat (Halacha), Torat Ha’Olah 
(Kabbala), as well as Sh’elot UTeshuvot. 

With the establishment of an investigatory tri¬ 
bunal in Peru in Shvat, the Inquisition officially 
‘arrived’ in South America (see 5310\1550). 
The Ari’zal (see 5313\1553, 5332\1572) —who 
had spent many years in secluded study near 
Cairo — settled in Tzfat (Safed). He arrived (in 
Tzfat) just before the Ramak (R.Moshe 
Cordovero) — from whom he was eager to learn 
— died there on the 23rd Tammuz. 

The Ramak — author of Pardes Rimmonim (Kab¬ 
bala) and of a commentary on the Zohar, among 
other works — was a disciple of R.Yosef Karo, 
and of his own brother-in-law, R.Shlomo HaLevi 
Alkabetz (author of the piyut Lecha Dodi). 
R.Menachem Azaryah of Fano (Italy) — the Rama 
MiFano, who was the author of many works of Kab- 


The Ari’zal died in Tzfat (Safed). 

The great Kabbala scholar, the Ari’zal (see 
5330\1570, 5334\ 1573), R.Yitzchak Luria — who 
had attracted as many as thirty disciples in the 
short period of some two years (or less) that he 
lived in Tzfat — died during an epidemic on the 
5th Av, at the very young age of 38. He had earned 
his living (it appears) as a merchant, and his 
daughter married the son of R.Yosef Karo. 

His teachings — which he transmitted orally — 
gave a new dimension to the study of Kabbala. 
R.Chaim Vital — his major disciple — who was 
approximately 29 — had previously been a dis¬ 
ciple of the Ramak, and was a disciple of R.Moshe 
Alshich. He recorded the Ari’zal’s Kabbala in notes, 
and the other disciples agreed to the superior 
authenticity of these notes (some say the Ari’zal 
had instructed only him to take notes). He lived 
almost fifty years longer and wrote many works, 
including Etz Chaim and Pri Etz Chaim (Kabbala). 

—-— 5333 ^ 1573 —-— 

The Maharal came to Prague. 

R.Yehuda Liva (Loew, Leib) (ben Betzalel) — a 
descendant of King David, known as the Maha¬ 
ral (of Prague) — left Nikolsburg (Mikulov, Moravia) 
— where he had been rabbi of the province of 
Moravia for twenty years — and he settled in 
Prague — for eleven years (see 5317\1557, 
5352\1592) — where he opened a yeshiva which 
was called the ‘Klaus’. 

Lippold (see 5331\ 1571) was executed in Ber¬ 
lin in Shvat when he refused to convert, and 
(consequently) all Jews were expelled from Ber¬ 
lin and the whole province of Brandenburg (see 
5303\ 1543, 5430\ 1670). 

The Ramo, see 5330\1570, died on 18th Iyar (Lag 
B’Omer) [raz.oc.420] at a veiy young age — opinions 
varying from an age of 33 [shBm.Hag.i. 46 b] to 47. 
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5334 1573 


The Mah arshal died. 

The Maharshal — R.Shlomo Luna (a descendant 
of Rashi, and related to the Ramo and the Ari’zal) 
— died in Lublin (Fbland) on the 12th Kislev. He wrote 
(among other works) Yam Shel Shlomo (on the Tal¬ 
mud) and Chochmat Shlomo (now printed at the end of 
standard editions of the Talmud) (see Illustrations, Text N,# I). 


5335 ^ 1575 


R.Avraham di Boton — a disciple of R.Shmuel 
de Medina (Maharashdam) in Salonika (Greece) 
— was writing Lechem Mishneh (commentary on 
the Rambam’s Yad HaChazaka) (see Illustrations, Text I, 
#8) when he saw the Kesef Mishneh of R.Yosef 
Karo (which was a similar work) (see Illustrations, 
Text I, # 7 ) on the 5th Adar iLech.Mish.HiiTef.11.15]. 
R.Eliyahu de Vidas — a disciple of the Ramak (see 


5330\1570) — complet 

ma ( Mussar) in Tzfat (Safer 

H. Yosef Kan 


g Reishis Choch- 
18th Adar- 2 . 

Tzfat. 


R. Yosef Karo died in Tzfat (Safed) on the 13th Nis¬ 
san, shortly after the sixth edition of the Shulchan 
Aruch (see 5323\1563) and his Kesef Mishneh, 
were printed. 

R.Moshe Alshich — his disciple, also a rabbi in 
Tzfat — wrote Torat Moshe Alshich (comments and 
homily on the Bible). 

R.Shmuel Uceda (Uzida) — a disciple of the Ari’zal 
— wrote Midrash Shmuel (commentary on PirkeiAvot). 
R.Gedalyah ibn Yachya left Italy to settle in 
Alexandria (Egypt). He was author of the 
chronicle Shalshelet HaKabbala, which at¬ 
tracted much criticism from scholars [shemHag.i. 
(2a-b, 3-4), 1.85-end, etc./Dor.Har.5.267/ Otz.Hag.3.75], 


—-— 5337 1577 —-— 

Twenty Jews were killed in anti-Jewish riots in 
Posen (Poznan, Poland). 

All Jews of Rome and Ancona (see 5329\ 1569) were 
ordered to attend conversion sermons in churches 
(see 5038\ 1278), by order of the Pope [Gregory XIII, 
who calculated the Gregorian calendar). 

- - 5340 1580 --- 

The Va’ad Arba Aratzot (Council of Four Lands, provinces of an 
extended Poland, see at end of paragraph) — an autonomous 
Jewish body, which served as the leadership of all 
Jews of Poland for some 200 years (see 5524\ 1764) 


?-T 

Living in the Year 1580 

Maharal of Prague 

1512’, 1609. 

Sliitta Mekubetzet (R. Betz. Ashkenazi) 

I).1520?, d.1594?. 

R.Mordcchai Yaffe (Levush) 

1530, 1612. 

Sma (R.Yehoshua Falk) 

1540?, d.1614. 

R.Chaim Vital 

1542?, 1620. 

Lechem Mishneh (R.Avrahani di Boton) 
Kli Yakar (R.Shlomo Ephrayim) 

1545?, 1588. 

1550?, 1619. 

Maharsha (R.Shmuel Edels) 

1555, 1631. 

Bach (R.Yoel Sirkcs) 

1560?, 1640. 

Shaloh (R.Yeshayahu Horowitz) 

1560?, 1630. 

Tosaphot Yom Tov (Lipman Hdlcr) 

k- 

1579, 1654. 

y 


— administered the social (welfare), monetary 
(taxes), and legal (Halacha) matters of Polish Jews. 
Many of the great rabbis participated in the Va’ad 
(see 53I7\I 557, 5374\ 1614,5400\ 1640,54I4\I 654). Meet¬ 
ings usually took place in an appointed city at the 
time of a fair, and its Beit din would (also) sit in 
judgement. The Council used its powers to imple¬ 
ment the decisions it had made. 

/The Four Lands: Great Poland (Poznan), Little Poland 
(Crakow and Lublin) , Red Rus ’ (Lemberg [now Lvov in Ukraine]), 
and Volhynia (Ostrog and Kremieniec), see maps]. 


—— 5343 1583 —— 

Yosef Saralvo — one of the Portuguese Anussim 
(Marranos, see 5257\ 1497) who returned to Ju¬ 
daism — was arrested in Ferrara, a town (in N. Italy) 
that had served as a refuge for oppressed Jews. 
He was burned at the stake in Rome on the 
27th Shvat, with other Jews (some say two oth¬ 
ers) of similar background. He claimed to have 
returned 800 Anussim to Judaism. 


—— 5344 ^ 1584 —— 

R.Yissachar Ber (ben Naftali) HaKohen — known 
as Berman Ashkenazi, who (some say) was a 
disciple of the Ramo — finished writing Matanot 
Kehuna (commentary on Midrash Rabba) in Poland. 

At this time, R.Shmuel (ben Yitzchak) Yaffe (Ash¬ 
kenazi) — rabbi of the Ashkenazi community in 
Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey) — was writing Yefei 
To’ar (commentary on Midrash Rabba). 

—-— 5345 1585 —-— 

R.Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz (see 5329\ 1568} — a 
Talmud scholar from Prague, who married Miriam 
Beilla, the sister of the Ramo (who was famous for 
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her scholarship and piety) in Cracow (Poland) — be¬ 
came the head of the Va’ad Arba Aratzot (see 5340\ 1580). 

—-— 5349 1589 —-— 

All Jews who had returned to Cochem (Germany) 
(see 5178\1418) were again expelled, and at 
around this time the Jews were also expelled 
from a number of provinces of Germany. 

--- 5350 » 1590 --- 

Sevety-six Jews died in a fire in Posen (Poznan, 
Poland) on the 9th Sivan, and eighty Torah scrolls 
were burned. The Jewish section there was 
abandoned for two years (see 5380\1620). 

All Jews were expelled from Petrokov (Piotrkow, 
Poland) after a blood libel. 


C \ 


Living in the Year 1600 

Maharal of Prague 

1512?, 1609. 

R.Mordechai Yaffe (Levush) 

h.1530, 1612. 

Sma (R.Ychoshua Falk) 

1540?, 1614. 

R.Chaim Vital 

Kli Yakardt.Shlonio Ephrayim) 

6.1542?, 1620. 

1550?, 1619. 

Maharsha (R.Shmuel Riels) 

6.1555, 4.1631. 

Bach (R.Yoel Sirkes) 

1560?, 1640. 

Shaloh (R.Yeshayahu Horowitz) 

6.1560?, 1630. 

Tosaphot Y 0111 Tov (Lipman Heller) 

1579, 1654. 

Taz (R.David hen Shmuel) 

6.1586, 4.1667. J 


of Milan (although there were no longer any Jews 
living in the actual city of Milan, see 5080\ 1320). 


5359 ^ 1599 


5352 w 1592 


The Maharal of Prague 
four years (see 5333 \1 


ad left Prague for 
fore returning in 


1588 — left Prague again roar years later, to be¬ 
come rabbi in Posen (Poznan, Poland) (see 5350\ 1590). 
R.Mordechai Yaffe, the Levush, was then appointed 
rabbi in Prague (see 53I7\I557, 5359\I599). 
R.Elazar Azkiri (Azikri) wrote the Sefer 
Charedim (Mussar) in Tzfat (Safed). 

The Jews of Vilna were attacked, and their houses 
and shops were plundered (see 5395\ 1635). 


The Maharal returned to Prague again. 

The Maharal returned to Prague again (see 
5352\1592), and R.Mordechai Yaffe, the 
Levush, took his position in Posen (Poznan, Po¬ 
land). The Maharal wrote many works, includ¬ 
ing Gur Aryeh (commentary on Rashi’s commentary on 
the Chumash (Bible)), but he is most famous for the 
Golem of Prague. 

R.Yeshayahu Menachem — who was rabbi in 
Cracow (Poland ), and a leading participant in the Va’ad 
Arba Aratzot (see 5340\ 1580) — was the originator of 
the Heter Iska (a document to circumvent paying 
direct interest on loans). He died on the 25th Av. 


—— 5354 s 1593 — 

Many Jews were massacred in Bucharest on the 
28th Cheshvan 5354\ 1593, when the local residents 
revolted against the Turkish (Ottoman) rule. 

In 1594 Rodrigo de Castro — a physician from 
Lisbon, who was one of the Portuguese Anussim 
(Marranos) — settled in Hamburg (Germany) 
where he became a physician to royalty. He 
became openly Jewish, at the persuasion of a 
fellow physician, Shmuel Cohen, who had also 
been one of the Portuguese Anussim (Marranos). 


-— 5361 1601 -=**- 

Mordechai (ben Shmuel) Meisel — a wealthy 
philanthropist — died in Prague, and — al¬ 
though he left huge sums of money for charity 
under the Maharal of Prague — the emperor 
seized all his properties, and the inheritors (he 
had no children) were tortured to have them 
declare any other properties. 

The Church authorities in Rome confiscated 
and burned Jewish Holy books in the month of 
Shvat (see 5314 \ 1553 ). 


—-— 5355 ^ 1595 —-— 

The Jews of Patras (Greece) were murdered and 
plundered by sailors from Naples and Sicily. 


-— 5362 1602 - 

Seven Jews were hanged in Mantua (N. Italy). 


5357 1597 


5365 w1605 


All Jews were expelled from the Italian province 


The Jews of Bisenz (Bzenec, Moravia) were mas- 

















« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View | TOC | Index 

Chapter 13 — The Kovim: Late Rishonim, Early Acharonim 227 

The Great Scholars of the Shulchan Aruch & Torah Consolidation 


sacred in Iyar. 

A Jew was killed in a ritual desecration libel (see 
5003)1243) in Bochnia (Poland). 

—— 5369 1609 -—- 

The Maharal of Prague (see 5333\1573, 
5359\ 1599), died on the 18th Elul at the age of 
at least 83. 

R.Shlomo Ephrayim Lunshitz (see 5379\1619) 
was (already) a rabbi in Prague since five years 
earlier (see 5375\1615). 


5373 ^ 1613 


The Tzemach David — R.David Gans, a disciple 
of the Ramo and author of Tzemach David (history- 
chronology) — died in Prague in Elul. Ten days later, 
R.Yitzchak Chayes — author of Appey Ravrevei 
(Halacha In verse) — also died in there. 


5374 


The Mtihtirsha been me ruubi in Lublin. 


—-— 5375 1615 —-— 

The Shaloh (see 5382 \ 1621) — who had been 
the rabbi in Frankfort (see Elul 5374\1615) for 
eight years, after having previously been rabbi 
in a number of towns — became a rabbi in Pra¬ 
gue (see 5369\ 1609, 5379\1619). 

— 5376 1616 -— 

R.Meir (ben Gedalyah) of Lublin, Maharam 
Lublin — who had been Rosh Yeshiva in Lublin 
(Poland) at a very young age; then rabbi and Rosh 
Yeshiva in Lvov (Lemberg, Poland); and later in Cracow 
(Poland), before returning to Lublin — died in Iyar. 
He wrote Me’ir Eynei Chachamim, (a commentary on 
Talmud, Rashi and Tosaphot) (now printed at the end of 
standard editions of the Talmud, as the ‘Maha¬ 
ram’) (see Illustrations, TextN, #3). 


—— 5377 ^ 1616 — 

The Tosaphot Yom Tov commentary was 
concluded. 


The Maharsha— R.Shmuel HaLevi Edels, who wrote 
a commentary on Talmud, Rashi and Tosaphot 
(which is now printed in standard editions of the 
Talmud) (see Illustrations, Text N, #2) — became rabbi in 
Lublin (Poland), where he stayed for eleven years (see 
5392\ 1631). He had previously been rabbi in Chelm 
(Poland) for nine years, after the death of his mother- 
in-law (Edel), who had supported him and his dis¬ 
ciples for twenty years. 

R.Yehoshua Falk HaKohen (Katz) — known as the 
Sma for his commentary on the Shulchan Aruch 

(commentaries and extension) called Sefer Me’irat Enayim 
(Sma, printed in standard editions on the Choshen 
Mishpat section (see Illustrations, Text M, #4)) — died on 
the 19th of Nissan. 

The importance he placed on every word of the 
Shulchan Aruch further consolidated its acceptance 
as the ultimate word in Halacha (see 5406\ 1646). 
The Sma — who participated in the Va’ad Arba 
Aratzot (see 5340\ 1580), and was a disciple of the Ramo 
and the Maharshal — also wrote the Derisha and 
Perisha (commentaries on the Tur). 

His wife Beilla — who was known for her scholar¬ 
ship and great piety — contributed to two Halacha 
decisions [SeeHakd.LeDerisha/MagAv.o.c. 263 . 12 , cqf.HaChym. 43 ,etc.]. 
The Jews of Virmyze (Worms, Germany) repelled an 
attack on the Jewish quarter on Erev Tisha 
B’Av. The Jews of Frankfort am Main were at¬ 
tacked in the month of Elul, and forced to leave 
the city for awhile. 


R.Yom Tov Lipman Heller (see 5400\ 1640) had 
become a dayan at the age of 18 in Prague, where 
he was a disciple of the Maharal of Prague and 
R.Shlomo Ephrayim (see 5369\ 1609). He fin¬ 
ished his writing of Tosaphot Yom Tov (commen¬ 
tary on the Mishna) (see Illustrations, Text C, #3) on the 
22nd Cheshvan 5377\1616 at the age of 38. He 
later left Prague to become rabbi in Vienna, 
before eventually returning (see 5389\1629). 

—-— 5379 1619 —-— 

A Jew was killed in Sochatchev (Poland) in a 
blood libel. 

R.Shlomo Ephrayim of Lunshitz — a disciple of 
the Maharshal, and author of Kli Yakar (commentary 
on Chumash (Bible) (see Illustrations, Text A, #10)) and Ollelot 
Ephrayim (homiletic Mussar) — died on the 7th of Adar 
in Prague, where he was rabbi (see 5369\ 1609) at 
the same time as the Shaloh (see 5375\1615). 
The Bach (see 5400\1640) became rabbi in 
Cracow (Poland), after having previously been 
rabbi in six or seven other towns. 

-— 5380 1620 -—- 

The Jews of Posen (Poznan, Poland) were expelled 
from a temporary area of settlement outside of 
the city (in which they had settled after their 
second fire in 1613, see 5350\1590). 
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Living in the Year 1620 


R.Chaim Vital 

1542?, 1620. 

Maharsha (R.Shimiel Edcls) 

6.1555, <1.1631. 

Bach (R.Yocl Sirkcs) 

1560?, 1640. 

Shaloh (R.Yeshayahu Horowitz) 
Tosaphot Yom Tov (Lipman Heller) 

1560?, <11630. 
1579, 1654. 

Taz (R. David hen Shmuel) 

0.1586, <1,1667. 

Chelkat Mechokek (R.Moshe Lima) 

1605?, 1658. 


V -T 


5382 1621 


TheShaloh arrived in Erets Yisrael. 

The Shaloh (HaKadosh) — R.Yeshayahu (ben Avra- 
ham) HaLevi Horowitz — left Prague (see 5375 
\ 1615) when his wife died, and arrived in Yerusha- 
layim in Kislev 5382 \ 1621, where he wrote Shnei 
Luchot HaBrit (SHaLoH) (Kabbala-Mussar). 


5382 

The (third edition of) T 
plicated Yiddish Midra 


OHIO 


ena (an uncom- 
tk, intended for 
the otherwise uneducated women) by R. Yaakov 
Ashkenazi, was published. 


rabbi in Prague; and that those parts of his books 
that had been slandered, were to be censored — 
after having originally been entirely banned. 

--- 5390 ^ 1630 --- 

Moshe Shmuler was killed in Przemysl (Poland) 
in a ritual desecration libel (see 5003\l 243). 
Invading German troops expelled all Jews of Mantua 
(N. Italy) after confiscating their possessions. 
Eighteen Jewish children were subjected to 
forced baptism in Reggio Emilia (Italy). 

All Jews of Venice and of Prague were forced to at¬ 
tend Christian conversion sermons (see 5337\ 1577). 
After the Dutch had conquered the area from the 
Portuguese, Jews were permitted to live in Recife 
(N.WBrazil), and many Anussim (Marranos) became 
openly Jewish (see 5385\1625, 5407\1647, 
5414\ 1654). At this time Recife was the only town 
in colonial Latin America to allow open Jewish life 
and Jews prospered there. A whole militaiy com¬ 
pany made up of Jewish soldiers was exempted 
from guard duty on Shabbat, and at one point the 
Jews became a majority (see 5310\1550). 

--- 5391 ^ 1630 --- 


--- 5385 " 1625 --- 

Fifteen scholars, including the Shaloh (see 
5382 \ 1621), were arrested in Yerushalayim on 
Shabbat the 11th Elul, and released after a ran¬ 
som was (later) paid. The Shaloh subsequently 
settled in Tzfat (Safed), and later in Teverya (Tibe¬ 
rius), where he died. 

When the Portuguese recaptured Bahia (Bra¬ 
zil) from the Dutch, they allowed all the Dutch 
to leave (including the Jews), but five Portu¬ 
guese Anussim (Marranos) — who had become 
openly Jewish under Dutch rule — were cap¬ 
tured and killed (see 5407\1647). 


R.Meir Schiff, the Maharam Schiff, finished his 
Chidushim on Talmud Bava Kama, in Chesh- 
van 5391 \ 1630. 

--- 5392 ^ 1631 --- 

The Maharsha (see 5374\1614) died on the 5th Kislev 
5392 \ 1631, in Ostraha (Ostro g Volhynia, region in W.Poland) 
where he had been rabbi in his last seven years. 

—-— 5395 ^ 1635 —-— 

The Jews of Vilna were attacked and their houses 
were ransacked (see 5352\1592, 5448 \1687). 


--- 5389 1629 --- 

R.Yom Tov Lipman Heller was imprisoned. 

The Tosaphot Yom Tov, R.Yom Tov Lipman Heller 
(see 5377\1616), was imprisoned on the 5th 
Tammuz for a short while. He had been slan¬ 
dered — by some people who had considered 
the tax assessments for the Thirty Year War (see 
5409M648, between the Catholics and the Protestants) to 
be unfair — because he was one of the asses¬ 
sors. He was released on the revised (and more 
lenient) conditions; that he was forbidden to be 


--- 5396 I636 --- 

R.Eliyahu ben Moshe Loanz — who was called 
R.Eliyahu Ba’al Shem of Virmyze (Worms, Germany) 
— died on the 21st Tammuz. He was a grandson 
of R.Yosef Yoselman the shtadlan, and the author 
of Michlal Yofi (commentary on Kohelet (Ecclesiastes). 
There were at least two other personalities called 
R.Eliyahu Ba’al Shem — they lived at around the 
same time [Otz.Hag.2.183, 184/GreatMaggid, N.Y.1974.p.31]. 

The Jews of Lublin (Poland) were attacked — and 
some were killed — after a blood libel trial. 
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Living in the Year 1640 

Bach (R.Yoel Sirkes) 

1560:, 1640. 

Tosaphot Yom Tov (Lipnian Heller) 

h 1579, <1.1654. 

Taz (R.David lien Shmuel) 

1586, 1667. 

Chelkat Mechokek (R.Moshc Lima) 

1605?, <1.1658. 

Shach (R.Shabbetai Kohen) 

1621, 1663?. 

Beit Shmuel (R.Shmuel) 

1630?, 1700?. 

MagenAvraham (R.Avr.Abdc Combiner) 

1637?, 1683. 


V J 


The Jews of Brisk (Brest-Litovsk, Lithuania) were at¬ 
tacked in an anti-Jewish riot. 


5399 1639 


Twenty Jews were arrested and tortured in a 
blood libel in Lunshitz (Leczyca, Poland). Two were 
later publicly killed in front of the synagogue, 
and their bodies mutilated. 


5400 


O 


R.Yoel Sirkes, me nurlt. died. 


The Bach, R.Yoel Sirkes, wrote a commentary on 
the Tur (Bayit Chadash - BaCH) and Hagahot (nota¬ 
tions) on the Talmud (see hummoNS, Text £). He died in 
Cracow (see 5379\l 619) on the 20th Adar. He was suc¬ 
ceeded (a few years later) by the Tosaphot Yom Tov 
(see 5377\ 1616), who — after he was forced to leave 
Prague (see 5389 \ 1629) — had moved from place 
to place and participated in the Va’ad Arba Aratzot 
(see 5340\I580), (and was victim of further hatred). 
R.Yehoshua (ben Yosef) Falk — author of 
Meginei Shlomo (defending Rashi on the questions posed 
by the Tosaphot) and of Sh’elot UTeshuvot Pnei Ye- 
hoshua I —was a disciple of the Maharam Lublin 
and the Sma. He became Rosh Yeshiva in Cracow 
(Poland) in 1640 — upon the death of R. Natan 
Shapiro (author of Megaleh Amukot) — after hav¬ 
ing previously been rabbi in a number of com¬ 
munities. His greatest disciple, the Shach ("see 
5406\1646, 54I5\I 655), moved to Cracow with him. 
R.Moshe Lima (see 5415\1655) — another disciple 
of the Meginei Shlomo — was author of Chelkat 
Mechokek (commentaries and extension) on the Even 
HaEzer section of the Shulchan Aruch, (now in stan¬ 
dard editions (see Illustrations, TextL #4)). He was rabbi in 
Slonim (then Poland) and later became rabbi in Vilna. 


(with him as a child), and they raised him as an 
open Jew in Amsterdam. In 1641 he left his posi¬ 
tion as a rabbi in Amsterdam, and arrived in Recife 
(Brazil) in 1642, to become the first rabbi in the 
Western Hemisphere (see 5390\ 1630). 

—5404 I644 —— 

A Spanish nobleman — Lopa de Vera Y Alarcon) who 
decided to convert to Judaism (after studying the Bible) 
—was arrested and tried by the Inquisition. In prison 
he circumcised himself and changed his name to 
Yehuda HaMa’amin (the believer). He refused to re¬ 
nounce Judaism, despite torture, and his burning 
at the stake in Tammuz left a deep impression on 
the Anussim (Marranos) of Spain (see 5407\ 1647). 

--- 5405 ^ 1645 --- 

The Jews of Mogilev (Poland, Russia) were attacked 
by rioters (including the mayor) during Tashlich 
on Rosh HaShana. 

--- 5406 I646 -®- 

The Shach and Taz (on Shulchan Arucii) were printed. 

R.David (ben Shmuel) HaLevi, the Taz (see 
5414 \ 1654), was a disciple of the Bach, whose schol¬ 
arly daughter, Rivka, he married. He had previously 
been rabbi in Posen (Poznan, Fbland) for twenty years, 
before he became rabbi in Ostraha (Ostrog Volhynia, re¬ 
gion in W.Poland). There — in the course of some five 
years — he wrote, and then published (in 1646), 
Turei Zahav (TaZ) (commentaries and extension) on the Yoreh 
De’a section of the Shulchan Aruch. He later wrote 
on other sections, as well as writing other works. 
R.Shabbetai (ben Meir) HaKohen, the Shach (see 
5400\ 1640), wrote and published Siftei Kohen 
(ShaCh) (commentaries and extension) on Yoreh De’a, 
although he was not yet twenty-five years old; he 
later wrote on the section of Choshen Mishpat. 
Both the Taz and the Shach are printed in stan¬ 
dard editions of the Shulchan Aruch (see Illustra¬ 
tions, Texts J K L & M), and the importance they 
placed on every word of the Shulchan Aruch fur¬ 
ther consolidated its acceptance as the ulti¬ 
mate word in Halaeha (see 5374\1614). 

— 5407 I647 - 


--- 5402 I642 -**- 

R.Yitzehak Abohab III da Fonseca was bom in Por¬ 
tugal to a family of Anussim (Marranos) who escaped 


R.Yitzehak de Castro (Tartas) was burned alive 
in Lisbon for teaching Judaism to Anussim (Marra¬ 
nos) in Portuguese Brazil (see 5385\1625). His 
cries of Shma Yisrael at his death, left a deep 
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impression on the Anussim (Marranos) of Portu¬ 
gal (see 5404 \ 1644). 

-~- 5408 I648 -—- 

Jews were massacred by Chmielnitski’s forces. 

The Cossacks, under the leadership of Bogdan 
Chmielnitzki, sought to establish an indepen¬ 
dent Ukraine — by rebelling against (the aris¬ 
tocratic) Polish rule — and they received mili¬ 
tary assistance from the Tartar rulers of 
Crimea (region in S.W. Russia) in battles that lasted 
twenty years (see map page 331). In the first years 
the peasants rioted uncontrollably, wreaking 
chaos and havoc, and — whether warriors or 
not — attacked the Jews, who were usually 
the middle-men between them and the absen¬ 
tee landlord princes whose properties they 
leased and managed. The rabble tortured 
many, forcibly converted some, massacred tens 
of thousands, and tnk 1- *" 1 "'heir remains. 
300 Jewish communil ETA : destroyed, and 
between 100,000 and Jews were killed 

in the massacres, wl,^,. „.oame known as 
Gezerot Tach VeTat — for the years 5 thou¬ 
sand 408 and 409, which many had expected 
(based on prediction of the Zohar) would be the year 
(in 408) when the Mashiach (Messiah) would 

COme [Zoh. 1.139b/Or HaChama (Ramak) Sh.(2).10J. 

Poland-Lithuania — which had been a relatively 
prosperous haven for the Jews for many years 
(see 5110\ 1350) — became a scene of massive 
Jewish devastation. On the 20th Sivan 6,000 
Jews of Nemirov (Poland) were killed, and this 
day was later declared a fast (see 4931 \1171, 
5410 \ 1650), to mark the beginning of the mas¬ 
sacres. 1,000 Jews were tortured, then killed 
on the 4th Tammuz in Tulchin (Poland); 10,000 
were killed in Polannoe (Polonnoye, Volhynia, region in 
W.Poland) on the 3rd Av, including R.Shimshon 


of Ostropole (a maggid and writer of Kabbala) and 
3,000 Jews were killed in Staro-Konstantinov 
(Poland) on Tisha B’Av (including those who had 
taken refuge in the city). 

—— 5409 1648 -—- 

R.Naftali — the son of Yitzchak HaKohen Katz (of 
Lublin), son-in-law of the MahaRal of Prague) — 
was killed on the 5th Tishrei 5409 \1648 by 
Chmielnitzki’s forces. 

4,000 Jews of Dubno (Poland) were killed on the 
15th Tishrei, when the Poles did not allow them 
to seek refuge in a fortress. 

12,000 Jews in Narol (Poland) were drowned, or killed 
in the synagogue — which was then set on fire — on 
the 17th of Cheshvan. Some 40,000 Jews who had 
fled from other parts of the countiy — seeking ref¬ 
uge in the vicinity of Narol — were all massacred. 
The Jews of Medzibuzh (Miedzyborz, Poland) were 
saved from Chmielnitzki’s troops by someone 
called Mordechai and his wife Esther. They in¬ 
stituted the 12th of Tevet as Mordechai Purim, 
in commemoration. 

The parents of R.Avraham Abele Gombiner, the 
Magen Avraham (see 5433\1673), were killed in 
the massacres, and the Taz (see 5406\1646) left 
Ostraha (Ostrog Volhynia, region in W.Poland) and took 
refuge in a fortress (see 5414\1654). 

Many Jews moved to other countries such as 
Rumania, Hungary, and the provinces of 
Moldavia and Transylvania. Germany was then 
also in a state of ruin at the conclusion of the 
ThirtyYear War (see 5389\1629, 5415\1655). (Es¬ 
timates are that the population of Germany fell 
from 17 million to 8 million over these thirty 
years of war, famine and plague.) 

The Jews of Prague were presented with a 
banner in recognition of their defense of the 
city against Swedish invaders. 

.Jib- 
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Major Acharonim 


Beit Shmuel (R.Shmuel) 

Magen Avraham (R.Avr.Abele Gombiner) 
Siftei Chachamim (R.Shabbetai Bass) 
Mishneh LeMelech (R.Yehuda Rosannes) 
Pnei Yehoshua (R.Yaakov Yehoshua Falk) 
R.Yaakov Cub (Me'am Lo'ez) 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz 

Sha'agat Aryeh (R.Aryeh Leib Gunzberg) 

Or HaChayim (R.Chaim (ib)n Attar) 

R.Yaakov Emden 

Korban HaEida (R.David Frankel) 

Pnei Moshe (R.Moshe Margolis) 

Noda BiYehuda (R.Yechezk'el Landau) 
Vilna Gaon 
Chida (Azulai) 

Pri Megadim (R.Yosef Te'omim) 
R.Shneur Zalman (Rav of Lyady) 

| HaChoshen (R.Aryeh Leib Heller) 
i Adam (R.Avraham Danziger) 
ch Moshe (R.Moshe Teitelbaum) 


Chavat Da'at (R.Yakv.of Lissa/Netivot) 
R.Ephrayim Zalman Margolis 
R.Akiva Eger 
Chassam Sofer 

Tiferet Yisrael (R.Yisrael Lipshutz) 
Tzemach Tzedek (of Lubavitch) 

Divrei Chaim (of Tzanz) 

Chidushei HaRim (of Gur) 

Minchat Chinuch (R.Yosef Babad) 
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (R.Shl.Ganzfried) 
Malbim (R.Meir Leib[ush]) 

Pitchei Teshuva (R.Avraham Tzvi Hirsch) 
Aruch HaShulchan (R.Yechi'el Epstein) 
Sdei Chemed (R.Chaim Chizkiyah Medini) 
Ben Ish Chai (R.Yosef Chaim Al-Chakkam) 
Chafetz Chaim (R.Yisrael Meir Kagan) 
Darkei Teshuva (R.Tzvi Hirsch Shapira) 
Sfass Emess' (of Gur) 

R.Chaim Brisker 

Rogatchover Gaon (R.Yosef Rozin) 
Torah Temima (R.Baruch Epstein) 

Kaf HaChayim — R.Yaakov Chaim (Sofer) 
Chazon Ish - R.Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz 
R.Meir Shapiro - DafYomi 


1630?, 1700? 
6.1637?, d.1683. 

1641, 1718. 

6.1657?, d.1727. 

1680, 1756. 

6.1689?,d.1732. 

1690?, 1764. 
6.1695?, d.1785. 

1696, 1743- 

6.1697?, d.1776. 

1707, 1762. 

6.1710?, d.1781. 

1713 , 1793 - 

6.1720, d. 1797. 

1724, 1806. 

6.1727?, d.1792. 

1745 , 1813. 

6.1745?, d.1813. 
1748, 1820. 

6.1759, d.1841. 
1759 ?, 1832 . 

6.1760, d.1828. 

1761, 1837 - 

6.1762, d.1839. 

1782, i860. 

6.1789, d. 1866. 

1793 , 1876. 

6.1799, d. 1866. 

1800?, 1874. 
6.1804, d.1886. 

1808?, 1879. 
6.1813, d.1868. 

1829, 1908. 

6.1832?,d.1904. 

1833?, 1909- 

6.1838, d.1933. 

1845?, 1913- 
6.1847, d.1905. 
1853, 1918. 

6.1858, d.1936. 
i860, 1942. 

6 1870, d.1939. 

1878 1953- 

6. 1887 d. 1934. 
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ourteenth chapter in Jewish histoiy begins after 
evastating massacres of the Cossack uprisings, 


and ends with the total devastation of European Jewiy 
by the Nazi Holocaust. 


This period of time includes the Acharonim and the 
development of the movement of Chasidim as a 
dynamic force among observant Jews, which provided 
leadership against the many eroding factors of the 
industrial and social revolutions. 


During this time the Jewish people were rocked by the 
disruptive influence of the false Messiahs. The social 
emancipation of the Jews led to the Haskala and the 
Reform movements, and the persistent persecutions 
in Eastern Europe led to massive emigrations (to the 
U.S. of America), and to the emergence of Zionism as a 
strong nationalistic force. 
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Chapter 14a, Early Acharonim 


Jewish 

Year 



and East European Massacres 
- -m- - 

Secular 

Year 

5414 


The first Jews settled in New Amsterdam (New York). 

1654 

5415 

Many Jews killed in Russian and Swedish invasions of Poland. 

1655 

5416 



Jews were permitted to live in England. 

1656 

5416 



Baruch Spinoza was excommunicated. 

1656 

5433 

The Magen Avraham (on Shulchan Arach) was completed. 

1673 

5437 


Shabbetai Tzvi Died as a Muslim. 

1676 

5449 

The Beit Shmuel (on the Shulchan Aruch) was printed. 

1689 

5458 



The ba'al shem toy was born. 

1698 

5463 


The Pnei Yehoshua's family were killed in an explosion. 

1702 

5472 

— 

The Siftei Chachamim was arrested. 

1712 

5484 

M 

ov Culi (Me'am Lo'ez) arrived in Constantinople. 

1724 

5487 


— 

The Mishneh LeMelech died. 

1727 



5494 


Jews were massacred by the Haidamack bands. 

1734 


Chapter 14b, Acharonim and Early Chassidim. 




5501 

The Or HaChayim arrived in Eretz Yisrael. 

1741 

5507 

R.Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (Ramchal) died in Acco (Acre). 

1747 

5510 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz became Rabbi in Hamburg. 

1750 

5515 

The Noda BiYehuda became Rabbi in Prague. 

1754 

5518 

The Frankists instigated mass burnings of the Talmud. 

1757 

5519 

Frankists supported blood libel charges in public debate. 

1759 

5520 

The Ba'al Shem Tov died. 

1760 

5524 

The Va'ad Arba Aratzot was discontinued. 

1764 

5528 

Despite resistance the Haidamacks massacre thousands. 

1768 

5532 

The Maggid of Mezeritsch died. 

1772 

5542 

R.N. Adler and Chassam Sofer visited the Noda BiYehuda. 

1782 

5546 

R.Elimelech of Lizensk died. 

1786 

5551 

The Pale of Settlement was established in Russia. 

1791 

5553 

Jews suffered in Reign of Terror of French Revolution. 

1793 

5558 

The Vilna Gaon died. 

1797 
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Jewish 

Year 



- -&£■ - 

Secular 

Year 

5559 


The Ba 

al HaTanya was released from first imprisonment. 

1798 

5559 


Napoleon led an army expedition through Erctz Yisrael. 

1799 

5566 


The Chida (R.Chaim Yosef David Azulai) died. 

1806 

5566 


The Chassam Sofer became Rabbi in Pressburg. 

1806 

5570 



R.Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev died. 

1809 

5571 



R.Nachman of Bratslav died. 

l8lO 

5574 



R.Akiva Eger became Rabbi in Posen. 

1814 

5575 


Kozhnitzer Maggid and Yehudi of Pershisskha, both died. 

1814 

5575 


Chozeh of Lublin, and R.Mendel of Rymanov, both died. 

1815 

5579 


Anti Jewish (Hep Hep!) riots spread throughout Germany. 

1819 

5587 

Russia began conscripting Jewish children to the army. 

1827 

5600 


Adm.R.Yisrael of Ruzhin was released from imprisonment. 

1840 


Chapter 14 c, Later Acharonim and Changing Society. 

-- 


5603 

The 


1 Tzedek of Lubavitch was repeatedly arrested in Russia. 

1843 

5606 

ishe Montefiore visited Russia to help local Jews. 

1846 

5609 



R.Yisrael Salanter left Vilna. 

1848 

5611 

R.Shimshon Rapha'el Hirsch became Rabbi in Frankfort am Main. 

1851 

5619 



R.Menachem Mendel of Kotzk died. 

1859 

5624 

The Malbim was imprisoned, and then expelled from Rumania. 

1864 

5626 

Chidushei HaRim, Tiferet Shlomo, and Tzemach Tzedek, died. 

1866 

5633 



The Chafetz Chaim was published. 

1873 

5634 



The Minchat Chinuch died. 

1874 

5638 


Petach Tikva agricultural settlement was established. 

1878 

5641 

Many Jews Began Leaving Russia After a Wave of Pogroms. 

1881 

5646 

R.Shlomo Ganzfried (author of Kitzur Shulchan Arueh) died. 

1886 

5652 



R.Chaim (Brisker) became Rabbi in Brisk. 

1892 

5665 



The Sfass Emess died. 

1905 

5665 

Many Jews were killed in (official) Russian pogroms. 

1905 

5671 



Chazon Ish was published. 

1911 

5674 

Over 500,000 Jewish soldiers fought in World War I. 

1914 

5678 

Over 60,000 Jews were killed during Russian Revolution. 

1918 

5684 


Daf HaYomi study cycle commenced. 

1923 

5687 


The Lubavitcher Rebbc was released from Soviet prison. 

1927 

5699 

Jews were attacked in the Kristallnacht pogroms in Germany. 

1938 
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Chapter 14 a 

Early Acharonim and East European Massacres 


—-— 5409 1649 — 

Ninety-six Marranos were burned to death in 
Mexico (see 5288\1528, 5310\1550). 


5410 1650 


Many Jews were killed in Jassy (Moldavia) by 
the Cossacks (see 5413\ 1652). 

The Va’ad Arba Aratzot proclaimed the 20th Si- 
van as a fast day in commemoration of the 
Chmielnitzki massacres (see 20th Sivan 
5408\1648), and Va’ad Medinat Lita (Council of 
Lithuania, similar to Va’ad Arba Aratzot (see 5340\I580)) in¬ 
stituted three years of memorial mourning, (for¬ 
bidding such things as music at weddings). 

A Jew was killed in a 


hernia), and the rest of 


el in Kadan (Bo- 
s were expelled. 


5411 1651 


the Rebbe R.Heschel, R.Yehoshua Heschel, who 
had previously been Rosh Yeshiva and rabbi in 
Lublin (Poland). 

The first Jews settled in New Amsterdam 
(New York). 

Recife (Brazil) was reconquered by the Portuguese 
(see 5390\ 1630, 5407\ 1647), and the Jews fled 
— most of them (including the rabbi, see 5402 \ 
1642) — to Holland. Twenty-three of them settled 
in New Amsterdam — the first Jews in what later 
became New York — where they were not readily 
accepted by the governor (Peter Stuyvesant). 

--- 5415 w 1655 --- 

Avraham Nunez Bernal, a leader of Spanish 
Anussim (Marranos), was burned at the stake in 
Cordova (Spain), in Nissan; his open proclamation 
of allegiance to Judaism aroused many Anussim. His 
nephew was also burned within a few months. 


Many Jews were killed in Bar (Ukraine) by the 
Cossacks and the Tartars (see 5408 \ 1648). 

--- 5413 1652 -~- 

David ben Chaim — of whom little else is 
known — was burned to death in Podhayetz 
(Podgaitsy, Poland), on the 17th Kislev 5413 \1652. 
Manuel Fernandes de Villareal, a Portuguese 
diplomat, was discovered to be secretly Jew¬ 
ish. He was executed — by the Inquisition, 
during Chanuka — in Lisbon, and (subse¬ 
quently) some of his relatives became openly 
Jewish in Livorno (Leghorn, Italy). 

Many Jews were killed in Jassy (Moldavia) by in¬ 
vading Cossacks (see 5410\1650). 

--- 5414 » 1654 --- 

After the Chmielnitzki massacres, the Taz (see 
5409\J 648) had travelled around for a few years 
(he spent a few days in the house of the Shach), 
and he became a rabbi of Lemberg (Lvov, Poland) in 
1654 (see 5424\1664). He participated in the 
Va’ad Arba Aratzot (see 5340\ 1580). 

R.Yom Tov Lipman Heller — the Tosaphot 
Yom Tov (see 5400\ 1640) — died in Elul, and 
was succeeded (as rabbi in Cracow, Poland ) by 


Many Jews were killetl in Russian anti Swedish 
invasions of Poland. 

Many Jews (some say as many as 25,000) were 
killed when Vilna was attacked by invading Rus¬ 
sian forces on the 23rd Tammuz (see 5416 \ 1655, 
5420 \1659) — an extension of the carving of Po¬ 
land initiated by Chmielnitzki (see map page 331). 
The Shach— (see 5406\1646, 5416 \1655) who 
was part of the Vilna Beit Din of R.Moshe Lima 
(the Chelkat Mechokek, see 5400\ 1640) — fled 
from the city (see 5416\ 1655), as did: 

♦ R.Moshe Rivkes — the author of Be’er 
HaGola (bibliography on the Shulchan Aruch), which was 
published in Amsterdam, where he was allowed 
to settle for a while. He was not sent on to Ger¬ 
many with other refugees because of the influ¬ 
ence R.Shaul Levi Morteira and R.Yitzchak 
Abohab 111 (see 5416\1656) had exercised on his 
behalf. 

♦ R.Ephrayim HaKohen — a disciple of R.Moshe 
Lima, and author of Sha’ar Ephrayim (Sh'elot 
UTeshuvot) — also left Vilna (see 5420\ 1660) as did 
his son-in-law. 

♦ R.Yaakov Sak (see 5420\1660) —who had 
been left for dead in the fighting — also man¬ 
aged to escape. 

♦ R. Hillel — author of Beit Hillel ( on Shulchan Aruch) 
(who some say was a nephew of R.Yehoshua 
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Heschel, see 5414\1654 — was also a mem¬ 
ber of the Beit Din of R.Moshe Lima. 

Cracow (Poland) was captured by the Swedes, 
and many Jews fled — including some who 
had previously sought refuge there from 
Chmielnitzki’s forces, and from the Thirty Year 
War in Germany (see 5409 \1648). 

Those remaining suffered under the two year 
Swedish occupation, and under (Stefan 
Czarnetzki) the leader of Polish resistance 
against the invaders (see 54I7M656, 5419\1659). 
150 Jews of Chmielnick (Poland) were accused 
of helping the Swedes, and were killed by the 
Polish resistance forces. 

The parents of the Siftei Chachamim, 
R.Shabbetai (Meshorer) Bass (see 
5449 \ 1689), were both killed by the Polish in 
Kalisch (Poland), (see 5419\1659). 


5416 1655 


The Jews of Mogilev ( 
had been living under 
forces (see 5414 \ 1654) 


of Poland) — who 

upying Russian 
massacred early 


in Tishrei 5416\ 1655, when Polish forces ap¬ 
proached the town to counter attack. 

On the 14th Tishrei, thousands of Jews were 
killed in Lublin (Poland), where the Shach had 
fled to (see 5415\1655). He fled once again, 
this time to Moravia, where he became a rabbi 
in Holeschau (Holesov) until his death (at the 
young age of 41-42). 

R.Aharon Shmuel Kaidanover (Maharshak, au¬ 
thor of Birkat HaZevach) also fled, after his 
two young daughters were killed at Lublin. He 
later became rabbi in Nikolsburg (Mikulov, Moravia). 
Most of the Jews of Tzoozmir (Sandomierz, Poland) 
and Tarnobrzeg (Poland) were killed, and the 
rest were expelled. 


— 5416 I656 --- 

Jews were permitted to live in England. 

Menasheh ben Yisrael — a scholar from 
Amsterdam whose father had escaped from Por¬ 
tugal, after being captured as a Marrano — 
made repeated written and personal represen¬ 
tations to the government of England (recently 
re-organized under the protectorate of Oliver 
Cromwell) until permission was granted for 
Jews to live there (see 5050\1290). 

Menasheh — who had personal contact with 
Rembrandt — had established a Jewish print¬ 


ing press, and wrote a number of works, in¬ 
cluding a code of Jewish law for returning 
Anussim (Marranos). 

350 Jewish families were killed in Krotoszyn 
(Poland) by the Polish resistance, in the war 
against Sweden (see 5415\1655, 5416\2655). 
200 families were killed in Apta (Opatow, Poland), 
100 families in Brest Kuyavsk (Brzesc Kujawski, 
Poland), 50 families in Cheshanov (Poland), 40 
families in Brzeziny (Poland), and 150 Jews were 
killed in Checiny (Poland). 

Baruch Spinosa was excommunicated. 

R.Shaul Levi Morteira (see 54I5\ 

1655, 5458\ 1697), R.Yitzchak 
Abohab III (see 5402W642, 54I4\ 

1654, 5415\ 1655) and other rab¬ 
bis of Amsterdam placed the 
young (24 year old) Baruch Spinoza in cherem (ex- 
communication), when he did not retract on his 
views (which included questioning the authen¬ 
ticity of the Bible). 

—— 5417 I656 --- 

3,000 Jews were killed when the Polish recap¬ 
tured Lunshitz (Leczyca, Poland) from the Swedes 
(see 5416\1656), and (some say) 600 Torah 
scrolls were burned. 



— 5418 1658 —-— 

Three Jews were killed in Cracow (Poland) on Erev 
Shavu’ot (see 5415\1655). 


5419 w 1659 


Hundreds of Jews were killed in Kalisch (Poland) 
(see 5415\ 1655, 5468\ 1708) at the end of the 
war with Sweden. 

Eight Jews were killed in Przemysl (Poland) in 

Nissan. 


fr 




Living in the Year 1660 

Taz (R.David ben Shmuel) 

1586, 

1667. 

Shach (R.Shabbetai Kohen) 

1621, 

,11663?. 

Beit Shmuel (R.Shmucl) 

1630?, 

1700?. 

Magen Avraham (R.Avr.Abdc Combiner) 

1637?, 

<1.1683. 

Siftei Chachamim (R.Shabbetai Bass) 

1641, 

1718. 

Mishneh LeMelech (R.Yehuda Rosamies) 1657’, 

<1.1727. 

Chacham Tzvi (R.Tzvi Ashkenazi) 

1660, 

1718. 

Seder HaDorot (R.Yechi'el Heilpiin) 

1660?, 

<1.1747?. 
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— 5420 1659 — 

R.Yisrael ben Shalom and R.Tuvyah Bachrach 
were killed in Ruzhany (Poland) on Rosh 
HaShana 5420 \1659, in a blood libel. 

300 Jews were killed in Bichov (Poland-Lithuania) 
when the Russians captured the town in Tevet 
(see 5415\ 1655, 5416\1655). 

-**- 5420 ^ 1660 -**- 

When the Shach was in Kalisch (Poland) (see 
5419\1659), he met R.Avraham Abele, the 
Magen Avraham (see 5433\1673). 
R.Ephrayim HaKohen (see 5415\1655) be¬ 
came rabbi in Budapest, where he was ac¬ 
companied by his son-in-law R.Yaakov Sak 
(see 5415\1655), and his newborn grandson, 
who grew up to become the Chacham Tzvi (see 
5446\ 1686). 



al — a disciple 


--- 5421 

R.Menachem Mendel 
of the Bach, author of izemacn Tzedek I (Sh’elot 
UTeshuvot) — died on the 2nd Shvat in Nikolsburg 
(Mikulov, Moravia), where he was rabbi of the prov¬ 
ince (see 5333\1573). 

Many Jews of Persia had been forced to convert to 
Islam over the previous twenty years — although 
they remained secretly Jewish — but in 1661, they 
were allowed to return to practising Judaism openly. 


-=**- 5422 1662 -=**- 

The Jews fled Cochin (S.W. India) — when the 
Portuguese rulers (see 5283\1523) attacked 
them and plundered their property, blaming 
them after the Dutch had attempted to con¬ 
quer the territory — but they returned a year 
later, when the Dutch were successful in con¬ 
quering the area (see 5385\1625). 


--- 5424 1663 --- 

Mattityahu Kalahora, a physician, was dis¬ 
membered and burned in Cracow (Poland) on 
the 14th Kislev 5424\ 1663 (see 5516\ 1755), 
after being accused of cursing Christianity. 


— 5424 1664 —®— 

Many Jews were massacred in Bratslav (Podolia, 
Poland) in a Cossack invasion. 

Many Jews were killed — including R.Mordechai 


and R.Shlomo (sons of the Taz) — in anti-Jewish riots 
in Lvov (Lemberg, Poland) during Iyar. The Taz died 
three years later. 

Isaac Newton (who probably never met anyone 
Jewish (see 5416\l 656), yet had apparently spent 
much time studying Jewish matters) introduced 
a new style in scientific study — especially with 
his painstaking investigation of the effects 
of gravitational force — that depended on 1“" 

hVi mpf'ir'nlmio nKoprTrofinn fa r>f o 


the meticulous observation of facts 
(chochmas ha’teva), as opposed to previ 
ous “sciences” which tended to be 
theories (chochmas umos ha’olam) up¬ 
held by anecdotal evidence. Many ben¬ 
eficial discoveries and inventions 
(see 5500\1740) have followed. 


4 

Vt 




r' 


—-— 5425 w 1665 —-— 

Shabbetai Tzvi publicly proclaimed himself as 
“the Mashiach” (Messiah) while in Eretz Yisrael in 
Sivan. He did so with the strong support of a fol¬ 
lower — Natan of Gaza, who was well versed in 
Kabbala, and claimed to be a prophet. 
Notwithstanding that he had previously been 
banished by various rabbis from towns in 
which he had lived (Izmir-Smyrna, Salonika, 
Constantinople-Istanbul) — for unusual and 
unacceptable behavior, and transgressions of 
Halacha (for which he made a blessing “...he 
who permits the forbidden...”) — nevertheless, 
word of his proclamation as the “Mashiach” 
spread all over with exceptional speed. The 
word was sometimes preceded by apparently 
unassociated rumors that the ten lost tribes 
were marching towards Eretz Yisrael. 

Many stories — about “miracles” he had sup¬ 
posedly performed — were circulated; and 
“proofs” — from Torah and Kabbala — were dis¬ 
covered to validate his claim; resulting in a broad 
acceptance. Many Jews, including rabbis, from 
virtually every country in the world were elec¬ 
trified with anticipation and enthusiasm. (The 
countries included Algeria, Bohemia, Egypt England, Eretz Yisrael, 
Germany, Greece, Holland, Iraq, Kurdistan, Moravia, Morocco, Per¬ 
sia, Poland-Lithuania, Russia, Slovakia, Tripoli, Turkey, Yemen). 
Many rabbis, however, raised their voices — opin¬ 
ions ranging from doubt to outright opposition. He 
had also been banished from Yerushalayim, a fact 
that did not apparently receive much publicity. 
He travelled to his home town, Izmir (Smyrna, Tur¬ 
key), and whipped up much excitement, through 
his charismatic speeches and a feverish prayer 
style — which (some say) included ecstatic (and 
hysterical) congregational chanting of the Shem 
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HaMephorash (the complete and Holy name) — as well 
as female participation in the Torah reading 
ceremonies. The exciting atmosphere he gen¬ 
erated gained him many supporters, who ral¬ 
lied in masses against those who would ques¬ 
tion — or disbelieve in the fulfillment of one of 
the principal beliefs of Judaism — the coming 
of the Mashiach. (To his followers it was ap¬ 
parently obvious that any skepticism about 
Shabbetai Tzvi was equivalent to a complete 
denial in the belief of the redemption; and in 
an emotive atmosphere, even sages become 
vulnerable to such an accusation.) 

However, it appears that at least some rabbis 
who met him at times of subdued behavior found 
him to be a dignified scholar with a touch of no¬ 
bility, and consequently considered his case se¬ 
riously. It was reported that the Taz (see 
5424\1664) sent his son and his stepson from 
Poland to investigate. They were suitably im¬ 
pressed, and Shabbetai Tzvi sent a silk gar¬ 
ment to honor the Ta 2 
Nevertheless, those wl 
euphoria, were witne: 
though extremely char 


iSiriciiiL; 


lim in a state of 
3 strange — al- 
— behavior, and 
his flaunting of Halacha (which he claimed — 
with distorted references and contentions based 
on Kabbala—was no longer neccessary). It is plau¬ 
sible that some rabbis — not being witness to his 
neutralization of Halacha — may also have been 
swept along by the charisma and excitement. 

He was arrested by the Turkish authorities 
when he travelled to Constantinople (Istanbul, 
Turkey), but was treated more leniently (see 
5426\1666) than someone who was leading 
a revolt. (Eretz Yisrael — over which, as “Mashi¬ 
ach”, he was to be king — was part of the 
Turkish-Ottoman Empire, see 5276\1516.) 


5426 1666 


belief — and confused for generations. 
However, many followers persisted with inter¬ 
pretations of his actions, developing a new 
mystical style (pseudo Kabbala) that continued 
along the lines of Shabbetai Tzvi’s own diver¬ 
gence from Kabbala (see 5437 \1676). 

— 5427 I 667 -**- 

The Jews of Podgaitsy (Podhayetz, Poland) were mas¬ 
sacred when the Tartars invaded the town. 

The Jews ‘performed’ their annual humiliating 
races at the Carnival in Rome for the last time 
(see 5226\ 1466). 

- —- 5428 w 1668 - —- 

A number of Jews were expelled from parts of 
Morocco. 


— 5430 1670 ——— 

R. Raphael Levi was burned to death at the begin¬ 
ning of 1670 on a blood ubel charge in Metz (France). 
All Jews were expelled from Austria (see 5256\ 
1496) — including Jews who had settled there 
after the Chmielnitzki massacres in Poland — and 
the last Jews left Vienna on Tisha B’Av. They were 
allowed to return twenty-three years later. 

Fifty (wealthy) families were permitted to settle in 
the province of Brandenburg, and some of them 
subsequently settled in Berlin (see 5333\1573). 
Among those leaving Vienna was the rabbi, 
R.Gershon Ashkenazi (Olif) who then became 
rabbi in Metz (N. E France). He was a disciple of 
the Bach, of the Meginei Shlomo, and of his fa- 
ther-in-law, R.Menachem Mendel Krochmal (see 
5421\ 1661), and he was author of Avodat 
HaGershuni (Sh’elot UTeshuvot) among other works. 


In Nissan, a Jew from Tunis disrupted proceed¬ 
ings at his forced baptism in Rome by commit¬ 
ting suicide. 

Shabbetai Tzvi (see 5425\1665) managed to use 
his detainment — in the Turkish fortress of Gallipoli 
— as if it were a royal court; receiving followers 
and delegations from all over. This posture in cap¬ 
tivity, increased his stature and following. 

In Elul, however, he was brought before the 
Sultan in Adrianople (Turkey), and given the 
choice of death or conversion to Islam. He 
chose Islam, and some of his followers also 
converted (see 5443\1683). 

Most of the Jewish world were stunned in dis¬ 


—-— 5433 1673 —-— 

The Magen Avraham (on Shvlchan Aruch) was 
completed. 

R.Avraham Abele HaLevi Gombiner, rabbi in 
Kalisch (Poland), had completed writing (his ma¬ 
jor work) Magen Avraham (commentaries and ex¬ 
tension) on the Orach Chayim section of the 
Shulchan Aruch (now printed in standard editions, 
(see Illustrations, TextJ, # 4 ).) Although he had gath¬ 
ered haskamot (approbations), he did not man¬ 
age to have his work — which he had origi¬ 
nally named Ner Yisrael — printed during his 
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lifetime. His son later printed it as Magen Avra- 
ham N”Y (Ner Yisrael). 

R.Reuven Katz of Prague — author of the 
Yalkut Re’uveni (collected sayings on the Ghumash 
(Bible)) — died. 

R.Chaim Benveniste — author of Knesset 
HaGedola (supplements to the Shulchan Aruch) — 

died on the 19th Elul in Izmir (Smyrna, Turkey) 
where he was rabbi. 


— 5436 I 676 -**- 

R.Aharon Shmuel Kaidanover — rabbi of 
Nikolsburg (Mikulov, Moravia) (see 5416\ 7655) — 
died on the 19th of Tammuz during a session 
at a gathering of rabbis in Chmielnick (Poland). 


A 




Living in the Year 1680 

Beit Slunud (R.SlimucI) 

1630?, 1700?. 

Magen Avraham (R.Avr.Alxilc Combiner) 

0.1637?, 41683. 

Siftci Chachamim (R.Shabbetai Bass) 

1641, 1718. 

Mishnch LeMclech (R.Ychuda Rosalines) 1657’, 1727. 

Chacham Tzvi (R.Tzvi Ashkenazi) 

1660, 1718. 

Seder HaDorot (R.Yechi'el Heilprin) 

1660?, 1747?. 

Pnci Yehoshua (R.Yaakov Yehoshua Falk) 

1680, 1756. 


5442 w 1682 


Many Jews were killed in Cracow (Poland) in Adar, 
in anti-Jewish riots (see 5437\ 1677). 


5437 1676 


Shabbetai Tzvi died as a Muslim. 


roclaimed Mes- 
to Islam (see 
Yom Kippur 


Shabbetai Tzvi — th 
siah who had con 
5426\ 1666) — di 
5437 \1676 in Dulcigno (Albania), where he had 
been exiled by the Turkish authorities because 
of his unacceptable behavior (see 5425\1665). 
Some individuals claimed to be his successor 
— and many of his followers continued the 
movement he began, as mostly secret sects, 
called Shabbateans — for many generations, 
particularly in Turkey, Italy and 
Poland-Lithuania (see 5443\ 1683, 5478\ 1718, 5490\ 
1730, 5518\ 1757, and 5461 \l 700, 5490M730). 


— 5437 1677 —— 

Four Jews were killed in Cracow (Poland), and 
1,000 died of a plague (see 5440\1680) in 
Kazmierz (part of Cracow). 


— 5438 I678 -**- 

All Jews were expelled from Yemen after many 
synagogues had previously been demolished. 
They were allowed to return a year later, after 
the general population suffered from the loss. 
Many communities were not re-established. 

-^- 5440 1680 -—- 

More than 3,000 Jews — in Prague — died of 
a plague (see 5437\1677). 


—-— 5443 1683 —-— 

All the Jews of Uhersky (Ungarish Brod(a), Moravia) 

were killed, including R.Natan Nata Hanover 
— who had chronicled the Chmielnitzki mas¬ 
sacres in his book Yeven Metzula — who was 
killed in the attack, during his prayers, some 
say by Hungarian rebels (see 5464\1704). 
300 followers of Shabbetai Tzvi converted to Is¬ 
lam in Salonika (Greece) — in emulation of their 
leader (see 5426\1666), who was now dead for 
seven years — and most of them (secretly) main¬ 
tained their Shabbatean beliefs (as a group). 

— 5446 1686 -— 

Many Jews were killed during the Austrian 
siege of Budapest — including the wife and baby 
daughter of the Chacham Tzvi (see 5420\ 1660, 
5470\ 1710), who had returned to Budapest af¬ 
ter studying in Salonika (Greece) where he be¬ 
came a Chacham (Sephardi rabbi). He had also 
been in Belgrade (Yugoslavia) and had adopted the 
name Ashkenazi. 

When the Austrian forces subsequently invaded 
and captured the city, they plundered the Jew¬ 
ish section and burned the Torah scrolls. 

—5448 1687 -=**- 

Although the Jews of Posen (Poznan, Poland) fought 
a successful three-day battle (in Kislev 5448\ 
1687) to defend the Jewish section of the city 
from anti-Jewish rioters, they suffered heavy losses. 
The Jews of Vilna were attacked (and their 
property damaged) in anti-Jewish riots (see 
5395\ 1635, 5415\1655). 
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—-— 5449 1689 —**— 

The Beit Shniuel (on the Shulchan Aruch) was 
printed. 

R.Shmuel ben Uri Shraga Faivish — a disciple 
of R.Yehoshua Heschel (see 5414\1654) —was 
rabbi in Shidlov (Szydlowiec, Poland), where he wrote 
Beit Shmuel (commentaries and extension) on the Even 
HaEzer section of the Shulchan Aruch, (now 
printed in standard editions, (see Illustrations, Text L, 
# 5 ).) It was printed two years before he became 
rabbi in the prestigious community of Fiyorda 
(Fuerth, Germany). 

The Beit Shmuel was the first book printed in 
the new printing press of the Siftei 
Chachamim, R.Shabbetai (Meshorer) Bass (see 
5415\1655, 5472\1712), author of Siftei 
Chachamim (commentary on Rashi) (see Illustrations, Text 
A, # 11 ) and Siftei Yesheinim (bibliography). 
R.Ya’ir Chaim Bacharach — author of 
Chavat Ya’ir (Sh’elot 1 — fled to Metz 


(N.E. France) when the 
Virmyze (Worms, Germa 

son of R.Moshe Shii 



army occupied 
>89. He was the 
— the previous 


rabbi of Virmyze — who was the son of Chava, 
the learned daughter of R.Yitzchak HaKohen 
Katz (see 5409\J648). R.Ya’ir Chaim re¬ 
turned to Virmyze ten years later to become 
rabbi (three years before he died). He in¬ 
tended the name of his Sh’elot UTeshuvot, 
“Chaves Yo’ir”, to be in memory of his grand¬ 
mother (Chava), who herself had written 
comments on Torah. 

R.Menachem Mendel Auerbach — a disciple 
of the Bach and author of Ateret Zekeinim (on 

the Shulchan Aruch, printed in standard versions) — died 
on the 20th Tammuz in Krotoszyn (Poland), where 
he was rabbi. 

R. Yosef Shmuel of Cracow (Poland) — who wrote 
Hagahot HaShas (annotations on the Talmud) and 
edited Mesorat HaShas (bibliography on the Talmud) 

— became rabbi of Frankfort (Germany) four 
years before he died. 

Three hundred Jewish houses and eleven 
synagogues were destroyed in a fire in Prague 
(see 5440\1680). 


5450 1690 


bat late afternoon — for no apparent reason, 
while in Chmielnik (Poland) for a meeting of the 
Va’ad Arba Aratzot, (see 5340 \ 1580 ), — and he died 
of the cruel beatings while being taken away 
on the 2nd Av. 


-— 5451 1691 —=**— 

Glikl (Glueckel) of Hameln (Germany) began writ¬ 
ing her memoirs — which give a rich descrip¬ 
tion of Jewish life in Germany — when her 
(first) husband died in 1691, leaving her with 
12 children. 


—— 5452 I692 -—- 

R.Chizkiyah ben David da Silva printed his 
work, Pri Chadash (on the Shulchan Aruch) — in 
Amsterdam, when he was there on a mission 
from Eretz Yisrael — only a few years before 
he died at a very young age. 


-®- 5456 » I696 -®- 

The Jewish section of Brody (Russia) was de¬ 
stroyed by fire. 


--- 5458 1697 --- 

R.Moshe Zacuto — the RaMaZ (or ReMeZ), who 
had been a disciple of R.Shaul Levi Morteira in 
Amsterdam (see 5416\1656) before he went to 
Poland-Lithuania to study — was an outstand¬ 
ing scholar of Kabbala, in which he was a dis¬ 
ciple of (the elderly) R.Binyamin HaLevi, a fol¬ 
lower of the Ari’zal. He wrote many works, and 
died — on the second day of Sukkot 5458\ 
1697 — in Mantua (Italy), where he had been rabbi 
for some twenty-four years (after being rabbi in 
Venice for approximately twenty-eight years). 

—— 5458 I 698 -—- 

The Ba J al Shem Tov was born. 

R.Yisrael ben Eliezer, the Ba’al Shem Tov (see 
5494\ 1734), was born on the 18th Elul. Both 
his parents died when he was a young child. 


R.Aharon (ben Moshe) Te’omim — author of 
Matteh Aharon (commentary on the Hagada) — had 
just become the rabbi of Cracow (Poland), hav¬ 
ing previously been rabbi in Virmyze (Worms, 
Germany). He was arrested by soldiers on Shab- 


—— 5461 1700 -.- 

R.Yehuda Chasid (Segal) — an extremely pious 
scholar — travelled around Europe, encourag¬ 
ing Jews to repentance because the Mashiach 
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(Msiah) was about to come. He emigrated to 
Eretz Yisrael with a large group of followers, but 
only a fraction of them reached their destina¬ 
tion, and R.Yehuda died a few days after arriv¬ 
ing in Yerushalayim, in Cheshvan 5461 \ 1700. 
Further problems developed, as some of the 
group were suspected Shabbateans (see 5437\ 



Living in the Year 1700 




Beit Slimuel (R.Shniucl) 1630?, 1700?. 

Siftei Chachamim (R.Shabbetai Bass) 1641, 1718. 


Mishneh LeMclech (R.Ycluida Rosames) 1657?, 1727. 


V 


Chacham Tzvi (R.Tzvi Ashkenazi) 
Seder HaDorot (R.Yechi'el Ilcilpiin) 
Pnei Yehoshua (R.Yaakov Yehoshua Falk) 
RAaakov Culi (Mc'ani Lo'ez) 
R.Yonatan Eybeshutz 
Sha'agat Aryeh (R.Aiych Leib Gunzbetg) 
Or HaChayim (R.Chaim (ib)n Attar) 
RAaakov Eniden 
Ba'al Shem Tov 
Maggid of Mezeritseh (R.D 


1660, 

1660?, 

6.1680, 

1689?, 

1690?, 

1695?, 

6.1696, 

1697?, 

1698, 

1698?, 


(1.1718. 

1747?. 

(1.1756. 

1732. 

d.1764. 

1785. 

d.1743. 

1776. 

(1.1760. 

1772. 


J 


many more were displaced (see 5443\1683, 
5474\1714) — during the (unsuccessful) Hun¬ 
garian revolution. 

The Jews of Krotoszyn (Sbnd) (see 5416\1656) 
were attacked, and their property looted, in 
anti-Jewish riots. 

- - 5466 1706 —=**— 

Forty-five Jews were killed in a fire, in Kalisch 
(Shnd) (see 5468\ 1708). 

The Jews of Lissa (fisH, Shnd) were attacked 
and plundered by the invading Russian soldiers 
(ofSfer the Sot) , and the whole Jewish section 
of the town was burned (see 5469\ 1709). 

- - 5468 I708 -**- 

Four hundred and fifty Jews died in a plague in 
Kalisch (Bind) (see 5419\1659, 5466\1706). 

A fire destroyed the Jewish section of Vitebsk 

(then filbnd) . 


5469 w1709 


1676), (and as a consequence the leader’s repu¬ 
tation was also questioned (posthumously) by 
some, see 5490\1730). 


The Jews of Lissa ffeshb, Sand) (see 
5466\1706) were accused of spreading a 
plague, and were expelled. They were allowed 
to return when the plague was over. 


——— 5463 1702 —**— 

The Pnei Yehoshua’s family were killed 
in an explosion. 

R.Yaakov Yehoshua Falk (see 5478\1718) — 
author of Pnei Yehoshua (m on Talmud) and 

a grandson of R.Yehoshua Falk (the Meginei 
Shlomo and Pnei Yehoshua I) — was living in 
Lvov (bmbergShnd) . He was teaching his dis¬ 
ciples on the 3rd Kislev (5463 \ 1702) — as he 
describes in the hakdama to his work — when 
a gunpowder storehouse exploded. Thirty-six 
Jews were killed, including his wife, daugh¬ 
ter and mother in law, but he survived even 
though he had been buried in the rubble. 

—— 5464 1703 — 

The Jews of Belaya Tzerkov (then Ehnd) were at¬ 
tacked in — was what later marked as the begin¬ 
ning of — the Haidamack massacres (see 5496\ 1736). 

— 5464 I7O4 -— 

Many Jews were killed, at this time — and 


-**- 5470 w* 1710 -**- 

Jews were expelled from Groningen (Wnerlands) 
R.Tzvi Ashkenazi — the Chacham Tzvi, who had 
spent eighteen years as a Rosh Yeshiva in Altona 
(prt of btnburg Smany) — succeeded the father 
of his second wife (see 5446\1686) R.Meshulam 
Zalman, as rabbi there. However, he returned 
to his studies, after a short while, because of a 
Halacha dispute with another rabbi, and in 1710 
he became the rabbi (see 5478\1718) of the 
relatively new Ashkenazi community — in the 
predominantly Sephardi community (see 
5402 \ 1642, 5416\1656) — of Amsterdam. 
Adel (Ethel) — the daughter of Moshe Kikinish 
of Lvov (bmberg, Edbnd) , a wealthy descendant 
of Yona HaNavi) — was killed on the 26th Elul, 
when she confessed to a blood libel to save 
the lives of other Jews. 

-- 5471 1711 -**- 

R.Yechi’el Heilprin — author of Seder HaDorot (his¬ 
tory; chronological, biograpical) — became rabbi in Minsk 
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(then Poland) until he died some thirty-six years 
later. 

A fire broke out in the house of R.Naftali Katz, 
the rabbi of Frankfort, which destroyed the whole 
Jewish section. R.Naftali — a great scholar (es¬ 
pecially in Kabbala) —was maliciously maligned: 
some accused him of preventing the flames to 
be extinguished, so that he could test his Kameyot 
(amulets) for fire extinguishing. Although he was 
cleared of any charges, he was compelled to 
leave Frankfort. 


5472 1712 


TlieSiftei Chachamim teas arrested. 

R.Shabbetai (Meshorer) Bass — the author of 
Siftei Chachamim (see 5449 \ 1689) — was ar¬ 
rested on the charge that his printing press in 
Dyhernfurth (Silesia, a region between Germany and Poland) 
was printing books that were spreading hatred 

hr released, 
e 5514\1754) — 
n, and a brother 


against Christians. He 
R.Eliyahu Shapiro of Pi 
a disciple of the Magen 
in law of the Chok YaaKov (see 5494\ 1733) — 
was author of Eliyahu Rabba and Zuta (Halacha, on 
the Levushim). He died on the 8th Nissan. 


— 5478 1718 —=**— 

The Chacham Tzvi had left Amsterdam after 
residing there for four years (see 5470\1710). 
His leaving was due to his placing a promi¬ 
nent Shabbatean (see 5437\i676) in cherem 
(excommunication), and the subsequent contro¬ 
versy and differences with the older Portuguese 
(Sephardi) congregation. He had travelled to En¬ 
gland, Germany, and Poland, before becoming 
rabbi in Lvov (Lemberg, Poland) shortly before he died 
there, on Rosh Chodesh Iyar 1718. 

He was succeeded by the Pnei Yehoshua (see 
5490 \ 1730) — who had (previously) left Lvov, 
after losing his family (see 5463 \ 1702 ) — and had 
since then been the rabbi in a number of towns. 

— 5479 ^ 1719 —— 

The whole Jewish section of Nikolsburg (Mikulov, 
Moravia) was completely destroyed by fire. 
Shimshon Wertheimer — an extremely wealthy 
shtadlan from Vienna, who was a scholar, and 
financially supported other scholars, besides 
his many activities on behalf of Jews through¬ 
out Europe — organized the raising of funds 
to rebuild the community. 


—5474 1713 — 

R.Yoel Ba’al Shem (ben Yitzchak Halpern) — a 
grandson of R.Yoel (also a Ba’al Shem), and au¬ 
thor of Toldot Adam (Kabbala) — died on the 4th 
Tishrei 5474\ 1713. 

-— 5474 ^ 1714 — 

R.Meir Eisenstadt — known as the Maharam Esh 
(or Ash) (an abbreviation of Eisenstadt) —became 
rabbi in Eisenstadt, which had just recovered 
from the Hungarian Revolution (see 5464\ 1704). 
He wrote Panim Me’irot (Chidushim and Sh'elotUTeshuvot). 

—-— 5475 1715 —-— 

Eight hundred and ninety-two Jews died in a 
plague in Boskowitz (Moravia). 

—— 5476 I716 -- 

The Jews of Posen (Poznan, Poland) were attacked 
— a few years after an epidemic (of Ergot disease) 
had decimated the community — and many 
Jews subsequently left the town (see 5496M736). 


--- 5480 1720 -«- 

The Jews of Budapest (Hungary) were attacked 


Hr \ 


Living in the Year 1720 

Mishneh LcMelech (R.Yehuda Rosalines) 16571, 1727. 

Seder HaDorot (R.Yedii'cl Heilprin) 

f660?, ,11747?. 

Pnei Yehoshua (R.Yaakov Yehoshua Falk) 

1680, 1756. 

R.Yaakov Culi (Mc'ani Lo'ez) 

1689?, ,,.1732. 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz 

1690?, 1764. 

Sha'agat Aiyeh (R.Arych Leib Gunzbag) 

1695?, 4.1785. 

Or HaChayim (R.Chaim (ib)n Attar) 

1696, 1743. 

R.Yaakov Emden 

1697?, ,11776. 

Ra'al Shem Tov 

1698, 1760. 

Maggid of Mezeritseh (R.Dov Bcr) 

1698?, 4.1772. 

Ramchal (Luzzatto) 

1707, 1747. 

Korban HaEida (R.David Frankel) 

IH707, 4.1762. 

Pnei Moshc (R.Moshc Maraolis) 

1710?, 1781. 

Nixla RiYehuda (R.Yeehezk'el Landau) 1713, J. 1 793. 

R.Elimeleeh of Lizensk 

1717?, 1786. 

R.Zushya of Amiopol 

1718?, 4.1800. 

Vilna Gaon 

1720, 1797. 


V JJ 
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and their homes plundered (see 5474\1714). 

-— 5481 1720 -**- 

Arabs broke into the Ashkenazi synagogue in 
Yerushalayim — which had been built in 
honor of R.Yehuda Chasid (see 5461 \ 1700 ) — 
and they burned the Torah scrolls, on 8th 
Cheshvan 5481 \ 1 720. The Ashkenazi Jews had 
to flee (they could not return), and the syna¬ 
gogue remained in disrepair for many years 
(see 5597\1837), thus attracting the name 
Churvat R.Yehuda Chasid. 


5483 »1723 


R.Yeshayahu (ben Avraham) HaLevi — grand¬ 
son of the Taz and author of the first Ba’er Heitev 
(1) (summary of commentaries on the Orach Chayim section 
of Shulchan Aruch) (see Illustrations, Text J, #5) — was 
burned to death (see 5424\1664) with his wife 
and daughter, in a fir — gilev (then Poland). 
They were on their wa :z Yisrael. 

R. Yehuda ben Shimon | (Tykocin, N.E.Poland) 

also wrote Ba’er Heitev (2) (a (full) commentary on the 
Shulchan Aruch) . Although it covers all four sections 
of the Shulchan Aruch, it is only his Ba’er Heitev 
on the Orach Chayim and Even HaEzer sections 
that are now printed in standard editions (see 
Illustrations, Text J, #5, L, #6). 

R.Zecharyah Mendel of Belz (Poland) also wrote 
a Ba’er Heitev (3) (summary of commentaries), 
which is printed (in standard editions of the 
Shulchan Aruch) on the sections of Yoreh De’a 
and Choshen Mishpat (see Illustrations, Text K, #5, 
M, #6). 

R.Moshe (ben Shimon) Frankfurter also wrote a 
Ba’er Heitev (4) (summary of commentaries), on the 
Choshen Mishpat section of Shulchan Aruch. 


—— 5484 I724 — 

R.Yaakov Culi (Me'am Lo’ez) arrived in 
Constantinople. 

R.Yaakov Culi came to Constantinople — to 
print the works of his grandfather (R.Moshe 
ibn Chaviv) — and there he became a disciple 
of R.Yehuda Rosannes. Later — after R.Yehuda 
died (see 5487\1727) — he edited his work 
(Mishneh LeMelech, see 5487\1727), and 
wrote Me’am Lo’ez (extensive basic commentary, hom¬ 
ily) on Bereshit and Shmot (Chumash, Bible). 
This he wrote in Ladino, a Judeo-Spanish lan¬ 


guage similar in concept to (Germanic) Yiddish. 
After he died (at an early age), further volumes 
of the Me’am Lo’ez were written by others, who 
continued his work (partly from manuscript he 
had left). This popular work played an impor¬ 
tant role in the Torah re-orientation of Sephardim, 
after the confusion left by Shabbetai Tzvi (see 
5426\I666, 5437W676, 5494W734). 

--- 5486 I726 -—- 

The Jews were attacked in Jassy ( Moldavia ) af¬ 
ter a blood libel, and the synagogues were des¬ 
ecrated. 


--- 5487 1727 --- 

The Mishneh LeMelech died. 

R.Yehuda Rosannes of Constantinople (Istanbul, 
Turkey) — author of the Mishneh LeMelech (com¬ 
mentary on the Rambam's Yad HaChazaka) (see Illustrations, 
Text I, #9 ) (see 5484\1724) — died on the 22nd 
Nissan, Acharon Shel Pesach (the last day ofPesach). 

- - 5488 I728 -**- 

Two brothers — after being charged that they 
had attempted to convince a meshumad (apos¬ 
tate) to return to Judaism, and that they had 
‘profaned Christian symbols’ — R.Chaim, a 
rabbi, and R.Yehoshua Reitzes, a Rosh Yeshiva, 
were tortured and then burned in Lvov (Lemberg, 
Poland) on Erev Shavu’ot. (Some say R.Yehoshua 
took his own life in prison, and his body was 
then mutilated and burned.) 

- - 5490 w 1730 -— 

The Pnei Yehoshua (see 5478\1718, 5494\ 1 733) 
had left Lvov (Lemberg Poland) — because of a contro¬ 
versy over his public cherem (excommunication) of the 
Shabbateans (see 5437M676, 5478M7I8) — and he 
had not settled until he became rabbi in Berlin in 
1730 (see 5430\ 1670). 

R.Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (see 5507\ 1747) — 
known as the Ramchal, a brilliant young scholar 
of Italy — was suspected of being influenced by 
the Shabbateans, because of his personal mys¬ 
tical style and his Kabbala writings (which he sub¬ 
sequently undertook to cease). He later left Italy 
and settled in Amsterdam for a while (see 
5507\ 1747). 

The Kabbala, and its transference through the 
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generations (see 5050\1290), is not as strictly 
defined as the Talmud and Halacha, and does 
not have the same clear structure. It can be 
possible for ‘analysts’ to assume that the ori¬ 
gins of some works were Shabbatean, when 
they may have been from other (discreet) 
sources. It is also possible — within the un¬ 
structured nature of transference of the Kabbala 
tradition — that some (sometimes even schol¬ 
ars) may (mistakenly) accept the authenticity 
of Kabbala works — most likely without the guid¬ 
ance of an elder mentor — which were in fact 
influenced by Shabbetai Tzvi’s divergence from 
Kabbala (see 5426\1666). 


Jews in Pavoloch and fourteen Jews in 
Pogrebishche. 

Many Jews were imprisoned and tortured in a 
blood libel in Posen (Poznan, Poland), and the com¬ 
munity deteriorated further (see 5476\ 1716, 
5516\2 755). 

— 5497 ^ 1737 —— 

A number of Jews were tortured and killed in a 
blood libel in Yaroslav (Poland). 

- - 5498 1738 -~- 


5494 1733 


R.Yaakov Reisher — author of Shvut Yaakov, 
Minchat Yaakov, and Chok Yaakov (Halacha), and 
rabbi of Metz (N.E. France) — died on the 10th 
Tevet 5494 \1733. A year later he was suc¬ 
ceeded by the Pnei Yeh JBM ; ee 5490\ 1730), 

1702) to a schol- 


who was remarried (se 
arly woman. 

R.Alexander Sender (ben Ephrayim Zalman) 
Schorr published Simla Chadasha (Halacha of 
Shechita) with his own commentary called Tevu’ot 
Shor four years before he died. 


—-— 5494 ^ 1734 —-— 

Jews 11'ere massacred by the Haidamaek bands. 

Twenty-seven Jews were massacred in Korsun 
(Poland) by the roaming Haidamaek bands (see 
5463\1703, 5496\ 1736). 

For a number of years, the Ba’al Shem Tov had 
kept company with the itinerant Tzadikim 
Nistarim (see 5546\1786), a grouping who were 
covertly active — after the Chmielnitzki massa¬ 
cres, and the confusion left by Shabbetai Tzvi, 
see 5408\i 648, 5426\1666, 5437\ 1676) — 
to alleviate the massive economic and spiritual 
plight of the Jews in and around Poland-Lithuania. 
He became a leader in their clandestine society, 
and began teaching his concepts of Chasidut pub¬ 
licly in 1734 at the age of thirty-six. 

--- 5496 w* 1736 --- 

The Haidamacks — roving bands of armed peas¬ 
ants and their assorted colleagues — attacked 
travellers, and the smaller towns (see 5464\ 
1703, 5494\ 1734, 5528\1768) in Polish 
Ukraine. In 1736 they massacred thirty-five 


Joseph Oppenheimer — financial advisor to the 
Duke (Karl Alexander) of Wurtemberg, who had 
previously settled Jews in places that were for¬ 
bidden to them — was slandered by the envi¬ 
ous for his successful management. He decided 
to escape danger and leave the country, and 
made a last-night visit to the Duke who was 
supporting him. Unfortunately the Duke died 
on that very night, Oppenheim was arrested by 
enemies — and although he was not a Halacha- 
observant Jew, and two of his siblings had “em¬ 
braced” Christianity — he resisted attempts to 
force him to conversion, and was hanged say¬ 
ing shema yisrael on the 14th Shvat. 


Baruch Leibov and the Russian naval officer 
Alexander Vosnitsyn — whom he introduced to 
Judaism — were both tortured and burned at the 
stake in S.Petersbrg (Russia). 


7-k 

Living in the Year 1740 

Seder HaDorot (R.Yechi'el Heilprin) 

1660?, 1747?. 

Pnei Yehoshua (R.Yaakov Yehoshua Falk) 

h 1680, d.1756. 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz 

1690?, 1764. 

Sha'agat Aiycli (R.Aiyeh Lcib Gunzbag) 

1695?, cl.1785. 

Or HaChayim (R.Chaim (ib)n Attar) 

1696, 1743. 

R. Yaakov Emden 

1697?, d.1776. 

Ba'al Shem Tov 

1698, 1760. 

Maggid of Mezeritsch (R.E)ov Ber) 

0.16987, (1.1772. 

Ramchal (Luzzatto) 

1707, 1747. 

Korban HaEida (R.David Frankcl) 

6.1707, d.1762. 

Pnei Moshe (R.Moshe Maiyolis) 

1710?, 1781. 

Noda BiYehuda (R.Yechezk'cl Landau) 1713, 41793. 

R.Elimelceh of Lizensk 

1717?, 1786. 

R.Zushya of Annopol 

6.17187, (1.1800. 

Vilna Gaon 

1720, 1797. 

Cliida (Azulai) 

1) 1724, (1.1806. 

Pri Mcsyidim (R.Yosef Tc'omim) 

1727?, 1792. 

R.Levi Yitzchak of Beiditehcv 

1740, (1.1810. 

-T 
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14b — Acharonim and Early Chassidim 

Chapter 14 b, 

Acharonim and Early Chassidim 


5500 w* 1740 


5503 1743 


The year 5500 carried a centuries-old predic¬ 
tion from the Zohar (see 5050\1290) — that 
the gates of wisdom would be opened in the 
“sixth hundred year of the sixth (thousand)” 
(5500) [Zoh.i. 1 i 7 a] — which coincides with the in¬ 
creased development of the new sciences and 
technologies of the Industrial Revolution, ush¬ 
ering in a new era in the history of mankind. 


5501wI74I 


Eretz Yisrael. 

e, R.Chaim (ib)n 

im (commentary on 


The Or HaChayim or 

Due to persecutions ai 
Attar — author of Or 
Chumash (Bible)) (see Illustrations, Text A, # 12 ) and other 
works — left Morocco, where he was born. He 
travelled to Italy (via Algiers), where he sought 
to publish his works. His popular reception 
there inspired him to seek (financial) support 
for his proposed yeshiva in Yerushalayim (some 
disciples had followed him). After more than a 
year in Italy, he sailed (with 30 people) to Eretz 
Yisrael, arriving in 1741. He stayed in Acco 
(Acre) for a year because of a plague (see 
5507\ 1747) in Yerushalayim, where he finally 
arrived, only to live one year before he died 
(at 47). 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz (see 5510\1750) — an 
orphan who was raised by the Maharam Esh 
(see 5474\ 1714) — was author of Creti UPeleti 
and Urim VeTumim (Pilpul (fine and sharp distinctions) 
on Halacha). He was appointed rabbi in Metz (N.E. 
France) in 1741, when the Pnei Yehoshua left 
(see 5494\ 1733, 5514\1754). Before R.Yonatan 
had a chance to leave, the French army at¬ 
tacked Prague (see 5505\1745), but they per¬ 
mitted him to leave for Metz (in France). However, 
the (defending) Austrian government confis¬ 
cated his belongings for this “treason”. 


--- 5502 w 1742 --- 

All Jews were expelled from — most of what was 
then — Russia (see 5532 \ 1772). 


R.David Frankel (Mirels) — author of Korban 
HaEida (commentary on Talmud Yerushalmi, now 
printed in standard editions) (see Illustrations, Text F # 4 )— 

was appointed rabbi of Berlin. 


5505 ^ 1745 


A number of Jews were massacred in Roudnice 
(Bohemia), and — in a decree issued by Maria 
Theresa (empress of Austria) (see 5506\1746, 
5534\1774) in 1744 — all Jews were expelled 
from Prague (see 5501 \ 1741). They were al¬ 
lowed to return three years later. 

R.Shneur Zalman (see 5530\1770) — the son 
of R.Baruch, who was a direct descendant of 
the Maharal of Prague — was born on the 18th 
Elul (see 5369\1609, 5458\1698). His mother, 
Rivka, was a scholarly woman who had daily 
shi ’urim (study-sessions). 

- - 5506 I 746 —~— 

All Jews were expelled (by Maria Theresa, see 
5505\1745) from Buda (Budapest, Hungary). 

--- 5507 1747 --- 

R.Moshe Chaim Lussatto (Ramchal) died in 
Acco (Acre). 

R.Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (see 5490\ 1730) — 
author of Mesilat Yesharim (Mussar) and other 
works, who had left Amsterdam and settled in 
Eretz Yisrael — died, in a plague (see 
5501 \ 1741) in Acco (Acre) on the 26th Iyar, some 
four years after he had arrived there. Many Jews 
in nearby Tzfat (Safed) also died of a plague (see 
5520 \1759). 

Five Jews were killed in a blood libel in Izyaslav 

(Poland). 

R.Avraham Gershon of Kitev (Kuty, Poland) — a Torah 
scholar respected by R.Yonatan Eybeshutz and 
the Noda BiYehuda — left Europe to settle in Eretz 
Yisrael at the request of his brother-in-law, the 
Ba’al Shem Tov, of whom he was a follower. 
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—-— 5509 ^ 1749 —-— 

The Jews of Breslau (Silesia a region between Germany 
and Poland) — who had recently returned (see 
5213\1453) — were killed in the riots that fol¬ 
lowed the explosion of a gunpowder storehouse. 


--- 5510 w 1750 --- 

R.Yonalan Eybeshutz became rabbi in Hamburg. 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz (see 5501\ 1741) be¬ 
came rabbi in the combined communities of 
Hamburg Altona and Wandsbek. R.Yaakov 
Emden — the son of the Chacham Tzvi (see 
5470\1710) — was living there, after having 
been rabbi in Emden (Germany) for a few years. 
When R.Yonatan arrived, there was an ‘epi¬ 
demic’ — in which many women died at child¬ 
birth — and the community turned to the new 
rabbi, who was also renowned for his expertise 
in practical Kabbala. R.Yonatan wrote Kameyot 
(amulets), some of whic 


R.Yaakov Emden and ii 
Shabbatean content (si 


later opened by 
:d by him to be of 
1730). 


Although R.Yonatan had been a participant in 
a cherem (excommunication) of the Shabbateans (see 
5437 \1676] — in Prague (in 1725), and he had 
restated his position regarding them — never¬ 
theless a prolonged and widespread (see 55I4\I 753, 
5514\1754) controversy ensued (which also ex¬ 
tended outside of the Jewish communities). 
R.Yaakov Emden (see 5536\ 1776) maintained his 
accusations — from Amsterdam, when he had to 
leave Hamburg — and R.Yonatan presented ex¬ 
planations for his Kameyot. 


— allowing both sides in the Emden-Eybeshutz 
controversy a dignified retreat (see 5510\ 1750), 
R.Yechezk’el Landau — author of Noda BiYehuda 
(Sh'elot UTeshuvot) and other works — became rabbi 
of Prague (see 5505\1745) and all of Bohemia. 
He was not kind in his (later) statements about 
the Chasidim. 

The Pnei Yehoshua (see 5501 \ 1741) had left 
Metz (N.E. France), and then been rabbi in Frank¬ 
fort am Main for ten years. He left there after 
becoming involved in the Emden-Eybeshutz con¬ 
troversy (see 5510\1750) in favor of R.Yaakov 
Emden (see 5490\1730). He was living in 
Virmyze (Worms, Germany) when the Chida (see 
5566\1806) — while on his travels as an emis¬ 
sary for Eretz Yisrael — visited him, (somewhat 
over a year) before the Pnei Yehoshua died. 
Most of the Jewish section of Prague was de¬ 
stroyed by a fire in which many writings of 
R.Eliyahu Shapiro (Eliyahu Rabba, see 
5472\1712) were burned. 

--- 5515 «"■ 1755 --- 

Hertzl Levi was killed in Colmar (Alsace, a region 
between France and Germany), after a (libel) trial. 

--- 5516 w 1755 --- 

R.Aryeh Leib ben Yosef Kalahora the Darshan 
(preacher) was killed (see 5424\ 1663) on the 18th 
Kislev 5516\ 1755, only a few weeks after Yaa- 
kov ben Pinchas (a community trustee) and Wolf 
Winkler were killed, in a blood libel in Posen 
(Poznan, Poland) (see 5496\ 1736). 


--- 5513 ^ 1753 --- 

Eleven Jews were (skinned alive and) killed — 
and thirteen were forced to convert to Chris¬ 
tianity — in a blood libel in Zhitomir (then Poland). 

--- 5514 1753 --- 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz was cleared of suspi¬ 
cion (see 5510\1750) by the scholars of the 
Va’ad Arba Aratzot in Yaroslav, on the 3rd 
Cheshvan 5514 \ 1753. 


--- 5517 » 1756 --- 

R.Yitzchak (Chizkiyah) Lampronti — author of 
the monumental Talmudic encyclopedia 
Pachad Yitzchak — died in the month of Chesh¬ 
van 5517 \1756 (at age 78) in Ferrara (Italy), 
where he served a rabbi, Rosh Yeshiva, and doc¬ 
tor. His burial place is unknown, because the 
Inquisition (see 5012\ 1252) had forbidden 
Jews to erect tombstones. 

-- 5518 w 1757 -= 1 -- 


5514 1754 


The Noda BiYehuda became rabbi in Prague. 

Two years after his proclamation of mediation 


The Frankists instigated 
mass burnings of the Talmud. 

Jacob Frank had returned to Poland after he 
had spent many years in Turkey with mem- 
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bers of Shabbatean sects (see 5437 \1676). 
There he apparently acquired Sephardi style 
— for which, some say, he was nick-named 
‘frenk’ — and he subsequently adopted the 
name ‘Frank’. He became a leader (see 5519\ 
1759) among the mostly secret Shabbatean 
followers in Europe, and began to encourage 
them to express their beliefs openly. 

A cherem (excommunication) was proclaimed in 
Brody (then Russia), against the now identifiable 
Shabbatean followers of Frank (who were later 
called Frankists). The cherem included a ban 
against the study of Kabbala under the age of 
40 (see 5065\1305). 

The Frankists had begun developing close re¬ 
lations with the Bishop of Kaminetz-Podolski 
(then Poland), who subsequently organized a de¬ 
bate, in his city, between the Shabbatean- 
Frankists and leaders of traditional Jews. At 
the debate the Frankists degraded the Talmud, 
and as a result the bishop declared that all cop¬ 


ies were to be confis 
5314 \1553). A mass 
Kaminetz-Podolski in 


nd burned (see 
g took place in 
an-Kislev 5518\ 


1757, where the bishup uicu at the time of 
the burnings — a miracle attributed to the 
Ba’al Shem Tov. Jewish books were also 
burned in other towns in Poland, including 
Lvov (Lemberg), Zholkva (Zolkiew) and Brody. 


--- 5519 «"■ 1759 --- 

Frankists supported blood libel charges , in 
public DEBATE. 

Jacob Frank (see 5518\2 757) had drawn his 
Shabbatean followers closer to Christianity. Af¬ 
ter the debate of 1757 he was involved with 
Christians in organizing another debate with 
(traditional) Jews, in which he and his follow¬ 
ers were to prove (among other things) that 
Jews did in fact use non-Jewish blood for ritual 
purposes. It was also understood, that after 
the debate, he and his followers would partici¬ 
pate in a mass conversion to Christianity (al¬ 
though they secretly intended to retain their 
Shabbatean beliefs, see 5443 \ 1683). 

R.Chaim HaKohen Rappaport — the distin¬ 
guished rabbi of Lvov (Lemberg Poland), and a secret 
follower of the Ba’al Shem Tov — was the leading 
spokesman for the (traditional) Jews (some say 
the Ba’al Shem Tov himself was not among those 
present) in the highly charged (but inconclu¬ 
sive) debate that took place in 1759 in Lvov. 
There were no resultant burnings of the Tal- 


Chapter 14 — The Acharonim - Later Scholars 249 

■14 b — Acharonim and Early Chassidim 

mud (see 5518 \ 1757 ), but Jacob Frank led many 
of his followers (some say thousands) to bap¬ 
tism in Lvov after the debate, and he himself 
was baptized again later. However, many of his 
followers did not convert, yet remained devoted 
to him without following his (stated) ‘path 
through the religions, to a world higher than any 
religious ordef. 

Frank was arrested a short while later, because 
of Christian suspicions about his (‘heretic’ per¬ 
sonal Messianic) ambitions and intentions, 
and because of the scandalous nature of some of 
the (pseudo-religious) orgies that the Shabbateans 
indulged in. He remained imprisoned in the for¬ 
tress at Chestoehova (Czestochowa, Poland) for thir¬ 
teen years (see 5532 \ 1772). 

-~- 5520 w 1759 --- 

200 Jews died in an earthquake in Tzfat (Safed) 
in Cheshvan 5520\ 1759 , and most of the sur¬ 
vivors began leaving the town (see 5507\ 1747, 
5597\ 1837). 


5520 1760 


The Ba ’’ul Shem Tov died. 

The Ba’al Shem Tov — (Besht) (see 5494\ 1734), 


tf 




Living in the Year 1760 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz 

16901, 1764. 

Sha'agat Aryeh (R.Aiydi Lcib Gunzbcig) 

61695?, 1785. 

R.Yaakov Enulcn 

1697?, 1776. 

Ba'al Shorn Tov 

h, 1698, <1.1760. 

Maggid of Mezeritsch (R.Dov Bed 

1698?, 1772. 

Korban HaEida (R.David Frankel) 

1707, 1762. 

Pnci Moshc (R.Moshe Margolis) 

1710?, 1781. 

Notla BiYchuda (R.Yeehezk'd Landau) 1713, 1793. 

R.Elimclech of Lizensk 

1717?, 1786. 

R.Zushya of Amiopol 

6.1718?, 1800. 

Vilna Gaon 

1720, 1797. 

Chida (Azulai) 

(,.1724, ,1.1806. 

Pri Megadim (R.Yoscf Te'oinim) 

1727?, 1792. 

R.Levi Yitzehak of Bcitlitchev 

1740, 1810. 

R.Shncur Zalman (Rav of Lyady) 

1745, 1813. 

Ketzot HaChoshen (R.Aiydi Lcib Heller) 

6.17457, 1813. 

Chozeh of Lublin 

1745?, 1815. 

Chayei Adam (R.Avraham Danziger) 

1,1748, 1820. 

R.Chaim Volozhiner 

1749, 1821. 

Yismach Moshc (R.Moshe Teitelbaum) 1759, 1841. 

Chavat Da'at (R.Yakov of Lissa/Netivot) 

1759?, 1832. 

R.Ephraymi Zalman Margolis 

6.1760, 11828. J 
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Major Admurim 
& Chassidic Leaders 



Ba al Shem Tov 

f698 f760. 

Maggid of Mezeritsch (R.Dov Ber) 

h. f 698 ? d. f 772. 

R.Avraham Gershon of Kitev (*) 

b. 1701? d. 1761. 

R.Nachman of Horodenka (*) 

h. 1705? d. 1765. 

R.Efimelech of Lizensk 

h. 1717? d. 1786. 

R.Zushya of Annopol 

b. 1718? d. 1800. 

R.Yeehi'cl Michel of Zlotchov 

b. 1721? d. 1786? 

R.Yaakov Yosef of Polannoe (*) 

b. 1724? d. 1784? 

The Shpoler Zeideh 

b. 1725 d. 1812. 

R.Shmelke of Nikolsburg 

b. 1726? d. 1778? 

R.Pinchas of Koretz 

h. 1728 d. 1790. 

R.Menadiem Mendel of Vitebsk 

b. 1730? d. 1788. 

R.Nachum of Chernobyl 

h. 1730 d. 1797. 

R.Pinchas Horowitz 

b. 1730 d. 1805. 

R.Yisrael (Maggid) of Kozhnitz 

b. 1733? d. 1814. 

R.Aharon of Karlin 

b. 1736 d. 1772. 

R.Shlmuo of Karlin 

h. 1738 d. 1792. 

■1 

Litzchak of Berditchev 

b. 1740 d. 1810. 

■271 

am of Kalisk 

b. 1741 d. 1809. 


Yitzchak Aisik of Kalliv 

b. 1744? d. 1821. 

R.Shneur Zalman (Rav of Lyady) 

1). 1745 d. 1813. 

Chozeh of Lublin 

h. 1745? d. 1815. 

R.Baruch of Mcdzibuzh 

b. 1753? d. 1811. 

Adm.R.Avrham YhoshuaHeschel of Apta 

h. 1755 d. 1825 

Adm.R.Mnachem Mendel of Rymanov (*) 

1). 1755? d. 1815 

Yismach Moshe (R.Moshc Teitelbaum) 

h. 1759 d. 1841 

Adm.R.Meir of Apta 

h. 1760 d. 1827 

Adm.R.Naftali Tzvi of Ropshytz 

h. 1760 d. 1827 

Adm.R.Klonymos Kalman of Cracow (*) 

b. 1763? d. 1823 

Adm.R.Asher of Stolin 

b. 1765 d. 1826 

The Yehudi of Pershisskha 

h. 1766 d. 1814 

Adm.R.Simcha Bunim of Pershisskha 

b. 1767 d. 1827 

Adm.R.Mordechai of Chernobyl 

1). 1770 d. 1837 

R.Nachman of Bratslav 

h. 1772 d. 1811 

Adm.R.Dov Ber of Lubavitch 

b. 1774 d. 1827 

Adm.R. Shalom of Bclz 

h. 1779 d. 1855 

Adm.R.Meir(el) Premishlaner 

I). 1780? d. 1850 

Bnei Yissachar (of Dynov) 

h. 1783? d. 1841 

Adm.R.Elazar Nissan Teitelbaum 

b. 1786? d. 1856 


R.Mcndel of Kotzk 
Tzemach Tzedek (of Lubavitch) 
Divrei Chaim (of Tzanz) 
R.Yisrael of Ruzhin 
Chidushei HaRim (of Gur) 
Adm.R.Shlomo of Radomsk 
Adm.R.Aisik of Komarno 
Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda of Sighet 
Divrei Yechezk'el (of Shinev) 
Adm.R.Yitzchak of Skvira 


b. 1787 
f 789 
b. 1793 
b. 1797 
h. 1799 


d, 1859 
d. 1866 
d. 1876 
d. 1850 
d. 1866 


h. 1803 d. 1866 
b. 1806 d. 1874 
b. 1808 d. 1883 
b. 1811: d. 1899 
b. 1812 d. 1885 


Listed in order of date of birth. 
(*) Date of birth unknown. 
Estimated on life of 6o years. 


continued .<> ■ 
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..continued 


Adm.R.Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin 

1). 1823 

d. 1900 

Adm.R.Yehoshua of Bclz 

b. 1825 

d. 1894 

Adm.R.Dovid Moshe of Czhortkov 

b. 1828 

d .1904 

AdAdm.R.Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz 

b. 1830 

d. 1884 

Adm.R.Shmuel of Lubavitch 

b. 1834 

d. 1882 

Adm.R.Cliananyah Yom Tov Lipa of Sighet 

b. 1836 

d. 1904 

Adm.R.Avraham of Sochatchev 

b. 1839 

d .1910 

Darkei Teshuva (of Munkatch) 

b. 1845? 

d. 1913 

'Sfass Emess' (of Gur) 

b .1847 

d .1905 

Adm.R.Shlomo of Bobov 

b. 1848 

d. 1906 

Adm.R.Yeshaya Kerestirer 

b. 1852 

d. 1925 

Adm.R.Yissachar Dov Rokeach I of Belz 

b. 1854 

d .1926 

Adm.R.Yisrael Hager of Vizhnitz 

b. I860 

d. 1935 

Adm.R.Sholom DovBcr of Lubavitch 

b. 1860 

d .1920 

Adm.R.Avraham Mordechai of Gur 

b .1866 

d. 1948 

Adm.R.Chaim Elazar of Munkatch 

b. 1871? 

d. 1937 

Adm.R.Ben Zion of Bobov 

b. 1874 

1941 

Adm.R.Aharon of Belz 

b .1880 

d. 1957 

Adm.R.Chaim Tsvi Teitelbaum of Sighet 

b. 1880? 

1926 

Adm.R.Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch 

b .1880 

d .1950 

Adm.R.Chaim Meir Hager of Vizhnitz 

b. 1881 

d. 1972 

_ 

.Yoel(ish) of Satmar 

b. 1888 

d .1979 


.Yisrael of Gur 

b. 1894 

d. 1977 


.Yaakov Yosef of Sqver 

b. 1895? 

d .1968 

ACllll.K 

.Simcha Bunim of Gur 

b. 1896 

d. 1992 

Adm.R.Menachem Mendel Schneersohn 

b. 1902 

d .1994 

Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda of Klauscnberg 

b. 1905 

d .1994 

Adm.R.Shlomo of Bobov 

b. 1908 

d. 2000 

Adm.R.Moshe of Sighet, Satmerer Rov 

b .1915 


Adm.R.Pinchos Menachem Alter of Gur 

b. 1926 

d. 1996 

Adm.R.Naftali Halberstam of Bobov 

b. 1931 


Adm.R.Yaakov Aiyeh of Gur 

b. 1933 



the founder of the movement of Chasidim — died 
on (Wednesday, the first day of) Shavu’ot. He had 
attracted thousands of followers (called Chasidim) — 
some of them secret, see 5494\1734, 5519\1759, 
5543\ 1783 — to his hew’ (joyous) expression of 
Judaism (based in Kabbala), in which the ‘quality’ of 
spiritual dedication (in the heart) was considered as 
important as the ‘quantity’ of intellectual (Torah) in¬ 
formation (in the mind), and in which the ability to 
feel close (love) to the Creator became as important 
as the need to stand distant (fear, respect). He also 
stressed the need to love all fellow Jews (Ahavat Yis- 
rael), regardless of status and background. 

A veritable literature of stories, tales, and leg¬ 
ends has evolved about his miraculous healing 
of both bodies and souls, and about rescues and 
other wondrous accomplishments. 

This personal charismatic centrality in the role 


of Tzadik, or Rebbe, contributed to serious suspi¬ 
cions that this new movement was yet another 
group of Shabbetai Tzvi’niks (Shabbateans) (see 
5437 \1676, 5518\ 1757) (and the Va’ad Arba 
Aratzot threatened to make a cherem). 

Another contributing factor to the suspicions about 
Chasidim was the ‘new’ emotional and expressionful 
style of Chasidim — in prayer and mitzvot, and in 
life in general — a style accompanied by the (spiri¬ 
tual) desire to be unobtrusive (and often secretive) 
in the fulfillment of good deeds. The latter style and 
conduct relegated much of the refinement of the 
movement beyond the eye of casual observation. 
Chasidim became known (by many) as the sect 
(HaCat), particularly in the circles of the schol¬ 
ars, whose suspicions were amplified because 
of the Ba’al Shem Tov’s people orientation — even 
the unlearned could participate in the dedica- 
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tion of the heart, and were in fact encouraged (with 
the warm personal attention of Ahavat Yisrael) to 
do so — which stood in stark contrast to their 
own subject orientation (with an elitist emphasis 
on accumulated knowledge and intellectual skills). 
These suspicions (see 5532\1772), and their of¬ 
ten harsh social consequences, increased the 
need and thus the incidence of secret followers of 
the new movement — a fact which probably, in 
turn, further increased the suspicion... 

The Ba’al Shem Tov — who lived in Medzibuzh 
(Miedzyborz, then Poland) — had begun a mass 
re-orientation among the Jews of Poland and 
Eastern Europe, who had not recovered (eco¬ 
nomically or spiritually, see 5494\1734) from 
the decimation of the Chmielnitzki massacres 
(see 5408\ 1648), and from the confusion left in 
the wake of Shabbetai Tzvi (see 5426\1666, 
5484\ 1724, 5518 \1757). 

R.DovBer (see 5533\ 1772), the Maggid of Mezeritsch 
(Poland) succeeded the Ba’al Shem Tov as the leader 


of the movement, althou 
disciples (see 5507\ 1741 
eluded R.Pinchas of I 



of the other major 
764) — which in- 
oland), R.Yechi’el 


Michel of Zlotchov (Polar iuj, CU 1 U R.Yaakov Yosef of 
Polannoe (Polonnoye, Volhynia, region in W.Poland) (author 
of Toldot Yaakov Yosef, see 5541 \ 1781) — had 
many followers (chasidim) of their own. 

All Jews were expelled from Courland (region in 
S.W. Latvia). 


—— 5522 1761 —^— 

Many Jews were killed in Mogilev-Podolski (then 
Poland), and a number of Jews of Wojslawice (Po¬ 
land) were killed in a blood libel supported by 
the Frankists (see 5519\1759). 

— 5522 I762 -=**- 

The Jews of Emden (Germany) were attacked in 
anti-Jewish riots in Sivan. 


--- 5523 ^ 1763 --- 

Four Jews were killed in Kalisch (Poland) in a 

BLOOD LIBEL. 


—-— 5524 »1764 —-— 

The Va’ad Area Aratzot was discontinued. 

The Va’ad Arba Aratzot (see 5340\ 1580) was dissolved 
by the government of Poland — which sought to 
end the Jewish autonomy — and devised another 
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method of collecting Jewish taxes. 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz (see 5501 \ 1741) died on the 
21st Elul, and R.Yitzchak Horowitz was appointed 
rabbi in Hamburg (with the approval of R.Yaakov 
Emden). R.Yitzchak, known as ‘Reb Itzikel 
MeHamburg’, eventually managed to restore dig¬ 
nity to both sides in the Emden-Eybeshutz contro¬ 
versy (see 5510\1750). 

R.Nachman of Horodenka (Poland) settled in Eretz 
Yisrael (see 5507\1747) together with some 
other disciples of the Ba’al Shem Tov. 

- - 5527 1767 --- 

Twenty Jews were killed when a fire destroyed 
the whole Jewish section of Lissa (Leszno, Poland). 
R.Malachi (ben Yaakov) HaKohen published Yad 
Malachi (principles and methods of Talmud and Halacha study). 

— 5528 1768 ——— 

Despite Jewish resistance, 
the Haidamacks massacred thousands. 

The Haidamacks (see 5496\ 1736) brutally killed 
many Jews in the Polish-Ukrainian towns of 
Fastov, Lysyanka, Zhabotin, Kanyev, Tetiyev, 
Korsun (see 5494 \ 1734), and Balta (where some 
had come to seek refuge). Many fled to the forti¬ 
fied city of Uman (then Poland), where on the 5th 
Tammuz, many Jews fought the attackers un¬ 
til they were overwhelmed. Thousands of Jews 
in Uman were massacred in the synagogues, 
which were subsequently burned together with 
the Torah scrolls which had been desecrated. 

--- 5529 1769 --- 

R.Netanel Weil of Prague — descendant of the 
Mahariv, and author of Korban Netanel (commen¬ 
tary on the Rosh) — died in Karlsruhe (Germany) where 
he was succeeded by his son as rabbi. 


--- 5530 » 1770 --- 

R.Yechi’el Hillel Altshuler completed and printed 
his father’s commentaries on the T’nach (Bible), 
Metzudat David and Metzudat Tzion (see Illustrations, 
Text 8 , # 6 , #7). 

R.Shneur Zalman (see 5532\1772, 5559\ 1798) 
— a disciple of the Maggid of Mezeritsch, who, 
in 1767, had been appointed Maggid in his 
hometown of Liozhna (then Poland-Lithuania) — be¬ 
gan writing an edition of the Shulchan Aruch. 
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This undertaking — assigned to him by the 
Maggid of Mezeritsch, who treated him as one 
of his favored disciples (even though he was 
probably the youngest) — was based on the 
original, but included all important opinions on 
Halacha since the Shulchan Aruch of R.Yosef 
Karo and the Ramo (see 5330\1570). It is writ¬ 
ten in one synthesized (descriptive) text, and is 
commonly called ‘Shulchan Aruch HaRav’. 

800 Jews died in a plague in Zholkva (Zolkiew, 
Poland). 


5532 » 1772 


At a public debate — held in Shklov (then 
Poland-Lithuania), on “The Movement of Chasidim” 
(see 5520\1760), and organized by their oppo¬ 
nents (called Mitnagdim) — the Chasidim were 
represented by two disciples of the Maggid of 
Mezeritsch, R.Shneur Zalman (see 5530\1770), 
the Ba’al HaTanya VeShulchan Aruch, and 
R.Avraham of Kalisk, ome say, was a 

former disciple of the 1 ES on). 

Although the Chasidin strated that they 

were great scholars — anu uiau they were not di¬ 
verging from Halacha (as had the Shabbateans, to 
whom they had been compared, see 5520\ 1760) 
— the questioners concentrated on the issue of 
some excesses of R.Avraham’s disciples (which 
included public levity in the disparaging of intel¬ 
lectual elitism, see 5520\1760). 

The meeting did not deliver a peaceful resolu¬ 
tion. A cherem ( excommunication ) against the 
Chasidim (see 5541 \ 1781) — which included 
the signature of the Vilna Gaon — was pro¬ 
claimed in Nissan by the Beit din in Vilna. Let¬ 
ters (of the cherem) were circulated to many com¬ 
munities, which resulted in harsh persecutions 
of Chasidim. (The Chasidim were the subject of 
many Ch’ramim (excommunications) in many loca¬ 
tions, over an extended time, and they occa¬ 
sionally countered in kind.) 

R.Shneur Zalman and R.Menachem Mendel of 
Vitebsk (Poland-Lithuania) — disciples of the Mag¬ 
gid of Mezeritsch who had many followers in 
the regions of Lithuania (then Poland) — later (un¬ 
successfully) attempted to meet the Vilna Gaon, 
to explain the direction of the new movement 
(he left town until they departed). 

In 1772, Austria, Prussia (Germany), and Russia 
all divided (partitioned) large sections of Polish 
territory and incorporated these sections into 
their own empires. The Austrian (Hapsburg, 
Holy Roman) Empire thus contained the larg¬ 
est Jewish population in Europe (see 


5534\1774). The Russians freed Jacob Frank 
(see 5519\1759) from his prison, which was in 
the territory they had annexed. 

— 5533 ^ 1772 —— 

The Maggid of Mezeritsch died. 

The Mezeritscher Maggid — R.Dov Ber, (the 
Rebbe R.Ber), the disciple and successor of the 
Ba’al ShemTov (see 5520\1760), who, some say, 
was previously a disciple of the Pnei Yehoshua 
— died on the 19th Kislev 5533 \ 1772. 

His major disciples included (see 5537\1777) 

♦ his son R.Avraham, 

♦ R. Aharon of Karlin (then Poland-Lithuania) — who 
had died half a year earlier (at age 35), 

♦ R.Elimelech (see 5546\1786) of Lizensk 
(Lezajsk, Poland) and his brother, 

♦ R.Zushya of Annopol (Poland), 

♦ R.Yisrael (the Maggid) of Kozhnitz (Kosienice, 
Poland) (see 5575 \1814), 

♦ R.Levi Yitzchak (see 5570 \1809) of 
Berditchev (Poland), 

♦ R.Menachem Mendel of Horodok (see 
5537\ 1777) and Vitebsk (then Poland-Lithuania), 

♦ R.Pinchas Horowitz of Frankfort (see 
5542\1782) and his (older) brother, 

♦ R.Shmuel Shmelke of Nikolsburg (Mikulov, 
Moravia), 

♦ R.Shlomo of Karlin (see 5552\1792), 

♦ R.Nachum (see 5558 \1797) of Chernobyl 

(then Poland), and 

♦ R. Shneur Zalman (see 5559\ 1798) of Liozhna 
and Lyady (then Poland-Lithuania). 

Most were leaders in their own towns and re¬ 
gions, where they developed their own followings. 

—-— 5533 1773 — 

R.Meir (ben Yosef) Te’omim died in Lvov (Lemberg, 
then Austrian Poland), and his son — R. Yosef, author 
of the Pri Megadim (on Shulchan Aruch) — came 
from Berlin to succeed him, until he left for 
Frankfort an der Oder some eight years later. 

Some followers of Jacob Frank (see 5532\1772) 
converted (to Christianity) in Prossnitz (Prostejov, Czech). 


5534 »1774 


All Jews were expelled from Hodonin (Moravia) by 
Maria Theresa — the Austro-Hungarian Empress 
(see 5505\ 1745), who was generally considered to 
be generous, kind and respectful of the rights of 
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others (she had initiated laws (in 1771) to bring 
relief to the serfs) — six years before she died, af¬ 
ter ruling for forty years. Her son — Joseph II, who 
succeeded her — was said to be more liberal (see 
5542\ 1782), probably because his commitment to 
the Catholic Church was considerably less. 


- - 5540 1780 —=**— 

R.Elchanan (ben Shmuel) Ashkenazi — author 
of Sidrei Tahara (on Yoreh De'a section ofSnuLCHANARUCH), 
and rabbi in Shottland, part of Danzig (Gdansk, 
Poland) — died there in Elul. 


5536 w 1776 


55411781 


R.YaakovEmden (see 5510\1750) (Yavetz- Yaa- 
kov ben Tzvi) — author of She’ilat Yavetz (Sh'elot 
UTeshuvot), Siddur Yavetz (with commentary), among 
other works — died on Rosh Chodesh Iyar. 

Many Jewish people — who favored, and were loyal 
to the American Revolution — tied from New York 
during the British occupation of that city. 


5537 1777 


R.Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk (Poland-Lithuania) 
led a group of more than 300 Chasidim (includ- 

5532\ 1772) to 

pen) died. He was 


ing R.Avraham of Kal 
settle in Eretz Yisrael. 

R. Shalom Shar’abi of £ 
a rabbi and Rosh Yeshiva in Yerushalayim who 
was renowned for his knowledge and experi¬ 
ence in Kabbala. 


--- 5538 ^ 1778 --- 

All Jews were expelled from Kitzingen (Germany). 


rf 


% 


Living in the Year 1780 

Sha'agat Aryeh (R.Arydi Lcib Gunzbeig) 

f695?, 

1785. 

Pnci Moshe (R.Moshe Maigolis) 

1710?, 

1/1781. 

Nixla BiYchuila (R.Ycchczk'd Landau) 

1713, 

1793. 

R.Elimeledi of Lizensk 

1717?, 

41786. 

R.Zushya of Annopol 

1718?, 

1800. 

Vilna Gaon 

1720, 

d. 1797. 

Chida (Azulai) 

1724, 

1806. 

Pri Megadim (R.Yosef Te'omim) 

0.1727?, 

J. 1792. 

R.Lcvi Yitzchak of Berditchev 

1740, 

1810. 

R.Shneur Zalman (Rav of Lyady) 

h 1745, 

J. 1813. 

Kctzot HaChoshen (ILAryeb Leib Heller) 

1745?, 

1813. 

Chozeh of Lublin 

5.1745?, 

J1815. 

Chayei Adam (R.Avraliam Danzigeij 

1748, 

1820. 

R.Chaim Volozhiner 

1749, 

J. 1821. 

Yismach Moshe (R.Moshe Teitelbaum) 

1759, 

1841. 

Chavat Da'at (R.Yakv.of Lissa/Nctivot) 

1759?, 

(/. 1832. 

R.Ephrayim Zalman Margolis 

1760, 

1828. 

R.Akiva Eger 

1761, 

J. 1837. 

Chassam Sofer 

1762, 

1839. 

R.Naehman of Bratslav 

1)1772, 

c/1811. 






R.Moshe (ben Shimon) Margolis — author of 
Pnei Moshe ( commentary on Talmud Yerushalmi, now printed 
in standard editions) (see Illustrations, TextF, #3) — died in 
Brody (then Austria), while traveling in search of the 
means to continue printing his work. 

The Kalliver Rebbe — Adm.R.Yitzchak Aisik 
(Taub), a disciple of R.Shmelke of Nikolsburg 
and R.Elimelech of Lizensk — became rabbi 
in Kalliv (Kallo, Hungary), where he lived for 
forty years. 

A new cherem (excommunication) —which again in¬ 
cluded the signature of the Vilna Gaon — was 
proclaimed in Vilna against the Chasidim (see 
5532\1772). As a result, the book Toldot Yaa- 
kov Yosef (see 5520 \ 1760) was publicly burned. 
(It was the first book published by Chasidim, 
and a contemporary — Sephardi, hence probably 
objective — observer, the Chida, praised it). 
The cherem resulted in further persecutions of 
Chasidim, and some of the leaders had to leave 
their towns. ♦ R.Yechi’el Michel of Zlotchov 
left Brody (then part of Austria), ♦ R.Shlomo left 
Karlin (then Russia), and ♦ R.Levi Yitzchak of 
Berditchev left his position as rabbi in Pinsk 
(Russia). 


--- 5542 w 1782 --- 

R.Natan Adler and 'Chassam Safer' visited the 
Noda BiYehada. 

R.Natan (HaKohen) Adler left Frankfort, where 
he was a Rosh Yeshiva — to become rabbi in 
Boskowitz (Moravia) — after a controversy with 
the ‘official’ congregation, including R.Pinchas 
Horowitz (see 5543\1783), the rabbi there. The 
controversy surrounded the issue of his sepa¬ 
rate (private) congregation, in which he followed 
the Nussach (liturgy) of the Ari’zal — which 
R.Pinchas followed clandestinely — and other 
(practical) Kabbala oriented ritual. When he 
passed through Prague — with the ‘Chassam 
Sofer’ (see 5566\1806), who was one of his 
group of disciples (which also included 
R.Yitzchak (Ai)Sekel Wormser, later known as 
the Ba’al Shem of Michelstadt) — he was well 
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received by the Noda BiYehuda. 

R.Natan returned to Frankfort a few years later, 
but the cherem (excommunication) against him was 
not removed until Elul 5560\1800, just weeks 
before he died. 

Some restrictions on Jews were abolished in 
(expanded) Austria (see 5532\1772, 5534\ 
1774). However, they were directed to open Ger¬ 
man-language schools for their children — or to 
send them to general schools — and they were 
forbidden to use Hebrew or Yiddish in business 
and in communal records (see 5547\1787). 
These measures — that increased the assimi¬ 
lation (see 5547\1787) of Austrian Jews, as 
some say they were designed to do, (see 5580\ 
1820) — were opposed by the Noda BiYehuda, 
rabbi of Prague (see 5514\1754) (which was then 
part of the Austrio-Hungarian Empire). 


5543 ^ 1783 


Moshe Mendelssohn — 
ously a disciple of the 
Frankel) — became a ral 



uf Dessau (previ- 
HaEida, R. David 
ihilosophcr of the 


Enughtenment. He believed in Jewish integration into 
the surrounding society — opposing, for example, 
the use of Yiddish (see 5542)1782); insisting on the 
use of the German language; and supporting an in¬ 
creased emphasis on secular studies as a neces¬ 
sary preparation for Jews being recognized as equal 
(social emancipation, see 5547\ 1787). 

This ideology became the foundation of the 
Haskala movement (the Jewish-Enlightenment). 
Mendelssohn — who had previously been criti¬ 
cized by R.Yaakov Emden for some advice he had 
given a Jewish community — published a German 
translation and commentary (Bi’ur) on the Bible 
in 1783. It was severely criticized by the Noda 
BiYehuda and R.Pinchas Horowitz — the rabbi of 
Frankfort — author of Sefer Hafla’a (Halacha-Pilpul), 
and a disciple (some say secret) of the Maggid of 
Mezeritsch (see 5533\ 1772). (The Bi’ur was later 
tacitly approved by the scholars of Vilna.) 
Although it appears that Mendelssohn’s personal 
lifestyle conformed to Halacha — and he certainly 
frowned on converting to Christianity to gain the 
social acceptance he promoted—four of his six chil¬ 
dren did convert. At least one of the re¬ 
maining Jewish grandchildren 
(Abraham) converted his whole 
family (in 1816), including his 
seven year old son Felix — later 
regarded by many as one of the most 
prolific and gifted composers (although dy¬ 
ing at age 38) — who chose to retain the name 


Mendelssohn and not use the German-sounding 
name the family had adopted (see 5547\ 1787). 

The Haskala rapidly spread its ideology, particu¬ 
larly by opening schools for Jewish children — 
such a school already being in existence in 
Berlin since 1778. 


—-— 5545 1785 —-— 

The ‘Sha’agas Aiyeh’, R.Aiyeh Leib (ben Asher) 
Gunzberg — author of Sha’agat Aiyeh (Sh'elot UTeshu- 
vot) and other works — died in Metz (N.E France) , where 
he was rabbi for approximately twenty years. 

— 5546 1786 -—- 

R.Elimelech of Lisensk died. 

R.Elimelech of Lizensk (Lezajsk, Poland) — author 
of No’am Elimelech, who had previously been 
one of the ‘itinerant Tzadikim’ (see 5494\ 1734) 
— was the most influential disciple of the Mag¬ 
gid of Mezeritsch in Galicia (region ofS.E.Poland, an¬ 
nexed by Austria). His many disciples continued to 
gain followers (Chasidim) in the region after he 
died on the 21st Adar. 


—-— 5547 1787 —-— 

The Constitution of the (newly independent) 
United States of America granted Jews full 
equality together with other citizens (social eman¬ 
cipation). This concept spread, with time, to other 
countries (see 5542W782, 5549)1789, 5550)1790, 
5570)1810, 5629)1869), affording the opportunity 
for all to (integrate, and then) assimilate, into 
the society around them (see 5570\1810). In¬ 
asmuch as society was also changing (see 
5500\ 1740) — and many people (non-Jews) were 
relaxing the intensity of (and even leaving) their 
religious beliefs and practices (becoming 
non-religious) — a new alternative emerged for 
Jews to assimilate with non-Jews, without hav¬ 
ing to accept (and convert to) their religion. 

All Jews of Austria were forced (see5542) 1782) to choose 
German-sounding names, from a prepared list. 

-— 5548 I788 —~— 

R.Aiyeh Leib HaKohen Heller — respected author 
of Ketzot HaChoshen and Avnei Millu’im (commen¬ 
taries on the Choshen Mishpat and Even HaEzer sections ofSHULa-m 
Aruch) (see Illustrations, TextM, #9), as well as other works 
— became rabbi in Stry (Stryj, then Poland). 
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—-— 5549 1789 —-— 

Jews had slowly returned to France (see 5I55U 394), 
particularly to Alsace (region between France and Germany). 
The Declaration of the Rights of Man — in 1789, at 
the beginning of the ten year French Revolution — 
implied that Jews were to be equal to ail citizens 
(see 5547\ 1787). Equality (social emancipation) was fully 
granted two years later (see 5553\ 1793). 

--- 5550 » 1790 --- 

A Jew was killed in Grodno (Hurodno, Lithuania) in 

a BLOOD LIBEL. 

The Jews of Warsaw were attacked by anti-Jew¬ 
ish rioters in Sivan. 

The Jews of Florence (Italy) were attacked by 
mobs who were angry that the Jews had been 
granted some civil rights (see 5547\1787). 


5551 

The Pale 6 
was establis 


1701 


tent 

ussia. 


Russia (under Catherine the Great) restricted the residence 
of the Jews — in its newly annexed territories (see 
5532\ 1772) — to an area later known as the Pale 
of Settlement (see 5613\ 1853, 567711917). This area 
(see map page 319) covered regions of former Poland 

— where dense Jewish population already existed 

— as well as the steppes of southern Russia, which 
they sought to populate (see 5564M 804). She later re¬ 
lieved the Karaites of the Jews Tax although decrees 
still refered to them as “Jews” (see 5587\1827). 


--- 5552 w 1792 --- 

R.Shlomo of Karlin — successor of R. Aharon (see 
5533 \1772) — was killed during prayers on the 
22nd Tammuz, in the Polish rebellion (see 55541 1794). 
He was succeeded by his disciple, R.Asher (son of 
R.Aharon), who settled in Stolin (Russia, near Karlin). 

—-— 5553 ^ 1792 —-— 

50 Jews of Ofran (Ifran, Morocco ) chose to be burned 
alive on the 17th Tishrei rather than convert to 
Islam. The rest of the Jews left the city. 


5553 ^ 1793 


Jews suffered in Reign of Terror of 
French Revolution. 

During the ‘Reign of Terror’ — a one-year pe- 
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riod of the ten year French Revolution, in which 
many thousands of people were guillotined — a 
number of Jews were among the 200,000 people 
imprisoned. Although equality had been granted 
to Jews in France (see 5549\ 1789), many syna¬ 
gogues were closed; all Jewish books in 
Strasbourg were confiscated to be burned; and 
the yeshiva in Metz (N.E. France) was closed (see 
5501\1741, 5545\1785). 

—-— 5554 1794 —-— 

When the Poles — under the leadership of 
Kosciuszko, a Polish commander who had fought 
against the British in the American Revolution 
— rebelled against the occupying Russian and 
(German) Prussian forces (see 5532 \ 1772), many 
Jews were killed (see 5552\1792, 5555\1795). 

Yosef Shmuel Zbitkower, a wealthy government 
contractor, paid large sums of money (through 
his excellent political connections) to rescue Jews 
from the fighting. 

—-— 5555 1795 —-— 

Jews were killed by rioters in Vilna following the 
Polish rebellion (see 5554\ 1794), and many Jews 
were killed in Warsaw in a similar incident. 

--- 5558 » 1797 --- 


The Vilna Gaon died. 

The Vilna Gaon, the “Gra” (for Gaon R.Eliyahu) 
— who had become a living legend of scholar¬ 
ship in Talmud (and Kabbala) — died on the 19th 
Tishrei 5558\1797 (Choi HaMo’ed Sukkot). Many of 
his teachings and annotations were published 
by his disciples after his death from the notes they 
had recorded (see Illustrations, TextE, #7,J K L, #6). 
R.Nachum of Chernobyl (Ukraine, then Russia) died on 
the 11th Cheshvan 5558\ 1797, and he was suc¬ 
ceeded as Admur (Rebbe, Tzadik’) by his twenty- 
eight-year-old son, R.Mordechai (R.Mottel) (see 
5577\1837). 


--- 5558 w* 1798 --- 

When Napoleon invaded Italy, conditions for the 
Jews (see 5315\1555) generally improved in the 
occupied areas, although the Jews of Ancona (Italy) 
were attacked by rioters, as were the Jews of Rome 
(before the French occupation), and (later) the 
Jews of Siena (Italy). After Napoleon’s army with¬ 
drew (in success), the Jews of Pesaro (Italy) were 
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attacked, many were killed, and the two syna¬ 
gogues were plundered. The Jews of Senigallia 
(Italy) were (later) also attacked. 


5559 **1798 


The Ba 'a l Ha Tanya was released from his first 
imprisonment. 

After the death of the Vilna Gaon — who had 
reaffirmed his opposition to Chasidim one year 
before his death see 5558 \1797 — the 
Mitnagdim (opponents of Chasidim) in Lithuania de¬ 
nounced (to the Russian government) the Rav 
(of Lyady, the Ba’al HaTanya VeShulchan 
Aruch), whose Tanya (major, intellectually presented, 
treatise on the teachings of the 8 a'al Shem Tov) had re¬ 
cently been published. He was arrested, together 
with twenty-two other Chasidim — who were 
directly released — including Adm.R.Asher of 
Stolin (see 5552\1792) and Adm.R.Mordechai 
of Lechevitch, both frc 
cleared of the charge 
sending money to the 
nated Eretz Yisrael), 


1 a 


CU.1U. w 


The Rav was 
ing treason, for 
l (Ottoman) domi- 
as released from 


prison (after fifty-three days) on the 1 9th Kislev 
5559 \1798 (see 5533 \1772). He subsequently 
continued to expound his particular intellectu¬ 
ally oriented (Chabad) style of Chasidut. 


5559 1799 



Napoleon led an army expedition 
through Erets Yisrael. 


Napoleon had led a successful 
army expedition to Egypt, and 
from there he moved north¬ 
eastward, through Eretz 
Yisrael (see 5571\ 1810) 
until he reached Acco 
(Acre) in the north, where 
he was halted, and he 
subsequently retreated to Egypt in the south. It 
was reported (in Europe) that Napoleon had issued 
a proclamation in Eretz Yisrael, promising that 
the Jews would be returned to their countiy. 


-—- 5561 w 1800 -**- 

The Rav (of Lyady) (see 5559 \1798) was re¬ 
quested to report to the Russian capital — ex¬ 
actly two years after his first arrest — on re¬ 
newed charges, attributable to further denun¬ 
ciations by Mitnagdim. 


Living in the Year 1800 



R.Zushya of Annopol 

1718?, 

1800. 


Chida (Azulai) 

b f 724, 

1806. 


R.Levi Yitzchak of Beiditchev 

1740, 

1810. 


R.Shncur Zalman (Rav of Lyady) 

b 1745, 

1813. 


Kctzot HaChoshen (R.Aiycli Ldb Heller) 

1745?, 

1813. 


Cliozeli of Lublin 

b 1745?, 

t/. 1815. 


Chayei Adam (R.Avrabam Danziger) 

1748, 

1820. 


R.Chaim Volozhincr 

b 1749, 

1821. 


YismachMoshe (R.Moshe Teitelbaum) 

1759, 

1841. 


Chavat Da'at (R.Yakv.ol Lissa/Netivot) 

b 1759?, 

1832. 


R.Ephrayim Zalman Margolis 

1760, 

1828. 


R.Akiva Eger 

h 1761, 

J. 1837. 


Chassam Sofcr 

1762, 

1839. 


R.Nachman of Bratslav 

b 1772, 

t/. 1811. 


Tiferct Yisrael (R. Yisrael Lipshutz) 

1782, 

1860. 


Bnei Yissachar (R.Tzvi Elmlch.of Dynov) 

b 1783?, 

J. 1841. 


R.Mcndcl of Kotzk 

1787, 

1859. 


Tzemach Tzcdek (of Lubavitch) 

h 1789, 

t/. 1866. 


Divrci Chaim (of Tzanz) 

1793, 

1876. 


R.Yisrael of Ruzhin 

b 1797, 

1 /. 1850. 


Chidushei HaRim (of Gur) 

1799, 

1866. 


Minchat Chinuch (R.Yosef Babad) 

V- 

b 1800?, 

t/. 1874. 



He was released from this second imprisonment, 
but was required to remain in the capital (outside 
of the Pale of Settlement) until a further investi¬ 
gation was concluded. Subsequently — in what 
was the second document signed by the young 
Czar Alexander I (after the assassination of his 
father, Czar Paul I, on 28th Adar 5561\ 1801) — 
he was granted total freedom, after which he de¬ 
cided to settle in Lyady (then Russia). 


-**- 5561 1801 -=**- 

128 Jews were killed in anti-Jewish riots in 
Bucharest, after a blood libel. 


--- 5564 1804 -=**- 

The Jews of Russia were prohibited from living 
in the villages — by an edict which, among other 
things, also prohibited them from selling alcohol 
to the peasants — this order 
amounting to a major expul¬ 
sion, because of the vast num¬ 
bers living in the numerous 
shtetlach (villages). However, this 
was not fully enforced, partly be¬ 
cause of problems with resettlement (some of 
which was to be in the steppes, see 5551 \ 1791). 





























« Section » 


< Page with arrow keys > 


View I TOC Index 


Expulsions from the shtetlach (villages) were re¬ 
sumed later (see 5582\1822, 5642\1882). 

--- 5565 1804 -**- 

The Maggid of Dubno — R.Yaakov Krantz, who 
was famous for his meshalim (parables and metaphors) 
— died on the 17th Tevet 5565 \1804. 

--- 5565 ^ 1805 --- 

Naftali Busnach — an extremely wealthy (gen¬ 
erous and pious) Jewish statesman (who unof¬ 
ficially controlled the Algerian government) — 
was assassinated in Algiers by dissatisfied Turk¬ 
ish soldiers (of the Ottoman Empire.) The Jew¬ 
ish community was attacked, and 200 to 500 
Jews were killed in the massacre. Naftali was 
succeeded as head of the Jewish community 
by his relative and business partner, David 


Bakri (see 5571 \ 1811 



The Chida (R.Chaim Yosef David Asulai) died. 

The Chida — R.Chaim Yosef David Azulai, au¬ 
thor of Machazik Bracha, Birkei Yosef (Halacha) 
and Shem HaGedolim (biographic-bibliography) — died 
on the 11th Adar in Livorno (Leghorn, Italy), where 
he had lived for the last eight years of his life 
(after he had left Eretz Yisrael, where he was bom). 

Die 'Chassam Safer' became rabbi in Pressburg. 

The ‘Chassam Sofer’— R.Moshe Sofer, a disciple 
of R.Natan Adler and R.Pinchas Horowitz (see 
5542\ 1782) (and later, with his second marriage, 
a son-in-law of R.Akiva Eger) — became the rabbi 
of Pressburg (later Bratislava, Slovakia), which was then 
the most important community in Hungary. He 
established a famous yeshiva there, became the 
leading rabbi in the effort to stop the movement 
of reforms (see 5570\1810), and he wrote many 
Sh’elot UTeshuvot. 


-— 5567 1807 —**— 

Napoleon convened an assembly of Jews — many 
of whom were rabbis — wanting them to approve 
certain ‘religious’ regulations, which a previous as¬ 
sembly of laymen had approved. This assembly — 
which was called the Trench Sanhedrin’ — met in 
the month of Adar, and approved a number of the 
‘regulations’, which were designed to blur the reli- 
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gious distinction between Jews and non-Jews in a 
freer (socially emancipated) society. 

Many Jews were killed during the British bom¬ 
bardment of Copenhagen in the month of Av. 

The Machatzit HaShekel (commentary on Orach Chayim 
section of Shulchan Aruch, now printed in standard editions) (see 
Illustrations, Text], #7) was published, and (some say) 
the author — R.Shmuel (ben Natan) HaLevi Kelin 
(of Kolin, (Bohemia)) — died in the same year. 


-—- 5568 w 1808 -«- 

The Yismach Moshe — Adm.R.Moshe Teitelbaum 
of Uhel, a disciple of the Chozeh of Lublin, and au¬ 
thor of Yismach Moshe (commentary on Bible) and Heshiv 
Moshe (Sh'elot UTeshuvot) — became rabbi (and Rebbe, 
Admur) in Uhel (Ujhely—Satoraljaujhely — N.E Hungary). 

- - 5569 1809 -=**- 

The Chavat Da’at — R.Yaakov (Lorberbaum of) 
Lissa, a disciple of his relative the Pri Megadim 
(who raised him, because his father died before 
he was born) — became rabbi in Lissa (Leszno, 
then Prussian Poland) (see 5582\1822). His work 
Chavat Da’at (on the Yoreh De'a section of Shulchan Aruch) 
had previously been published anonymously 
(gaining him a great reputation). He later wrote 
Netivot HaMishpat (commentary on the Choshen Mishpat 
section of Shulchan Aruch) (see Illustrations, Text M, # 10 ), 
among other works. 

R.Menachem Mendel of Shklov — a disciple of 
the Vilna Gaon, who had been instrumental 
in publishing his works (see 5558\ 1797) — ar¬ 
rived in Tzfat (Safed) to settle together with a 
group of (some say 70) people. R.Yisrael of 
Shklov, another disciple of the Vilna Gaon, also 
emigrated to Eretz Yisrael, where he wrote 
Pe’at HaShulchan (Halacha of Eretz Yisrael). 

— 5570 1809 -**- 

R.Levi Yitschak ofRerditchev died. 

R.Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev (see 5533 \1772, 
5541 \ 1781) — author of Kedushat Levi and a 
disciple of the Maggid of Mezeritsch with a strong 
personal following — died on the 25th Tishrei 
5570\ 1 809. (Some say he had studied with the 
Pri Megadim earlier in his life.) He was famous 
for his ability to only see the good in his fellow 
Jews, (and to intercede on their behalf). 
R.Avraham of Kalisk (see 5537 \ 1777) — another 
disciple of the Maggid — died on the 4th Shvat. 
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5570 w 1810 


R.Avraham Danziger — a disciple of the Noda 
BiYehuda, who was an (honorary) dayan in Vilna 
— published his work Chayei Adam (a dear and simple 
(layman’s) presentation of the laws in the Orach Chayim section of 
the Shulchan Aruch) . He later wrote other similar works. 
After Napoleon gained control of much of (west¬ 
ern) Germany, and equal rights (see 5549\1789) 
were granted to the Jews (social emancipation), the 
movement of Reform in Judaism was founded. Ini¬ 
tially, laymen instituted changes in the prayer 
services — to reflect the general society, in which 
Jews could now freely mix. Later, suitably secu¬ 
lar-oriented scholars were attracted to function 
as leaders of these transformed congregations (see 
5578 \ 1817). Many congregations split when re¬ 
forms were introduced (see 5614\1854). 

The first introduction of an organ into synagogue 
services — probably the most controversial of the 
Reform changes — was made by Israel Jacobson 


in 1810. He had previou 
supported) a school, in £ 
phasized modem and 


'01) founded (and 
'.Germany), that em- 
al subjects, and 


then he conducted an inaugural service in part 
of the school — which by then also had some non- 
Jewish children. He arrived — to conduct the ser¬ 
vice of hymns sung in German, and accompanied 
by the organ — dressed in the robes of a Protes¬ 
tant (Christian) clergyman. (Most of Jacobson’s own 
ten children were eventually baptized.) 


-—- 5571 l8lO -** - 

R.Nachman ofBratslav died. 

R.Nachman of Bratslav (then Russia) — a great- 
grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov, grandson of 
R.Nachman of Horodenka, and author of 
Likutei MoHoran — died on the 18th Tishrei 
(during Sukkot) 5571 \1810. He had visited 
Eretz Yisrael in 1798 (and spent Rosh HaShana 
in the newly rebuilt village of Haifa), but left 
when Napoleon invaded the country (see 
5559 \ 1799), and later he became involved in 
controversies with his peers over some of his 
teachings. His followers (chasidim) are unique 
in that they have never appointed a successor. 


-—- 5571 » l8ll -=**- 

David Bakri (see 5565\ 1805) was beheaded by the 
government of Algeria (see 5575\1815). He was 
replaced — as head of the Jewish community — 
by David Duran (of a rival family, see 5575\1815), 


who was also killed in the same year. Joseph Bakri 
(father of David) became head of the community. 

-—- 5572 l8ll -**- 

R.Aryeh Leib — ‘Der Shpoler Zeideh’, who was 
considered a disciple of the Ba’al Shem Tov — 
had a strong following among the common 
people (see 5520\ 1760) because of his extreme 
warmth and emotional piety. He died on the 6th 
Tishrei 5572\ 1811 (at the age of 85). 

R.Baruch of Medzibuzh (Miedzyborz, then Russia) — a 
grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov who had thousands 
of followers, and considered himself the rightful heir 
of (all) Chasidic leadership—died on the 18th Kislev. 


-—- 5572 1812 -—- 

The Jews were attacked, and several synagogues 
were burned, by Greek revolutionaries (see 
5581\ 1821), in Galati (Rumania). 


—-— 5573 1812 —— 

Napoleon’s conquest of Eastern Europe was 
seen by many Jews as fulfillment of the proph¬ 
ecies of wars before the arrival of Mashiach f/Vles- 
siah), particularly in light of statements he re¬ 
portedly had made in Eretz Yisrael (see 
5559 \ 1799). R.Mendel of Rymanov felt that the 
conquests would be beneficial for the Jews, but 
others — including the Maggid of Kozhnitz, and 
Adm.R.Naftali of Ropshytz, a disciple of 
R. Mendel — felt that this would have negative 
effects on the Jews of Poland and Russia. 

The Rav of Lyady (see 5561\J800), R.Shneur 
Zalman, had strong convictions that a victory 
for Napoleon would be detrimental for the Jews, 
and he even rendered assistance to the Rus¬ 
sian war effort. When Napoleon’s army ad¬ 
vanced towards Lyady (Russia), he (hastily) left the 
town, and spent five months journeying (even 
after Napoleon’s defeat). He died — on the 24th 
Tevet 5573 \1812, while in a small village — and 
was succeeded by his son, Adm.R.Dov Ber, who 
settled in Lubavitch (Russia). 

—-— 5574 1814 —-— 

R.Akiva Eger became rabbi in Posen. 

R.Akiva Eger — author of Sh’elot UTeshuvot, Chi- 
dushim, and many other works — became rabbi 
in Posen (Poznan, then Prussian Poland), despite strong 
opposition from the maskilim (see 5581 \ 1821). 
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5575 1814 


The Kozhnitzer Maggid, and the Yehudi of 
Pershisskha, died. 

R.Yisrael — the Maggid of Kozhnitz (Kosienice, Aus¬ 
trian Galicia), a disciple of the Maggid of Mezeritsch, 
R.Shmelke of Nikolsburg and R.Elimelech of 
Lizensk — was among those who brought the 
teaching of the Ba’al Shem Tov to Poland. He 
was author of a number of works on Talmud, 
Halacha, and Kabbala. He died on the 14th 
Tishrei (Erev Sukkot) 5575 \ 1814 (when he was, 
some say, over 80 years old). 

Adm.R.Yaakov Yitzchak of Pershisskha (Prsyzucha, 
Austrian Galicia) — a leading disciple of the Chozeh 
of Lublin — was called HaYehudi HaKadosh (the 
Holy Jew), because (some say that) the other dis¬ 
ciples of the Chozeh did not want to call him by 
name — inasmuch as his first names were iden¬ 
tical with those of the Chozeh — so they gave 
him an appropriate pseudonvm. 

Although he died ten n 


— on the 19 th Tishrei (c 
kot) before he was 49 



efore the Chozeh 
10 I HaMo’ed Suk- 
.d already estab¬ 


lished his own following, to a variation of the (cur¬ 
rent Polish-Galician) style of Chasidim. He placed 
a different emphasis on the role of the Rebbe (Ad- 
mur, Tzadik’) — as being more of a spiritual guide 
and inspiration for honest introspective devotion 
in prayer and the study of Torah, rather than be¬ 
ing a ‘miracle worker’ — and he demanded higher 
standards — in Torah study, and in prayer — from 
his followers (chasidim). This difference of style 
caused friction between him and other disciples 
of the Chozeh, and eventually with the Chozeh 
himself. He was succeeded (primarily) by his lead¬ 
ing disciple Adm.R.Simcha Bunim of Pershisskha. 


—-— 5575 ^ 1815 —-— 

The Chozeh of Lublin, and R.Mendel of 
Rymanov, died. 

Adm.R.(Menachem) Mendel of Rymanov (Austrian 
Galicia) — a disciple of R.Elimelech of Lizensk — 
died on the 19th Iyar. 

The Chozeh of Lublin — R.Yaakov Yitzchak 
Horowitz, a follower (chasid) of the Maggid of 
Mezeritsch, and a disciple of R.Elimelech of 
Lizensk — died on Tisha B’Av. He was the lead¬ 
ing Rebbe (Admur, Tzadik’) in Poland and Gali¬ 
cia (region of S.EPoland, annexed by Austria), and many 
of his disciples were the leading Admurim in these 
regions. He was called the Chozeh (seer) by his 
followers (after his death, according to some) 
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because of his reputation for predicting person¬ 
alities and events. 

R.Yitzchak Albuker, the rabbi of Algiers, was 
killed with seven other Jewish leaders, when 
internal Jewish (family) rivalries (see 5571\1811) 
spilled out into the wider community. 

--- 5578 » 1817 --- 

The first congregation initially founded on a 
Reform basis in Germany (see 5570\1810) was 
opened in Hamburg, in the month of Tishrei 
5578 \ 1817 (despite the vehement opposition of 
R.Mordechai Benet); and a prayer book — with 
significant ideological changes — was printed 
there a year later. 


—-— 5579 1819 —-— 

Anti-Jewish (Hep!Hep!) riots spread throughout 
Germany. 

An anti-Jewish riot broke out in Wurtzburg (Ger¬ 
many) with the attacking mobs using the cry of 
“Hep! Hep!”, and similar riots quickly spread to 
many towns. (The maskilim and the reformers re¬ 
frained from reporting — in their periodicals — 
details on these destructive incidents, lest they 


Living in the Year 1820 

Chayci Adam (R.Avraliam Danziger) 

1748, 

1820. 

R.Chaim Volozhincr 

1749, 

c/1821. 

Yismadi Moshe (R.Moshe Teitelbaum) 

1759, 

1841. 

Chavat Da'at (R.Yakv.of Lissa/Netivot) 

■1759?, 

R1832. 

R.Eplirayim Zalman Margolis 

1760, 

1828. 

R.Akiva Eger 

1761, 

[(1837. 

Chassam Soicr 

1762, 

1839. 

Tiferet Yisracl (R.Yisrael Lipshutz) 

1782, 

[(.I860. 

Bnci Yissadiar (R.Tzvi Elmkh.of Dynov) 

1783?, 

1841. 

R.MenddofKotzk 

1)1787, 

[(1859. 

Tzemadi Tzcdck (of Lubavitdi) 

1789, 

1866. 

Divrci Chaim (of Tzanz) 

1793, 

[(.1876. 

R.Yisrael of Ruzhin 

1797, 

1850. 

Chidushei HaRim (of Gur) 

h 1799, 

[(1866. 

Mindiat Chinudi (R.Yosef Babad) 

1800?, 

1874. 

Kitzur ShulchanAmdi (R.Shl.Ganzfried) 

h 1804, 

[(.1886. 

R.Shimshon Raphael Hirsch 

1808, 

1888. 

Malbim (R.Mcir Lcibfushj) 

1808?, 

[(.1879. 

R.Yisrael Salantcr 

1810, 

1883. 

Divrci Ycehezk'cl (of Shinev) 

1811?, 

[(.1899. 

Pitchei Tcshuva (RAvraliam Tzvi Hirsch) 

181% 

1868. 
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have a negative influence on the attitude of Jews 
to their non-Jewish neighbors.) 

--- 5580 1820 -**- 

R. Shlomo Kluger—a disciple of the Maggid of Dubno 
— became rabbi in Brody (then part of Austria), where 
he stayed for 50 years until his death. 

A law was issued in Austria (in 1820) that re¬ 
quired all rabbis to study philosophy, preach in 
the local language, and also required Jewish 
children to attend Christian schools (see 
5542\1782). These laws were instituted after 
the lobbying by one of the maskilim (see 
5605 \1844) — who had also proposed that 
beards and traditional Jewish dress be outlawed, 
and many traditional Jewish writings (including 
the Talmud) be banned and censored. 


55811821 


R. Chaim Volozhiner — a 
and (some say) of the SI 
of Nefesh HaChayim (TV 



af the Vilna Gaon, 
ryeh, and author 
lied in Sivan. He 


was the founder of the famous yeshiva of Volozhin 
(Lithuania) which set a precedent and created a 
model now almost universally followed — in that 
the yeshiva provided its own facilities as well as all 
the needs (food and board) of its students — and 
whose graduates were viewed as the elite. 

R. Shlomo Zalman Lifshitz — author of Chemdat 
Shlomo (Sh'elot UTeshuvot) — became rabbi of War¬ 
saw. R.Akiva Eger had once visited him there at 
the same time as the Chavat Da’at was visiting, 
with the Chidushei HaRim also present. R. Shlomo 
had previously declined to return (as rabbi) to his 
hometown of Posen (Poznan, Prussian Poland), because 
he wanted to protect his children from the influ¬ 
ence of the Haskala which was prevalent there 
(see 5574\1814, and 5496\1736). 

Hundreds of Jews were killed in Jassy (Moldavia, 
Rumania) (see 5587\1827) — by Greek volun¬ 
teers in a revolt against the Turkish (Ottoman) 
Empire (see 5582\1822 and 5572\1812) — and 
(some say) as many as 5,000 Jews were killed 
in Greece itself during the revolt. 

The Jews were attacked in anti-Jewish riots in 
Odessa (Russia). 


5582 1822 


to become rabbi in any community until eight 
years later, when he became rabbi in Stry (Stryj, 
Austrian Poland). 

The expulsion of Jews from Russian shtetlach (villages) 
(see 5564\ 1804, 5585\ 1825), was resumed. 

60 Jews were killed in Bucharest on Purim by 
Turkish soldiers suppressing the Greek revo¬ 
lution (see 5581\ 1821). 

The Jewish section of Schaffa (Safov, Moravia) was 
destroyed by a fire, on the 24th Sivan. 

--- 5583 1823 --- 

Adm.R.Klonymos Kalman of Cracow died on the 1st 
Tammuz. He was a disciple of R.Elimelech of 
Lizensk, and of the Chozeh of Lublin, author of 
Ma’or VaShemesh (commentary (Chasidim) on Chumash (Bible)), 
and had attracted many followers (chasidim) in 
Cracow and the region of S.W.Galicia (then Austria). 

- - 5584 1824 ——— 

A group of Jews seceded from the congregation 
in Charleston (S.Carolina, U.S.A.), when the reforms 
they wanted to introduce (see 5570\ 1810) were 
not accepted. They established the first Reform 
group (later congregation) in the U.S.A. 

--- 5585 1825 --- 

All Jews were expelled from the shtetlach (villages) 
around Mogilev and Vitebsk (Rus¬ 
sia), and removed to the cities 
(see 5582\1822). 

When the order for expul¬ 
sion (from the villages) 
was received, the Apta 

Rav — Adm.R.Avraham Yehoshua Heschel of 
Opatow (Austrian Galicia), a disciple of R.Elimelech of 
Lizensk — had declared a fast day. 

He died on the 5th of Nissan, in Medzibuzh 
(Miedzyborz, then Russia) — where he had lived for his 
last years, during which time he was regarded as 
the ‘elder statesman’ of Polish-Galician Chasidim, 
being the last of R.Elimelech’s leading disciples 
— and he is remembered by the (sole) epitaph 
(some say) he requested: “Oheiv Yisrael”. 
Adm.R.Dov Ber of Lubavitch visited R.Akiva Eger 
when passing through Posen (see 5574\1814). 


The Chavat Da’at left his position as rabbi in Lissa 
(Leszno, then Prussian Poland), because of his rift with a 
large part of the community, due to his strong stand 
against the reformers (see 5570\1810). He declined 


--- 5587 » 1827 --- 

Adm.R.Naftali Tzvi of Ropshytz (Ropczyce, Austrian 
Galicia) — a disciple of R.Elimelech of Lizensk, 
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and (later) of the Chozeh of Lublin, the Maggid 
of Kozhnitz, and of Adm.R.Mendel of Rymanov 
(see 5575\1815) — died on the 11th Iyar. 
Adm.R.Meir of Apta (Opatow, Austrian Galicia) — a 
leading disciple of the Chozeh of Lublin — died 
on the 25th Tammuz. 

Many Jews were killed by a fire in the Jewish 
section of Jassy (Moldavia) (see 5581\ 1821). 
Moshe Montefiore (later Sir Moses) — who was 
the brother-in-law (and stockbroker) of Nathan 
Mayer Rothschild (son of the original Rothschild 
(for his “red shield”) Mayer Anschel (see 5596M 836)) 
— had retired from business at age forty. He then 
visited Eretz Yisrael for the first time, and recom¬ 
mitted himself to Jewish religious (Halacha) ob¬ 
servance (later he would take a shochet (ritual meat 
slaughterer) with him on all his travels). He com¬ 
manded respect in many circles — being a tall 
man, who lived for over 100 years — and was a 
great shtadlan (advocate and negotiator for Jewish causes) 
(see 5600\l 840, 5606\I846, 5618\1858, 5624H864, 

sh scholars, and 
lich he visited 7 
in confining the 


5627M867). He support 1 
the Jews of Eretz Yisr; 
times — and was a ma 
spread of Reform in Engieuiur 
Isaac (Adolphe) Cremieux — an assimilated Jew 
who rose to high positions in the French govern¬ 
ment, and was an active advocate and negotia¬ 
tor for Jewish causes — was instrumental in the 
abolition of the humiliating oath more judaico, 
which Jews in Europe had often been required 
to take (in various forms) for many centuries. 
Adm.R.Simcha Bunim of Pershisskha (Prsyzucha, 
Austrian Galicia) — who (some say) had previously 
studied under R.Mordechai Benet — was a dis¬ 
ciple of the Chozeh of Lublin, and the Yehudi of 
Pershisskha whom he succeeded. He contin¬ 
ued to develop the Pershisskha style (see 
5575 \1814), and his followers included many 
outstanding scholars. He died on the 12th Elul, 
and was succeeded (primarily) by Adm.R.Mendel 
of Kotzk (Austrian Galicia). 


Russia began conscripting 
Jewish children into the army. 

Czar Nicholas I (of Russia) issued a decree (dur¬ 
ing Elul), that Jewish males between the ages of 
12 and 25 were to be drafted into military ser¬ 
vice. (In the same year Karaites (see 5551\ 1791, 
5596\ 1836) from Crimea were exempted from the 
military draft.) Local communal leaders were held 
personally responsible for delivering the inflated 
quotas of conscripts, and because there were vir¬ 
tually no volunteers for this military service, 
chappers (snatchers, kidnappers) grabbed children as 
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young as 8-9 (mostly from the poor). 

Children of under 18 years old — who were 
Trained’ in the cantonments (barracks that had been 
established for children of the military), hence the name 
cantonists — came under strong pressure (includ¬ 
ing torture) to convert to Christianity. When they 
turned 18, they were required to serve 25 years 
in the army. It is estimated that 30-100,000 
Cantonists were ‘drafted’ under this decree — in 
force until 1856 (see 5613\1853) — and there 
were many stories of braveiy, but (some say) that 
at least half eventually succumbed to this forced 
baptism (see 5588 \ 1827). 

--- 5588 1827 -**- 

Adm.R.Dov Ber of Lubavitch (Russia) — author of 
many works (of Chasidut), who was denounced 
to the (Russian) government, and detained for 
questioning — was totally exonerated on the 
10th Kislev 5587 \1826. Exactly one year less 
a day later — on the 9th Kislev (his birthday), 
in 5588 \1827 — he died. He was succeeded 
(eighteen months later) by his son-in-law, the 
Tzemach Tzedek, Adm.R.Menachem Mendel, 
a grandson of the Rav (of Lyady) — who had 
raised him from the age of two (when his 
mother died) — and he was his close disciple. 

Thus, at the age of 38, he was a direct recipi¬ 
ent of the transmission of teachings (an impor¬ 
tant ingredient in studies relating to Karbala (see 5050\ 1290, 
also 5520M760, and 5490M730) from (the inner 
circle of) the Maggid of Mezeritsch (see 
5530\ 1770), which was unique at this stage 
(see Nissan 5585\1825). 

He organized a clandestine group of his followers 
(chasidim) at once, to combat the Cantonist conscrip¬ 
tion law (see 5587\ 1827). They assisted commu¬ 
nities to negotiate lower quotas; they paid (illegal) 
ransoms for conscripted children; and they sent 
(special) people to comfort the children at assem¬ 
bly points, and to encourage them to be loyal to 
Judaism. (Some of the organizers were later impris¬ 
oned for these efforts.) 

He also organized visiting rabbis for the new agri¬ 
cultural colonies (see 5564\ 1804), and later bought 
land and negotiated government assistance to help 
resettle Jews on the land (see 5585\ 1825). 


-—- 5588 1828 -«- 

R.Ephrayim Zalman Margolis died. He was author 
of Beit Ephrayim (Sh'eidt UTeshuvot), Yad Ephrayim (on 

ShulchanAruch), and Matteh Ephrayim (Halacha), among 
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other works, who had supported himself with a 
business in Brody (then Austria). He had edited the 
work of his brother, R. Chaim Mordechai, called the 
Darkei Teshuva (on Orach Chayi'm section of Shulchan Aruch, 
collection of additional (updated) Halacha notes,(see 5616\ 1856).) 

--- 5590 1829 -=**- 

All Jews had been ordered to leave (expelled 
from) Kiev (then Russia), and later from the Rus¬ 
sian port cities of Nikolayev and Sevastopol, in 
Cheshvan 5590\ 1829, although none of these 
expulsion orders were immediately enforced. 


5590 1830 


The Divrei Chaim — Adm.R.Chaim Halberstam, a 
disciple of Adm.R.Naftali Tzvi of Ropshytz and 
Adm.R.Tzvi Hirsch of Zydachov (Austrian Galicia), and 
son-in-law of R.Baruch Frankel (author of Baruch 
Ta’am) — was appointed rahhi nf Tzanz (Now/ Sacz, 


Austrian Galicia), where h 
Tzadik), and attracted n 
Adherents to the Re 



Le Rebbe (Admur, 
>wers (chasidim). 
ivement gained 


control of the Jewish communal administra¬ 
tion in Fiyorda (Fuerth, Germany), and had closed 
the yeshiva of R.Avraham Binyamin (Wolf) 
Hamburg, expelling over 100 students (with 
the help of local police) (see 5641 \ 1881). 


--- 5591 1831 --- 

Many Jews were killed in Oshmyany (Lithuania) when 
Russian soldiers initiated a fire after a Polish rebellion. 
R.Moshe Mintz (Muenz, Maharam Mintz II) — 
the highly respected rabbi of O-Buda (Old Buda, 
Hungary) — died in Elul. 


Yerushalayim) from the Turkish Sultan. 

—-— 5597 1837 —-— 

R.Yisrael Lipshutz — author of Tiferet Yisrael 
(commentary on Mishna) (see Illustrations, Text C, #4) — 
became rabbi in Danzig (Gdansk, Prussian Poland), 

where he lived for the rest of his life. 
Adm.R.Mordechai of Chernobyl (then Russia) (see 
5558\ 1797) — The Chemobler Maggid — died on the 
20th Iyar. He was succeeded as Admur (Rebbe, Tzadik) 
by his eight sons — each in his own location — 
including Adm.R.Yitzchak of Skvira (then Russia). 
4,000 Jews died in an earthquake in Tzfat (Safed) 
(see 5520\ 1759) on the 24th Tevet, and 700-1,000 
died in Teverya (Tiberius) from the same earthquake. 
Many of the survivors eventually moved — includ¬ 
ing Chabad (Lubavitch) Chasidim, who subse¬ 
quently joined the Chabad settlement in Hevron 
(established ten years earlier, by Adm.R.Dov Ber) 
— and they rejuvenated the community there. 

The Churvat R.Yehuda Chasid synagogue (see 
5481 \ 1720) was re-opened in Yerushalayim at the 
end of Tevet, after it had been reconstructed. 

--- 5598 » I838 --- 

R.David Luria — rabbi of Bichov (Russia), and author 
of Chidushei HaRadal (on Midrash Rabba), an active 
leader against the (local) maskilim and the reformers 
—was released from prison, when the evidence sup¬ 
porting his denunciation was found to be forged. 
Russian authorities — charging that two Jew¬ 
ish people were killed by fellow Jews (for in¬ 
forming and illegal exploitation) — arrested and 
tortured hundreds of Jews for being involved. 
Many died from their sentence of hard labor. 


--- 5596 I836 --- 

The Karaites succeeded (some say in 1835) in 
having the Jews expelled from the town of Troki 
(Lithuania) (see 5587\1827, 5613\1853). 

R.Tzvi Hirsch Kalischer — a disciple of the 
Chavat Da’at and R.Akiva Eger — had met 
(some say) with Mayer Anschel Rothschild — 
an extremely wealthy and Halacha-observant 
Jew — proposing the bringing of Mashiach (TVIes- 
siah) by buying (parts of) Eretz Yisrael (at least 


—-— 5599 w 1839 —-— 

The Chassam Sofer died, and he was succeeded 
as rabbi in Pressburg (Hungary) by his oldest son, 
R.Avraham Shmuel Binyamin (Zev), the Ktav 
Sofer (see 5629\1869). 

Many Jews of Meshed (Persia) were killed in an anti- 
Jewish attack, and the remainder were forced to 
convert to Islam, although they remained secretly 
Jewish (see 5421\1661). Most eventually migrated 
to other places, where they could be Jewish openly. 
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5600 1840 


Adm.R.Yisrael of Rushin 
was released from imprisonment. 

Adm.R.Yisrael of Ruzhin (Russia) — a great-grandson 
of the Maggid of Mezeritsch, and a grandson of 
R.Nachum of Chernobyl — was released from 
prison, where he had been for almost two years. 
He had been denounced — on a charge of having 
(revolutionary) ambitions to be ruler of the Jews 
(his regal lifestyle was cited as evidence), and for 
implication in the informers affair (see 5598\ 1838) 


— and although he was 
der continuous surveilk 
Russia, and settled in Sac 


, he was kept un- 
subsequently left 

ton Bukovina), where 


he continued his regal mesryie, which caused a 
controversy with other Chasidim in the region. 
Many Jews were arrested in a notorious blood libel 
in Damascus (known as the Damascus Affair), in¬ 
cluding over sixty children (in order to extract a 
confession from their mothers). Two Jews died of 


to 


to 


Living in the Year 1840 


Yismach Moshe (R.Moshe Teitelbaum) 

1759, 

1841. 

Tiferet Yisracl (RfYisrael Lipshutz) 

1782, 

(/.1860. 

Bnei Yissachar (R.Tzvi Elmkh.of Dynov) 

1783’, 

1841. 

R.Mendel of Kotzk 

1)1787, 

(7.1859. 

Tzemach Tzcilck (of Lubavitch) 

1789, 

1866. 

Divrei Chaim (of Tzanz) 

1793, 

d.1876. 

R.Yisracl of Ruzhin 

1797, 

1850. 

Chidushei HaRim (of Gur) 

1799, 

(7.1866. 

Minchat Chinuch (R.Yoscf Babad) 

1800?, 

1874. 

Kitzur Shulchan Arnch (R.Shl.Ganzfricd) 

1,1804, 

(7 1886. 

R.Shimshon Raphael Ilirsch 

1808, 

1888. 

Malbim (R.MeiiLeib[ush]) 

(,,1808?, 

<(1879. 

R.Yisracl Salanter 

1810, 

1883. 

Divrei Ycchezk'el (of Shinev) 

1811?, 

(11899. 

Pitchei Teshuva (R.Avraliam Tzvi Hirsch) 

1813, 

1868. 

Arnch HaShulchan (R.Yechi'cl Epstein) 

6.1829, 

d 1908. 

Sdci Chemed (R.Chaim Chizkyah Mdini) 

1832?, 

1904. 

Ben Ish Chai (R.Yosef Chaim Al-Chakkam) 1833’, 

d.1909. 

Chafetz Chaim (R.YisraclMcir Kazan) 

1838, 

1933. 


to 


to 


torture, a number confessed, and one converted 
(to Islam). It became an international affair — 
involving the governments of Turkey, Egypt, 
France, and Austria — and on the island of 
Rhodes, the rabbi and leading Jewish people 
were also arrested (by the Turks). The release 
of all the Jews was negotiated by a delegation 
of international Jewish notables, including 
Sir Moshe Montefiore (see 5587\l827). 

This act of (successful) Jewish international 
cooperation spurred the eventual formation of 
the Alliance Israelite Universelle (see 5620\ 1860). 

-_- 56OI I84O -**- 

R.Avraham David of Butshatsh (Buczacz, Austrian EGalida) 

— a disciple of R.Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, author 
of Da’at Kedoshim (Hatacha) among other works — 
died on Erev Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 5601 \ 1840. 

--- 5601 I84I -=**- 

The Bnei Yissachar, Adm.R.Tzvi Elimelech of Dynov 

— a disciple of the Maggid of Kozhnitz, the Chozeh 
of Lublin, and R.Menachem Mendel of Rymanov, 
and author of Bnei Yissachar, among many other 
works — was rabbi and Rebbe (Admur, Tzadik) in 
many towns, including Dynov (Austrian Galicia) and 
Munkatch (Munkacevo, Austrian Hungary, near Galicia). He 
died on the 18th Tevet 5601\1841. 

The Yismach Moshe, Adm.R.Moshe Teitelbaum (see 
5568 \ 1808), died on the 28th Tammuz in Uhel 
(Ujhely—Satoraljaujhely — N.E Hungary). He was succeeded 
as Rebbe (Admur, ‘Tzadik’) by his only son, 
Adm.R.Elazar Nisan — who was the rabbi of 
Drahavitsch (Drogobych, then Austrian EGalida) — and by 
his grandson (and disciple), Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda 
of Sighet (Marmaros-Sziget N.WRumania) (see 5618\ 1858), 
who became rabbi of Uhel until he was forced to 
leave by the Mitnagdim (opponents to Chasidim). 

Some manuscripts of R. Chaim Palaji were de¬ 
stroyed in a fire in Izmir (Turkey) — neverthe¬ 
less, 26 of his works survived. (He would make a 
festive meal and ate a new fruit, for the blessing of 
"She'he’cheyanu.", each time he published a new book.) 
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5603 1843 


The Tzemach Tserlek ofLubavitch was 
repeatedly arrested in Russia. 

The Russian government convened a commis¬ 
sion — which included the Tzemach Tzedek (rep¬ 
resenting Chasidim) and R.Yitzchak (son of 
R.Chaim) ofVolozhin (Mitnagdim), a businessman, 
and a secular oriented scholar (maskilim) — to dis¬ 
cuss many Jewish issues. In the forefront was 
the issue of secular education for Jewish children, 
which Max Lilienthal (a German Jewish mashl, and 
educator) had been lobbying for in government 
circles (see 5580\ 1820), and had been heavily pro¬ 
moting among the Jews (see 5543\1783). 

The Tzemach Tzedek was detained for his out¬ 
spoken views twenty two times during the course 
of the conference. Although the immediate out¬ 
come (see 5605\ 1844) of the commission was 
unclear, the government did repeal the (1836) ban 
on publication and imnortation of certain Jew¬ 


ish books — essential 
which the maskilim view( 
— and also suspended t 



la and Chasidut, 
ticularly irksome 
sion of Jews from 


the shtetlach (villages) (see 5582\ 1822, 5642\ 1882). 


which leaders of both Chasidim and Mitnagdim 
were discouraging — claiming that all such chil¬ 
dren would receive exemption from the con¬ 
scription laws (see 5587\l 827). 

Lilienthal (see 5603 \ 1843) — who became very 
unpopular, even among the maskilim (for po¬ 
litical reasons) — left Russia amid a contro¬ 
versy over (alleged) misappropriation of funds 
and settled in the U.S.A.. There he was ac¬ 
tive in the Reform movement — together 
with (his friend) Isaac Mayer Wise, who 
spread the Reform ideology throughout the 
U.S.A. (see 5641 \ 1881) in his frequent trav¬ 
els, particularly to the scattered communities. 

-**- 5606 1846 —**— 

Sir Moshe Montefiore (see 5587\1827) visited 
Russia in an attempt to intercede for the Jews, 
and to negotiate a relaxation of the harsh and 
discriminatory decrees (see 5582M822, 5587\I827, 
5605M844, 5613\l853). He met with the Chidushei 
HaRim (in Warsaw), R.Yitzchak Volozhiner, and 
R.David Luria, among other Jewish leaders and 
government officials. 


- - 5605 1844 —— 

The Russian government (of Czar Nicholas, see 
5587N827) ordered the establishment of state 
schools for Jewish children (conceived by 
Lilienthal, see 5603 \ 1843) — and a secret clause 
in the decree indicated that the purpose was to 
attract Jews to Christianity. The government also 
ordered the establishment of rabbinical seminaries 
in the style of the maskilim, with secular educa¬ 
tion (see 5639 \ 1879); the abolition of the older 
style Jewish community structure; and the in¬ 
troduction of GOVERNMENT APPOINTED RABBIS (graduates 
of the government rabbinical seminaries). 

Although many of these decrees were difficult to 
enforce — and these appointed rabbis rarely had se¬ 
rious influence in the Jewish communities, but pri¬ 
marily served as ‘clerks’ for recording births, mar¬ 
riages, etc. — the Jewish communal structure lost 
much of its power, including the power to control 
the establishment of new institutions in the com¬ 
munity. This presented the maskilim with the op¬ 
portunity to openly disseminate their views on Jew¬ 
ish life in the vast number of East European com¬ 
munities of Russia and Poland, as they had 
already done in the freer countries of Western 
Europe. They also encouraged parents to send 
their children to the government schools — 


- - 5609 1848 —**— 

R.Yisrael Satan ter left Vilna. 

Many Jews died in an epidemic of cholera in Vilna, 
and R.Yisrael Salanter (Lipkin) — who was the 
original propounder of a new movement (in 
Lithuania) to study and practice Mussar (ethical 
and introspective behavior and demeanor) — was veiy ac¬ 
tive in helping the sick. When doctors claimed 
that — in order to maintain a healthy resistance 
to the disease — Jews should not fast on Yom 
Kippur (5609 \ 1848), R.Yisrael set a public ex¬ 
ample, by eating in the synagogue. In the same 
year, he was asked to head the new government 
sponsored rabbinical seminary in Vilna (see 
5605 \ 1844], which — although encouraged to 
do so by R.Yitzchak Volozhiner — he refused. He 
was consequently compelled to leave Vilna, and 
he settled in Kovno (Lithuania), where he stayed for 
nine years (see 5617\1857). 

-_- 56IO I85O --- 

Adm.R.Meir(el) Premishlaner — a popular Rebbe 
(Admur, Tzadik’) of Chasidim, who had developed 
a wide reputation as a miracle worker — died 
on the 29th Iyar. 
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5611 1851 


R.Shimshon Rapha 'elHirseh became rabbi in 
Frankfort am Main. 

R.Shimshon Rapha’el Hirseh — who had previ¬ 
ously been rabbi in a number of towns — be¬ 
came rabbi in Frankfort am Main, where he es¬ 
tablished his ideology on a congregational 
(kehilla) basis. He had already written some of 
his major works, setting out his ideology — 
which was based on traditional Judaism, but re¬ 
flected the new cultural environment of the nine¬ 
teenth century — without changing the struc¬ 
ture of Jewish law, as the Reform movement (in 
Germany) had done a few years earlier (when they 
formally rejected sections of the Halacha, includ¬ 
ing dietary prohibitions). He had attracted the 
friendship of such people as Abraham Geiger (a 
leading Reform scholar) and Heinrich Graetz (a 
Reform scholar and historian, who had even spent 
some time studying under R.Shimshon Rapha’el), 

is with him even- 


although both their rel 
tually cooled. 

Other congregations in iy joined his new 

kehilla concept, and he founded Jewish schools 
which offered the traditional Jewish education, 
yet also included secular studies. 

R.Shimshon Rapha’el Hirseh was instrumen¬ 
tal in consolidating and enhancing the posi¬ 
tion of the Halacha-observant (Orthodox) Jews 
of Germany (see 5629\1869), at a time when 
— besides the influences of the Reform move¬ 
ment and the Haskala — outright assimilation 
had jeopardized their continued existence, to 
the extent that practical Halacha observance 
in many cities (including Frankfort) was almost 
eliminated. 


--- 5613 ^ 1853 --- 

The Czar (Nicholas I) increased the quota of Jewish 
conscripts (and Cantonists, see 5587\1827) dur¬ 
ing the Crimean War with England, France, and 
Turkey, which started with a dispute over control 
of the Christian holy places in Yerushalayim. 

The Russian government also issued decrees re¬ 
stricting the Jewish style of dress, and classify¬ 
ing Jews into various discriminatory economic 
classes. The Kra’im (Karaites) — some 2,500 in 
Russia, and 7,500 in Crimea —were later (1863) 
totally exempted from Russian anti-Jewish laws 
(see 5596\1836, Nissan 5702\1942). 

The decree of the Cantonists was repealed — 
some three years later, after the death of Czar 


Nicholas I — and among other things, the right 
was granted for some (upper economic-class) 
Jews to live outside the Pale of Settlement. 


-_- 5614 I854 - 

A group of people broke away from the synagogue 
in Mainz (Germany) when an organ was installed (see 
5570\1810), and they formed their own (Ortho¬ 
dox) congregation. Meir (Marcus) Lehman — who 
wrote many historical novels — became their rabbi. 

--- 5615 1855 --- 

Adm.R.Shalom of Belz (Austrian Galicia) — a disciple 
of the Chozeh of Lublin and the Apta Rav — died 
on the 27th Elul. He was succeeded as Rebbe (Ad- 
mur, TzADiKj by his son, Adm.R.Yehoshua. 


--- 5616 I856 --- 

R.Avraham Tzvi Hirseh Eisenstadt — author of 
Pitchei Teshuva (on the Shulchan Aruch — except the Orach 
Chayim section — (see Illustrations, Text K # 7 , L, #8)), col¬ 
lection of additional updated Halacha notes (see 
5588\ 1828) — left Grodno (Russian Lithuania) to be¬ 
come rabbi in Uttina (Uttian, Russian Lithuania). 

--- 5617 w 1857 --- 

R.Yosef Shaul Nathanson, author of Sho’el 
UMeshiv (Sh'elot UTeshuvot), became rabbi of Lvov 
(Lemberg, then Austria). He permitted the use of ma¬ 
chines to bake Matza — which created a wide¬ 
spread Halacha controversy — and he was ac¬ 
tive in combatting the introduction of the new 
education of the maskilim (see 5543\1783). 
R.Yisrael Salanter (see 5609\ 1848, 5643\ 1883) — who 
went to Germany for medical reasons, and remained 
there for a few years — attracted Jewish university 
students to his lectures — shi’urim on Bible, Tal¬ 
mud, and Mussar (ethics) — which he gave in Ger¬ 
man, dressed in German fashion. He later settled in 
the town of Memel (border of Lithuania and Germany). 

A Jew was attacked by a mob in Tunisia and 
later killed for (allegedly) insulting Islam. 

--- 5618 I858 --- 

Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda Teitelbaum (see 5601 \ 
1841), author of Yetev Lev, became rabbi of Sighet 

(Marmaros-Sziget N.W.Rumania), and was also Rebbe 
(Admur, ‘Tzadik’), succeeding his father (see 
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5601 \ 1841), who had died two years earlier. 
R.Meir Leib(ush) ben Yechi’el Michel — the Malbim, 
famous for his commentaiy on the Bible — became 
rabbi in Bucharest, where he faced strong opposi¬ 
tion from the reformers (see 5624\ 1864). 

A 6-year-old Jewish boy — Edgardo Mortara — 
was forcibly taken from his parents in Bologna 
(Italy) by the church authorities. After being sub¬ 
jected to forced baptism, the child was raised as a 
Christian — despite an international outcry, which 
included the intervention of Francis Joseph I (the 
Austrian emperor who had very friendly relations 
with the Jews) and the representations of 
England’s Sir Moshe Montefiore. The boy later 
became a church dignitary and theologian. 


5619 1859 


R.Menachem Mendel ofKotsk died. 

Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Kotzk (Poland) — a dis- 

, the Yehudi of 
:ha Bunim of Per- 
- died on the 22 nd 


ciple of the Chozeh c 
Pershisskha, and of Adr 
shisskha (whom he succ 
Shvat, after having speiu anuust twenty years in 
seclusion in his room. He was succeeded (prima¬ 
rily) by the Chidushei HaRim, Adm.R.Yitzchak 
Meir (who lived in Warsaw, but subsequently 
moved to Gur). The Chidushei HaRim maintained 
the high demands of R.Mendel — in the depth of 
Torah study — but reduced the intense pressure 
his predecessor had exerted (and instilled in his 
chasidim) in the search of absolute truth. 

Many Jews were killed in an attack by rioters 
in Galati (Rumania) (see 5627\ 1867), and the Jews 
were also attacked in (the nearby) Odessa (Rus¬ 
sia) (see 5631\ 1871). 


--- 5620 i860 -**- 

The Jews of Tetuan (Morocco) were massacred, 
and throughout Morocco many Jews fled when 
the Spanish attacked. Some took refuge in 
Gibraltar, whilst some subsequently settled in 
Eretz Yisrael (see 5625 \1864). 

The Alliance Israelite Universelle was established 
(see 5600M840) as an organization through which 
Jews living in (countries of) more fortunate cir¬ 
cumstances could help those in poorer conditions. 
The organization undertook diplomatic activities, 
emigration assistance, and also educational en¬ 
deavors. The education included French language 
and culture — which became a major factor in 
the organization’s decline in some places, because 
of its challenge to traditional Jewish education 


and culture (see 5543 \ 1783), and in other places 
because of the rise of local nationalism. 


-**- 5621 l86l -**- 

R. Moshe Schick — the Maharam Schick, a dis¬ 
ciple of the Chassam Sofer and author of Sh’elot 
UTeshuvot Maharam Schick — became rabbi in 
Chust (Hungary). He developed the community — in 
the eighteen years until he died — into the most 
important in northern Hungary. Although he was 
vehemently opposed to the reformers (see 
5629\ 1869), he maintained — in what was pro¬ 
gressive for his time and place — that it was per¬ 
missible (where necessary) for a rabbi to preach in 
the local language, instead of Yiddish (or Hebrew.) 
R. Yisrael Zev Horowitz — a disciple of the Chas¬ 
sam Sofer, and a direct descendant of R.Pinchas 
Horowitz (see 5345\ 1585) —was a rabbi in Uhel 
(Ujhely — Satoraljaujhely — N.E. Hungary) (see 5601\ 
1841), before he settled in Eretz Yisrael. He died 
in Teverya (Tiberius) on the 18th Sivan. 


5623 ^1862 


An order expelling Jews from Tennessee (U.SA.) was 
approved, by General Grant in Kislev 5623\ 1862 
— less than two weeks before President Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation — during the Ameri¬ 
can Civil War. He was instructed — three weeks 
later, by the President — to revoke the order. 


rr 




Living in the Year i 860 

Tiferet Yisrael (R.Yisrael Lipshutz) 

1782, 

1860. 

Tzcmaeh Tzcilek (of Lubaviteh) 

b 1789, 

<(.1866. 

Divrci Chaim (of Tzanz) 

1793, 

1876. 

Chidushei HaRim (of Gur) 

b 1799, 

(11866. 

Minchat Chinuch (R.Yoscf Babad) 

1800?, 

1874. 

Kitzur Shulehan Ameli (R.Slif.Ganzfriecl) 

b 1804, 

(11886. 

R.Shimshon Raphael Hirsch 

1808, 

1888. 

Malbim (R.Meir Leibfush]) 

1808?, 

(11879. 

R.Yisrad Salanter 

1810, 

1883. 

Divrci Yechczk'cl (of Shines) 

1811?, 

(11899. 

Pitchei Tcshuva (R.Avraliain Tzvi Hirsch) 

1813, 

1868. 

Aruch HaShulchan (R.Yechi'cl Epstein) 

1829, 

(11908. 

Sdei Chemed (R.Chaim Cliizkyah Mdini) 

1832?, 

1904. 

Ben Ish Chai (R.Yosef Chaim Al-Chakkam) 1833’, 

(11909. 

Chafetz Chaim (R.Yisrael Meir Kagan) 

1838, 

1933. 

Darkei Teshuva (R.Tzvi Hirsch Shapira) 

1845?, 

(11913. 

'Sfass Emess' (of Gur) 

1847, 

1905. 

R.Chaim Brisker 

1853, 

(11918. 

Rogatchover Gaon (R.Yoscf Rozin) 

1858, 

1936. 

Torah Temima (R.Baiuch Epstein) 

1860, 

(11942. JJ 
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5624 1864 


5629 1869 


The Mai him was imprisoned, and then ex¬ 
pelled from Rumania. 

The Malbim (see 5618\1858) was arrested, af¬ 
ter being denounced by assimilationist Reform 
Jews of Bucharest. He was released — after per¬ 
sonal representations on his behalf by Sir Moshe 
Montefiore — on the condition that he leave Ru¬ 
mania. He was subsequently rabbi in a number 
of towns — where he continued to be persecuted 
by the reformers and maskilim — and he did not 
find favor with the Chasidim. 


--- 5625 1864 -**- 

Jews of many cities in North Africa (see 5620\ 1860), 
including Tunis and Tripoli, were massacred 
on Yom Kippur 5625\ 1864 by insurgent tribes. 


-**- 5626 

Chitlushei HaRim, Tife, 


to, and Tzemach 


Tsetlek, died within one month. 


The Chidushei HaRim — Adm.R.Yitzchak Meir 
of Gur (Poland), a disciple of the Maggid of Kozhnitz 
and Adm.R.Simcha Bunim of Pershisskha, and 
author of Chidushei HaRim (on Talmud and Shulchan 
Aruch) — died on the 23rd Adar. He was suc¬ 
ceeded four years later — all his (thirteen) sons 
had died in his lifetime — by his young grand¬ 
son (and disciple), the Sfass Emess. 
Adm.R.Shlomo HaKohen of Radomsk (Poland) 

— a disciple of Adm.R.Meir of Apta, and au¬ 
thor of Tiferet Shlomo (Chasidut on Chumash (Bible)) 

— died Erev Rosh Chodesh Nissan. 

The Tzemach Tzedek (see 5603\1843) — 
Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch — au¬ 
thor of Tzemach Tzedek II (SHelotUTeshuvot, and Halacha 
notes) among other works — died on the 1 3th Nis¬ 
san. He was succeeded, in Lubavitch, by his 
youngest son, Adm.R.Shmuel, although — ex¬ 
cept for the oldest — his (four other sons became 
Rebbe (Admur, Tzadik’) in their own towns. 


5627 1867 


One year after Hungary had granted the Jews 
equal rights (social emancipation), most of the 
Orthodox (Halacha-observant) Jews split from the 
central (government recognized) communal struc¬ 
ture, because — at a communal congress — the 
reformers (Neologs) rejected demands that the com¬ 
munal regulations be subject to the authority of 
the Shulchan Aruch. The Ktav Sofer (see 5599\ 1839) 
was an active organizer of the Orthodox — who 
subsequently established their own separate com¬ 
munal structure, with the support of the Maha- 
ram Schick (see 5621 \ 1861) — and this structure 
was later recognized by the government. 
R.Shimshon Rapha’el Hirsch (see 5611\ 1851) 
followed the example of Hungarian Orthodoxy, 
and (subsequently) established German Ortho¬ 
doxy on a separate basis. 

R. Azriel Hildesheimer — rabbi in Eisenstadt (Aus¬ 
trian Hungary) — had disagreed with the establish¬ 
ment of the separate Orthodox communal struc¬ 
ture, which created friction between him and 
many rabbis in Hungary. He left in 1869 to be¬ 
come rabbi in Berlin, where he followed the style 
of R.Shimshon Rapha’el Hirsch. 

R.Yosef Chaim (ben Eliyahu) Al-Chakkam of 
Baghdad visited Eretz Yisrael. He was a Halacha 
authority whose piyutim have been incorporated 
in the Iraqi liturgy, and author of the veiy popu¬ 
lar Ben Ish Chai (homily with Halacha and Kabbala), 
among many other (unpublished) works. 

R. Raphael Meir Penijel returned to Eretz Yisrael 
and described in his book (Lev HaMarpeh) how he 
had befriended the Pope, who had shown him 
some of the holy utensils of the Beit HaMikdash 
taken by the Romans (see 4215\455). 

— 5631 I87I -**- 

The Jews were attacked in anti-Jewish riots in 
Odessa (Russia) (see 5619\1859) during Pesach. 

— 5632 1872 —**— 

R.Shmuel Strashun of Vilna — a disciple of the 
Chayei Adam and author of Hagahot HaRaShash 

(notes on Talmud) — died. 


All Jews were expelled from many shtetlach (vil¬ 
lages) in Rumania (see 5619\1859) — some 
drowned in the Danube in their flight — and 
the remainder were harassed with discrimina¬ 
tory laws, which Sir Moshe Montefiore (in a per¬ 
sonal visit) attempted to have repealed. 


--- 5633 1873 --- 

The Chafets Chaim was published. 

R.Yisrael Meir HaKohen (Kagan) (see 5672\ 1912) 
(anonymously) published his work Chafetz Chaim 
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(Hatacha of slander/gossip etc.). He later became known 
as the Chafetz Chaim, and wrote the widely ac¬ 
cepted Mishna Berura (commentary and updated Hatacha 
notes on the Orach Chayim section ofSHULCHAN Aruch, published as 
a separate work, rather than "Shulchan Aruch with commentary ".). 


--- 5634 «"■ 1874 --- 

Adm.R.Yitzchak Yehuda Yechi’el of Komamo (Aus¬ 
trian Galicia) — R.Aisik(el) Komarno, a nephew of 
Adm.R.Tzvi Hirsch of Zydachov (who was a dis¬ 
ciple of the Chozeh of Lublin) — was a prolific 
writer. He died on the 10th Iyar. 


The Minchat Chinuch died. 


R.Yosef Babad — author Minchat Chinuch (com¬ 
mentary on Sefer HaChinuch), and rabbi ofTamopol (then 
Austria) — died, some say on the 25th Elul. 

R.Yechi’el Michel Epstein — author of Aruch 
HaShulchan (Hatacha update based on Shulchan Aruch) 
— became rabbi in NoK&Edok ''Novogrodek, Russia), 
where he remained ur 
disciple) was R.Barucl 
troversial) of the popu 


sd. His son (and 
r (some say con- 
h Temima (collec¬ 
tion of Talmud statements on the Chumash (Bible) — respected 
for its accuracy in exactness of Biblical notations (Mesorah) [see 
Mmn.Hil.Tfillin.8.4 re:ben Asher]). 


— 5636 1876 ——— 

The Divrei Chaim — Adm.R.Chaim (Halberstam) 
ofTzanz (see 5590\1830), who died on the 25th 
Nissan — was succeeded as a Rebbe (Admur, 
Tzadik’) by his six sons. Prominent among them 
was Adm.R.Yechezk’el Shraga of Shinev (Sieniawa, 
Austrian Galicia), known as the Divrei Yechezk’el, who 
later visited Eretz Yisrael, (and, some say, later 
considered settling in the United States). The Di¬ 
vrei Chaim was also succeeded by his grandson, 
Adm.R.Shlomo of Bobov (Bobowa, Austrian Galicia). 


— 5638 I878 —~— 

Petach Tikva agricultural settlement 
was estahlishetl. 

The agricultural village of Petach Tikva was es¬ 
tablished in Eretz Yisrael, by a group of (Halacha- 
observant) Jews from Yerushalayim and (recent 
immigrants) from Hungary 7 . This was the first such 
settlement to be established in Eretz Yisrael (in al¬ 
most 2,000 years), and they faced the problems of 
malaria and Arab attacks — problems which the 
many subsequent settlements (primarily secular 


Zionist) also faced. This was also probably the first 
time that some Jews from Yerushalayim sought 
to take original action to establish their own eco¬ 
nomic independence, rather than subsisting on 
the Chaluka (stipends of charity funds collected overseas), as 
had been the custom for centuries. 

—- 5639 ^ 1879 -— 

R. Shimon Sofer (son of the ‘Chassam Sofer’) was 
rabbi in Cracow (Austrian Galicia), and together with 
Adm.R.Yehoshua of Belz (Austrian Galicia), he 
founded an organization (Machazikei HaDat) to 
counter the activities of the maskilim, who were 
well organized. The maskilim already held three 
seats in the Austrian Parliament (see 5580\ 1820), 
and were planning to open a rabbinical seminary 
(see 5605\ 1844). Machazikei HaDat had four can¬ 
didates for the next parliamentary election, and 
R.Shimon was (the only one) elected. 


-**- 5640 1880 -**- 

R.Yaakov AbiChatzira of Morocco — author of 
many works, renowned for his expertise in prac¬ 
tical Kabbala, and possessor of a wide reputation 
for miraculous deeds — died in Egypt, on his 
way to Eretz Yisrael, on the 20th Tevet. 


564Iwwl88l 


Many Jews began leaving Russia after 
a wave of pogroms. 

The Jews were blamed when Czar Alexander II 

zf ^ 


Living in the Year 1880 

Kilzui SluJclian \nidi (R.Shl.C .anilriod) 

1804, 

1886. 

R.SliimsIion Raphael Hindi 

1)1808, 

C 1888. 

RJisrad Salanter 

1810, 

1883. 

I livid Yediczk'd (of Shinn ) 

1811?, 

C 1899. 

Audi HaShulchan (R.Ycdii'd Epstein) 

1829, 

1908. 

Slid Chemed (R.Cliaim Chizkyah Mclini) 

0.1832?, 

C 1904. 

Ben Mi Qiai (R.Yosd ChaimM-Qiakkam) 

1833’, 

1909. 

Chaletz Qiaim (RYisrad Mar Kagm) 

0.1838, 

(1.1933. 

Darkd TcsIuki (R.Tzvi Hindi Sliapira) 

1845s, 

1913. 

'SlassEmess'(olGur) 

h.1847, 

11905. 

R.Chaim Brisker 

1853, 

1918. 

Rqgitdiaver Gaon (RYusdRozin) 

h.1858, 

d 1936. 

Torah Temima (ILBameh Eiistein) 

1860, 

1942. 

KafHaCliayim - IlYaakov Chaim (Sofa - ) 

0.1870, 

d. 1939. 

Cliazon Idi - RAraham Yediaya Kaiditz 

b.1878, 

d 1953. 

A See also chart ' ‘Noteworthy Contemporaries ’ ’ page 311 ) . 
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— despite having made many (mild) changes in 
Russia — was assassinated by revolutionaries 
on 12th Adar- 2 . Pogroms (anti-Jewish riots) broke out 
in southern Russia (see 5642 \ 1882), and swept 
across the whole country (often with the open 
encouragement of local officials). The pogroms 
continued (sporadically) over the next three 
years, resulting in many injuries, enormous 
damage to Jewish property (including syna¬ 
gogues), and the desecration of Torah scrolls. 
Maskilim were disillusioned by the attitude of 
non-Jewish intellectuals, who often demon¬ 
strated open support for the rioters. 
Assimilationists (mostly socialists) were disillusioned 
at the expressions of rejection from all strata of the 
Russian society (into which they believed they had 
successfully assimilated). 

Many Jews directed their thoughts to Eretz Yisrael. 
Small groups were formed — generally called 
Chovevei Tzion (Lovers of Zion) — to discuss emigration 
(Aliya). They were supported and joined by some rabbis 
(see 5653\ 1893,5655\ 18 
Jewish nationalism as ar 
ing momentum to a dev 
tic concept of the Return 


\ 1896). Others saw 
ive ideology — giv- 
ecular nationalis- 
tttutt ^see 5655\1895) — 
as distinct from those seeking only to emigrate, settle, 
and work the land, with no political goals. 

For many, living in Russia became untenable — 
2 million left in the next 32 years. Most emi¬ 
grated to the economically appeal¬ 
ing U.S.A., where approxi¬ 
mately 280,000 Jews were 
living at this stage ("see 
I 5660\I900, 5685\ 1925), and 

(some say) 200 synagogues 
already existed at this stage — 
only twelve of which were not Reform (see 5605\ 1844). 
Many of those arriving in the U.S.A. discontinued 
religious observances — work on Saturday was 
mandatory (see 5698 \ 1938) — and focused on 
Jewishness as a culture and ethnic identity. 
Some of the idealistic Chovevei Tzion groups emi¬ 
grated to Eretz Yisrael — where over 20,000 Jews 
at this stage (see 5675M9I5) were living under harsh 
economic conditions. These groups were small (the 
famous Bilu group were only 53 immigrants — and 
number of them returned or left for the U.S.A.). 
The yeshiva (of Chabad) in Starodub (Russia) was 
closed by the government after a denunciation by 
one of the local maskilim (see 5590\ 1830). 


-**- 5642 1882 -^- 

The Jews were attacked in Algiers and other cities 
of Algeria, in anti-Jewish riots that arose (sporadically) 


over the course of a few years (see 5657\ 1897). Many 
Jews were killed, some synagogues were sacked, and 
Torah scrolls were desecrated. 

An inquiry by the Russian government into “the 
pogroms of 1881” concluded that Jews were to 
blame, because of their ‘economic exploitation’ 
of others. Consequently, the government passed 
a series of laws (called the May Laws) in which 

— among other discriminatory provisions — all 
Jews were expelled from the shtetlach (villages and 
rural settlements) and were only allowed to live in 
the towns (see 5603\1843, 5651\ 1891). Al¬ 
though there is no evidence the expulsion was 
fully accomplished, it was immortalized by the 
Yiddish writer Sholom Aleichem — in a stoiy to 
become famous as Fiddler on the Roof (which 
portrayed Jews as required to leave legendary 
“Anatevka”.) (Shalom Rabinovitz (Yiddish writers used 
pseudonyms then, usually because they were spumed by the 
Intelligentsia and maskilim who idealized Hebrew) created (and 
immortalized) — in humorous satires — many 
characters and terms that became part of clas¬ 
sic Yiddish. (Among them: Shver tzu Zayn a Yid ; Tsezeyt un 
Tsershpreyt; Boiberick; Yehupetz.)) 

A number of Jews were accused in a blood libel in 
Tisza-Eszlar (Hungary), and — although they were 
later acquitted — the accusation led to many anti- 
Jewish riots throughout the country. 

--- 5643 1882 -—- 

Adm.R.Shmuel of Lubavitch, had travelled to 
Western Europe a number of times, attempting 
to influence large bankers to withhold much- 
needed loans to the Russian government, until 
there was a change in their “Jewish policy” (see 
5641\1881, 5642\1882). He died on 13thTishrei 
5643 \ 1 882, and was succeeded — ten years later 

— by his second son (twenty-two years old, at 
this stage) Adm.R. Shalom Dov Ber. 

--- 5643 ^ 1883 --- 

R.Yisrael Salanter had lived in Paris for two 
years (see 5617\1857) before returning to Ger¬ 
many, where he died on the 25th Shvat. 

The Yetev Lev, Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda Teitelbaum 
(see 5618\1858), died on the 6th Elul, and he was 
succeeded by his son Adm.R.Chananyah Yom Tov 
Lipa, as rabbi and Rebbe (Admur, Tzadik’) in Sighet 
(Marmaros-Sziget N.WRumania). 

R.Shmuel Ehrenfeld died. He was a grandson of the 
Chassam Sofer, author of Chatan Sofer (Halacha), and 
rabbi in Mattesdorf (Mattesburg-Nagymarton, Austria). 
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—-— 5645 1884 —**— 

Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz — a 
grandson of Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Kossov 
(then Austria) , and a son-in-law of Adm.R.Yisrael of 
Ruzhin — was the rabbi and Rebbe (Admur, 
Tzadik’) of Vizhnitz (Vizhnitza, then Austria), and au¬ 
thor of Tzemach Tzadik (Chasidut). He died on Erev 
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 5645 \1884, and was 
succeeded by his son Adm.R.Baruch. 
Adm.R.Avraham (ben Yitzchak Mattityahu) — 
a disciple of Adm.R.Moshe of Kobrin (who was 
a disciple of R.Mordechai of Lechevitch) — was 
author of Yesod HaAvodah (chasidut) and other 
works, and Rebbe (Admur, Tzadik 1 ) in Slonim (then 
Russia). He died on the 11th Cheshvan. 

--- 5645 1885 --- 


1881). Many congregational rabbis — as well as 
self proclaimed (immigrant) rabbis — were act¬ 
ing independently as Halacha authorities, particu¬ 
larly in the financially rewarding area of kashrut 
supervision. One of the largest congregations — 
in association with other congregations — brought 
R.Yaakov Yosef from Vilna to the U. S.A. to become 
their rabbi, and also the Chief Rabbi of New York. 
Although R.Yaakov Yosef had some initial suc¬ 
cess in consolidating a structure of central reli¬ 
gious authority, there were powerful (and ruth¬ 
less) self-interest groups who resisted. By 1902 
— when he died at 59, in poverty, ill health, and 
an almost forgotten man — there were already 
250 synagogues (with increased petty rivalries, 
stemming primarily from the different geographic 
origins of the people). The Jewish ‘community’ of 
New York settled into irreversible anarchy [def: 
absence of any cohesive form of unity and/or authority]. 


At a Pittsburgh conference, the Reform movement in 

U.S.A. (see564l\ 1881) adopted a blatfo rm oftorirdOles which 
denied current validity 


5611\ 1851). Reaction to this 
many more traditional — 



iha (Jewish Law) (see 

ventually caused 
fully Halacha-ob- 


servant — scholars (and laymen) to develop what was 
later called Conservative (movement.) 


5646 1886 


- - 5649 1889 —**— 

R.Yosef Rozin — the Rogatchover Gaon, a great 
Talmud scholar of a calibre unknown for many 
generations — wrote a number of works (all) en¬ 
titled Tzaphnat Pane’ach, which are often only 
ciyptic notes (without the aid of commentary). He 
became the rabbi of the Chasidic community in 
Dvinsk (Duenaburg, Daugavpils, Latvia) (see 5648\ 1888). 


R.Shlomo Gansfried 
(author ofKitzur Shulchan Aruch) died. 

R.Shlomo Ganzfried — author of the Kitzur 
Shulchan Aruch (Halacha) and Kesset HaSofer 
(Halacha for scribes) among other works — was rabbi 
in Ungvar (Uzhgorod, Hungary). The Kitzur (abridged) 
Shulchan Aruch was already so popular during 
his lifetime that it had been published in four¬ 
teen editions, and had sold almost 250,000 cop¬ 
ies by the time he died in Tammuz 1886. 

R.Chaim Yeshayahu Halbesberg had already 
written Misgeret Hashulchan (a commentary on the 
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch), which was later printed in an 
edition of the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch that also in¬ 
cluded a number of his editorial refinements. 

-=**- 5648 w 1888 -**- 


--- 5650 I 89 O -**- 

R.Nathan (Marcus) Adler, chief Rabbi of the Brit¬ 
ish Empire — when it was said “the sun never 
sets on the empire” (because of Australia) — died on 
the 29th Tevet. When he had applied for a posi¬ 
tion in London (R.Shimshon Raphael Hirsh also 
applied) he was recommended by the queen 
(Victoria). She once was in Hanover (Germany) and 
about to give birth two months prematurely when 
he (as the local rabbi) had advised her (through 
R.Moshe Monetfiore) that she should hurry to a 
British ship, sail three miles out to sea, and solve 
the problem of her child’s eligibility (later Edward VII) 
to the throne (as a local German citizen.) 

A committee was established in Eretz Yisrael 
to make Hebrew a language of daily use. 


R.Meir Simcha HaKohen — author of Or 
Same’ach (commentary on the Rambam’s Yad HaChazaka) 
— became a rabbi in Dvinsk (Duenaburg, Daugavpils, 
Latvia), where he remained for almost forty years, 
until his death. 

There were already some 130 Orthodox syna¬ 
gogues in New York at this stage (see 5641\ 


- - 5651 1891 —^— 

All Jews were expelled from Moscow (see 5642\ 1882) 
and 30,000 were forced to (sell their properties and) 
leave. Some wealthy merchants — and some 
Cantonists who had completed their full military ser¬ 
vice, see 5587\ 1827 — were permitted to stay. 
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—-— 5652 1892 —**— 

R. Chaim (Brisker) became rabbi in Brisk. 

R. Chaim Solovetchik — who had been a maggid 
shiur (lecturer) of a select group (some say he was 
the rosh yeshiva, see 5653\1893) in the Voloz- 
hin yeshiva — left there when the yeshiva was 
closed (see 5653\1893). He became rabbi in 
Brisk (Brest-Litovsk Lithuania) where he succeeded 
his father — R.Yosef Ber Solovetchik — who had 
also previously been in Volozhin as a Rosh Ye¬ 
shiva. R.Chaim (Brisker) developed a yeshiva (Etz 
Chaim) in Brisk, and is known for introducing 
an analytical style of Talmud study. 


5653 1893 


R.Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, the Netziv — author 
of Meishiv Davar (Sh’elot UTeshuvot) and Ha’amek 
Davar (commentary on Chumash) — was a son-in-law of 


R.Yitzchak Volozhiner, v 
Rosh Yeshiva in Volozhii 
emment had demande 


had succeeded as 
the Russian gov- 
icular studies be 


taught at the yeshiva, ana tnat tne number of stu¬ 
dents be reduced, the Netziv failed to fully accom¬ 
plish either demand — although (some say) lec¬ 
tures in Russian were introduced. The yeshiva was 
closed, and he left Volozhin, hoping to settle in 
Eretz Yisrael — an ideal he supported (see 
5641\ 1881). However he died in Warsaw in 1893, 
eighteen months after the yeshiva was closed. 


--- 5655 ^ 1895 --- 

A Jewish captain in the French army (Alfred Dreyfus) 
was falsely convicted of spying in 1895, which 
aroused much anti-Jewish expression throughout 
the country. A newspaper reporter from Vienna, 
Theodore Herzl (of an assimilated Hungarian Jew¬ 
ish family), was profoundly moved by this wave of 
anti-Jewish sentiment, which sparked a Jewish 
identity crisis in him. He consequently developed 
the idea of creating a Jewish state (with its own 
political self-rule), and became obsessed with the 
idea — meeting with wealthy Jews, statesmen and 
politicians to promote it. He persevered, despite the 
ridicule he received (some say he saw himself as a 
visionary redeemer akin to Shabbetai Tzvi.) Within 
two years he convened a congress of all the various 
groups that were promoting a return to Eretz Yisrael 
(see 5641\1881), thus establishing the Zionist move¬ 
ment — which developed into a powerful political (if 
controversial) force under his leadership. 

Many rabbis and virtually all Admurim (Chasidic 


Tzadikim’) strongly opposed the Zionist movement 
— because of its secular orientation — which 
(ironically) was blended with a subtle messianic 
overtone. There were also rabbis who were strong 
proponents of religious Zionism — which led to the 
later establishment of Mizrachi (from ‘MerkaZ 
RuCHanl’) in Vilna (in 1902) — as a religious fac¬ 
tion within the Zionist movement. 


--- 5656 I896 --- 

R.Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor, rabbi of Kovno 
(Lithuania) was very involved in Russian commu¬ 
nal affairs, and supported the wave of enthusi¬ 
asm for settling in Eretz Yisrael (see 5641 \ 1881). 
He died in Adar. 

Solomon Schechter (a conservative-progressive 
scholar (see 5645\I885) — who was later respon¬ 
sible for the formal organization of the Conserva¬ 
tive movement in the U.S.A.) — extracted a large 
collection of (approximately 100,000) ancient Jew¬ 
ish manuscripts from Cairo, and took them back 
to Cambridge University in England. This geniza 
was in the attic of the veiy old Ezra synagogue — 
built in 882\4642, in Fostat (Old Cairo, Egypt) — in 
which it is said that the Rambam had taught. The 
existence of the books and documents — more of 
which were subsequently taken by other large li¬ 
braries — had been known for a long time, but 
they had remained untouched because of local 
fears and (others say, superstitious) beliefs. 


--- 5657 1897 --- 

Jews were attacked by anti-Jewish rioters in 
Mostaganem (Algeria) (see 5642 \ 1882). 

- - 5658 !897 —~— 

A general Jewish socialist workers-union (Bund), 
was founded at a secret meeting in Vilna. The Bund 
later became involved in Russian revolutionary 
activity — in alliance with Communists — and 
was at the forefront of a movement which pro¬ 
moted Yiddish as the basis of a secular (often overtly 
non-religious) culture (see 5680\1920). 

Jews were attacked in a pogrom in Bucharest, 
in Kislev 5658 \ 1897. 

- - 5659 I899 — 

R.Chaim Chizkiyah Medini, author of Sdei 
Chemed (Halacha encydopedia), had been rabbi in Crimea 
(S.W province in Russia) for over thirty years, after living in 
Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey) for fourteen years. In 






« Section » < Page with arrow keys > View | TOC | Index 

274 Codex Judaica— Chronological Index of Jewish History 


1899 he returned to Yerushalayim, where he had 
been bom—declined to become Sephardi Chief Rabbi 
(Rishon LeTziyon) — and became rabbi in Hevron. 
Leopold Hilsner was sentenced to death in Bo¬ 
hemia, in a blood libel which aroused strong 
anti-Jewish expressions in the press. His sen¬ 
tence was later reduced to life imprisonment. 


5660 1900 


Reb Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin — author of Pri 
Tzadik (Chasidut), among other profound works (he 
also wrote scholarly essays on astronomy, geometry, and algebra) 
— died on the 9th Elul. He was a disciple of 
R.Mordechai Yosef Izbitzer (author of Mey Shilo’ah 
(Chasidut)) and of R.Leibele Eger (both were disciples 
of R.Mendele Kotzker), whom he succeeded in 
1888 (some say he was a peer of R.Leibele). 

At this stage there were 50,000 Jews in Eretz Yis- 
rael (see 564IM88I, 5675\I9I5), and 1 million Jews 
in the U.S.A. (see 5641 \l 8 8I.5675M9 15, and5648\ 1888). 


5663 


49 Jews were killed, 500 were injured, and many 
houses were destroyed (2,000 Jewish families 
were said to be left homeless) in Kishinev (Moldova 

— Romanian: Chisinau — then Russia), in a pogrom (see 
5668\ 1907) which began with a blood libel — in 
Nissan, around Pesach-time (also Easter) as usual 

— and was further incited by hateful newspaper 
attacks. Russian officials openly supported the 
perpetrators of the pogrom as a means of divert¬ 
ing public attention from the country's ferment¬ 
ing revolution (see 5641\1881, 5665\1905). 
Eight Jews were killed in Homel (Gomel, Russia) in 


Living in the Year 1900 


Aiuch HaShulchan (R.Yechi'el Epstein) 

1829, 

1908. 

Stlei Chemed (R.Chaim Chizkyah Mdini) 

1832:, 

<11904. 

Ben Ish Chai (R.Yosef Chaim Al-Chakkam) 

1833:, 

1909. 

Chafetz Chaim (R. Yisrael Meir Kagan) 

b 1838, 

(11933. 

Darkci Teshuva (R.Tzvi Hirsch Shapira) 

1845:, 

1913. 

'Sfass Emess' (of Gur) 

b 1847, 

(11905. 

R.Chaim Brisker 

1853, 

1918. 

Rogatchover Gaon (R. Yosef Rozin) 

b 1858, 

(1.1936. 

Torah Jemima (R.Bamch Epstein) 

I860, 

1942. 

Kaf HaChayim - R.Yaakov Chaim (Sofer) 

6.1870, 

(1.1939. 

Chazon Ish - R.Avraham Yeshaya Karclitz 

b 1878, 

(1.1953. 

R.Mcir Shapiro - Daf Yomi 

6.1887, 

d. 1934. 

R.Shlomo Yosef ZCVUI - Talmud Encyclopedia 1 890, 

(1.1978. 

Balia Sali [Praying Father] R.Ylsroel Abudiatzcira h. 1890, 

(1.1984. 

See also chart ' ‘Noteworthy Contemporaries’' page 3 11 


a pogrom in Elul. Thirty-six of the Jews who fought 
in self defense were charged with committing a 
pogrom against Russian citizens. 

- - 5664 ! 9 03 — 

Marcus Jastrow — a Polish Conservative-progres¬ 
sive scholar (see 5645\ 1885), and author of an 
Aramaic-English dictionary (popular for decades 
among English speaking Talmud students) — 
died in Tishrei 5664\ 1903, in the U.S.A. 

- - 5664 1904 — 

Adm.R.Chananyah Yom Tov Lipa Teitelbaum (see 
5643\ 1883) died in Shvat, and was succeeded by 
his sons, Adm.R.Chaim Tzvi — author of Atzei 
Chayim, who was rabbi and Rebbe (Admur, Tzadik j 
in Sighet (Marmaros- Sziget, N.W.Rumania) — and 
Adm.R.Yoel(ish) —who later (see 5688\ 1928) be¬ 
came rabbi and Admur — in Satmar (Szatmamemeti, 
Satu Mare province, N.W.Rumania). 

R.Yaakov Chaim (Soffer) of Baghdad, author of Caf 
HaChayim (on ShulchanAruch), settled in Eretz Yisrael. 

- - 5665 I9O5 —~— 

The ‘Sfass Emess' died. 

The Sfass Emess — Adm.R.Yehuda Leib Alter of 
Gur, author of Sfat Emet ( Chasidut ; and separate Chi- 
dushim) — had maintained regular contact with 
his followers (Chasidim) fighting at the front (who 
even sent him letters containing Torah discus¬ 
sion) in the Russian war with Japan. He died on 
the 5th Shvat, and was succeeded by his son, 
Adm.R.Avraham Mordechai. 

Many Jews were killed in (official) Russian pogroms 

Russia — having just lost a war with Japan — was 
stirring with revolutionary agitation. The last Czar 
(Nicholas II) was forced to establish a parliament, and 
it suited government officials and Czarist support¬ 
ers to divert the attention of the masses through 
anti-Jewish incitement (see 5663 \ 1903). 

As a result almost 700 (sanctioned) pogroms were 
carried out against the Jews — and more than 
800 Jews were killed — over the course of less 
than two years (see 5666\1906). 

25 Jews were killed in Zhitomir in Nissan (includ¬ 
ing 10 who were killed on their way from another 
town to help fight). 120 Jews were killed in 
Yekaterinoslav (Dnepropetrovsk) in Tishrei 5666\ 1905, 
40 were killed in Simferopol (Crimea, S.W Russia), 50 in 
Rechitsa (Russia), and 300 Jews were killed in Odessa. 
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-®- 5666 1906 -**- 

70 Jews were killed — and 70 were seriously 
injured — in a pogrom (see 5665\1905) in 
Bialystok (then Russia) in Sivan. 30 Jews were killed 
in Shedlitz (Siedlice, Russia) in Elul. 

R.Yosef Engel — who wrote many works on 
Halacha and Kabbala — became rabbi in Cracow. 


-— 5668 1907 - 

30 Jews were killed — and 250 women and chil¬ 
dren were abducted — in tribal riots in 
Casablanca (Morocco). 

19 Jews were killed in a pogrom (see 5665\ 1905) 
in Kishinev (Russia) in Cheshvan (see 5663\ 1903). 


5669 1909 


R.Shmuel Salant — Chief Rabbi of the Ashkenazim 
in Yerushalayim, whereJaeJaadJjved for almost 70 


of his 93 years — died i 
by R.Chaim Berlin. Sin 
layim in 1841, he saw th 



d was succeeded 
rival in Yerusha- 
community grow 


from 500 people to 30,000 (see 5660\ 1900,5675\ 1915). 

The city of Tel Aviv was founded as a suburb of 
Yaffo (Jaffa) (see 3342\-419). 


--- 5670 1910 -—- 

Adm.R.Avraham of Sochatchev (Poland) — son-in- 
law of R. Mendel of Kotzk, and author of Eglei Tal 
and Avnei Nezer (Halacha, Sh’elot UTeshuvot) — died on 

the 11th Adar-i. 


-— 5671 I 9 H -**- 

Chason Ish was published. 

R.Avraham Yeshayahu Karelitz — the Chazon 
Ish (see 5714\1953) — anonymously published 
the first volume of Chazon Ish (on Shulchan Aruch). 
On extremely weak evidence Menachem Mendel 
Beilis was accused of murder — in a blood libel in 
Kiev (then Russia) — and was imprisoned for two years. 
This raised an international outciy — he was later 
given a trial (in 1913), and subsequently freed. 

- - 5672 1912 —**— 

An organization (political in nature) was formed 
— to maintain and strengthen Jews in the ad¬ 
herence to Halacha (see 5638 \ 1878 — because 
of the eroding influences of the reformers, 
assimilationists, socialists and Yidishists (see 


5658 \1897). The organization — Agudat Yis- 
rael, which was founded in the month of Sivan 
at a conference in Kattowitz (Silesia, a region be¬ 
tween Poland and Germany) — included the Ortho¬ 
dox communities of Germany and Hungary, as 
well as the Halacha-observant Jews of Poland, 
Russia, and Lithuania. The conference was 
opened by the Chafetz Chaim (a revered Torah 
leader), and was supported by (see 5674\ 1914) 
such notables as R.Chaim Brisker and the Ad- 
mur (Rebbe ‘Tzadik’) of Gur (see 5674\1913). 

--- 5674 1913 --- 

Adm.R.Tzvi Hirsch Shapira — a great grandson of 
the Bnei Yissachar and a disciple of the Divrei 
Chaim (Tzanzer) who was rabbi and Rebbe (Admur, 
Tzadik’) in Munkatch (Munkacevo, Austrian Hungary, near 
Galicia) — was author of Darkei Teshuva (commentary 
and update on the Yoreh De’a section of Shulchan Aruch) and 
Be’er LaChay Ro’i (commentary on Tikkunei Zohar). He 
was opposed to Hungarian Halacha-observant 
Jews joining the Agudat Yisrael (see 5672\1912) 
(not to be influenced by the modernity of the Ger¬ 
man contingent). He died on the 16th Tishrei (2nd 
day of Sukkot) and was succeeded by his son 
Adm.R.Chaim Elazar, who was vehemently op¬ 
posed to the recent settlement of Eretz Yisrael, 
and was involved in many controversies (includ¬ 
ing some with other Chasidic Rebbes (Admurim)). 

— 5674 I 9 I 4 - 

R.Yitzchak HaLevi Rabinowitz (of Lithuania) — 
rabbi of Hamburg, and author of Dorot HaRishonim 

(exhaustively erudite — if cumbersome and emotive — defence of 
classical-traditional Jewish history) — had been one of the 

motivators for the formation of Agudat Yisrael (see 
5672\ 1912), and he died on the 20th Iyar. 

Over500,000Jewish soldiers / ' 

fought in World War I. 

Germany declared war on Russia 
on Tisha B’Av, which marked the TWCf 
opening of the Eastern European front of 
World War I (The Great War — "to end all wars"), during 
which some 400,000 Russian Jews and over 
100,000 German Jews were drafted. 

Some 12,000 Jewish German soldiers were 
killed during the four year war, and many more 
Russian Jews were killed in the upheavals that 
rocked that country over the next seven years 
(see 5677\ 1917, 5678\l 918, 5680\ 1920). 

50,000 Jews served as soldiers in the English 
armies, suffering heavy casualties (10,000). 
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When the Russians suffered defeat and losses, 
they sought to blame the Jews, as the front 
battle-lines passed through densely Jewish 
populated areas. Many were accused of trea¬ 
son and espionage, and tens of thousands were 
sent to the Russian interior. All Jews were ex¬ 
pelled from towns near the front line, and print¬ 
ing in Hebrew characters — which included Yid¬ 
dish — was prohibited. This effectively silenced 
the Yiddish newspapers — the major source of 
information for most Jews there — blacking- 
out vital precautionary information on military 
clashes near populated areas. 

Germany and Austria conquered territory with 
a total Jewish population of over 2,250,000. 

33 Jews were killed as the invading German army 
set fire to the Jewish section of Kalisch (Poland). 


5675 » I915 


Of the 85,000 Jews living in Eretz Yisrael at 
this stage (see 5660\l90i 


rule of (Ottoman) Turks 
man side of the war — 



25) — under the 
ere on the Ger- 
nds died of star¬ 


vation during the war, and many left. 

There were approximately 3,250,000 Jews in 
the U.S.A. (see 5660U900, 5685\ 1925) — who 
raised very substantial sums of money to as¬ 
sist the Jews in Russia, the occupied areas of 
the war, and in Eretz Yisrael. 

Leo Frank had been charged with murder, based 
on flimsy evidence . He was lynched (killed) by an 
anti-Semitic mob in Georgia (U.S.A), in Elul. 


--- 5677 1917 --- 

Widespread strikes and street demonstrations 
in Russia crippled the authority of the Czar 
(Nicholas II) who was forced to resign. For a few 
months the country was ruled by a (White) pro¬ 
visional government, which abolished most of 
the discriminatory restrictions against the Jews, 
including the abolishment of the Pale of Settle¬ 
ment (see 5551\1791). This government failed 
to gain full control, and the (Red) communist Bol¬ 
sheviks seized power, plunging Russia into a 
civil war — which lasted until 1921 — in which 
the Jews suffered many attacks (see 5678U9I8, 
5679\I9I8, 5679U9I9, 5680U920). 


and became the beginning of a new direction in 
the traditional education of women and girls. 
The British — who were also in the Middle East¬ 
ern front of World War I — had just announced 
(in the ‘Balfour Declarationj that they supported 
the Zionist concept of a national country (see 
5655\ 1895) for the Jews in Eretz Yisrael. 

In what has become known as history’s last great 
mounted charge (an already outdated military tac¬ 
tic), the Australian 4th Light Horse Brigade — in a 
stunning achievement — re-captured the town and 
the water wells of Beersheeba on 15th Cheshvan. 
The British captured Tel Aviv and Yaffo (Jaffa) from 
the Turkish (Ottoman) Empire (see 5276\ 1516) 
at the beginning of Kislev, and the Jews — who 
had been expelled by the Turks — returned. The 
British then captured Yerushalayim. 

50,000 Jews were left homeless (according to 
some) when a fire destroyed much of Salonika 
(Greece). This, along with subsequent govern¬ 
ment restrictions and other hardships, caused 
many of them to leave the country. 

-5678 I918 -**- 

Over 60,000Jews were killed during the Russian 
Revolution. 

The Ukrainians (under Simon Petlyura, see 7th 
Tammuz 5701\ 1941) established their inde¬ 
pendence from Russia which was in the throes 
of a civil war, and the Jews were massacred in 
pogroms (see 5408 \ 1648) for over two years, by 
troops from both sides (White and Red), national¬ 
ists, and peasant bands. 

Over 525 communities were attacked, 60,000 
Jews were killed, and many times that number 
were wounded (see 5679U9I9, 5680U920). 

90 Jews were killed in Nissan in NovgorodSeversk 
(Ukraine), in an anti-Jewish attack by the Red Russian 
army — while retreating from the Germans. 

R.Chaim Brisker (see 5652\1892) died on the 
21st of Av. 


— 5679 1918 —**— 

70 Jews were killed in Lvov (Lemberg, Poland) in a 
pogrom in Kislev 5679\ 1918, by Polish soldiers 
fighting the Ukrainians (see 5678\1918) for 
control of the region (eastern Galicia). 


--- 5678 1917 -**- 

When Sarah Schenirer started a small school 
called Bais Yaakov, to teach girls traditional Jew¬ 
ish studies — in Cracow (Poland) — it grew rapidly, 


--- 5679 I 9 I 9 - 

1,700 Jews were killed in Adar — in a four hour 
pogrom by the Ukrainian Nationalists (see 
5678\1918) — in Proskurov (Ukraine), and 80 
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Jews were killed in Zhitomir (Ukraine). 

35 Jews were executed — in the month of Nis¬ 
san, by the Polish — in Pinsk (then Poland), on 
dubious allegations, and two Jews were killed 
in a pogrom in Kalisch (Poland). 

700 Jews of Cherkassy (Ukraine) were killed by Cos¬ 
sacks in pogroms in Iyar, and 250 were later killed 
by the White Russian Army in Av. 

400 Jews were killed by peasant bands in a pogrom 
in Trostyanets (Ukraine) in Iyar (see 5678\ 1918); 317 
were killed (in another pogrom) in Zhitomir (Ukraine); 
170 in Tulchin (Ukraine); and 80 Jews were killed by 
Polish troops in Vilna (then Poland). 

40 Jews were massacred in Bugoslav (Ukraine) 
by the White Russian Army on the 30th Av. 

36 Jews of Kiev (Ukraine) were executed by 
Petlyura’s Ukrainian army in Elul, and 1,500 
Jews were killed by the White Russian army, in 
a pogrom in Fastov (Ukraine). 


5680 


Adm.R.David (ben Y 
5597\ 1837) died onthi 


1Q19 


of Skvira (see 
slev 5680\ 1919, 


in Kiev (Ukraine-Russia) — where he had moved with 
his whole family, because of the pogroms and 
unrest in the other parts of the Ukraine — and 
many of his family died in the same year. 


-**- 5680 1920 -**- 

Arab nationalists attacked many of the new Jew¬ 
ish settlements in northern Eretz Yisrael in Adar 
(see 5638\1878), and a number of defenders 
were killed — eight of them at Tel Chai — in¬ 
cluding Yosef Trumpeldor, a decorated (Jewish) 
Russian officer who had come to assist in the 
defense. 5 Jews were killed in Nissan during 
Pesach, in an Arab attack in Yerushalayim. 
Although there were a high proportion of Jews in 
the early leadership of communist Russia (see 
5658 \ 1897) — almost half of the Red Army offic¬ 
ers were Jewish — there was an ideological com¬ 
mitment among many of these leaders to eradi¬ 
cate the distinctiveness of Jews, exceeding their 
major assault on all religion. A special govern¬ 
ment ‘Jewish section’ had been established (the 
Yevesektzia) — which used the assistance of the 
police and the dreaded internal security forces 
— to close down synagogues and all places of Jew¬ 
ish learning. Religious observance was singled 
out for particularly cruel and venomous suppres¬ 
sion, and rabbis, Shochtim (ritual slaughterers), and 
teachers risked their lives to fulfill their com¬ 
munal religious obligations (see 5684\l 924, 
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5687U927, 5693\I933, Av 5704W944). 

Halacha-observant Jews were also totally destabi¬ 
lized economically — because of the new economic 
laws, and economic order of Communism. 
Adm.R.Shalom Dov Ber of Lubavitch (see 5643\ 

1882) had to leave the shtetl of Lubavitch (Russia) 

— late in 1915, as a result of World War 1, and 
the revolution — and he settled in Rostov (Russia). 

He had established a yeshiva in Hevron in 1911, 
based on the particular Chassidic style of the ye¬ 
shiva he had established (in 5657\ 1897) in Lubav¬ 
itch. He died on the 2nd Nissan, and was suc¬ 
ceeded by his only son, Adm.R. Yosef Yitzchak, who 
immediately continued and expanded his activi¬ 
ties, assisting Jews of Russia who were desper¬ 
ate in religious and economic needs — millions 
of Russians had died of starvation by the time 
the civil war ended, with the Bolshevik Commu¬ 
nists victorious. (The population of Petrograd 
(S.Petersburg, Leningrad) had fallen from 2.5 million in 
1917 to 0.6 in 1920.) 

The British took formal control of Eretz Yisrael in 
Iyar (see 5678\1917), under the authority of the 
internationally endorsed Palestine Mandate. 

A newly established council (Rabbanut) of Yerusha¬ 
layim invited R. Avraham Yitzchak Kook — return¬ 
ing to Eretz Yisrael after six-years of the war — to 
be Av Beit din and (the first) Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 
of Eretz Yisrael. This council was opposed by R. Yosef 
Chaim Sonnenfeld — a disciple of the Ktav Sofer — 
and by R. Yitzchak Yerucham Diskin, because secu¬ 
lar Zionists were involved in its formation. They 
subsequently established their own council, which 
became known as Eda HaCharedit. 

4,000 Jews were killed by armed bands in a 
pogrom in Tetiyev (Ukraine). 

R. David AbiChatzira was killed by a canon shot 
in Morocco. 

--- 5681 1921 -- 

47 Jews were killed in Arab riots in Yaffo (Jaffa) in 
Nissan (seeAdar5680\l920); 4 Jews were killed while 
defending Petach Tikva from an Arab attack. 

R.Shraga Faivel Mendelovitz — who had settled in 
the U.S.A. in 1913 — became Rosh Yeshiva in New 
York where he was active in attempts to reassert 
the traditional study of Torah in the U.S.A. 

--- 5682 1922 —**— 

Mordechai Kaplan — bom in Vilna and emigrated 
to the U.S.A. with his family (at age eight) in 1889 

— was a Halacha-observant rabbi when he was a 
founder of a major Orthodox organization. He later 
became a leading and highly influential Conserva- 
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tive lecturer and scholar (see 5645U885), and also 
founder of Reconstructionism. It is claimed that he 
introduced the bat-mitzva ceremony, which he per¬ 
formed for his daughter in the congregation he had 
established. The ceremony — postponed for six 
months, because there was no congregation which 
would allow it — was eventually held on Wednes¬ 
day the 15th Adar (Shushan Purim). (Some claim [Bat Mitzuah, 

Dat Israel U’Medina! Israel, New York, 1951, pp.136-139] that he hod 

heard of a Bat Mitzvah celebration taking place (somewhere) in 
Eastern Europe (in 1902) and was duplicating it in the USA. Others 
cite similar earlier celebrations in France (no time or place given). 
Much has been written in contemporary She’elot Uieshuvot (responsa) 
about this growing custom (in an era when women have been 
granted ‘equality’.) [KoLMeu.2.48/Ser.Esh.2.39.p460/Igg.Mosh. O.C.1.104; 
2.97; 4.36/Yab.Om.6.29. q.Benlsh Chai/I2LEL Voll8.33]). 


5684 » 1923 


DafHaYomi stutly cycle commenced. 

R.Meir Shapira — a leading rabbi in Poland known 
as the Lubliner Rav, ar 


the Polish parliament - 
of studying one two-side 



er (for a while) of 
ited the practice 
f Talmud per day, 


in a system called Daf HaYomi (the daily page), which 
began on Rosh HaShana 5684\ 1923. The cycle lasts 
approximately seven years. (2,750 pages - 365 days = 7.46 
years; however the Jewish lunar year is shorter.) 


5684 1924 


Yevesektzia (see 5680\ 1920) — and he moved to Len¬ 
ingrad (Petrograd, S.Petersburg ), where he continued his 
secret work (see 5687\1927). 

--- 5685 w 1925 -~- 

There were approximately 120,000 Jews in Eretz 
Yisrael at this stage (see 5675U9I5, 5689\ 1929), and 
4,500,000 Jews in the U.S.A. (see 5675\ 1915) — the 
largest Jewish community in the world, and the 
largest single ethnic group in the U.S.A. (although 
much greater numbers of non-Jewish immigrants 
arrived from Italy alone, over the same years.) 
R.Menachem Kasher — a disciple of Adm. 
R.Avraham of Sochatchev and author of Torah 
Sheleima (encyclopedic collection of Talmud and Midrash on the 
passages of the Chumash (Bible)), among other (encyclopedic) 
works — settled in Yerushalayim, where he was 
Rosh Yeshiva in the yeshiva established by the Imrey 
Emess, Adm.R.Avraham Mordechai of Gur. 

The (original) yeshiva of Slobodka (Russia) was 
transferred to Eretz Yisrael, in Hevron. 

R.Isser Zalman Meltzer became a Rosh Yeshiva in 
Yerushalayim where he settled. He was a disciple 
of R.Chaim Brisker and the Chafetz Chaim; au¬ 
thor of Even HaEzel (on Yad HaChazaka of the Ram- 
bam); and Rosh Yeshiva in Slutzk (Russia). 

--- 5687 1927 - 

Soviets released Lubavitcher Rebbe from prison. 


Adm.R.Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch had organized 
a mass underground network of Jewish religious 
institutions in Russia (see 5680\ 1920), and when 
any melamed (teacher), Shochet (ritual slaughterer) or rabbi 
was arrested for this work, the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s 
followers (Chassidim) were prepared to replace them 
— at great personal risk. He was forced 
to leave Rostov (Russia) — by internal se¬ 
curity forces, instigated by the 



Living in the Year 1920 




Adm.R.Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch was arrested 
on the 15th Sivan by the communist regime — for 
his “underground” organization of religious activ¬ 
ity (see 5684\ 1924) — he was abused, tortured 
(see 5710\ 1950), and sentenced to death without 
a trial, which raised an international outciy. 

He was given notice of release on the 12th Tam- 
muz (his 47th birthday), and expelled from Soviet 
Russia. He settled in Riga (Latvia), but even from a 
distance he did not cease his “underground” or¬ 
ganizing — although restricted to providing long¬ 
distance guidance and funds. 


Chafetz Chaim (11.Yisrael Mcir Kagan) 

1838, 

1933. 

Rogatchover Gaon (R.Yosef Rozin) 

1)1858, 

<1.1936. 

Torah Temima (R.Bamch Epstein) 

1860, 

1942. 

Kaf HaChayim - R.Yaakov Chaim (Sofer) 

b.1870, 

d.1939. 

Chazon Ish - RAvraliam Yesliaya Karelitz 

1 1878, 

(1.1953. 

ll.Mcir Shapiro - Daf Yomi 

b.1887, 

cl. 1934. 

R.Shlomo Yosef Zcvin - Talmud Encyclopedia 1890, 

d. 1978. 

Baba Sali [Praying Father] R.Yisrocl Abudintzcim />. f 890, 

d. 1984. 

See also chart ‘ ‘Noteworthy Contemporaries' ' page 311 

h - T 


—5688 1928 —**— 

Adm.R.Yoel Teitelbaum (see 5664\1904) was ap¬ 
pointed rabbi (amid opposition) in Satmar (Szat- 
mamemeti, Satu Mare province, N.WRumania). A conflict en¬ 
sued, and his supporters prevailed after six years. 

--- 5689 1929 - 

There were 150,000 Jews in Eretz Yisrael at 
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this stage (see 5685M925, 5699M939). 

Many were killed in a clergy-incited Arab pogrom 
(see 568I\I92I) — 60 in Hevron, where the commu¬ 
nity was destroyed (see 5696\1936) and survivors 
moved to Yerushalayim (see 5680\I920, 5685\I925). 
After seven years of paralysis, Franz Rosenzweig 
— a German Jew who had become interested in 
Judaism, after almost converting to Christianity — 
died (at the age of 43). After a fifteen-year search 
for a meaningful Jewish expression, he arrived 
at a full observance of Halacha. His works of those 
years had a major impact on (German-Jewish) 
secular-oriented scholars. 

Adm.R.YosefYitzchak of Lubavitch 
visited Eretz Yisrael and the 
U.S.A. — to encourage re¬ 
ligious observance (see 
5641\ 1881) and to collect 
funds. He arrived on Elul 
12th — just weeks before 
the great Wall Street stock-mar 
ket crash of 25 th Tish 
29th, 1929). He spent tei 
—visited eight major cit: 

the President (Hobverj 




ter 

s in the U.S.A. 
Lad audience with 
uefore he returned 



to Europe and later settled in Warsaw. 


A 


V 


Living in the Year 1930 

Chafetz Chaim (R.Yisrael Meir Kagan) 

1838, 

1933. 

Rogatchover Gaon (R. Yosef Rozin) 

b 1858, 

r/1936. 

Torah Temima (R.Barueh Epstein) 

I860, 

1942. 

Kaf HaChayilll - R.Yaakov Chaim (Sofcr) 

6.1870, 

r/,1939. 

Chazon Ish - R.Avraham Yeshaya Karclitz 

h 1878, 

d 1953. 

R.Meir Shapiro - Daf Yomi 

6.1887, 

d 1934. 

R.ShIoniO Yosef Zevill - Talmud Encyclopedia 

6.1890, 

d 1978. 

Balia Sali [Praying Father] R.YisrodAbudiatzeira B.1890, 

d 1984 

See also chart "Noteworthy Contemporaries" page 31 ijj 


—»— 5694 - 1934 —»— 

25 Jews were killed, and many were wounded 
in attacks by the (French-incited) Muslim popu¬ 
lation of Constantine (Algeria). The attacks ceased 
when the Jews organized a resistance. 

--- 5695 1935 --- 

R.Avraham Yitzchak Kook (see 5680\ 1920) — au¬ 
thor of many works, who was considered a philoso¬ 
pher and a mystic — died on 3rd Elul. He had nar¬ 
rowed the sphere of his influence as Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi of Yerushalayim (and Eretz Yisrael) by some 
of his politically unpopular opinions. 

On December 25, 5696\1935, the head 
of the Liberal (Reform) Rabbis Association 
in the city of Offenbach (Germany) ordained 
a woman (Regina Jonas) to serve as a rabbi. 

5696 1936 —~— 

18 Jews were killed in Arab riots in Tel Aviv in Nis¬ 
san (see 5689\ 1929) — strikes, terror and unrest 
continued for three years — called “the Arab Revolt” 
(against Jewish immigration (see 5699M939)). 

A total of almost 500 Jews were killed, despite well 
organized Hagana (Jewish-defense) units. The Jew¬ 
ish community of recently resettled Hevron (see 
5689\ 1929) ceased to exist again. 

Nevertheless, some 60,000 Jews entered Eretz Yis¬ 
rael (legally and illegally) during those three years 
(164,000 had arrived in the previous 3 years). 
Three Jews were killed and 60 wounded in a 
pogrom in Przytyk (Poland). 

Two Jews were killed in a bomb attack in 
Timisoara (Temesvar, then Rumania). 


5698 w 1938 


--- 5693 ^ 1933 --- 

R.Yechezk’el Abramsky, author of Chazon Yech- 
ezk’el (commentary on Tosephta), had been released 
after two of years of hard labor (see 5680\ 1920) 
in Soviet Russia. He was permitted to leave and 
he settled in London, where he became a very 
influential rabbi. 

The Nazis — a virulently anti-Jewish, extreme right- 
wing political party, led by Adolph Hitler — came to 
power in Germany on the 3rd Shvat. The 500,000 
Jews of Germany (see 5699 \ 1939) began to suffer 
immediate hardships (economic sanctions, ar¬ 
rests, torture, and in some cases murder). 

The Chafetz Chaim died on the 24th Elul. 


The Jews were attacked in many cities of Poland 
during this year. 

The five day (forty-hour) worki ng we ek 
was introduced in 
the U.S.A. —other 
countries fol¬ 
lowed later. 

This allowed for 
increased levels 
of Shabbat observance 
in the industrialized West¬ 
ern countries (see 5641\ 1881). 

On the 7th Tammuz, delegates of 32 countries met 
in Evian (France, near Swiss border on Lake Geneva) — at the 
request of the U.S. President (Franklin D. Roosevelt) — to 
facilitate Jewish emigration from Germany and Aus- 
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tria, and solve the growing refugee problem. All del¬ 
egates expressed sympathy for the refugees, yet 
all countries (except for the Dominican Republic) 
offered excuses for not accepting refugees. Later 
(in 1939 and 1940) a bill to admit 20,000 Jewish 
refugee children was defeated in the U.S. Senate. 
All Jews of foreign origin were expelled from 
Italy in Elul (by the extreme right wing government of Mussolini, 
who had been in power since 1922). 


5699 ^1938 


Jews were attacked in the 
Kristallnacht pogroms in Germany. 

The Nazi government of Germany in¬ 
cited a massive series of countiy- 
wide pogroms, which swept through 
Germany and Austria on the 
night of the 1 6th Cheshvan. 
36 Jews were killed — and 
many hundreds took their 
- 30,000 were ar- 


ow 

rest 

(prison) cai 


nt tO CONCENTRATION 

ynagogues — and 


over 1,000 private Jewisn properties — were com¬ 
pletely destroyed. Hundreds of Torah scrolls were 
desecrated and destroyed — over 60 in the cities of 
Bamberg and Darmstadt alone — and many Jew¬ 
ish cemeteries were ruined. 

The pogrom was called Kristallnacht because of 


all the broken glass. 

—■- 5699 ^ 1939 -— 

In Shvat Hitler indicated that there would be a 
war, and that all the Jews of Europe would be 
exterminated. 

There were over 400,000 Jews in Eretz Yisrael 
(see 5689M929, 5696\I936, 5709\I949) — when the 
British Government announced their new poli¬ 
cies for Eretz Yisrael (called "the White Paper”), which 
restricted Jewish immigration (see 5696M936) to 
10,000 a year, and also restricted the ability of 
Jews to buy land there. 

A German ship arrived in Cuba with 1,000 Jews 
fleeing Europe, but they were not permitted to 
disembark, and no country would agree to accept 
them. They eventually returned to Europe — only 
287 were survivors of World War II. 

300,000 German Jews had left the country — 
since the Nazi rise to power (see 5693\I933) — 
when the German troops started World War II 
by invading Poland on the 17th Elul. 55,000 
had gone to Eretz Yisrael; 70,000 to England 
and France; and 65,000 to the U.S.A. 

Over 100,000 Jews had left Austria since the 
Nazi-German annexation in Adar -2 5698\ 
1938, and 66,000 had remained. 10,000 had 
gone to Eretz Yisrael, 30,000 to England, and 
28,000 to the U.S.A. 

[5699\1939 continued in Chapter 15a.]. jUyo 
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Chapter 15 , 

The Melaktim & the Current Era. 

Chapter 15 a — The Holocaust. 

Jewish Year Secular Year 


5699 

Germany started Wored War II, and mass killing of Jews . 

1939 

5701 


Nazi-Germany unexpectedly invaded Russia. 

1941 

5701 


200,000 Jews were killed at Babi Yar and Ponary. 

1941 

5702 

400,000 Jews of Warsaw were sent to DEATH CAMPS. 

1942 

5703 

Nazi 

-Germany experienced massive losses in the battle of Stalingrad. 

1943 

5703 

The Remaining Jews in Warsaw Staged aMassive Uprising. 

1943 

5703 


Jewish uprisings at Trcblinka, Sobibor, and Bialystock. 

1943 

5703 

The Danish people quietly rescued 93 % of their Jews to safety. 

1943 

5704 

300,000 Hungarian Jews were killed in 3 months. 

1944 

5705 


Uprising in Auschwitz DEATH CAW just before freedom. 

1944 

5705 

Nazi-Germany was conquered, and World War II ended. 

1945 

5705 

6 , 0 ' 


1945 

mb EWS WERE KILLED BY THE NAZIS DURING THE WAR. 



r 15 b — The Independent State of Israel. 


5707 


-- 

Publication of the Talmud Encyclopedia was commenced. 

1947 

5708 


The United Nations divided Eretz Yisrael. 

1947 

5708 


Arabs attacked in Eretz Yisrael, to gain territory. 

1947 

5708 

The State of Israel Was Established in Eretz Yisrael. 

1948 

5708 

Eretz Yisrael was invaded by many Arab countries. 

1948 

5709 

The "War of Indcpcndcncc ,/ (in Eretz Yisrael) ended. 

1949 

5710 


All Jews left the ancient Jewish community of Iraq. 

1950 

5710 


Almost all Jews of Yemen emigrated to Eretz Yisrael. 

1950 

5717 

Jewish forces invaded Egypt and conquered the Sinai Desert. 

1956 

5727 

Yerushaiayim Re-united Under Jewish Rule, in Six-Day-War. 

1967 

5734 


2,500 Jewish soldiers were killed in the Yom-Kippur-War. 

1973 

5742 


Massive enemy arsenals were discovered in Lebanon. 

1982 

5753 


A secret agreement signed in Oslo. 

1993 

5754 


The Last Lubavitcher Rebbe died. 

1994 

Chapter 15 c— The Post-Holocaust Era. 

-- 

5756 


Yitzchak Rabin was assassinated. 

1995 

5760 

Court rules that Revisionist Historians are Nazi sympathizers 

2000 

5761 

Terrorism against America explodes into aWorld War (III) 

2001 

5763 

Jewish astronaut with Torah scroll in fiery return from space. 

2003 
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Section IV 

UNIVERSAL DISPERSION 


Chapter 15 

The Melaktim & the Current Era 

- - xo c- 


The fifteenth Chapter (Tekufa) in Jewish history 
covers the history of our time. 

The title ‘The Current Era” is dominated by (1) the Holocaust, and (2) 
the establishment of an autonomous Jewish state in the Holy Land of 
Eretz Yisrael. In the frame of this work, it should also be called The 
Melaktim — “The Collectors ”—for the many authors and works of com¬ 
prehensive (and often encyclopedic) Torah material — collections of law 

ar ", __ — often one subject spanning a number of volumes (and 

is in the English laguage.) However it is too early to estab- 
t) those who will leave a permanent mark on history, 
rars however, that — with almost engineered precision of 


m 
lis 
It 

timing — another new dimension is unfolding — The Post-Holocaust. 


We witness signs of depletion, strains of weariness and fatigue, that 
begin to replace what was — for fifty years — a deep sub-conscious 
“national hysteria” of rebuilding. Rebuilding institutions, great learning 
houses, and dynasties, existing in pre-war Europe; re-populating the 
statistics of a nation been butchered; building a nation powerful enough 
to rank in the international listings of research, medicine, military 
prowess, economics and invention — without mentioning the personal 
achievements of many holocaust survivors. 


Almost engraved in the calendar is the year 5755\l 995, 
as a turning point on many fronts. 

♦♦♦ political leaders in Eretz Yisrael were negotiating compromises within themselves; 
♦♦♦ post-Zionism introduced into Jewish schools curricula faulting and even accusing those 
who established a Jewish refuge — homeland and then state — in “Arab" land; 

*** a timidity for demands that Arab schools cease the teachings of hate against Jews — 
the holiness of murder and the heroism of suicide martydom; 

♦♦♦ some began to view the Israel Defense Forces as an institution to avoid; 

♦♦♦ Observant Jews were also finding disillusioned children in their homes and schools; 
the panorama ofJewish landscape was levelled of leaders; 

Holocaust-denial gained respectability; 

♦♦♦ and not the least our natural gravitation towards 
convenience over committment. 
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15 a — The Holocaust 


Chapter 15a — 


[5699\ 1939 is continued from chapter 14c.]. 

--- 5699 ^ 1939 

Germany started World War II, and 
mass killings of Jews. 

The following chronology is not comprehensive 
— it is but a list of incidents — incidents that 
serve to illustrate, and incidents that can be 
placed in a chronological context. 

The Germans started World War II by 
invading Poland on the 17th Elul. 
They massacred Jews in their con¬ 
quests. In Chestochova (Czestochowa) 
~^^(see Tammuz 5703M943) they killed sev¬ 
eral hundred Jews on the 19th Elul. On the 25th 
Elul they set afire a syr orr ^ ml ° in Bendin (Bedzin) 


— the fire spread to th< 
and no Jews were perrr 
eral hundred perished i 


Icwish section — 
escape alive. Sev- 
: (as was the case 
in similar incidents elsewhere). 

The beginning of the war marked the beginning 
of the campaign to kill all the Jews in Europe (see 
Shvat 5699\l 939). An estimated 6,000,000 were 
killed during the 6 years of World War II — many 
died of disease and starvation — and the Jews 
were treated in the most hideous ways, many of 
which defy adequate description. 

Russia annexed the eastern part of Poland — 
in accord with a secret agreement with Germany 
(see 27th Sivan 570 I\I94I) — and many Jews in those 
parts of Poland fled eastward into Russia. The 
Soviet Russians prohibited most (organized) Jew¬ 
ish activity (see 5680U920), and many Jews were 
transported further east — deeper into Russia 
— to work camps. This resulted in a larger per¬ 
centage of holocaust survivors among Polish Jews 
who were on the Russian side of Poland (than of 
those who were trapped under Nazi-German 
rule.) Among them was R.Dov Ber Wiedenfeld of 
Tschebin (Trzebinia, Galicia), author of Dovev 
Meisharim (Sh'elot UTeshuvot), who settled in 
Yerushalayim after the War. 


-^- 5700 1939 -^- 

500 Jews were killed in Premyshl (Przemysl, Po¬ 
land) after the Germans captured the town on 
Rosh HaShanah, the 1st of Tishrei. 

Ostrov Mazovyetzka (Poland) became a border town 


The Holocaust 



— between the German and Russian armies 
(see Elul 5699M939) — and the 560 Jews (out of 
7,000) who did not escape to the Russian side 
were killed by the Nazi-German troops on the 
29th Tishrei. 

On the 13th Cheshvan the Nazis began to use 
Polish Jews for slave labor. 

They placed the Jews of Petrokov (Piotrkow, Po¬ 
land) into a ghetto on the 15th Cheshvan. This 
was the beginning of a campaign in which they 
eventually relocated most of Polish Jewry into 
crowded ghettos — mainly in Warsaw, Cracow, 
and Lublin — and as many as 30% died of 
disease and starvation under the consequent 
intolerable conditions. 

-^- 5700 «■» 1940 -^- 

After spending the first months of the war in 
Nazi-occupied Warsaw, Adm.R.Yosef Yitzchak 
of Lubavitch traveled via a dangerous route — 
through Berlin to Latvia (see 5687U 927) — and 
then directly to the U.S.A.. He was met at the 
port by thousands of Jews on the 9th Adar- 2 , 
and within days of his arrival, he had established 
a yeshiva; embarked on a massive educational 
re-orientation program for young and old, which 
included publications in English and Yiddish, 
shi’urim (study sessions) — and founded schools in 
towns outside of New York. 

Although 1,750,000 Jews in the U.S.A. (see 
5675\I9I5, 5685\I925) spoke Yiddish at home [US. 
census, 1940] there was a prevailing notion that 
‘things are different in America’ — with regard to 
the religious observances kept in their coun¬ 
tries of origin (see 5641 \l 881) — and it was this 
attitude that he consciously (and conscien¬ 
tiously) set out to combat. 

He was joined fifteen months later by his son-in- 
law Adm.R.Menachem Mendel Schneersohn (who 
was in conquered Paris, before he escaped). 

The Nazis transported Jews (packed standing 
densely into freight trains) — from one place to 
another, from shtetlach (villages) and 
towns — mostly to ghettos con¬ 
centration camps (for slave labor) g]' _ ' ' > JO® 
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and death camps (where they instituted systematic killing of 
the Jews). The largest death camp was opened on the 
8th Sivan, at Auschwitz (Oswiecim, Poland). This camp 
eventually covered an area of forty square kilome¬ 
ters, and could hold 140,000 prisoners. 2,500,000 
Jews were killed there — and half a million died of 
starvation and disease — during its five-year ex¬ 
istence. 

By the 16th Sivan the Germans had also con¬ 
quered Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium 
and France. ,1* 

—**— 5701 w 1940 —™— 

Several thousand Jews had arrived ‘illegally’ in 
Eretz Yisrael from Rumania, and the British 
determined a policy to deport them (see 
5699\l 939). 1,700 of them were placed on the 
steamer ‘Patria’, which sank on the 24th 
Cheshvan (through miscalculated Jewish po¬ 
litical sabotage), while gtillin t he port of Haifa. 
250 Jews died. 


In Constanta (S.E. Ruman 
tatives looked on 


ament represen- 
aed bands of 


Macedonian refugees confiscated Jewish busi¬ 
nesses on the 13th Kislev 5701 \1940. Those 
who resisted, disappeared — yet the city con¬ 
tinued to serve as an escape port for Jews flee¬ 
ing Europe. 

1,800 Jews of Chelm (Poland) were taken on a 
death march — on the 19th Kislev — and 1,400 
were shot on the way. 

The Imrey Emess, Adm.R.Avraham Mordeehai 
of Gur — who (some estimate) had 250,000 
followers (chasidim), and was the recognized 
leader of Polish Halacha-observant Jewry — 
escaped from Warsaw, and arrived in Eretz Yis¬ 
rael (see 5685M925), (where he had property, 
bought on previous visits). 

-**- 5701 1941 --- 

Many Jews (120) were killed in pogroms in 
Bucharest in Tevet. 

Many Jews (120 - 180) were killed in a mas¬ 
sacre in Baghdad (Iraq) in Sivan, on the first 
day of Shavu’ot. 

The Nazi-Germans had already conquered 
Yugoslavia and Greece at this stage. 

On the 9th Sivan, Jewish property was confis¬ 
cated by the Republic of Croatia — which, to¬ 
gether with Rumania, Hungary and Bulgaria, 
had joined Nazi-Germany — and Jews were 
ordered to wear a yellow badge. 


Nazi-Germany unexpectedly invaded Russia. 

When, on the 27th Sivan, the Nazi-Germans 
suddenly attacked Russia — whom they had 
previously neutralized by signing a peace 
agreement (see Elul 5699U939) — they commit¬ 
ted a decision that almost defied all logical ex¬ 
planation. According to military analysts (then 
and later), the German-Nazis could have held 
their conquests in Europe — for decades, if 
not more — had they not propelled Russia out 
of ‘neutrality’ and into joining the war on the 
side of the Allies (England (and nations in its Empire') 
' — later the U.S.A. — as well as the remnants and refugee 
armies of Poland and France). 

(It also had the affect of emboldening Japan to act — as 
Russia (their long-time foe) became a reduced threat. When 
Japan later attacked the United States many young Jews 
were among those called into active sen/ice.) 

Although this attack on Russia changed the 
eventual direction of the war ("see Shvat 5703\1943), 
and shortened the duration of Nazi rule to five 
years (not decades, as feared) — saving at least 
some survivors of European Jewry, and the sur¬ 
vival of English Jewry — nevertheless, tragi¬ 
cally, in the interim this attack led to the di¬ 
rect decimation of the already oppressed Jew¬ 
ish population (under the Soviet regime) in the 
eastern part of Poland, virtually all of Lithua¬ 
nia, Latvia and western Russia. 

The Nazi- German troops were welcomed with 
flowers by many non-Jewish Lithuanians as 
they entered Vilna. 

35,000 Jews of Vilna were massacred and 
buried at Ponary. 

The Nazis immediately rounded up and began 
killin g 35,000 Jews in the Ponary forest near Vilna, 
and 100,000 were eventually killed there. 

1,000 Jewish men of Augustow (Poland) were 
killed by the Nazis on the 27th Sivan. 

When the Nazis conquered Lithuania within one 
week, the great Yeshivot of Lithuania were 
closed. Some students were among the thou¬ 
sands who escaped eastward (through Russia) 
to Shanghai (China), having received visas from 
the Japanese diplomat Chiune Sugihara who 
continued hand-writing visas —although in¬ 
structed to cease and leave — even as his mov¬ 
ing train was leaving the station. 

The Amshinover Rebbe, Adm.R. Shimon Shalom, 
was an active proponent for the exodus of thou¬ 
sands of bachurim in Mir, Kletzk, Radin, 
Novardok, and other yeshivot to Japan and Shang¬ 
hai at the outbreak of World War II — when there 
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were estimates of some 4,000 students in over 
80 Novardoker yeshivot throughout Poland, (dis¬ 
tinct in the mussar style of R.Yosef Yoizel 
Horowitz, Der Alter of Novardok, discple of 
R.Yisroel Salanter and Der Alter of Kelm). “Reb. 
Shimon Shalom” was an active communal leader 
upon arriving in the east, and is reported to have 
explained to Japanese officials that the German 
(allies of Japan) hated the Jews “because of our 
Oriental origins.” 

Rabbi Eliezer Silver — a disciple of the Rogatchov- 
er Gaon and R.Chaim Ozer Grodzinski (see 
5648\1888, 5649\1889) — as president of the 
Agudath Harabonim of America (where he arrived 
in 1907) spearheaded the effort of their Vaad 
Hatzalah in rescuing as many European Torah 
scholars as possible. He helped save an estimated 
10,000 Jewish lives by raising millions of dollars, 
which he channelled through passport counter¬ 
feiters, smugglers, and Nazi officers. 

Some of the great Lithuanian Talmud scholars 
were killed by the Nazi ing: 

❖ R.Elchanan Wass BHD Rosh Yeshiva of 
Baranowice), 

❖ R.Avraham Yitzchak Bloch and 

❖ R.Azriel Rabinovitz (Roshei Yeshiva, in Telz). 
A number of the great Lithuanian Talmud 
scholars died a natural death during this very 
short period, including: 

❖ R. Shimon Shkop (Rosh Yeshiva in Grodno) who 
had died a year earlier, 

❖ R.Boruch Ber Leibovitz (the Kaminetzer 
Rosh Yeshiva), and 

❖ R.Chaim Ozer Grodzinski — rabbi in Vilna, 
and author of Achi’ezer (Sh’elot UTeshuvot) — had 
both died in this same year. 

A number of the great Lithuanian Talmud 
scholars escaped the war (although some lost 
their families): 

❖ R. Aharon Kotler (Rosh Yeshiva in Kletzk 
(Lithuania)) escaped (via Japan) to the U.S.A., 
and he established a new yeshiva — with great 
success — in Lakewood (NewJersey). 

♦> R. Yosef Kahaneman (rabbi and Rosh Yeshiva 
in Ponevitch (Panevezys, Lithuania)) was overseas 
when the war broke out, and he settled in 
Eretz Yisrael, where he (later) established the 
Ponevitcher yeshiva in Bnei Brak. 

❖ R. Eliezer Yehuda Finkel (Rosh Yeshiva of 
Mir) escaped from war-torn Europe to 
Yerushalayim, where he established a ye¬ 
shiva called Mir. A separate branch of the 
Mir yeshiva which operated in Shanghai dur¬ 
ing the war years was later transferred to 


New York (two years after the war). 

❖ R.Eliyah Meir Bloch was raising funds in the 
U.S.A. (with R.Mordechai Katz) when the war 
broke out, and they founded the yeshiva of Telz 
in Cleveland (U.S.A.) less than half a year after 
the original yeshiva was closed in Lithuania. 
The Jews of Kovno (Kaunus, Lithuania) were massa¬ 
cred by the Lithuanian Nazi-sympathizers on the 
1st Tammuz (see Av 570 I\I94I); 800 Jews were killed 
by invading Rumanian troops in Novoselitsa 
(Bessarabia, Russia) on the 2nd Tammuz, and the Ger¬ 
mans killed over 6,000 Jews of Kovno in the ten 
days following the 3rd Tammuz. 12,000 Jews were 
killed in Jassy (Rumania) by German and Ruma¬ 
nian soldiers in a two-day massacre that started 
on the 3rd Tammuz; 1,000 Jews were burned in 
a synagogue in Bialystok (Poland) on the 3rd 
Tammuz; and 3,300 were killed there (see Av 
5703)1943) in the following two weeks. 

5,000 Jews were killed outside Brisk (Brest- 
Litovsk, Poland-Lithuania) on the 4th Tammuz. 

Many Ukrainians had welcomed the Nazi-Ger¬ 
man invasion, and on the 7th Tammuz the Ger¬ 
mans instigated pogroms in Lvov (Lemberg, Poland) 
and in Borislav (Poland), by reminding the local 
population of the assassination of Petlyura — 
their previous independence leader (see 5678\ 
1918 )—who was killed by a Jew (in 1926). More 
than 2,000 Jews were killed in these pogroms, 
and 3,500 Jews were killed by Ukrainians in 
Zlotchov (Poland) on the 8th Tammuz. 

400 Jews were killed by the German-Nazis in 
Drogobych (Drahavitsch, Ukraine) (see Bui 5702)1942) on 
the 8th Tammuz; 3,000 were killed in a fortress 
outside of Lutzk (Poland) on the 9th Tammuz (see Bui 
5702)1942); and 5,000 Jews were killed in Tamopol 
(Poland) (see lyar 5702\1942) in the following week. 
German and Rumanian troops captured 
Chemovitz (Rumania) from the Russians on the 10th 
Tammuz, and they massacred over 2,000 Jews. 
200 Jews were killed in Chortkov (Czortkow, Po¬ 
land) on the same day, and German and Ruma¬ 
nian troops shot 2,000 Jews in Hotin (Bessarabia, 
Russia) on the 12th Tammuz. 1,200 Jews were 
killed by the Nazis on the outskirts of Slonim 
(then Poland) on the 22nd Tammuz (see Bui 5701)1941). 
3,000 Jews of the port town of Libava (Liepaja, Latvia) 
(see Kislev 5702\I94I) were killed at the lighthouse 
on the 29th Tammuz, and 700 Jews were killed 
outside of Oshmyany (Lithuania) on the 1st Av. 
Many Rebbes (Admurim, Tzadikim’) were killed by 
the Nazis (see Elul 5702)1942), and some escaped 
(see Adar-2 5700\1940, 5701)1940, Tishrei 5704) 1943, Kislev 
5705)1944). Adm.R.Ben Tziyon (ben Shlomo) of 
Bobov (see 5636)1876) was killed on the 4th Av, 
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and his son Adm.R.Shlomo escaped, and suc¬ 
ceeded him — after the war — in the U.S.A. 

The Nazis killed 900 Jews of Vilkovishk (Vilkaviski, 
Lithuania) on the 4th Av; 400 on the 8th Av (Erev 
Tisha BAv); 500 in Kishinev (Bessarabia, Russia) on 
the 1 1th Av; and 3,000 in Ostraha (Ostrog, Poland) 
(see Elul 5701 \l 941). They killed 1,000 Jews of 
Kovno (Kaunus, Lithuania) on the 14th Av (see Tammuz 
5701 \l 941); 1,500 Jews of Zambrov (Poland) were 
killed on the 26th Av (1,000 were killed there 
two weeks later), and 350 Jews were killed in 
the outskirts of Koretz (Poland) (see Sivan 5702W942) 
on the 27th Av. 

1,400 Jews were killed near Tiktin (Tykocin, 
Poland-Lithuania) on the 2nd Elul; 7,000 Jews were 
killed in Marijampole (Lithuania); 2,500 in Ostraha 
(Ostrog, Poland) (see Av 5701 \ l 941, Cheshvan 5702\ 1941) 
on the 9th Elul; 1,700 in Radomyshl (Poland) on 
the 14th; and 9,000 Jews on the outskirts of 
Slonim (then Poland) on the 22nd Elul (see Tammuz 
570 l\l 941). A few who had escaped from the large 
pits into which they wi vn came back to 

the ghetto hospital, but Efl zed by the Nazis, 
returned to the pits, an 
There were 30,000 Je 
before the war, and on the 27th Elul the Nazis 
killed them all — except for those who had fled. 



WS ill Z-/ 


ihitomir (Ukraine) 


-- 5702 1941 -^- 

28,000 Jews of the vicinity of Vinitza (Ukraine) 
were killed there on Rosh HaShanah, most by 
Ukrainian militia — many of whom performed 
their destruction on horseback. 

The methods used by the Nazis for killing Jews 
had not met their desired standards of efficiency 
(see Sivan 5702W942). Accordingly — at this stage — 
they began using poisonous gas in the Auschwitz 
death camp (see Sivan 5700U 940). They also extended 
the camp (by including Birkenau), in order to in¬ 
crease the intake capacity. 

34,000Jews of Kiev massacred anti buried at 
Babi Yar. 

On the 8th and 9th Tishrei (Erev Yom Kippur), 
the Nazis machine-gunned 34,000 
Jews on the outskirts of Kiev 
(Ukraine) into the ravine of Babi 
Yar, where they were buried — 
many of them while still alive, 

(see Elul 5701 \l 941) — and a woman 
gave birth during the slaughter. 

The total number of Jews eventually 
killed and buried there was 100,000. 

When the Nazis ordered the Jews of 


Tuchin (Poland) to assemble on 
the 12th Tishrei, the heads of the 
Judenrat decided that everyone should revolt. Many 
were killed when the Nazis broke into the ghetto, 
but 2,000 escaped to the forests. 300 returned when 
the Nazis promised to allow volunteer returnees 
to live in the ghetto — but they were taken to the 
cemetery and shot. Many others were delivered 
back to the Nazis by local Ukrainians. 

All 30,000 Jews of the ghetto in Berditchev (Ukraine) 
had been killed by the 14th Tishrei (Erev Sukkot), 
and 500 Jews were killed outside of Peremyshlany 
(Ukraine) on that day. 10,000 Jews were killed in the 
Jewish cemetery in Stanislav (Poland) (see Shvat 
5703\I943) on Hoshana Rabba (21st Tishrei), and 
on that day the head of the Judenrat in Chortkov 
(Czortkow, Poland) (see Elul 5702\l 942), Shmuel Kruh, was 
killed, for his strong stand against cooperating with 
the Nazis (see 4th Cheshvan 5703U942). 

Rumanian Legionnaires (see Sivan 5701 \l 941) en¬ 
tered Odessa (Russia) on the 25th Tishrei, and 
killed 8,000 Jews. They killed another 40,000 
within the next ten days. 

2.500 Jews were killed outside Kossov (Poland) on 
the 25th and 26th Tishrei, and all the Jews (1,700) 
of Kaidanov (Russia) were killed on the 30th Tishrei. 
3,000 Jews were killed in Ostraha (Ostrog Poland) (see 
Elul 5701\l941) on the 4th Cheshvan; 4,000 were 
killed in Kletzk (Lithuania) (see Av 5702U942) on the 5th 
Cheshvan; 5,000 were killed in Nesvizh (Lithuania) 
(see Av 5702U942) on the 9th Cheshvan; and 2,500 
Jews were killed in Nadvoma (Poland) on the 16th — 
thedaythat 18,000 Jews of Rovno (Poland) (seeTammuz 
5702W942) were machine-gunned by the Nazis in a 
forest. 12,000 Jews from the ghetto of Minsk (Rus¬ 
sia) were also killed in a similar manner on the 
17th, and another 5,000 two weeks later (see Adar 
5702U942). Their houses were used by the Ger¬ 
mans to settle Jews who had been deported from 
Germany and Austria. 

The Nazis killed 1,500 Jews in Mir (Russia) on the 19th 
Cheshvan; 800 Jews were killed in Zaleshchiki (Po¬ 
land) on the 24th Cheshvan; and 700 Jews from the 
ghetto of Lubavitch (Russia) were killed. 

On the 10th Kislev, 10,500 Jews of Riga (Latvia) 
were shot to death in a nearby forest; another 
16,000 — including the historian Simon Dubnow 
— were killed during the ensuing week; and 

1.500 Jews were killed in the forest near 
Borislav (Poland) (see Tammuz 5701 \l 941, Adar-1 
5703U 943). 400 Jews of Novardok (Novogrodek, Rus¬ 
sia) (see Av 5702\ 1942) were killed on the 1 7th Kislev 
(the day Japan attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor ); 

3.500 were killed in Libava (Liepaja, Latvia) (see Tam¬ 
muz 5701\l941) on the first and second days of 
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Chanukah (25th and 26th Kislev); and 900 Jews 
were killed outside of Zobalotov (Ukraine) on the 
2nd Tevet (the last day of Chanukah). 

While on burial duty at the Chelmno death 
camp, someone found his wife and children 
amongst the corpses just gassed. 


5702 w1942 


More than 15,000 Jews were killed in Drobitzky 
Yar outside of Charkov (Russia) in Tevet and Shvat; 
1,400 Jews of Novi Sad (Yugoslavia) were shot and 
dumped into the icy waters of the Danube on the 
5th Shvat; and 3,000 Jews were killed in Brailov 
(Russia) by the Nazi-Gcrmans on the 25th Shvat. 
The ‘Struma’ — a ship with 769 Jewish refu¬ 
gees on board, which the British had rejected 
from Eretz Yisrael (see 5699\ I 939) — was sunk by 
the Nazi-Germans in (or near) the Black Sea on 
the 7th Adar (see Cheshvan 570IU940). 

The Nazis killed several 11 -5 Jews — includ¬ 


ing all the children in tl 
(Russia) on the 13th Ada 
570211942). The Jews in 


U1V/ lVi.ll. 


nage — in Minsk 
shvan 5702W94I, Av 

sk ghetto under¬ 


ground were well organized, and they eventually 
helped 10,000 Jews escape to the forests, despite 
the ruthless reprisals imposed, if discovered. 
Many Jews — some say over 25,000 — formed 
partisan groups (armedguerrillas) in the forests, and 
they attacked the Nazis sporadically (see Nissan 
5703\1943, Cheshvan 5705\1944). 

1,500 Jews were killed on Purim (14th Adar) in 
Dolhinov (Poland) (see Sivan 5702\l942); 800 Jews 
were killed in Radoshkovichi (Poland) on the 22nd 
Adar; and 1,000 were killed in Ilya (Poland) on 
the 28th Adar. 

2,000 Jews were killed outside Rogatyn (Poland) 
on the 2nd Nissan; 1 ,500 Jews were killed near 
Horodenka (Gorodenka, Poland) on the 17th (the 3rd 
day of Pesach); and 900 were killed in Kitev (Kuty 
Poland) on the 23rd Nissan when the Germans 
set fire to Jewish houses. 

On the 29th Nissan the Nazis proclaimed the 
Crimean peninsula (S.W. Russia) — a region in 
which some 60,000 Jews had lived before the 
war — to be ‘Judenrein’ (Tree’ of any Jews), be¬ 
cause in a previous decision (18th Tevet 1939) 
they had declared the Kra’im (Karaites) not to 
be Jews (see 5613 \ 1853) - a notion supported by 
Talmudists they consulted , who sought to spare 
them - but the Kra’im vacillated between indif¬ 
ference to the Jewish cause and in some cases 
actual collaboration with the Germans. 

1,000 Jews were shot in a forest near Tarnopol 


(Poland) (see Tammuz 570 I\I94I) on the 8th Iyar; over 
2,800 Jews of Dunayevtsy (Ukraine) were killed by 
the Nazi-Germans on the 15th Iyar; all the Jews 
of Dokshytz (then Poland) were taken outside the 
town and killed on the 18th Iyar (Lag B’Omer); 
and 2,000 Jews from Radin (Lithuania) were killed 
on the 23rd Iyar. 

2,200 Jews were killed in Koretz (Poland) (see Av 
5701\l941) on the 5th Sivan (Erev Shavu’ot); over 
2,500 Jews were killed in Dolhinov (Poland) (see Adar 
5702W 942) on the 6th Sivan (Shavu’ot); 1,500 Jews 
were killed in Radziwillow (Poland) on the 13th; 4,000 
were killed in Kobrin (Poland) (see Cheshvan 5703\ 1942) 
on the 17th; and 3,000 Jews were killed by the 
Nazis in Braslav (Poland) in three days commencing 
the 18th Sivan (see Adar-2 5703\l 943). 

The chief Nazi exterminator of Jews (Reinhard Heydrich) 
was killed in Sivan by Czechoslovak partisans. The 
Nazis used this as a pretext to accelerate the mas¬ 
sive program of extermination of Jews. They sub¬ 
stituted the previous method of gassing 
Jews — in closed motor-vans with 
their exhaust fumes fed into 
them — for the more efficient 
system of gassing rooms (see 
Tishrei 5702\l 941). The mass-burial 
disposal of bodies was substituted 
with cremating furnaces. Trains brought 
6,000 to 10,000 Polish Jews a day to the death camps, 
mainly Treblinka, and also Maidanek, Belzec, 
Sobibor, Chelmno, and Auschwitz. The latter began 
its highly efficient extermination of Jews — at an 
achieved rate of 10,000 a day — on the 5th Tam- 
muz (see Tishrei 5702U94I). 

On the 2nd Tammuz the Nazis shot at Jews es¬ 
caping from the ghetto in Druya (Lithuania), and 
they set the ghetto on fire, killing all 1,500 Jews. 
2,500 Jews were killed outside Glubokoye (Poland) 
(see Av 5703U 943) on the 4th Tammuz, and the 
Nazis killed 5,000 Jews of Rovno (Poland) on the 
28th Tammuz (see Cheshvan 5702\l941). 

The first transport of Dutch Jews arrived at 
Auschwitz on the 3rd Av, and the head of the Nazi- 
Party SS (from Schutzstaffel: Pro¬ 
tective Squadron — independent 
of the Army — of which the Ge¬ 
stapo [from Geheime Sta ats- 
Polizei] were a branch) Heinrich 
Himmler himself supervised their gassing. 

1,000 Jews were killed in the ghetto of Kletzk 
(Lithuania) (see Cheshvan 5702W94!) when the Nazis 
set it afire on the 7th Av; and on the 8th Av 
(Erev Tisha B’Av), the Jews remaining in the 
ghetto of Nesvizh (Lithuania) (see Cheshvan 5702\l 941) 
tried to resist the Nazi-Germans, but most were 
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killed, and only a few escaped to the forests. 

The mass deportation of Jews from the Warsaw 
ghetto (see Kislev5700\ 1939, Sivan 5702\1942) to the death 
camps began on Erev Tisha B’Av, at a daily rate of 
5,000 or more (see Elul 5702W 942). The Nazis lured 
the starving people to the assembly points — with 
food and promises for resettlement — although 
most Jews had grave doubts. Adam Cziemiakov, 
the head of the Judenrat (Nazi approved Jewish self gov¬ 
ernment of the ghetto), committed suicide rather than 
co-operate in the deportations. Most of the Jews 
were deported to the Treblinka death camp — 100 
kilometers away — where they were killed. 

More than 200 Jews were killed in Ivye (Poland- 
Lithuania) on the 9th Av (Tisha BAv); 10,000 Jews 
of Minsk (Russia) were massacred on the 14th Av 
(see Adar5702\1942, Shvat 5703\ 1943); over 5,000 Jews 
of Novardok (Novogrodek, Russia) (see Kislev 5702\ 1941) 
were killed on the 24th Av; and 40,000 Jews from 
Lvov (Lemberg, Poland) were killed in two weeks, com¬ 
mencing the 27th Av (see Tammuz 57010941, Sivan 
5703\I943). 1 

700 Jews were killed ;e (Poland) on the 

1st Elul; on the 4th Eh ws were killed — 

when thousands were ucpui icu — in Drogobych 
(Drahavitsch, Poland) (see Tammuz 5701 \l941); during five 
days, commencing on the 6th Elul, 7,000 Jews 
were killed on a hill outside Lutzk (Poland) (see Tam¬ 
muz 570 l\l 941); and 1,000 were killed in 
Minsk-Mazowieeki (Poland) on the 8th Elul. The 
children, sick, and elderly — 500 Jews — were 
killed in Chortkov (Czortkow, Poland) (see Tammuz 
5701\l941) on the 15th Elul, when thousands of 
others were transported to the death camps; 4,000 
Jews were killed in the prison courtyard of Ludmir 
(Vladimir Volynski, Poland) beginning the 19th Elul; and — 
outside of the town — another 14,000 were killed 
within two weeks. 1,000 Jews were killed in 
Dzialoszyce (Poland) — and thousands more were 
deported — on the 21st Elul, the same day that 
over 600 Jews were killed in Lachva (Poland-Lithuania) 
when they resisted the Nazi invasion of the ghetto 
— and many escaped to the forests. 

The Nazis killed all of the 11,000 Jews of Stolin 
(Russia) (in a nearby forest) — including Adm.- 
R.Moshe of Karlin-Stolin (see 55520 792) — on the 
29th Elul, Erev Rosh HaShanah. 

90,000 Jews were deported from the Warsaw 
ghetto (see Av5702\l 942) on Erev Rosh HaShanah, 
the 29th Elul, completing a total of 300,000 de¬ 
portations and killings in 53 days (see Nissan 
57030 943). 

Hillel Zeitlin, a writer and thinker — who had 
returned to Jewish religious observance — wore 
his Tallit at the deportation assembly point; his 


exhortations of the young to fight created an 
immediate skirmish. He was killed on that Erev 
Rosh HaShanah in Treblinka; Shaindel — the 
daughter of Adm.R.Yosef Yitzchak of Lubaviteh 
(see Adar-2 57000 940) — was killed there on the 
2nd day of Rosh HaShanah 5703 \ 1942. 


5703 1942 


3,000 Jews of Baranowice (Poland-Lithuania) were 
killed by the Nazi-Germans on the day after 
Yom Kippur (11th Tishrei) 5703 \ 1942. 

The Jews of Kobrin (Poland) (see Sivan 57020 942) at¬ 
tacked their Nazi killers on the 3rd Cheshvan (see 
Adar-2 5703\I943); the Jews of Bereza Kartuska (Po¬ 
land) set their ghetto on fire on the 4th Cheshvan 

— when the Nazi’s came to remove them — and 
members of the Judenrat (seeAv5702\1942) took their 
own lives. The Nazis killed many of the Jews in 
the burning ghetto, and 1,800 Jews were killed 
outside of the town. 

The Nazi-Germans shot 300 Jewish children — 
of the orphanage in Cracow (Poland) , together with 
the patients and inmates of the Jewish hospi¬ 
tal and the old age home (see 15th Elul 57020942) 

— when they were selecting 6,000 Jews to be 
sent to Belzee death camp, on the 17th Cheshvan 
5703\1942. 

The last 16,000 Jews in Pinsk (Russia) were killed 
by the Nazis on the 18th Cheshvan 5703 \ 1942, 
and the last 3,000 Jews of Baranowice (see 
Tishrei) were killed on the 9th Tevet. 


5703 » 1943 


250 Jewish children and old people were shot 
by the Nazis (see Cheshvan 5703\ 1942) in the 
ghetto of Chestochova (Czestochowa, Poland) on 
the 27th Tevet (see Elul 56990 939), the day after 
some Jewish resistance fighters fought a battle 
there; hundreds of Jews were shot in Radomsk 
(Poland) on the 28th Tevet, when they resisted 
the deportation of thousands of Jews to the 
Treblinka death camp. 10,000 Jews were killed 
in Stanislav (Poland) (see Tishrei 57020941). 

Nasi-Germany experienced massive losses in the 
battle of Stalingrad. 

The turning point of World War If came (see 
57010941) when the Germans lost the battle for 
Stalingrad (Volgograd, Russia) — surrendering to the 
Russians on the 25th Shvat — a deciding fac¬ 
tor being a new airplane (La-5) designed by a 
Jewish engineer. (Another engineer — Mikhail Gurevich 
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— designed the MiG airplanes named after him.) 

♦> Over 250,000 German soldiers were killed, and 

❖ almost 100,000 were captured, 

❖ including 24 generals. 

1,500 Jews of Minsk (Russia) were killed by the 
Nazi-Germans on the 26th Shvat (see Av 
5702W942); 2,500 Jews of Butshatsh (Buczacz, Po¬ 
land) were killed outside the town on the 26th 
Shvat and 27th; 600 women, children and eld¬ 
erly Jews were killed (see Tevet) in the city slaugh¬ 
terhouse of Borislav (Poland) on the 11th Adar-i 
(see Kislev 5702\l 941); 2,000 of the last Jews in the 
Cracow ghetto ("see Kislev 5700M939) were killed 
on the 6th Adar -2 — and 8,000 were sent to the 
death camps; and 900 Jews were killed in the cem¬ 
etery of Sambor (Poland) on the 7th Adar- 2 . 

On the 8th Adar -2 the Nazis began transport¬ 
ing the 44,000 Jews of Salonika (Greece) to the 
death camps. Some Jews of Braslav (Poland) (see 
Sivan 5702M942) resisted deportation (see Cheshvan 
5703M942) to the death camps on the 12th Adar -2 

— until they ran out o 


were killed in Chesto 
on the 13th Adar -2 (se 


rition. 127 Jews 

zestochowa, Poland) 
9\I939), and 750 


Jews were killed outside of Skalat (Poland) (see 
lyar 5703M 943) on the 2nd Nissan. 


The remaining Jews in Warsaw staged a massive 
uprising. 

Word of the fate of deported Jews was smuggled back 
to the Warsaw ghetto (see Av 5702\ 1942) — some say 
an underground fighter had been sent to establish 
why the same train carriages (supposedly taking 
Jews for resettlement) were returning within a veiy 
short time (each carriages has an identification 
number). The Treblinka death camp was only 100 
kilometers away. Accordingly there had already been 
some resistance to the Nazis. 

R.Menachem Zemba— a great Torah scholar, re¬ 
spected by the Rogatchover Ga’on (who was noted 
for his reluctance to endorse other scholars) — to¬ 
gether with other rabbis had declared Erev Rosh 
Chodesh Nissan as a day of fast and repentance, 
in light of the impending doom. 

On the 14th Nissan (Erev Pesach) the remain¬ 
ing 35,000 Jews in the Warsaw ghetto — from 
an original 450,000) — staged an organized 
uprising, and they drove back the Nazis with 
a rain of bullets, when they arrived to carry 
out the final removal of all Jews. This resis¬ 
tance lasted for almost a month. 

On the same Erev Pesach, a train full of 
deportees was derailed in Belgium by the Jew¬ 
ish underground (partisans, see Adar 5702\l 942) and 
non-Jewish rail workers. Hundreds of Jews 


were saved from being taken to the death camps. 
R.Menachem Zemba had reportedly declined 
offers of escape from the Warsaw ghetto, and 
was killed there in Nissan, during the uprising 
which he is said to have supported. Mordechai 
Anilevitch, the 24 year old commander of the 
Warsaw ghetto uprising, was killed during the 
fighting on the 3rd lyar, and the Warsaw ghetto 
uprising came to an end on the 10th. Although 
the ghetto was burned to the ground, some stray 
survivors hid in the rubble and fired sporadically 
at Nazis for another two months. 

660 Jews were killed in Skalat (Poland) (see Nissan 
5703M943) on the 4th lyar; 1,000 were killed in 
the cemetery in Stiy (Poland) on the 17th; 3,000 
were killed in the cemetery in Tluste (Tolstoye, Po¬ 
land) on the 22nd lyar; and another 1,000 on the 
3rd Sivan. 

Most of the remaining Jews in the ghetto of Lvov, 
(see Av 5702W942) were killed in a six day massa¬ 
cre that began on the 18th Sivan. 4,000 Jews of 
Disna (Lithuania) were killed outside the town, and 
2,000 escaped to the forests — where they 
joined partisan groups — although most of them 
were eventually captured by the Nazis. 

On the 2nd Tammuz the Vilna ghetto under¬ 
ground had freed their leader — Yitzchak 
Wittenberg — from Nazi captivity, an act 
which almost triggered a previously-planned 
uprising. The Nazis immediately proclaimed 
that — unless he gave himself in — they 
would demolish the whole ghetto and its to¬ 
tal population; Wittenberg decided that such 
dramatic loss of life was inexpedient, and 
surrendered himself. Two months later the 
Vilna ghetto underground resisted (for a few 
weeks) the massive deportation of Jews to the 
DEATH camps. 

5,000 Jews were killed in Kamenka-Bugskaya 
(Poland) on the 7th Tammuz, and 500 were killed 
at the Jewish cemetery in Chestoehova (Czesto¬ 
chowa, Poland) on the (fast of the) 17th Tammuz. 

The prisoners of Treblinka death camp 
revolted and escaped. 

The prisoners of Treblinka staged a revolt on the 
1st Av — which was triggered off a crucial hour 
earlier than planned, because of a mishap. 
Nevertheless hundreds of prisoners escaped, 
although most were caught within a few 
weeks, and there were only 50 survivors at the 
end of the war. (Estimated total killed In Treblinka: 
750,000.) The Jews of Bendin (Bedzin, Poland) at¬ 
tempted to resist their deportation to the death 
camps on the 3rd Av. 
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An organised uprising began in the 
Bialystok ghetto. 


An organized uprising broke out in the ghetto of 
Bialystok (Poland) on the 15th Av which was sup¬ 
pressed after a few days, and the Nazis deported 
all the remaining 40,000 Jews (see Tammuz 
5701 \l 941) to the death camps. When the Jews of 
Glubokoye (Poland) (see Tammuz 5702\l 942) at¬ 
tempted to resist deportation to the death camps 
— on the 19th Av — the whole ghetto was set 
afire by the Nazis, and over 1,000 Jews perished. 


The Danish people quietly rescued 
93% of their Jews to safety. 

With the help of Danish captains and fishermen 
— in the three weeks before Rosh HaShanah — 
over 7,000 Jews escaped across the straits from 
Denmark to neutral Sweden. When the Nazi-Ger- 
mans came to round up the Jews — on the night 
after Rosh HaShanah — less than 500 Jews re¬ 
mained, most of whom were also fortunate and 
became survivors of the 


5704 


Jews escaped in the 
Sobibor death camp uprising. 

When the transports of new victims to the Sobibor 
death camp had ceased, the remaining 300 forced 
laborers realized that they were no longer needed 
and would certainly be killed. They staged an 
uprising on the 15th Tishrei, and 170 escaped 
alive, although all but 30 were captured again, 
and killed. (Estimated total killed In Sobibor 250,000.) 
The Nazi-Germans subsequently shut down the 
Janowska Road concentration camp (near Lvov, Ukraine) 
on the 22nd Cheshvan, for fear of an uprising there. 
They removed all traces of this particularly brutal 
death camp where Jews were tortured for the enter¬ 
tainment of Nazi officers. (A laundiy cleaner later 
testified that she had regularly to clean the veiy 
bloodied clothes of a German officer.) 

Adm.R.Aharon (ben Yissachar Dov) of Belz (see 
56I5\I 855) had managed to move from ghetto to 
ghetto during the course of the war until he 
escaped to Eretz Yisrael via Hungary. 


--- 5704 w 1944 --- 

300.000Hungarian Jews werekilletl in 3 months. 

The Germans invaded Hungary (their previous 
ally (see Sivan 570l\l941)) on the 25th Adar, and 
deportations of Hungarian Jews to Auschwitz 
started shortly thereafter. The Nazis convinced 


these Jews — with the assistance of Jewish col¬ 
laborators (see Ki'slev5705\ 1944) — that because Ger¬ 
many was losing battles in the war (the 933 day 
siege of Leningrad had just been broken on the 
2nd Shvat) they were no longer killing Jews but 
merely resettling them. This tactic made for 
smooth and accelerated deportations to the death 
camps — mainly Auschwitz — and 300,000 Hun¬ 
garian Jews were killed within three months. 
When deportations to Auschwitz began, Carl Lutz 
— Swiss Vice-Consul to Hungary — increased his 
staff from 15 to 150 and started to issue tens of 
thousands of “protective letters”, even though he 
only had eight thousand official certificates. In 
order to hide this, he always repeated the num¬ 
bers 1 to 8,000, and then grouped each 1,000 to¬ 
gether into one Swiss collective passport placing 
them under formal Swiss protection. He helped 
62,000 Jews survive the war — including thou¬ 
sands of Jewish children emigrating to Eretz 
Yisrael — and when the Budapest Jews were 
herded into a ghetto, he placed some 30,000 people 
into protected houses. 

Many Jews escaped from the Koldychevo con¬ 
centration camp on the 27th Adar, and 10 Nazi 
guards were shot. 

The Nazis forced all the Jews of the ancient com¬ 
munity of Canea (Crete) into a boat which was 
towed out to sea and sunk, on the 9th Sivan. 
Almost one year after the Italians had removed 
Hitler’s friend Mussolini from power, the Allied 
forces that had landed in Italy pushed back 
German armies, and entered Rome — the first 
capital city to be liberated from the Nazis — on 
the 13th Sivan. Jews of Rome — survivors of the 
deportations — emerged from their hiding 
places. Two days later, on the 15th Sivan, 
150,000 service-men of the Allied forces landed 
on the beaches of Normandy (France) — using over 
5,000 ships and 11,000 airplanes to secure a 
beach-head — taking nearly 10,000 casualties, 
with over 4,000 killed. 

The retreating Nazi-Germans began evacuat¬ 
ing some of the death camps and concentration 
camps by marching the inmates to other loca¬ 
tions in what became known as death Marches, 
as many of the captives died on the way. They 
also began eliminating — killing — many of their 
Jewish slave laborers, 3,000 of them at Ponary 
(see Sivan 5701\l941) on the 12th Tammuz. 

On the 15th Av the Nazis discovered the Amster¬ 
dam family hideout of Anne Frank — a 15 year old 
girl of a family of Jewish-German refugees — 
whose diaiy of suffering (discovered and published 
after the war) was later received internationally 
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with acclaim. She later died in the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp during a typhus epidemic. 

R.Levi Yitzchak Schneersohn — a direct descen¬ 
dant of the Tzemach Tzedek (of Lubavitch) had been 
sent to Russian exile four years earlier — after 
having previously spent a year in prison — for 
fulfilling his duties as a rabbi (see 5680\1920). 
He died on the 20th Av in his exile in Alma Ata 
(Asian Russia). The many comments and notes (par¬ 
ticularly on the Zohar) — that he had written in exile, 
on the sides of his book, with ink prepared by his 
wife from local roots and herbs — were later pub¬ 
lished by his son and disciple Adm.R.Menachem 
Mendel of Lubavitch. 

R.Michal Dov Weismandel — a son-in-law of the 
Rav of Nitra, and a Jewish (Czech.) resistance leader 
working to rescue Jews — had tried (from his hid¬ 
ing place in a cave) to warn the Hungarian Jews of 
their impending doom. He was found and cap¬ 
tured by the Nazis, shortly after he sent a letter 
(including maps) to the outside world, demanding 


that the Allied forces ('ll 
Auschwitz death camp in 
caped this capture by jui 



fnd, etc) bomb the 
disable it. He es- 
the moving trans¬ 


port train — as did many Ol uicicw war survivors — 
as it headed for Auschwitz. He survived, and later 
settled in the U.S.A. 


--- 5705 " 1944 --- 

Jewish uprising in the Auschwitz death camp. 

Jews were forced to assist in cremating the bod¬ 
ies — of those killed by gassing — at the 
Birkenau part of Auschwitz 
death camp (see Tishrei 
5702U94I), and on 
the 20 th Tishrei 
they staged an 
uprising, kill¬ 
ing some of the 
Nazis. Some es¬ 
caped, but none were 
u 1 - timately survivors. 

Chanah Senesh was a 23 year old Hungarian 
girl who had already settled in Eretz Yisrael. 
She had returned to the war-zone — by para¬ 
chuting into Nazi territory with 31 others — to 
assist partisans (see Adar 5702\l 942) and rescue 
Jews. She was caught, and was executed in 
Budapest on the 20th Cheshvan. 

Two train-transports totaling 1,686 Jews were 
released by the Nazi-Germans in order that the 
occupants be enabled to leave Europe. One 
train of 318 was released on the 29th Av 1944, 


and another carrying 1,368 — from the Bergen 
Belsen concentration camp — on the 20th Kislev 
5705 \1944. Their release was secured by 
Rudolf Kasztner — head of the Zionist rescue 
operations in Hungary — whom the Germans 
had granted the privilege to travel around Eu¬ 
rope, including Germany. After the war he was 
seriously implicated — in a prolonged trial — 
of collaborating with the Nazis, by knowingly 
allowing, and even assisting, in the deporta¬ 
tion of hundreds of thousands of Hungarian 
Jews to the death camps (see Adar 5704W 944), in 
return for the release of this relatively small 
number of Jews. 

Adm.R.Yoel of Satmar was among those released 
from Bergen Belsen; he went to Eretz Yisrael for a 
few years, and later settled in New York, in 1947. 

--- 5705 » 1945 --- 

Raoul Wallenberg — a diplomat representing 
neutral Sweden, who used his position to save 
and rescue tens of thousands of Hungarian 
Jews from the Nazi killings — disappeared on 
the 3rd Shvat, when he was taken by the ad¬ 
vancing Russian army. 

The Auschwitz death camp was 
captured anti liberated. 

The Russian army reached the Auschwitz death 
camp on the 12th Shvat and liberated the 2,819 
Jewish survivors ("see Sivan 5700M940, Tishrei 
5702\l 941). 

♦> Estimated total Jews killed in the Auschwitz 
death camp: 2.5 million. 

On the 17th Nissan, the Nazis killed ‘Maria of 
Paris’, a Russian nun who saved the lives of 
many French Jews from Nazi extermination. 
After the Russians had liberated the Lublin and 
Auschwitz death camps (see Sivan 5704\I944, Shvat 
5705M945): 

❖ The U.S. army captured and liberated the 
Buchenwald death camp on the 29th Nissan, 
finding 20,000 Jewish survivors. 

❖ The British captured and liberated the 
Bergen Belsen concentration camp on the 2nd 
Iyar, with 40,000 survivors. 

❖ Dachau was captured by the U.S. on the 
16th Iyar, and 

❖ Mathausen was liberated on the day of Nazi- 
Germany’s surrender, the 24th Iyar. 

(Some of the liberators reported that the cre¬ 
matoria were still warm — the defeated Nazis 
had been killing until the last moment.) 
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On the 28th Nissan the advancing U.S. Army 
(104th Infantry Division) entered the Mittelbau-Dora 
Concentration Camp at Nordhausen (Germany) 
and discovered 3,000 corpses and 750 sick and 
emaciated prisoners (who had been left behind 
when the SS took most of the inmates on death 
marches.) (Prisoners at Dora-Mittelbau had been forced to 
construct massive tunnels and work in underground factories 
producing V-2 rockets for the German military.) A young 
girl (18 or 19) — Lili Meier — was one of the 
sick left behind. (She had been deported from 
Bilke (Carpatho-Ruthenia, then Hungary) to Auschwitz 
with her family on the 2nd Siuan 5604\1944, and 
when the Russian forces were approaching, was 
evacuated from Auschwitz and ended in the Dora 
camp, more than 400 miles away.) She was look¬ 
ing around in an evacuated and deserted SS 
barracks when she found a picture-album (with 
more than 200 pictures) of the “processing” of 
a trainload of arrivals at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
She immediately recognized the rabbi of her 


town (R.Naftali Tzvi W 
relatives, and family, ; 
of the album. This colle 



m some friends, 
took possession 
it has since been 


recognized — was the only time the Nazis pho¬ 
tographed the entire “processing” (except for the 
actual gassing and cremation.) Its purpose (and 
how it came to Dora, so far away) is unknown. 

[The collection was copied by the Jewish Museum in Prague, and 
eventually donated (minus some pictures she gave away to people 
who recognized family in them) to Yad Vashem — the Holocaust 
museum in Yerushalayim. The 3 pictures on page 284 are from that 
collection.] 


Nasi-Germany was conquered, and 
Worlrl War IIended in Europe. 

Nazi-Germany was militarily defeated, and was 
compelled to surrender unconditionally, which 
they did on 24th Iyar. Adolph Hitler was reported 
to have committed suicide on the 17th Iyar. 

The Theresienstadt ghetto-camp — which had 
served as a massive staging area for the depor¬ 
tation of some 140,000 Jews 
to the death camps — was lib¬ 
erated three days after the 
surrender, on the 27th Iyar. 
Among the survivors there 
was Leo Baeek — previously 
a prominent liberal (reform) 
rabbi in Berlin, and presi¬ 
dent of the Nazi-created 
“Reich Representation of 
German Jews” from 1933 
until his deportation to 
Theresienstadt in early 
1943. He had refused the opportunity to leave 



Germany, even 
when the imminent 
danger was clear. He 
settled in London after 
the war. 

On the 27th and 
the 30th Av the 
United States Air 

Force delivered “Atom Bombs” on the Japanese 
cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki — causing de¬ 
struction of a completely new magnitude. The 
Pacific war ended and the world entered the 
nuclear age. Many Jewish scientists were at 
the forefront of the new technologies, Albert 
Einstein being the most prominent (because of his 
notable and celebrated theories of relativity.) 
Many survivors died after the camps were liberated 

— from weakness, disease, and the inability to 
properly digest food after years of starvation. 
Jews from all over Europe — survivors of the war¬ 
time massacre of 6,000,000 Jews, the Holocaust 

— were placed by the victorious Allied forces into 
special camps for displaced persons. Most of them 
began looking for relatives and friends among the 
survivors, and a country to make their new home. 
Besides the vivid memories of hor- ror that they 
carried in their minds, 

and the loss of loved 
ones that left an emp¬ 
tiness in the heart, 
most of them carried 

serial numbers on their arms — tattooed there 
by the Nazi-Germans — who had reduced the sig¬ 
nificance of a Jew to a number; the ultimate aim 
of which was to reach the number zero. 

Many of the Nazi murderers were not captured, 
or managed to escape (see 5707\1946). 
Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda of Klausenberg (Cluj, Ru¬ 
mania) — a great grandson of the Divrei Chaim 
(Tzanzer) and a son-in-law of Adm.R.Chaim Tzvi 
of Sighet — was among the survivors of the war. 
He lost his wife and eleven children — as did 
many other survivors — and he later remarried. 
He settled in New York at first, and later in 
Eretz Yisrael, where he established a commu¬ 
nity in Netanya called Kiryat Tzanz. 
R.Mordechai Gifter—who was bom in Portsmouth 
(Virginia, U.S.A.) — was (probably) the first American- 
born Talmud scholar to become a Rosh Yeshiva (in 
TelzYESHivA, in Cleveland (see Sivan 5701 \l941)). 
R.Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg, a rabbi in 
Yerushalayim, published the first volume of 
Tzitz Eliezer (Sh'elot UTeshuvot, dealing with many issues 
involving technological and scientific advances). 
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5706 »1945 


The Jewish resistance movement in Eretz Yis- 
rael — operating underground against restric¬ 
tive British rule (see 5699\1939) — freed 208 
Jews on the 3rd Cheshvan 5706 \1945 by at¬ 
tacking a British camp for internment of illegal 
immigrants. Although they continued their at¬ 
tempts to ‘smuggle’ in more Jews from the Eu¬ 
ropean displaced persons camps, the British inter¬ 
cepted most of the illegal immigrant boats before 
they arrived in Eretz Yisrael, and interned the 
occupants in special camps on Cyprus. 


5706 


The U.S. Army published an edition of the Talmud 
in Germany — called The Survivors’ Talmud — 
for the refugees in the displaced persons camps. 


rC 


V 


From the dedication published in the 
Survivors' Talmud 

... This special edition of the Talmud, published in the very land 
where, but a short time ago, everything Jewish and ofJewish 
inspiration was anathema, will remain a symbol of the inde¬ 
structibility of the Torah... (see 5706\ 1946) 




J 


The British maintained their restrictions on Jew¬ 
ish immigration into Eretz Yisrael — consequently 
the Jewish underground resistance movement 
(see 5706 \1945) continued to attack British mili- 
taiy installations. They blew up many bridges on 
the borders, and consequently many Jews — po¬ 
litical leaders — were arrested on the 30th Sivan. 
42 Jewish survivors of the Holocaust were killed in a 
pogrom in Kielce (Poland) on the 5th Tammuz. 

On the 23rd Tammuz, a group of Jewish (under¬ 
ground) fighters blew up the British headquarters 
in Yerushalayim — the British did not believe a 
message of warning — and 80 people were killed. 

- - 5707 194 6 —...— 

Some of the leaders of Nazi-Germany had been 
captured after the war, and many others had 


escaped (see 5722\1962). The captured were 
brought to trial in an international court at 
Nuremberg (Germany), and many were sen¬ 
tenced to death. They were hanged on the 21st 
Tishrei for their crimes against Jews and hu¬ 
manity during World War II. 

The Pope (Pius XII) - in a letter dated November 
20, 1946 - approved the decision instructing 
the Catholic church in France not to return 
Jewish children to their families who placed 
in the church’s care to save them from Nazi 
murder. This added to the controversy sur¬ 
rounding this Pope and his war-time record. 
The letter was sent to Angelo Roncalli (later Pope 
John XXIII), who had a reputation — when in Istan¬ 
bul — for favoring Jews. He disobeyed the 
Vatican instructions. 


5707 w* 1947 


Publication of the Talmud Encyclopedia was 
commenced. 

The first volume of the Talmud Encyclopedia 
was published in Eretz Yisrael, under the 
editorship of R.Shlomo Yosef Zevin. He was 
also one of the editors of Otzar HaPoskim (com¬ 
prehensive encyclopedic Halacha update, on Even HaEzer 
section of Shulchan Aruch) — the first volume was 
also published in 1947 — together with R. Yitzchak 
Hertzog (Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Eretz Yisrael) and 
R.Isser Zalman Meltzer (see 5685\1925). 

Two ships arrived in Eretz Yisrael with illegal 
immigrants (see 5706 \1945) on the 18th Tevet, 
and they were taken by the British for internment 
on Cyprus (see 5706\ 1945). On the IstAvthe Brit¬ 
ish seized the ship Exodus 1947 — causing three 
deaths among the 4,000 Jewish immigrants on 
board — and forced it to return to Germany. 

--- 5708 1947 - -«25- 


The United Nations tlivided Erets Yisrael. 

The problem of the Jewish war survivors in Europe 
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— who had nowhere to go (see Iyar 5705\ 1945) — 
was the focus of international attention. On the 
16th Kislev 5708\1947 the United Nations (an 
organization including most countries in the world) voted to 
withdraw the mandate given to the British (see 
5680\1920) over Palestine (Eretz Yisrael), and 
agreed to a plan partitioning the country. Some 
of the land was to be for Jews, and some for 
Arabs. Yerushalayim (according to the plan) was 
to be an international city on its own. 


Arabs attacked the Jews ofErets Yisrael 
to gain territory. 

On the 17th Kislev, the day after the United 
Nations had voted to give a partitioned area of 
Eretz Yisrael into Jewish control, Arabs living there 
—backed and supported by of other Arab countries 
— began attacking Jews. The Arabs did not ap¬ 
prove of the U.N. partition arrangement, and sought 
to forcibly occupy as much territoiy as possible — 
while the British governors of Palestine (Eretz Yis¬ 


rael) were, at best, neutr 
(see Adar 5708\ 1948). 
On the 19th Kislev 75 
anti-Jewish riots in Ade. 
under British rule. 


V ,v " ' ,v " 7 

The Jews 


:ers to the attacks 

re killed in Arab 
which was also 
of Aleppo (Syria) 


were attacked, all synagogues were destroyed, 
and 6,000 Jews fled the country. 

On the 1 6th Tevet a ship — crammed with Jew¬ 
ish immigrants, survivors of the Holocaust — 
arrived in Eretz Yisrael, only to be driven away 
by the British (see Av 5707\ 1947). 


beaten back and defeated, and many had fled their 
homes in fear. 

The State of Israel was established 
in Erets Yisrael. 

The Jewish political leaders in Eretz Yisrael — 
headed by David Ben Gurion (David Green from 
Plonsk (Poland) — a secular Zionist) — established an 
autonomous and independent Jewish state — the 
State of Israel — which commenced to govern 
when the British left. 

The provisional government of the new state 
immediately acted to assure free Jewish im¬ 
migration to Eretz Yisrael (see 5708\ 1947), and 
the right for Jews to freely purchase land there 

(see 5699M939). 

Some Halacha-observant Jews saw the forma¬ 
tion of Jewish self-government in Eretz Yisrael 
as the beginning of the Ge’ula (messianic redemp¬ 
tion). Others accepted it graciously, as a form of 
ge’ula — in establishing a homeland for the 
many homeless Jews — yet disappointed that 
the ultimate Ge’ula — with the long awaited 
advent of the Mashiach (Messiah) — seemed to 
have slipped out of grasp. (Many were troubled 
that Jewish government was in the hands of 
secular — and often anti religious — Jews). 
Other Halacha-observant Jews were against the 
establishment of an autonomous Jewish state 
(see 5674\1913, 5739\1979), and claimed that 
this could not be done without the prophetic 
advent of the Mashiach. 


--- 5708 I 948 -...- 

Many Jews were killed by a bomb exploding 
in the center of Yerushalayim on the 12th Adar 
— and although there were many bombings 
and attacks by Arabs against Jews in Eretz 
Yisrael during this time — a British hand was 
also suspected in this bombing. 

The roads to Yerushalayim were cut off by Arab 
forces, and the Jewish population of the city 
came under siege — which was broken on the 
6th Nissan. 

The British rule over Eretz Yisrael officially ended 
on the 5th of Iyar, and their troops had almost all 
left. 30,000 Jews of Eretz Yisrael were already en¬ 
listed into an army, but there was a severe short¬ 
age of arms and ammunition. Although a few hun¬ 
dred Jews had already been killed in fighting with 
Arabs, the major cities and roads were under Jew¬ 
ish control — except that the road to Yerusha¬ 
layim was cut off again, returning the cily to life 
under siege. The Palestinian Arabs had been 


Erets Yisrael was invaded 
by surrounding Arab countries. 

On the day after the State of Israel was declared, 
the armies of all Arab countries surrounding Eretz 
Yisrael — Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq 
— invaded the country. Saudi Arabia joined the 
war a few days later, and Yemen also declared 
war. The intention of the Arab countries was to 
crush the new State of Israel, and destroy the Jew¬ 
ish population of Eretz Yisrael — in their words: 
“to drive the Jews into the sea”. The fighting be¬ 
gan with the bombing of Tel Aviv on the 6th Iyar. 
The invading armies were fully equipped with 
tanks, planes, and heavy artillery, which the Jew¬ 
ish forces did not have — often having to rely on 
makeshift weapons. Nevertheless Jewish fight¬ 
ers managed to hold most areas — except for the 
Jewish quarter in the Old City of Yerushalayim 
where the ‘Churvat R.Yehuda Chasid’ synagogue 
(see 5597M837) was destroyed. This section fell to 
the Arabs on the 19th Iyar — even though the 
construction of a rough new road had once again 
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lifted the siege off Yerushalayim itself. 

An American colonel, David (Mickey) Marcus 

— who was among the many Jews who came 
to Eretz Yisrael to join the fight — was killed 
accidentally outside his headquarters on the 
3rd Sivan. 

A ship (the Altalena) bringing a privately orga¬ 
nized shipment of much needed arms to Eretz 
Yisrael — as well as some 900 immigrant-fight¬ 
ers — was blown up on arrival (see Cheshvan, 
5701\l940). 20 Jews were killed in the “affair”. A 
statement by David Ben Gurion — in the Provi¬ 
sional State Council on 17th Sivan, blessing the 
“holy canon” that fired the shot — increased the 
indication that it was a calculated Jewish action 

— by the dominant political (left-wing ) party and their 
military arm. The action, some say, was taken to 
thwart what was claimed to be a plot by the rival 
(right-wing) party (who had until this time maintained 
their own revolutionary militia under the British) 
to use these arms for a power-grab — although they 

jrbed in the larger 
(Yitzchak Rabin 
to give the actual 


had reportedly agreed to 
military as a unified nati 
was reportedly the com 
order to fire.) 

Adm.R.Avraham Mordechai Alter of Gur, the 
“Imrey Emess’ (see 5701 \ 1940) died on Shavu’ot 
during the siege of Yerushalayim and he was 
buried in the courtyard of the yeshiva he had es¬ 
tablished there (see 5685\1925). He was suc¬ 
ceeded by his son, Adm.R.Yisrael — later called 
the ‘Bais Yisroel’. 

20 Jews were killed in Cairo when a bomb was 
thrown into the Jewish quarters on the 13th 
Sivan, and over 100 Jews were killed in spo¬ 
radic RIOTS. 

The last of the British armed forces left Eretz 
Yisrael on the 23rd Sivan. 

Yerushalayim was bombed from the air on the 
4th Tammuz, and newly purchased Jewish 
planes — on their way to Eretz Yisrael — 
bombed Cairo in retaliation on the 7th Tam¬ 
muz. Yerushalayim was also under the con¬ 
tinuous bombardment of heavy Arab guns, 
and the water supply was cut off when the Ar¬ 
abs blew up a pumping station. 

The fighting continued throughout the country, 
and a few hundred thousand Arabs fled from 
their homes during the battles and after Jewish 
victories (see Iyar 5708 \ 1948). Most did not im¬ 
mediately return, because the Arab governments 
vowed to throw the Jews of Eretz Yisrael into the 
sea, and return the whole land to the Arabs. 
(There were also many instances where the Arab 
forces required their brethren to leave their 


homes temporarily, so that they could conduct 
the battle more effectively.) 

R.Shlomo Zalman Broin of Budapest had settled 
in New York, where he published the first vol¬ 
ume of his She’arim HaMetzuyanim BeHalacha 
(Halacha update on Kitzur Shulchan Aruch). 

Jewish survivors of the Holocaust were attacked 
by anti-Jewish mobs in Plungyan (Plunge, Lithua¬ 
nia) in a blood libel on Erev Rosh HaShanah. 


--- 5709 ^ 1949 --- 

The British released the (remaining) 25,000 
Jewish illegal immigrants — from a total of over 
50,000 — being held on Cyprus, on the 18th 
Tevet (see 5706\ 1945). 

By this time there were 1,000,000 Jews in Eretz 
Yisrael, almost 300,000 more than a year ear¬ 
lier (see 5699)1939, 5719)1958). 

The 'War of Independence' 

(in Erets Yisrael) ended. 

The State of Israel signed separate armistice 
agreements with all its neighboring Arab coun¬ 
tries (see Iyar 5708\1948), and the war was 
ended. Almost 8,000 square miles of Eretz Yis¬ 
rael was under Jewish control — compared to 
the 6,200 that the United Nations had origi¬ 
nally planned (see Kislev 5708\1947) — how¬ 
ever Yerushalayim remained divided (see 19th 
Iyar 5708\1948), with the Western Wall (see 
Av 3829\69) remaining under Arab control. 
4,000 Jewish soldiers had died in the war, and 
2,000 Jewish civilians perished. Arabs contin¬ 
ued sporadic and isolated attacks on Jews for 
many years (see Cheshvan 5717\1956). 

-- 5710 1950 -**- 

On the 10th Shvat Adm.R.Yosef Yitzchak 
Schneersohn of Lubavitch died in New York 
(see 5700\1940). He had established a net¬ 
work of organizations — from the confine¬ 
ment of a wheelchair, a result of his tortures 
(see 5687\ 1927) — for the furtherance of 
Jewish religious observance and Torah stud¬ 
ies in the U.S.A., Canada, Eretz Yisrael — 
where he founded a settlement for his follow¬ 
ers (Chasidim) — England, France, Morocco, and 
Australia. He was succeeded by his son-in- 
law Adm.R.Menachem Mendel Schneersohn 
(see Av 5704\1944) — revered for his very 
exceptional Torah scholarship. He increased 
and expanded his father in law’s work (see 
5754\ 1994) in a very significant way. 
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The Jews left the ancient 
Jewish community of Iraq. 

The government of Iraq — which had treated the 
Jews harshly in the preceding few years (see 
Sivan 5701\1941, Iyar 5708\1948) — allowed 
Jews living there to leave on condition that they 
took none of their possessions along. During 
the fifteen months beginning Sivan 1950, 
110,000 Jews — almost all of the Jews living 
there — left Iraq for Eretz Yisrael, leaving behind 
possessions worth $200 million. This was the 
effective end of a Jewish community dating back 
to before the destruction of the first Beit Hamik- 
dash (see 3319\-442, Av 3338\-423). 


The Jews of Yemen emigrated to Erets Yisrael. 

16,000 Jews of Yemen had emigrated to Eretz Yis¬ 
rael from 1919 to 1948, and a remaining 45,000 
were brought to Eretz Yisrael in a massive airlift 
which lasted less than a year, and 
ended in Elul. This effectively 
It of the ancient 


en< 

Jc 

(se 


munity of Yemen 
7 08 \ 1948). 

There were some secular 
Zionists who — in attempting 
to assist (these and other immigrants from 
“primitive” cultures) to adapt to modern soci¬ 
ety — actively discouraged traditional Jewish 
religious practice. Later (see 5755\1995), a 
commission of inquiry was established to inves¬ 
tigate accusations that many children of these 
large Eastern immigrant families were kidnapped 
and sold for adoption. (Many parents claimed 
they had bought a healthy child to hospital, were 
told to leave the child for some treatment (medi¬ 
cal treatment was completely foreign to them), and upon 
return they were told that the child had died.) 


-^- 5711 w 1951 -^- 

The Knesset (Parliament) of the State of Israel 
declared the 27th Nissan as Yom HaSho’a (Ho¬ 
locaust Remembrance Day), in memory of the six 
million Jews killed during World War II. 


--- 5712 - 1952 --- 

26 Jews — including secular Yiddish writers 
(see 5658 \1897) — were killed by the Rus¬ 
sian authorities on the 21 st Av, as part of their 
program to eradicate Jewish religion and cul¬ 
ture (see 5680\1920). 

On the 20th Elul, the government of West Ger¬ 
many agreed to pay money for the losses caused 


to Jews by the Nazis. The prominent negotiator 
for these “reparation” funds was the shtadlan 
Nachum Goldmann — founder of the World 
Jewish Congress — who created a storm of con¬ 
troversy (whether to take money for the blood.) 
The State of Israel received a total of $845 mil¬ 
lion over the next fourteen years, and count¬ 
less individuals benefited directly with pay¬ 
ments for lost possessions. 

--- 5714 " 1953 --- 

R.Avraham Yeshayahu Karelitz, the Chazon Ish 
(see 5671 \ 1911) — who had settled in Eretz 
Yisrael in 1933 — died on the 15th Cheshvan. 
He had gained worldwide recognition for his 
Torah scholarship without serving in any posi¬ 
tion as rabbi or Rosh Yeshiva. 

R.Isser Zalman Meltzer (see 5685\1925, 5707\ 
1947) died three weeks later on the 10th Kislev. 

--- 5717 ^1956 -*- 

Jewish forces invaded Egypt and 
conquered the Sinai Desert. 

An increasing number of Jews were being killed 

— aproximately 1,300 since 1949 — by Arab 
infiltrators into Eretz Yisrael, many of them from 
Egypt. 

Egypt — which was receiving large quantities 
of quality Russian arms and ammunition — 
nationalized the (international) Suez Canal, and 
promptly disallowed ships to pass to and from 
Israel. In response, Israeli forces invaded the Si¬ 
nai peninsula on the 24th Cheshvan, and con¬ 
quered most of it in a lightning strike that lasted 
only eight days. 

The Egyptian army was totally routed — fleeing 
in a completely disorganized manner — leaving 
large quantities of almost unused arms, and 
thousands of soldiers dead or taken prisoner. 
171 Jewish soldiers were killed in the campaign. 
Jewish forces were withdrawn shortly afterwards 

— due to (political) pressure from the U.S.A. and 
Russia — and they were replaced by troops of the 
United Nations, who were to serve as a buffer. 
Many Jews left Hungary in Cheshvan during 
the unsuccessful revolt against the Soviet- 
Russian backed communist government. 

--- 5718 1958 --- 

When it was declared that the State of Israel 
would begin registering as a Jew anyone 
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stating that they were Jewish — without the need 
for certification acceptable by Halacha — a serious 
and prolonged controversy arose. The controversy 
is known as Mihu Yehudi (who is (considered) a Jew). 


into the heavens, he looked and looked, and 
saw no Creator (see 5729\I969, 5763\2003). 

- ®25 - ” 5722 1962 -»*- 


—-— 5719 " 1958 —-— 

A new water reservoir was opened in Kislev to 
ensure Yerushalayim with an adequate water 
supply (see 5282M52I, Tammuz 5708U948). 

There were 1,800,000 Jews in Eretz Yisrael at 
this time, an increase of over one million in 
eleven years fsee 5709\I949, 5729M969). 

--- 5719 - 1959 --- 


R.Moshe Feinstein — who settled in the U.S.A. 
in 1937 — published the first volume of Iggrot 
Moshe (Sh'elot UTeshuvot). He had escaped the 
Stalinist regime of Russia in 1936, settling in 
New York as a rosh yijsjii.va. .. 

In Elul the head of Sovi 


visited the U.S.A., and 
nia a resourceful repor 


a (Nikita Khrushchev) 

'n trip in Califor- 
rshon Jacobson, 


a Jewish (Halacha observant) Russian immigrant 
— reported that he had an impromptu interview 
with him ("Let him in — he is the only journalist here who 
speaks Russian...") When asked about his country’s 
treatment of Jews he denied that they were be¬ 
ing persecuted, and claimed that they were free 
but didn’t want to leave Russia. Jacobson (later a 
prominent journalist and Yiddish news publisher) 
also reported on an interview with the President 
of Egypt (Nasser), (just after the Six-Day-War, see 5727\ 1967) 
who cited the Nazi desire to annihilate the Jews 
as proof that they (Jews) were bad and dangerous. 


Adolph Eichmann — the Nazi overseer of the 
German (World War II) plan to exterminate the 
Jews — was captured (see 5707\1946) in Ar¬ 
gentina. He was publicly tried in a court in 
Eretz Yisrael, and privately hanged in 1962. 

--- 5723 1962 --- 

R.Aharon Kotler (see Sivan 5701\1941) — a 
son-in-law of R.Isser Zalman Meltzer (see 
5685M925, 5707W947) and a leader of Torah schol¬ 
ars in the U.S.A. and in Eretz Yisrael — died on 
the 2nd Kislev. 


--- 5724 1964 - - -7S£ - 

The Palestinian Arab refugees had been (per¬ 
manently) placed in refugee camps — by their 
Arab bretheren in the countries into which they 
had fled (see Sivan 5708\1948) — while the 
Jewish refugees from Arab countries (see 
5710\ 1950, 5720\I960) were absorbed into normal 
life in Eretz Yisrael. 

Delegations from these Arab countries met in 
Egypt, and established the Palestinian Libera¬ 
tion Organization (P.L.O.), which was to have an 
army (of Palestinian Arabs) to cariy out attacks 
against Jews in Eretz Yisrael (see 5717\1956). 
A terrorist group called A1 Fatah was indepen¬ 
dently established along the same lines as the 
P.L.O., but the fighters were more extreme. 


--- 5720 i960 -«25- 

In an earthquake in Agadir (Morocco) on the 2nd 
Adar, hundreds of Jews died — some say 800 — 
including students at the yeshiva (of Lubavitch). 
More than half of the 250,000 Jews of Morocco 
had already settled in Eretz Yisrael, and within 
a few years almost all of the rest had left, many 
going to France. Of the 130,000 Jews of Alge¬ 
ria, only 7,700 settled in Eretz Yisrael, most of 
the rest emigrating to France. 


--- 5725 » 1965 --- 

Martin Buber was a famous philosopher, who 
— although himself not a practicing religious 
Jew — had popularized the Chassidim and their 
tales and ideology amongst intellectual West¬ 
ern Jews. He died on the 13th Sivan. 

--- 5727 1967 --- 


- - 7 SC - 5721 1961 -®25- 

On the 26th Nissan a Russian pilot was the 
first person to leave earth and fly into space. 
Among other things, he later said that he flew 


Yerushalayim was re-united under Jewish rule in 
the Str-Day-War. 

Terrorist attacks against Jews in Eretz Yisrael 
reached unbearable proportions (see 5724\ 1964), 
and Arab armies were preparing for a battle to 
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finally destroy the Jewish state (see Ivan ffl 9 ) 

Egypt dismissed the buffering United Nations 
force in Sinai (see Seshvan EOf ; began de¬ 

ploying its forces against the borders of Israel; 
and once again (see MJ closed the Suez 

canal to all ships to and from Eretz Yisrael. 

In the morning of 26th Iyar, Israeli planes at¬ 
tacked Egypt and Syria — in a miraculous ac¬ 
tion that lasted only three hours — and de¬ 
stroyed 452 Arab planes (S of them still on the 
ground), while losing only 19. 

For six days the Jewish soldiers made spectacu¬ 
lar advances, and completely shattered the Arab 
armies of Egypt, Syria and J ordan — both of whom 
joined the action, convinced that this would be 
the victoiy they had always spoken of. 

The Old City of Yerushalayim was captured from 
Jordan (see P , and Jews could visit the 

Western Wall for the first time in many 

years (although no one 
suggested the re- 
1 of the Arab 
re from the holi¬ 
est Jewish place). Ye BE3 yi m was under 
complete Jewish conti ui — ±or the first time 
since “Bar Kochba” (Bar Kuziba) (see 88QJD 
Many of the Jewish holy places ( synagogues etc.) 
were found to have been desecrated and van¬ 
dalized by the Jordanian Arabs. 

2,700 square miles of Eretz Yisrael — including 
Kever Rachel and Ma’arat HaMachpela and 
23,500 square miles of Sinai desert — came 
under Jewish control (see Ij? . The gov¬ 

ernment of Israel (some say too hastily) indi¬ 
cated that — except for Yerushalayim — cap¬ 
tured territories could be returned in exchange 
for peace. 

777 Jewish soldiers were killed in the war. 
Immense quantities of arms and ammunition 
were captured. 

Jews all over the world had been aroused in 
an unprecedented manner — when the threat 
of war became reality — and many Jews came 
to Eretz Yisrael to join the battle and many 
came to help. 

In the aftermath of the miraculous victory, 
many Jews were reawakened to religious ob¬ 
servance — particularly the young — and this 
reawakening eventually developed into the 
long-lasting Ba’al Teshuva Movement, which 
involved many thousands of Jews returning 
to Jewish ritual and Halacha observance. 
R.Adin Steinsaltz — a brilliant scholar (and 
Ba’al Teshuva) living in Eretz Yisrael — pub¬ 
lished the first volume of the Talmud, with 


many embellishments designed to make it 
more accessible to the untrained. 

A project to enter all the available Sh’elot UTe- 
shuvot into a computer — for quick and com¬ 
prehensive reference — was commenced in 
Eretz Yisrael. Later — with the advance of per¬ 
sonal computers and their ability to read (rap¬ 
idly) dense recordings of data — this informa¬ 
tion was available to everyone at home. 


5729 1968 


In a broadcast from space on the 4th Tevet the 
astronauts (on the American space¬ 
craft Apollo 8) — inspired by the 
view of Earth from space, which 
they shared in the broadcast — read 
from the opening passages of the Bible (H 
the beginning....) H(see DO V 9, ip 


0 $, 


--- 5729 1969 - -- 

9 Jews were publicly executed in Damascus 
on the 8th Shvat. 

R.Aiyeh Levin, often called Be 7 fflik ofdfushalayimD 
— for his kind heart and good deeds to the sick, 
poor and others in need — died on 9th Nissan. 
The Arab countries surrounding Eretz Yisrael — 
who had been re-equipped (see W Bl with 

arms and ammunition by Russia — still refused 
to recognize the existence of a Jewish state in 
Eretz Yisrael, and P.L.O. infiltrators (see Elf 
had staged many damaging attacks and bomb¬ 
ings. On the 4th Iyar, Egypt began a war of attri¬ 
tion against Israel, with daily artillery shelling 
across the Suez Canal. 

There were 2,400,000 Jews living in Eretz Yis¬ 
rael at this time (see EPS, IS/ 2) 


--- 5730 1970 --- 

Libya ordered the confiscation of Jewish prop¬ 
erty on the 17th Tammuz. 

At this stage the P.L.O. (see far EPjl had 

developed a new technique of terrorism — hi¬ 
jacking international aircraft, and holding the 
passengers as hostages — until their (often 
unrealistic) demands were met. 


--- 5731 1971 --- 

Ten Jews were arrested in Russia on Tisha 
B’Av — and sent to jail — because they were 
commemorating this tragic day by visiting Babi 
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Yar (see Tishrei W 9) . This was part of a se¬ 

ries of such arrests, which did not succeed in 
curbing the increasing courage with which the 
Jews of Russia (see M'tS) began to speak 
up, particularly in their petitions and requests 
to leave for Eretz Yisrael. 1,000 Jews were per¬ 
mitted to leave Russia in 1970, and 14,500 
were permitted to leave in 1971 (see EJE 

—-— 5734 ^ 1973 —-— 


2,500 Jewish soldiers were killed 
in the Yom-Kippur-War. 

Egyptian and Syrian troops had been gather¬ 
ing at the frontiers of Eretz Yisrael for a number of 
days, but the government of the State of Israel 
was confident that this did not signal an immi¬ 
nent war. In the early afternoon of Yom Kippur, 
Egypt and Syria attacked. The Arab armies were 
initially successful in advancing on both fronts, 

due to surprise and nr - 1 - — less than 500 

Yom Kippur) de- 
ez Canal — they 
mi soldiers. Never- 



Jewish soldiers were o 
fending 100 miles alon 
were attacked by 70,000 
theless within days, the Israeli defense forces staged 
a successful counter attack, crossed the Suez Ca¬ 
nal into North Africa, and (in Syria) advanced to 
within firing range of Damascus. Russia — which 
was continuously airlifting new supplies of arms to 
the Arabs during the fighting — used the United 
Nations to intervene and stop the fighting, in which 
the Arabs had lost veiy large numbers of soldiers 
(18,500) and massive amounts of arms (2,100 
tanks). The war was over after twenty days of fight¬ 
ing, in which 2,522 Jewish soldiers were killed. 
After the defeat in the Yom Kippur War, the Arab 
countries threatened not to sell their crude-oil 
to countries who supported the Jewish state — 
which proved an effective weapon, considering 
they were the world’s largest oil suppliers — and 
the State of Israel became politically isolated par¬ 
ticularly in the United Nations. It became increas¬ 
ingly difficult to purchase armaments. 


—-— 5734 ^ 1974 —-— 

A group of mostly young religious nationalists — 
calling themselves Gush Emunim — established 
a settlement in the newly captured Syrian terri- 
toiy, in Iyar, in an attempt to pre-empt the Israeli 
government from withdrawing from that territoiy. 
They saw this as their first action towards their 
goal — of establishing settlements in all parts of 
Biblical Eretz Yisrael, captured since 1967, that 


the government of Israel had consistently main¬ 
tained could be “returned” to the Arabs. 


—-— 5735 1975 —-— 

100,000 Jews from Russia had arrived in Eretz 
Yisrael since 1967 (see IU05J2) 

The birthrate among Halacha-observant Jew¬ 
ish families was very high, and there were great 
Torah centers emerging in the U.S.A. — par¬ 
ticularly in and around New York City — and in 
Eretz Yisrael, only thirty years after the total de¬ 
struction of the European Torah centers. 

--- 5736 - 1976 --- 

100 Jews — who had been passengers on a 
plane hijacked by Arab terrorists (see 
5730\ 1970) — were held as hostages in the 
Entebbe airport near Kampala (^bnda, fkica) 
They were miraculously rescued — from deep 
in the African continent — in a spectacular raid 
by the Jewish army of Israel. 

Arab infiltrators continued their constant at¬ 
tacks on Jews in Eretz Yisrael, and all over 
the world (see par EEJil 

—-— 5737 1977 —-— 

Adm.R.Yisrael of Gur, the “Beis Yisroel”, who had 
lost his family in the Holocaust of World War II — 
as did a many of his followers (Chassidim) who were 
a surviving minority of the pre-war predominant 
Polish Chassidim — died on the 2nd Adar, and 
was succeeded by his brother, Adm.R.Simcha 
Bunim, later called the “Lev Simcha”. 


—-— 5739 1979 —-— 

The president of Egypt, Anwar Sadat, had visited 
Yerushalayim in Kislev 5778\ 1977 — on the invi¬ 
tation of the newly elected prime minister of Is¬ 
rael, Menachem Begin — and after long negotia¬ 
tions, a peace treaty was signed on the 27th Adar 
1979, supported by the U.S.A. Under the terms 
of the agreement all Jewish forces and settlements 
were withdrawn from Sinai (see 5734\ 1973). Men¬ 
achem Begin then visited Cairo. 

Adm.R.Yoel of Satmar — who was vehement in 
his opposition to the State of Israel (on religious 
grounds, see Iyar 5708\1948) — died on the 
26th Av, and was succeeded by his nephew, 
Adm.R.Moshe (ben Chaim Tzvi) of Sighet (see 

















« Section » < Page with arrow keys > 

302 Codex Judaica — Chronological Index of Jewish History 


View I TOC Index 


5740 1980 


R.Yoseph Breuer — grandson of R.Shimshon 
Rapha’el Hirsch (see 5611\1851) — died at the 
age of 98 on the 3rd Iyar. He had started a 
kehilla in a small apartment in New York upon 
his arrival after Kristallnacht (see 5798\ 1938) 
and built it into a grand community (providing 
a full spectrum of member’s needs) which ad¬ 
hered with dedication to the minhagim (customs) of 
the centuries of the glorious communities of ash- 
kenaz (Germany). He was succeeded by (his cho¬ 
sen assistant of 30 years) R.Shimon Schwab. 
Arab terrorists killed 7 Jewish students and 
wounded 16 others — in Hevron on 16 Iyar — 
and the Arab mayor was deported for incite¬ 
ment. (Subsequently the UN demanded the deportation be 
cancelled.) 

Many more Jews were allowed to leave Russia 
(see 5735\ 1975—17,000 in 1977, 29,000 in 1978, 51,500 
in 1979), however, less than half settled in Eretz 
Yisrael. 


By this time many Je’ 
primarily for economic 



eft Eretz Yisrael 
— and as many 


as 500,000 had moved to me u.S.A. (see 5689U929, 
5729U969, and 564I\I88I). 


- rrs/s - - 5741 1981 --- 

Iraq — which had always sent troops in the wars 
against Israel (see Iyar 5708\ 1948) — was danger¬ 
ously close to gaining a nuclear arms capacity. 
A nuclear reactor near Baghdad, was bombed 
and destroyed — by the Jewish pilots of the Is¬ 
rael airforce — on 5th Sivan. (The UN condemned 
the bombing.) 

3 Jews were killed — on 13th Tammuz — and 
17 wounded by heavy Arab (artillery) shelling 
of the northern Galil (Galilee). 


--- 5742 1982 -**- 

Jewish settlements in northern Sinai were dis¬ 
mantled in Adar and the settlers — many of 
them resisting — were removed by force. 

A Jewish Israeli diplomat of Israel was assas¬ 
sinated by terrorists in Paris on 10th Nissan. 

Massive enemy arsenals 
were tliseovered in Lebanon. 

Arabs in Lebanon were bombarding Jewish 
settlements near the border with destructive 
rockets and killing with other forms of terrorist 
attack. The killing extended into an international 
campaign of terror against Jews the world over. 


On the 17th Sivan Israeli defense forces invaded 
Lebanon to remove the P.L.O. (see 5730U970) that 
had firmly entrenched itself there. The invading 
Jewish forces discovered enormous arsenals of 
threatening weapons that were far greater than 
anticipated. Although the P.L.O. had stationed 
their fighters amongst women and children — 
thus allowing them to illustrate to the compliant 
international media that Jews were killing help¬ 
less civilians — they were nevertheless overcome 
in the battle and forced to withdraw from their 
entrenchment in the capital Beirut. These 
strongholds were primarily in the festering refu¬ 
gee camps now thirty-four years old (see Sivan 
5708\1948, 5724\1964). The P.L.O. fighters de¬ 
parted to other countries (primarily Tunisia). Is¬ 
raeli forces (later) withdrew southward, not fully 
withdrawing from Lebanon for another three years 
(see 5745\ 1985). 

Adm.R.Eliezer Zusia Portugal of Skulen — a 
dedicated religious leader in Romania under 
Communist rule (see 5680\ 1920), who later 
built a network of institutions for poor non¬ 
religious Jews in Israeli towns — died on the 
29th Av in the United States. 

—-— 5743 " 1983 —-— 

On Rosh Chodesh Nissan, Reform rabbis de¬ 
cided that children of a Jewish father be con¬ 
sidered “legally” Jewish ( patrilineal descent) — 
even if the mother is non-Jewish (which they de¬ 
fined as someone not converting to Judaism) — if the 
children participate in Jewish rituals. 

—-— 5744 " 1983 —-— 

Most of the senior Talmudists left the Jewish 
Theological Seminary (JTS) when the official 
Conservative seminary voted to train women 
as rabbis. 

On the 18th Kislev 4,600 terrorist prisoners 
were exchanged for the release of 6 Jewish sol¬ 
diers (see 5745\1985). 

—-— 5744 " 1984 —-— 

R. Yisrael AbiChatzira — who was a grandson of 
R.Yaakov (of Morocco), and had a wide reputation 
for miraculous deeds — died in Eretz Yisrael (see 
5640\1880) on the 4th Shvat. 

The Jewish population of Yerushalayim had 
grown to 320,000 (445,000 including non- 
Jews) the largest population of any city in 
Eretz Yisrael — except that Tel Aviv together 
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Eretz Yisrael — except that Tel Aviv together 
with its surrounding city-suburbs had a total 
metropolitan area population of 800,000. 

—-— 5745 1985 —-— 

The Israeli army completed its withdrawal from 
Lebanon in Sivan, three years after the invasion 
(see 5742\l 982). 654 Jewish soldiers had been 
killed, many not in actual battle but by terrorist 
attacks. 

1,150 terrorist prisoners were exchanged for the 
release of 3 Jewish soldiers on 20th Iyar (see 
5744 \1983). 


5746 w 1985 


7 Israeli tourists were killed by an Egyptian 
soldier when they were touring in the Sinai 
desert on the 20th Tishrei. 

On 23rd Tishrei Palestinian terrorists hijacked 


an Italian cruise ship 
dered Leon Klinghoffer 
senger. 


; Lauro) and mur- 
h American pas- 


5746 1986 


from Israel and the Linked States to teach about 
Judaism — they even established schools and 
yeshivot. Over the next decades, tens of thou¬ 
sands (some say over 100,000) of adult Jewish 
men from Russia underwent bris mila (circumci¬ 
sion) — whether there, in Eretz Yisrael, the 
U.S.A., or elsewhere. 

Relaxation of central control in Russia — which 
allowed Jews greater freedom to apply for visas 
to leave — also allowed local nationalistic pas¬ 
sions to emerge in such regions as the Ukraine 
and Moldavia. Local pride in these regions bore a 
strong tone of anti-Jewish sentiment and even ha¬ 
tred — which aroused the fears of many Jews — 
so that combined with the economic problem of 
dwindling food production and supplies, the num¬ 
ber of Jews leaving the countiy increased dra¬ 
matically (see 5740U980, 5752W992). 

Austrian president Kurt Waldheim — previously 
the head of the UN — was barred from entry 
into the U.S. as information had come to light 
that he had been an officer of the Nazi military 
and had participated in atrocities. 

Six Jewish soldiers were killed at a camp near 
Kiryat Shmona by a terrorist who crossed the 
heavily guarded border from Lebanon on a 
hang-glider. 


On the 2nd Adar- 2 , Anatoly Sharansky — a 
prominent Soviet Jewish dissident (refusenik) — 
was freed from prison and finally allowed to emi¬ 
grate to Eretz Yisrael, where he became a promi¬ 
nent leader. 

Elie Wiesel — a prominent Jewish personal¬ 
ity, and an outstanding articulator of the hor¬ 
ror of the Holocaust from whence he emerged 
— was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

The Pope (John Paul II) visited the Great Synagogue 
in Rome on the 4th Nissan (the first such visit 
ever.) 

22 worshippers were killed in a terrorist at¬ 
tack against the prominent Neve Shalom syna¬ 
gogue in Istanbul (Turkey) on 2nd Elul. 


--- 5748 1987 --- 

Arabs in Eretz Yisrael began a violent uprising 
in what was called the (first) Intifada, which 
lasted for some five years. 

--- 5748 1988 --- 

R.Gavriel Zinner began publication of his com¬ 
prehensive work Nitey Gavriel (an up-to-date 
collection of laws and customs) that is one of 
the major works of this era of Melaktim. 

- *25 - 5749 1989 - - *25 - 


—-— 5747 1987 —-— 

On the 26th Tevet, the President of Russia (Mikhail 
Gorbachev) formally announced the ongoing re¬ 
laxation of many tight government controls over 
the basic freedoms of the people in all the coun¬ 
tries it controlled under the USSR (Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics). 

This moderation allowed for more Jewish activ¬ 
ity — banned for seventy years (see 5712\l 952) — 
and many Jews subsequently came to Russia 


14 passengers were killed and 30 wounded on 
3rd Tammuz when a bus — commandeered by 
an Arab terrorist — crashed into a ravine on the 
slopes of the Yerushalayim-Tel Aviv highway. 

--- 5750 - 1990 --- 

Iraq invaded (and annexed) neighboring Kuwait 
on 18th Av, promptly proclaiming that any mili¬ 
tary action — by international forces — against 
Iraq will be met with attacks on Israel. 
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5751 »1990 


5752 ^1991 


On 17th Cheshvan R.Meir Kahane was assassi¬ 
nated by an Arab in New York City, where years 
earlier he had founded a group of vigilantes — 
the Jewish Defense League. He had subsequently 
moved to Eretz Yisrael where the political party 
he formed was banned. It was considered ultra¬ 
extreme for his fundamentalist application — to 
the contemporary situation — of Biblical state¬ 
ments of war and expulsion. 


575I 1991 


One person was killed and much damage was 
caused when Iraq fired a total of 39 missiles 
(with conventional explosive war-heads) into 
Israel, as international forces led by the U.S.A. 
swept into Kuwait to drive the Iraqis out. 

From the 27th Nissan, Adm.R.Menachem 
Mendel Schneersohn of Lubavitch (see 5710\ 1950) 


significantly increase* 
imminent coming of 
Many of his followers 


edictions of the 
shiach (Messiah). 

that he was al¬ 


ready here, and — privately at first — gave him 
petitions proclaiming their allegiance to him 
as Mashiach. 

In a dramatic airlift (see 5710\ 1950) beginning on 
the 11th Sivan, 15,000 Jews were flown out of 
Ethiopia — after 20,000 had arrived in previous 
years, 7,000 of them in a similar operation in 
5744\ 1984 — and although they believed them¬ 
selves to be of biblical Hebrew descent there was 
considerable Rabbinic discussion about their 
ultimate acceptance as full Jews. 

On the 9th Elul an anti-Jewish pogrom broke out in 
the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn — after a 
non-Jewish black child was killed in a car acci¬ 
dent — and Yankel Rosenbaum, a Jewish student 
visiting from Melbourne (Australia) was killed. For 
three days the police (apparently under orders not 
to further incite the attackers) stood by as anti-Jew¬ 
ish rioters attacked Jews and their property. Although 
virtually no Jews retaliated with violence, the 
news-media described the event as “Jews and 
blacks fighting each other”. 

On the 18th Elul the absolute rule of the Commu¬ 
nist party (see 5677U9I7) in Russia was ended (see 
5747W 987, 5752U 992), fundamentally changing the 
formal structure of government there. 

Jews from the former Soviet Union were offi¬ 
cially offered the right to settle in Germany — 
to help rebuild Jewish communities, elimi¬ 
nated by the country’s Nazi regime. 


The United States government was successful 
in arranging (some say co-ercing) for Israel to 
meet with other Arab countries on the 22nd 
Cheshvan, to discuss peace (see 5739\1979). 
It was anticipated that this process would be 
a long one; and was based on the assumption 
that the Jewish State would deliver territories 
west of the Jordan River (that had been sur¬ 
rendered to Israel, see 5727\ 1967) to some 
form of Arab rule. These territories had many 
Jewish settlements by this time, and many 
more were planned (see 5734\1974). 

--- 5752 " 1992 --- 

29 people were killed and 242 injured when a 
car bomb exploded in the Israeli Embassy in 
Buenos Aires, (Argentina) on 12th Adar-2. 

The USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) was dis¬ 
banded as the formal government of Russia, and 
was replaced by a Commonwealth of Indepen¬ 
dent States (CIS) which included the newly inde¬ 
pendent (Communist free) states of Russia, 
Byelorussia and the Ukraine. This did not have 
any immediate effect on the uncertain situa¬ 
tion of Jews in these countries (see 5747\ 1987), 
nor did the structure of commonwealth survive 
the gravitation to localized national indepen¬ 
dence. 

Adm.R.Simcha Bunim (see 5737\1977) died on 
the 7th Tammuz. He was succeeded by his half- 
brother Adm.R.Pinchas Menachem, another son 
of the Imrey Emess of Gur (see Sivan 57084948). 
Some 350,000 Jews had left “Russia” (what was for¬ 
merly the Soviet USSR) and settled in Eretz Yisrael in 
the previous three years (see 5740\ 1980,5747\ 1987). 
There were 4,250,000 Jews living in Eretz 
Yisrael at this time (see 5729\l 969). 

—-— 5753 1993 —-— 

A secret agreement signed in Oslo. 

A secret agreement ( Declaration of Principles of future 
peace) — signed in Oslo (Norway) on the 3rd Elul, 
between Israel and the PLO — caused serious 
controversy when it was publicly announced ten 
days after the event. Diplomats in the non-Jew- 
ish world were also startled that discussions would 
be held with the murderous PLO — with whom 
every Jewish leader had vowed not to negotiate 
with. In the next 5 years more Jews were killed 
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by Palestinian terrorists than in the previous 15 
years. 


—-— 5754 1993 —-— 

Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel — R.Yisrael 
Meir Lau — visited with the Pope (John Paul II) in 
Rome on 6th Tishrei. 


5754 ^ 1994 


Baruch Goldstein (a medical doctor) entered the 
Cave of Machpelah in Hevron on the 14th Adar 
(Purim) during Muslim (Friday) prayers and 
killed 29 (prostrated) Arab worshippers with his 
automatic assault weapon. He was instantly 
hacked to death. Some say he intended to pre¬ 
empt a (1929 style) clergy-incited Arab pogrom 


on Jews [see Dr. C. Simons, 2003]. 

On the 18th Adar, in New York, an Arab opened 
automatic gunfire on awan-of-Jewish students 
seriously injuring som 
Ari Halberstam. The c 
the Brooklyn Bridge — 


lling 16 year old 
ed the ramp (to 
he shooting took 
place) in his memory, and his mother was the 
driving force in the building of a multi-million 
dollar children’s museum named in his memory. 


The Last Lubavitcher Rebbe died. 

Adm.R.Menachem Mendel, the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, died on 3rd Tammuz after a prolonged 
illness. He left a legacy unequalled in perhaps 
centuries of Jewish history. Hundreds of vol¬ 
umes of his teachings have been published, and 
virtually no place on the planet has eluded a 
visit by his emissaries (shluchim), who spread the 
teachings of Jewish religious observance and 
Torah study. In the ten years after his passing 
some two thousand additional shluchim settled 


in to new locations on the globe, and hundreds of 
new buildings of Torah study and observance 
have been erected. No other individual — dur¬ 
ing his lifetime — had a greater impact on Jew¬ 
ish life. 

He had no children, and no successor has been 
appointed — his followers (chassidim) unable 
to conceive of someone filling his place — and 
many of them await his return, in varying de¬ 
grees of the notion. There are some who fer¬ 
vently await his resurrection as the Mashiach 
(see Nissan 5751\ 1991). 

86 people were killed and some 300 wounded 
on the 10th Av when a bomb blast completely de¬ 
stroyed the seven-story Jewish community build¬ 
ing in Buenos Aries (Argentina), see 5752 \ 1992. 
After many years, a declaration officially end¬ 
ing the state of war between Israel and Jor¬ 
dan was signed on 16th Av (see 5739\1979.) 

—-— 5755 " 1994 —-— 

22 people were murdered on the 14th Chesh- 
van when an Arab suicide bomber blew him¬ 
self to pieces on a crowded bus in Tel Aviv. 

R.Shlomo Carlebach died. 

R.Shlomo Carlebach died on the 15th Chesh- 
van. He was famous for his hundreds of musi¬ 
cal compositions (many of them anonymous) 
which introduced a new style of (westernized) 
Jewish music — and his spirited singing, which 
left thousands of Jews — particularly many 
young and assimilated — warm to the spirit of 
Jewish life (although he was considered con¬ 
troversial in his manner of contact with follow¬ 
ers). A legacy of Jewish prayer-style (replete with 
songs) has resulted in many “Carlebach Min- 
yanim” springing up in numerous locations. 
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5755 1995 


A commission of inquiry was established in 
Eretz Yisrael on the 7th Shvat, to investigate 
allegations of disappearance of (mostly) 
Yemenite immigrant children between 1948 
and 1954 (see 5710\1950), after reports sub¬ 
mitted by two previous committees did not sat¬ 
isfy the families and the Yemenite community 
in Israel — the accusations persisted that many 
infants were spirited away from their parents 
to be “sold” for adoption. Eventually this com¬ 
mission (also) found no organized activity of 
this nature had taken place. This did not sat¬ 
isfy many, nor answer the numerous anecdotal 
indications (especially of narents being told 


their healthy infant hai 
when requesting to vis 
R.Shlomo Zalman Aue 



ad being ignored 
/e )- 

- one of the fore¬ 


most poskim (halacha decision makers) and roshei ye- 
shiva — died on 20th Adar, and so many people 
attended the levaya (funeral) (300,000, some say 
500,000) that many secular Jews, who had 
never heard his name (not having consulted 
this independent and politically-low-profile 
posek) — wondered why they hadn’t. 


5756 1995 


Yitzchak Rabin was Assassinated. 

Yitzchak Rabin — Prime Minister of the State 
of Israel — was assassinated on the 12th 
Cheshvan and a young extremist was indicted 
for the murder — ostensibly his vengeful re¬ 
sponse to the implementation of the Oslo Ac¬ 
cords (see 5753\1993). As usual, many ques¬ 
tions remained unanswered. 

--- 5756 1996 - -- 


when a Palestinian suicide bomber blew him¬ 
self up in a Purim-holiday shopping crowd at a 
Tel Aviv mall. 

Adm.R.Pinchas Menachem Alter — the Gerer 
Rebbe (Pnei Menachem), last of the sons of the 
Imrey Emess (see 5708 \ 1948) —died on 16th 
Adar, and was succeeded by his nephew 
Adm.R.Yisrael Aryeh Alter (son of Adm.- 
R.Simcha Bunim (see 5752\1992).) 

—-— 5757 ^ 1997 —-— 

On 29th Tevet — shortly after the Swiss par¬ 
liament had prohibited the destruction of 
documents relating to “dormant accounts” 
(bank accounts belonging to Jews exterminated during the 
Holocaust, which the Swiss banks had refused to disclose 
for more than fifty years) — a security guard at a 
bank found some documents in the shred¬ 
ding room that were from the holocaust era. 
Realizing the potential significance of these fi¬ 
nancial records, he took some to authorities. 
He was fired from his job, received death 
threats, and forced to leave his country, find¬ 
ing refuge in the United States where Con¬ 
gress passed a special bill granting perma¬ 
nent residence for him and his family. (After 
extensive legal action by claimants, a payment settlement of 
U.S. $1.25 billion was eventually reached.). 

Seven school girls were murdered by a Jorda¬ 
nian soldier at Naharayim on the 6th Adar-i — 
the Jordanian king (later) sent $1 million for 
compensation to families 
Suicide bombers killed 24 people in three sepa¬ 
rate attacks — one in Tel Aviv and two in 
Yerushalayim — on the 14th Adar-i ( Purim 
Katan). On the 25th Tammuz two consecutive 
suicide bombings in the Mahane Yehuda mar¬ 
ket in Yerushalayim killed 16 people and 
wounded 178. 


25 were killed and some 90 wounded when 
Arab suicide bombers (from Hamas — an ex¬ 
tremely radical fundamentalist-Islamic 
group) attacked a Yerushalayim bus on 5th 
Adar; another 20 were killed when a Hamas 
suicide bomber blew up a bus in Yerusha¬ 
layim on the 11th Adar; and 14 were killed 
and 130 wounded on 13th Adar (Taanit Esther) 


—“— 5759 ^ 1999 —“— 

The Reform Movement’s rabbinical body (num¬ 
bering some 1,500 members) meeting in Pitts¬ 
burgh in Sivan, encouraged (in a Statement of Prin¬ 
ciples) performance of mitzvot and returning to 
traditional practices (see Pittsburgh Platform 
5645\1885, issued by less than 20 members.) 
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5760 2000 


drew unilaterally from 
ing Iyar, after twenty- 


The Pope (]ohn Paul II) visited Eretz Yisrael in Adar-2 
(see 5746\ 1986, 5754 \1993). 

Court rules that Revisionist Historians are Nasi 
sympathisers. 

In a book [“Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth 
and Memory” (Free Press, 1993)], an internationally dis¬ 
tinguished American scholar (Deborah Lipstadt) 
acccused an “Holocaust denier” (David Irving) of 
committing serious historical misrepresenta¬ 
tion. He, in response, sued her and her British 
publisher for libel (in England — where she would 
be the one on trial, and need to prove her state¬ 
ments to be true). After having to spend $3 mil¬ 
lion in defense and bringing countless wit¬ 
nesses, the judge ruled against Irving on the 
6th Nissan, stating that he was essentially a 
Nazi sympathizer and apologist. 

After suffering constant attacks, kidnappings, 
and harassment, Isra js (2,000) with- 

m Lebanon dur- 
|rs of protecting 
the northern border of Eretz Yisrael (from that 
side.) Many were concerned that this would 
send a message to the Arab world that the 
Jewish people had lost their resolve and would 
retreat under pressure. 

Adm.R.Shlomo of Bobov died on the 1st Av (Rosh 
Chodesh). He had come to the U.S.A. as a holo¬ 
caust survivor, yet managed to re-build the 
greatness of the dynasty of Bobov — and even 
(by virtue of his constant encouragement and 
nurturing of other survivors) appeared to have 
inherited the central role of the whole Galcian 
Chassidic domain. He was succeeded by his 
son AdmR.Naftali Tzvi. 

On the 22nd Tammuz the Palestinian leader 
(Yasser Arafat) refused to accept a peace offer 
(see Elul, this year) (made at the presidential re¬ 
treat of Camp David in the USA) from the prime 
minister of the State of Israel (Ehud Barak) which 
would have given Palestinian Arabs more than 
95% of the territory captured in 1967 (in self 
defense) from Egypt and Jordan, and granted 
them the right to create their own (Palestin¬ 
ian) state. 

On the 7th Av Joseph Lieberman (of Connecti¬ 
cut) — a prominent U.S. Senator and a pub¬ 
licly acknowledged orthodox Jew — was 
nominated as the candidate for Vice-Presi¬ 
dent on the ticket of a major political party 
(Democratic). 


On 28th Elul a visit to the har habayit (Temple 
Mount) by the (right-wing) opposition party 
leader (Ariel Sharon) sparked a clash with Ar¬ 
abs who had slowly been allowed to regard 
this as their territory. This was used as the 
launching pretext (despite evidence of prepa¬ 
ration all summer) for a four year series of 
clashes which became known as Intafada-2 
(see 576112000, 576l\200l, 5765\2004). 

-«25- - 5761 2000 -^- 

On the 2nd Tishrei (Rosh HaShanah), after having 
been under incessant fire, the tomb of Yosef 
HaTzadik (biblical Joseph) — one of the tombs 
whose location is known with the utmost de¬ 
gree of Certainty [“Tombs of the Righteous in the Land of 

Israel”, p. 365 ; Dr. Zvillan, archeologist] - Was destroyed, 

a few hours after the Jewish forces securing 
the site had withdrawn under an agreement 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak had made with 
the Palestinian authorities (that the site would 
be guarded from vandalism, and would be ac¬ 
cessible to all). 

On the 30th Tishrei a Jewish minister of the 
State of Israel (Rehavam Ze’evi) was assassinated 
by Palestinian terrorists. 

There were more than 200 attacks internation¬ 
ally on Jewish targets — including more than 
60 on synagogues — during the month of 

Tishrei. 

On 5th Tevet Arab terrorists seeking targets for 
murder, chanced upon the son of R.Meir Kahane 
(see 5751\ 1990) — he was murdered together 
with his wife. 

231,680 Jews of the former Soviet Union immi¬ 
grated to the U.S.A. between 1991 and 2000, 
105,598 of them settled in the New York area 
(see 5752 \ 1992). 

--- 5761 2001 --- 

R.Mordechai Gifter (see 5705\I945) died on 24th 

Tevet. 

R.Avigdor Miller — a prominent, devout and out¬ 
spoken Rav and author in New York — died on 
29th Nissan. 

On 20th Av a terrorist blew himself up in a pizza 
store (crowded with children) in the center of 
Yerushalayim. 130 were wounded and 15 were 
killed; among them 15 year-old Malka Chana 
Roth, who had always devoted time extending 
aid to severely disabled children (including her 
sister). Her (Australian immigrant) parents 














« Section » < Page with arrow keys > 

308 Codex Judaica — Chronological Index of Jewish History 


View I TOC Index 


established a foundation for such children in her 
memory (Keren Malka). 

R.Avraham Yaakov Pam — a revered rosh yeshi- 
vah with an exceptionally humble personal in¬ 
tegrity and approach — died on 28th Av. 



Terrorism against America 
explodes into a World War (III). 

Radical Islamic groups ("see 
4908\l 149, 4925\l 165, 5007\ 

1247) (who had been targetingjews 
and the State of Israel) —I 

determined to rid the world 
of the influence and “ex¬ 
cesses” of liberal Western soci 
ety through a holy war (in 
which the self sacrifice of 
suicidal killin g was a vir¬ 
tue) — planned and ex¬ 
ecuted a precise mili¬ 
tary style opera¬ 
tion to destroy 
major American 
targets. Four 
groups hi¬ 
jacked com¬ 
mercial air¬ 
planes in 
mid-flight, on 
23rd Elul, 
and — with all the innocent passengers aboard — 
flew them crashing into prominent buildings. Two 
crashed into — and brought down — the tallest 
buildings in the world, the “Twin Towers” of the 
World Trade Center in New York, and another 
crashed into the Pentagon, the hub of the USA 
military. The fourth airplane crashed in southern 
Pennsylvania as it was apparently heading towards 
the US Capitol or the White House in Washington 
DC. The passengers on that last flight, having re¬ 
ceived information by cell-phones of the other three 
hijackings, realized that they were doomed, and 
rebelled against the hijackers, and either directly 
or indirectly caused the plane to crash without 
reaching its intended target. 

A total of 2,792 people were killed (including 343 
fire-fighters, 75 police, 261 passengers) and 2,337 
were injured. The vast majority of casualties were 
in New York City, yet relatively few of the casual¬ 
ties were Jewish despite being a high propotion 
of the population. 

This signaled the official start of an interna¬ 
tional war — even though there had been pre¬ 
vious attacks against the USA (one was a 


bombing of the same World Trade Center build¬ 
ing) — because the elected government at the 
time recognized the motives behind the attacks. 
This war — against a swelling movement aim¬ 
ing to bring the world to a primitive social struc¬ 
ture, without personal wealth and liberties, in¬ 
ternational finance, communications, a world 
where Islam reigns supreme, and where, at the 
appropriate times of the day, the billions of in¬ 
habitants of the Earth would bow to Mecca — ap¬ 
pears to bear the title World War III ( some say World 

War IV — considering the Cold War between the Free World (USA and 
Allies) and the Communists as an actual war), although it is 
very different from the two previous conventional 
wars that were fought worlwide by nation against 
nation. This war could take decades, and could 
emerge in unanticipated ways and places — to 
be decided by “stateless” radicals who glorify 
murder and suicide for the cause of their reli¬ 
gion. They recognize that many in the Western 
world lack the resolve to confront the issue 
(ironically, mostly the same people whose mor¬ 
als and values the Islamic fundamentalists de¬ 
spise the most) and consider it another sign of 
the decadent decline of Western society which 
they seek to overthrow. 

The subsequent USA led invasion and freeing of 
the people of Afghanistan and Iraq from despotic 
regimes allied to terrorism were the first and the 
clearest actions of the war — although many in 
Western countries did not see these actions as 
subsections of the international war against fun¬ 
damentalist Islam. 

- -7S/S - 5762 2001 —-— 

R.Menachem Mann Shach (see 5748 \ 1988) — 
who had been imprisoned during the Russian 
civil war (see 5677\1917) — died in the town of 
Bnei Brak where he was the leading rosh yeshi- 
vah — on the 16th Cheshvan (some say at age 
103), and only a few hours later approximately 
600,000 people attended his funeral. 

- - 5762 2002 -^- 

On the 18th Tevet a ship laden with 50 tons of 
weapons from (the radical Islamic republic of) 
Iran, bound for Palestinian Arabs, was inter¬ 
cepted on the ocean by the navy of Israel. 

One person was killed on the 14th Shvat and 
more than 100 people were injured when a 
woman became the first female to commit sui¬ 
cide with a bomb in Yerushalayim. 
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28 people were killed and 134 injured when a 
suicide bomber blew himself up at a Pesach 
(Passover) seder (14th-15th Nissan) in a Netanya 
resort hotel. 

The Jewish population in Eretz Yisrael was 
5.3 million in Iyar, and in Tammuz a record 
number (400) of North American immigrants 
arrived together to settle. 

The total number of attacks in the 2nd Intafada 
(from Elul 5760\2000) until Tammuz 14th was 
13,421. 561 were killed and 4,208 persons 
were injured. 

--- 5763 2003 -*- 


Shabbat (and later, together with the remains 
of his diary found strewn on the Texas land¬ 
scape, was a page on which he had written a 
Shabbat prayer so that he could recite it prop¬ 
erly while in space.) 

- -TS/5 - 5764 2003 —-— 

The Neve Shalom Synagogue (see 5746\1986) 
in Istanbul (Turkey) and another nearby syna¬ 
gogue were attacked by car bombs on 20th 
Cheshvan during Shabbat prayer services. 21 
Jewish people (and 3 non-Jews) were killed 
and 60 were wounded. 


Jewish astronaut with Torah scroll 
in fiery return from space. 

The first Israeli astronaut (Han Ramon) (who had 
been a pilot in the air raid which destroyed the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor, see 5741 \ 1981) — dis¬ 
played to the world or ~ r ‘° th Shvat, (during 
a live tele-conference f Em J space craft, be¬ 
fore its tragic disentigr re-entry into the 

earth’s atmosphere) an ^^^Jonally small To¬ 
rah scroll that he was given to take into space. 
(It had originally been given by a rabbi to a thir¬ 
teen year old bar mitzvah boy in Bergen Belsen 
(Nazi concentration camp) who was now a scientist.) 
He also took a silver kiddush cup for use on 


- - 7 SC - - 5764 2004 --- 

Total Casualties in Erets Yisrael. 

Since the establishment of the State of Israel 
in 1948, 22,700 people were killed in traffic 
accidents on the country’s roads; in the same 
time span 21,600 lost their lives in wars and 
security-related incidents. 

A fence was erected (a massive wall, in places) 
along the border of Jewish and Arab habitation, 
and the casualties from terrorism were down by 
44% in this year compared to the previous year, 
although the project was not yet complete. 
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Personalities are mentioned in this 
Chronological Index of Jewish Histoiy 
in three possible ways: 

(i) In the major timelines, charts and headlines; 
(ii) in the text of the year of an event; 
t) in a chart or in a listing of “Living in the Year 


Most — if not all — of the names 
in this listing here 
do not appear elsewhere. 
Conversely, names of prominent persons 
not appearing here 
are listed elsewhere — 
barring human error in oversight, 
for which apologies are herewith 
sincerely extended. 

The listing of 

Current Noteworthy Personalities 
are those still developing historical significance. 
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Noteworthy 

Qdntemporaries 


Tzaddikim <32 Baalei Mussar, Roshei Yeshivah 32 Rahbonim, 
Talmudists 32 Scholars. 

1. Chronological Listing 

R.Yoshua Leib Diskin b. 1818 ? d. 1898 



Adm.R.Shaul Yedidya Taub - Modzitzer Rebbe b. 1886 d. 1947 
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R.Yehuda Leib Ashlag - Ba'al HaSulam 

b. 1886 

d. 1954 

R.Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman 

b. 1886 

d. 1969 

R.Velvel (Solevetchik) of Brisk 

b. 1887 

d. 1959 

Adm.R.Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Kopischnitz b. 1888 

d. 1967 

Adm.R.Yisrael of Bluzhev 

b. 1889 

d. 1989 

R.Avraham Chaim No'eh 

b. 1890 

d. 1954 

R.Yechezkel Sarna 

b. 1890 

d. 1969 

Adm.R.Mordechai Shlomo of Boyan 

b. 1891 

d. 1971 

Adm.R.Shmuel Ehrenfeld of Mattersdorf 

b. 1891 

d. 1980 

R.Yaakov Kaminetsky 

b. 1891 

d. 1986 

Michtav M'Eliyahu - R.Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler 

b. 1892 

d. 1954 

Adm.R.Aharon Roth - T Toldos AharonJ 

b. 1894 

d. 1947 


Tchebiner Rav - R.Dov Ber(ish) Weidenfeld b. 1894 ? d 1965 
R.Yaakov Landau b. 1895 ? d. 1986 

R.Reuven Grozovsky b. 1896 d. 1956 

Adm.R.Nachum Mordechai Perlow of NovoMinskh. 1897 ? d. 1976 
Adm.R.Yehuda Moshe Tiberg of Alexander b. 1898 d. 1973 
The Steipler Gaon - RYaakovYisroel Kanievsky b. 1899 d. 1985 
Ribnitzer Rebbe - Adm.RChaim Zanvil Abramowitzb 1899 ? d 1995 


R.YaakffiUShaul Katzin b 1900 d. 1994 

falevi Ruderman b 1901 d. 1987 

hmuelevitz b 1902 d. 1978 

R.Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss b 1902 d. 1989 


R.' 

R.j 

Mincnas ritzchak 


Adm.R.Yosef Greenwald of Pupa b. 1902 ? d. 1984 



Adm.R.Shalom Noach Brazovsky of Slonim b. 1911 d. 2000 
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Current Noteworthy Personalities 

5765X2004 



R.Gavriel Zinner - Nitey Gavriel 
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Prime Ministers of Israel 


David Ben-Gurion 
Moshe Sharett 
Levi Eshkol 
Golda Meir 
Yitzhak Rabin 
Menachem Begin 
Yitzhak Shamir 
Shimon Peres 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
Ehud Barak 
Ariel Sharon 


1948 ±1953 & 1955 ±1963 

1954 ±1955 
1963 ±1969 
1969 ±1974 

1974 ±1977 & 1992 ±1995 
1977 ±1983 

1983 ±1984 & 1986 ±1992 

1984 ± 1986 & 1995 ± 1996 
1996 ±1999 

1999 ±2001 
2001 ± 



fjkial Eoblem of the Eate of brael 


Presidents of Israel 


Chaim Weizmann 
Itzhak Ben-Zvi 
Zalman Shazar 
Ephraim Katzir 
Yitzhak Navon 
Chaim Herzog 
Ezer Weizman 
Moshe Katsav 


1949 ±1952 
1952 ±1963 
1963 ±1973 
1973 ±1978 
1978 ±1983 
1983 ± 1993 
1993 ± 2000 
2000 ± 
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From the Perry-Castaneda LibraryMap Collection, 
from the Atlas To Freeman’s Flistorical Geography, 
Edited by J.B. Bury, Longmans Green and Co. 3rd Edition 1903 
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Costantinople (later Istanbul 
previously Byzantium, see 4073\313) 
at the mouth of the Black Sea. 
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just across the Bosphorus Straits 
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® Provence (south-east France), see Index. 

® Change of rule in Spain, see other maps 
_ ® Size of Lithuania, Poland and Hungary 
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The extent of Poiand-Lithuania — including Ukraine — at a time ofJewish growth. 

The Ottoman Empire and the town of Galipoli (south-west of Constaninople) where 
Shabbetai Tzvi was interned (see 5426W 666) . 
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The extent of Russia that included parts of Poland. 

The Austro-Hungarian Empire which also included parts of Poland, 
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Appendix A 

The Chronological Placement of Chanuka. 


In this book, Chanuka is chronologically placed in the 
(Jewish) year 3621. 

Some say / Meir.Eyn.36, 53 /q.Tzem.Dav. 3590 ] that the revolt of the 
Chashmona'im was (notin 362 1 but) in 3590. 


This, however, is inconsistent with the dates given in 
the Talmud. [A.Z.9a, see Tzem.David 3621]. 


Some attempt to resolve the inconsistency by saying 
that the revolt and subsequent miracle of Chanuka 
were isolated victories, and that the Syrian (Greek) 
domination and religious persecution did not cease, but 
continued for over 20 years, until the establishment of 
the Kingdom of the Chashmona'im (at a later date), 
which would coincide with the time frame of the Talmud 
— 3622 [a.z. 9aj. Accordingly (they say) none of the 
brothers were kings (or rulers) (except for Shimon, the 
last one, who ruled in a limited way), because the 
Syrian (Greeks) were still in power ['Chanukah' Artscroll Mesorah 
Series, N.Y. 1981, p.34, 81-86]. 


This attempt at reconciliation, however, is inconsistent 
with: 


1) the Talmud [Shab.21b], 
of the Chashmona'im at 


fers to the Kingdom 
: of the miracle of 
Chanuka, and makes the specific point of iinserting 
the word "Kingdom" (Malchut) into the text (of Megillat 
Ta'anit) that it is quoting; 


2) the Ramban [Br.49.10 (Quoted in 'Chanukah', Artscroll (p.87, 88), arid 
apparently misread)], who clearly refers to all of the brothers as 
rulers — who suffered the consequences of their rule 
(because they were Kohanim, not from the tribe of 
Yehuda, and therefore not supposed to rule); 


3) Rashi who refers to them all in regal terms, as 
rulers iDan. 11 . 20 ]; 


4) the prayer of "Al-HaNissim" composed very shortly 
after the miracle by Yochanan Kohen Gadol (see 3622\- 
139, 3623\-138, and Appendix B). This prayer (which 
has a specific number of words) indicates that only after 
they had successfully defeated their enemy (Vachar 
Kach) did they take to the dedication of the Beit 
Hamikdash and light the lights of the Menora [KoWo chan .44 

p.44b, Gimat.122. p.926/Roke’ach 225p. 127/Mmn.Hakd.Pir.Mi.chap.6]. 


Much of the weight of evidence, produced by the latter 
work [Chanukah’, Artscroll], rests on the account of the events 
in the anonymous books of Chashmona'im (Maccabees). 
These books are part of the Apocrypha, a series of 
books, some of which are assumed to have been written 
in Hebrew originally, but are now only available in 
(Hebrew) translations from the Greek (and Latin). 

It seems that the books were available, in some form, in 
the 1500's, because they are supposedly quoted in 
Tosaphot Yom Tov [Meg.3. 6/, (although he refers to Sefer 


! ) Megillat Ta'anit itself distinguishes between "Beit" Chashmona'i [2.17,27, 9.3,2 7], 
"Bnei" Chashmona'i [3.17], and "Malchut" Chashmona'i [12.13], and one must 
therefore assume significance to the Talmud's insertion of the word "Malchut" 
(Kingdom). 


Maccabi, and may be referring to something else 2 ), and 
in Tzemach David ] 3590 ]\ and both authors were living in 
a similar time span (1550-1650 CE). The fact that the 
Tosaphot Yom Tov and the Tzemach David have quoted 
from them is used as a proof of their acceptability to 
traditional Talmud scholars 3 . 

In fact, however, it is remarkable that they 
(Chashmona'im) are so rarely referred to by Talmudists, 
particularly by the Tzemach David, who was writing 
history. It is equally important to note, that one of those 
few occasions in which he does quote Chashmona'im, is 
with regard to the chronological placing of Chanuka, yet 
he overrules that opinion. 

The Halachot Gedolot (BaHaG) (see 4519\759) mentions 
a Megillat Chashmona'im that was written by the 
authors of Megillat Ta'anit. / misof : P . 282 b], It is unlikely 2 
that this is the same book of Chashmona'im 
(Maccabees) referred to here, because Chashmona'im 
differs with Megillat Ta'anit on such a fundamental issue 
as to how the revolt of the Chashmona'im began. Megillat 
Ta'anit / chap. 6] ascribes it to a personal persecution about to 
be perpetrated on the family of the Chashmona'im, whilst 
Chashmona'im /Maccabees 1 2.17-29] describes a public event of 
an altar with an idol. 

The book Me'or Einayim (whose author also lived in the 
1500's) also bases his chronological placement of 
Chanuka on the book of Chashmona'im. However, the 
negative attitude of Talmudists (particularly R.Yosef 
Karo), to Me'or Einayim is clearly stated by the Chida 
[Machazik Bracha o.c. 307 .p.i 33 a], and the Maharal of Prague 
categorically rejects his historical calculations. [BaerHaGoia 

Chap.6p.127-141, Yerush.1971].] 


This chronology is based on Biblical, Talmudic, and 
post Talmudic sources, and all evidence in such sources 
clearly places the date of the revolt of the 
Chashmona'im at the year 3621. 


2 ) The following accounts of Chanuka are referred to, or are actually extant: 

Megillat Antiochus [Siddur Otzar HaTefillot] reportedly written originally in Aramaic , 
and supposedly pre-dating Chashmona'im [see footnote there]., 

Megillat Chashmona'im, referred to by the Halachot Gedolot (see further in this 
appendix). (Some say that this is the Megillat Antiochus.) 

Midrash Ma'asei Chanuka [Manuscript, Munich], 

d) Chashmona'im [Macc.2.25] refer to five other works, describing the story of 
Chanuka. 

It is therefore quite possible, that there were also other works available (besides 
these). 

3 ) "Chanukah", Artscroll [p.34] also mentions (as proof to their assumption of the 
(Talmudic) acceptability of Chashmona'im), that Eliyahu Rabbah [O.C.671.1 - should 
be 670.1] also quotes them. In fact his quote is virtually verbatim as that of the 
Tosaphot Yom Tov, and he also calls it Sefer Maccabi. 

If Eliyahu Rabbah in fact saw the Sefer Maccabi that he quotes, then it is definitely 
not(2) the Sefer Chashmona'im (Maccabees), because both he and the Tosaphot Yom 
Tov are quoting identical words to describe an event, and those words are not found 
in Chashmona'im, in the description of the same event. [Macc.14.38-58, II 10.2-11]. 

If he is quoting from the Tosaphot Yom Tov, which he often did [Shem.Hag. l.Yud.92 
p.52]], then the Eliyahu Rabbah cannot be used as an additional endorsement of the 
Talmudic acceptability of Chashmona'im. 
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Appendix B 

The Identity Of Yochanan Kohen Gadol. 


The Talmud mentions Yochanan Kohen Gadol many 
times, without clearly identifying who he was, and at 
what time he lived. 


In fact there is a difference of opinion in the Talmud 
IBer.29a / as to his identity as indicated in the following. 

1) The Rambam (Maimonides), in his introduction to his 
explanations of the Talmud [PimshHaMishna,zer.], devotes a chapter 
[chap.6] to clarification of identities in the Talmud. In this 
chapter (where he would have paid attention to be precise 
and accurate) he clearly states that Yochanan Kohen Gadol 
was the son of Mattityahu ('the famous, mentioned in the 
prayers', presumably the "Al-HaNissim" prayer). The 
Rambam also mentions Yochanan ben Mattityahu [in chapters 4 
and 7], as being a leading scholar of that time. 

The Roke'ach, in discussing Chanuka [225. P .i27], states 
that Chanuka transpired through Yochanan Kohen 
Gadol. He later points out 1 that Yochanan Kohen Gadol 
composed the "Al-HaNissim" prayer. 

The Levush / HU.chan.67o •], says that the Chashmona'im, 
which means Yochanan Kohen Gadol, recaptured and 
entered the Beit Hamikdash. 


It seems obvious that both 
concur with the opinion of 
Kohen Gadol was the son c 
became Kohen Gadol, rathei 


'ach and the Levush 
ibam that Yochanan 
rhu; and because he 
olitical leader like the 
other brothers, he was perhaps not as commonly identified 
(as they were) with military or political accomplishments. 


This can be reinforced by the indication in the Talmud 
[R.H.iabi that after the victory of the Chashmona'im, it was 
customary to use a standardized introduction on legal 

documents. The statement read "In the year_ since 

Yochanan Kohen Gadol...". 


However, the Rambam [hu.mos.9.1] says "...Yochanan Kohen 
Gadol, who was after Shimon HaTzadik...", and the 
Bertinura [Mas.sken. 5 . 15 ] follows this statement. The Kesef 
Mishna (R.Yosef Karo) however, immediately explains that 
the Rambam wrote this in order to distinguish 2 between 
the first Yochanan Kohen Gadol, and the second 
Yochanan Kohen Gadol, who became a Tzeduki. 

It is (incidentally) impossible to suggest that Yochanan 
Kohen Gadol was directly after Shimon HaTzadik, 
because of the events related in the Talmud / Mm.i09b], 
regarding the jealousy of succession after Shimon 
HaTzadik's death (see 3488\-273). (This would probably 
explain why the Kesef Mishneh found it necessary to 
comment on the historical point, when it doesn't affect 
the Halacha aspect at all.) 

2) There are those who say that Yochanan Kohen 
Gadol was the father of Mattityahu. [Yuch.i.i6, 62 /Sed.Had. 

Sed.Tan.VeAm. Yoch.K.G./possibly the Bertinura Mas.Shen.5.15]. 

The Yuchasin quotes the Rambam [chap. 6 ], and claims 
that it is a mistake, and should read Yochanan the 
'father' of Mattityahu, not the 'son'. (He interprets the 
words 'the famous, mentioned in the prayers' as 


1 The Roke'ach claims a very long line of information transferral direct to him from 
Shimon HaPakuli, see 3836\76. [Shem.Hag.l. Alef.219 p.21-22]. 

2 ) It is probable that the Rambam used this method of identification - even though 
Yochanan Kohen Gadol was much later than Shimon HaTzadik - because he was 
paraphrasing the Talmud [Yom. 9a], which lists them together, because they were both 
famous and of long tenure. 


referring to Yochanan (when in fact it seems obvious 
that it is referring to Mattityahu)). 

Would the Yuchasin claim that chap.4 and 7 in the 
Rambam are also mistakes? 

(Toldot Am Olam [ 2.4121 questions the Yuchasin, but also 
relies on saying that the Rambam / chap.4 / is an inaccuracy 
[roiAm.OL2.4io], and really is referring to the son of the son 
(grandson) of Mattityahu (in a circumspect way). He 
does not quote nor address chap.6, yet it is precisely in 
this chapter the Rambam would not use circumspect 
references to a grandson as a son while attempting to 
clarify and be specific about identities.) 

Furthermore, what would be the explanation of the 
(aforementioned) Talmud / R.H.isb /, which indicates that 
Yochanan Kohen Gadol was being used as a dating 
'beacon' after the revolt of the Chashmona'im? 

It is also clear that 3 Rashi / sot.33a / maintains that 
Yochanan Kohen Gadol was after the revolt of the 
Chashmona'im. 

3) Others say that Yochanan Kohen Gadol was 
Yochanan Hyrkanos (see 3642\-119) the son of 
Shimon, who was in turn the son of Mattityahu. 

[Dor.Har.2.444/Tol.Am 012.227, 410], 

Most agree that this Yochanan (II) was the Kohen Gadol 
who the Talmud says became a Tzeduki. [Yuch. 1 . 14 , 62 /Tzem. 

David 3646/Sed.Had./Dor.Har.2.442, 444/Tol.Am 01.2.254]. 

There is a difference of opinion in the Talmud / Ber.29a. / as 
to whether Yochanan Kohen Gadol was the one who 
became a Tzeduki. All seem to agree that Yannai (was 
or) became a Tzeduki. Was Yochanan the same person 
as Yannai, or was he not? Abayee says he was. Rava 
says he was not. The Talmud appears to conclude with 
the opinion of Rava (as would be customary) 4 . 

None of the above possibilities readily accounts for a 
Yochanan Kohen Gadol to have served (a full) 80 years, as 
related in the Talmud [Ber.29a, Yom9a]. This remains unclear. 5 , 6 , 7 . 


For the purposes of a Talmudic chronology, it is 
preferable to accept the clear statements of the 
Rambam, Roke'ach and Levush; that Yochanan Kohen 
Gadol was the son of Mattityahu the Chashmona'i. 

It is plausible that there would be a blurring of identities 
ITaLBer.29a] between Yochanan Kohen Gadol (the son of 
Mattityahu), and his nephew, 'Yochanan Hyrkanos Yannai, 
if they succeeded each other - which they probably did. 


3 ) It appears, however, that Rashi accepts that there was only one Yannai, which 
raises questions resolved by Tosaphot, who indicate there were two. [Rashi Sot.22b, 
Ber.48a, Kid.66a, Shab.l6b/ Tos.Yom.18a, Yev.61a]. 

4 ) It is also apparent from the Kesef Mishna [HiLMas. 9.1] that the conclusion of the 
Talmud is that they were two different people, and it was established that it was 
(technically) possible that Yochanan could have become a Tzeduki, but in fact he did not. 

5 ) The Tiferet Yisrael ]Tal.Av.2.4(33)] says that Yochanan Kohen Gadol lived for 80 
years. The Talmud, however, clearly states that he served as Kohen gadol for 80 
years. [Tal.Ber.29a, Yom. 9a]. 

The Steinsaltz Talmud points to a possible solution [Yom. 9a, Ber.29a], saying that 
Yochanan Kohen Gadol refers to a "group" of people, or to a period. This is more 
plausible in Yoma than in Berachot, and would be accepted if stated by a Rishon 
(Early Scholar). Rashi [Ber.29a], however, accepts the meaning as simply stated. 

6 ) The Maharsha [Pes.57a] suggests (yet) another possible identity for Yochanan 
Kohen Gadol. 

7 ) The Me'iri [Peticha (introduction) L'Avot] appears to contradict himself. Once he says 
Yochanan Kohen Gadol was the son of Mattityahu [p.28 Yerush. 1964], and later he 
says that he was the father of Mattityahu. [p.34 Sed.Hat.,Dmai]. 
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Appendix C 

The Ten Martyrs Killed By The Romans 


Ten great Tanna'im were brutally killed by the Romans, and 
their memory has become legend in Jewish history, 
particularly through a prayer that is said on the holiest day of 
the Jewish calendar, Yom Kippur, during the Mussaf service. 
It is generally accepted [ sed.Had.388c ] that these Ten Martyrs 
(Asara Harugei Malchut) include the following Tanna'im: 

1. R.Shimon ben Gamliel I 1 

2. R.Chanina Sgan HaKohanim 

3. R.Yishmael (Kohen Gadol) 

4. R.Akiva 2 (ben Yosef) 

5. R.Yehuda ben Bava 3 

6. R.Chanina ben Tradyon 4 

7. R.Chutzpit HaMeturgeman 

8. R.Yesheivav HaSofer 

9. R.Elazar ben Shamu'a 


There is a considerable difference of opinion as to who 
was the tenth (great) Tanna killed by the Romans. 

Some say that it was R.Yehuda ben Teima, others say it 
was R.Eliezer ben Dama, an 


Teima was also called ben D 
say that R.Chanina ben 
martyrs, others say R.Yeh 




ry that R.Yehuda ben 
re are yet others who 
ry was one of the 
achtum, and others 


who include R.Tarfon. [Yuch, Abarbanel, YaLReuu., q. Sed.Had.3880]. 


It is known that R.Shimon ben Gamliel I (listed above as 
#1) was no longer living at the time of the destruction of 
the Second Beit Hamikdash [see below], and that 
R.Akiva (listed as #4) was alive at the time of the Bar 
Kochba revolt many years later (see 3887\ 127). It is 
therefore assumed that not all ten martyrs were killed 
during the same period in history (even though the 
aforementioned prayer allegorically describes them as 
components of one incident.) 

R.Yitzchak HaLevi Rabinowitz (see 5674 \ 1914) raises 
some important questions (in Dorot HaRishonim [ 3 . 177 - 
181 , 199 - 202 , 4 . 615 - 20 ]) with regard to the previously accepted 
list of Martyrs. His questions are as follows: 

1) If they were killed over an extended period of 
bloodshed, why have they so often been grouped 
together? 

2) Shmuel HaKatan (see 3836\76), one of the 
Tanna'im who saw the destruction of the Second Beit 
Hamikdash, was eulogized by R.Gamliel and R.Elazar 
ben Azaryah, [Taismach. 8(47a)\, (presumably) when they 


1 See Rashi Shab. 8b. 

2 ) R.Akiva was imprisoned for an extended time (see 3894\134), and then he was 
tortured to death, by having his skin peeled off with hot metals. [Tal.Ber.61b]. 

3 ) When all Jewish religious practice was banned, and an emphasis placed on the ban 
of Torah study, R.Yehuda ben Bava gathered together R.Meir, R.Yehuda (ben Ra'i), 
R.Shimon (bar Yochai), R.Yossi, and R.Elazar ben Shamu'a (disciples of R.Akiva, who 
was already in prison [see Dor.Har.4.641-4]). He met them between two towns, to give 
them Semichah (ordination) (because the Romans had threatened to annihilate any 
town in which Semichah was given). He told them to escape (which they did (see 
3894\134), except that apparently R.Elazar ben Shamu'a was later captured). 
R.Yehuda ben Bava was caught on location, and speared (many times) to death. 
[Tal. San. 13b- 14a, also San. 11a]. 

4 j R.Yossi ben Kisma was respected by the Romans (apparently others were also, 
such as R. Yochai (father of R.Shimon) [Tal.Pes.l 12a]), and when he died, many of 
them attended his funeral. Upon their return, they found R.Chanina ben Tradyon 
studying and teaching Torah. They took him, wrapped him in a Sefer Torah scroll, 
piled up bundles of twigs around him, and before setting him alight, they also placed 
damp woolen swabs on him, to prolong the agony of being burned to death. 
[Tal.A.Z. 18a]. 


were joint leaders of the Sanhedrin-Academy, long 
after the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash (see 
3844\84). Yet on his deathbed, Shmuel HaKatan 
predicted the deaths of R.Shimon and R.Yishmael, 
[Tai.san.iia, smach.8(47a)], who were certainly the first two 
martyrs. If so, he could not have been referring to 
R.Shimon ben Gamliel I, and R.Yishmael ben Elisha 
(listed above as #3), because R.Shimon died before 
the destruction, and R.Yishmael immediately after 
the destruction - long before Shmuel HaKatan was on 
his deathbed. He must have been referring to another 
R.Shimon and R.Yishmael. 

3) R.Shimon ben Gamliel died (in Yerushalayim) 

/Maharsha Sot.49a] before R.Yochanan ben Zakkai escaped 
(from the internal siege of Yerushalayim) (see 3827\67, 
3828\68) to establish the Sanhedrin-Academy at 
Yavneh, and it was R.Shimon's son, R.Gamliel II, who 
presided there. Furthermore, how would he have 
been killed by the Romans who were still (at that 
stage) in the northern part of Eretz Yisrael? 

4) The Halachot Gedolot [HOchot Tisha bav and Ta'anit] mentions 
R.Shimon ben Gamliel, R.Yishmael, and R.Chanina 
Sgan HaKohanim, as having been killed on the 25th 
Sivan. Yet in the various places where the murder of 

the Martyrs is mentioned / Tal.Smach.8(47a), Av.Dr.Nat.38.3/ 

t.d.b.e. 30/ Mech. shmot. 22 . 22 ], the name of R.Chanina Sgan 
HaKohanim does not appear. Where then, did the 
Halachot Gedolot (one of the Ge'onim of around 4500 
(740 CE) [sed.Had./shem.Hag. 2.61 p. 26 ]) find the name of 
R.Chanina Sgan HaKohanim, to include him? 
R.Yitzchak HaLevi therefore concludes that the reference 
to R.Shimon was in fact R.Shimon ben HaSgan (the son 
of R.Chanina). His name in abbreviated form would have 
appeared as RShBHS"G, and some scribes, not 
recognizing the abbreviation, assumed it was a mistake, 
and copied it as RShBG, the (very common) 
abbreviation for R.Shimon ben Gamliel. (It was known 
that R.Shimon ben Gamliel II did not die a violent 
death, hence it was assumed that it referred to his 
grandfather, R.Shimon ben Gamliel I. This having been 
assumed, then the reference to R.Yishmael (with whom 
he was killed) was taken to refer to R.Yishmael Kohen 
Gadol who served in the Beit Hamikdash) The Halachot 
Gedolot, however, could have had a manuscript with a 
reference to HaSgan, and assumed it to mean 
R.Chanina Sgan HaKohanim. 

R.Yitzchak HaLevi further concludes that it is possible that 
R.Shimon ben Gamliel I was in fact killed, not by the 
Romans, but in the civil war that was raging in Yerushalayim 
during the internal (Jewish) siege (see 3827\67). (The Romans 
did not even kill Yochanan of Gush Chalav, R.Shimon ben 
Gamliel's (supposed) ally, even though he was one of the 
factional leaders (see 3827\67) of the rebellion against them 
(see Chapter 9, 3829\69), why then would they have killed 
R.Shimon ben Gamliel, who was not a leader of the uprising?) 
According to R.Yitzchak HaLevi's explanation, all of the Asara 
Harugei Malchut would have been killed at the same period 
in history, during (or after) the Bar Kochba revolt (R.Yishmael 
refers to R.Yishmael the colleague of R.Akiva), and the 
incidence of their deaths, all within a short span of time, has 
lead to the title Asara Harugei Malchut (Ten Martyrs). 
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Appendix D 

The Kov'im. Great Scholars Between Rishonim and Acharonim. 


Jewish history has traditionally, over the millenia, been divided into 
general eras that tend to coincide with developments in Torah, and 
the scholars of those eras are identified with it, such as the Tanna'im 
at the time of the Mishna, and the Amora'im at the time of the 
Gemara. 

The beginning of the era of the Rishonim (which included Rashi, the 
Rif, Rambam and Tosaphot, among others) is clearly defined as the 
death of R.Hai Gaon, with the subsequent decline in the centrality of 
the Babylonian Torah centers, and the rise of new centers in France, 
Germany, and Spain. 

After the Rishonim (early Talmud scholars), there followed a Tekufa of 
Acharonim (later Talmud scholars). There is, however, a blurring of 
the line drawn between the Rishonim and the Acharonim, with no 
particular event or date, clearly set, to mark the end of the era of the 
Rishonim. 


In fact, opinions (on the date of the end of the Rishonim and the 
beginning of the Acharonim) range from as early as the early 1300's 
(the latest date for the end of the era of Tosaphot) to 1563 (the printing 
of the Shulchan Aruch). 


Such demarkation dates fulfill a role in the study of Torah, in that the 
scholars of one era treat the opinions of scholars in a preceding era 
with unquestioning respect. Such demarcations exist in the 
distinction between the Chumash (Five books of Moses) and the 
Tnach (Prophets), the Mishna and the Gemara, and the Gemara and 
Ge'onim. In fact these eras are generally accepted to represent 


(decreasing) levels of Ru'ach HaK 
"quasi" prophecy) [Ramban B.B. 1 
words of the Rishonim with this 
who is classified as a Rishon or l 
span of doubt. 


>hecy, and lower levels of 
>nim, generally, treat the 
:ct, but the perception of 
ed by the (over) 250 year 


There is a dilemma, even if we are to accept a clear date for the 
conclusion of the era of the Acharonim (such as the destruction of 
European Jewry in 1940). If we then accept an early date for the 
conclusion of the Rishonim (say 1310), it would lead us to include the 
Torah scholars and Poskim of our century into the same era of 
Acharonim (and, by implication, the same level of Ru'ach HaKodesh) 
as the Tur, the Maggid Mishneh, the Ran, Rivash, Rashbatz, and the 
Nimukei Yosef — all of whom were before 1492 — as well as the 
Shulchan Aruch, Radvaz, Eyn Yaakov, Ramak, Ari'zal, Shitta 
MeKubetzet, R.Moshe Alshich, Maharshal, Maharsha, Maharam, 
Levush, Sma, Maharal (of Prague), Shaloh HaKadosh, Tosaphot Yom 
Tov, Bach, Shach, Taz, Chelkat Mechokek, ’Reishis Chochma', Sefer 
Charedim; plus many others. 


Even if we accept a relatively late date for the end of the era of the 
Rishonim (say 1492), we would still find most of these 
(aforementioned) scholars co-existing in the same era (Acharonim) as 
scholars of our era. This possibility is virtually denied by the deep 
respect the latter scholars display towards the former. 


a) Certainly, no Poskim (Halacha authorities) of our era would 
contradict any of the rulings of the Shulchan Aruch or its 
commentaries, such as the Shach and Taz. 


b) As early as the Ba'al Shem Tov (1698-1760) and his disciples, we 
find a deep reverence for the words of the Ari'zal (1532-1570) and his 
contemporary, the 'Reishis Chochma'. 

c) R.Shneur Zalman of Lyady, the Ba’al HaTanya VeShulchan 
Aruch (1745-1813), is quoted as saying, that all the authors (of major 
works) up until (and including) the Shach and the Taz (printed in 
1646) were written with Ru'ach HaKodesh. 

The dilemma thus becomes more complex than simply setting a date 
for the end of the Rishonim, for even the latest date (1563) would leave 
the Shach and the Taz in the era of Acharonim, together with scholars 
of our time. 


This all compels a conclusion that there needs to be an era between 
the Rishonim and the Acharonim. 


-- 

A massive tragedy, such as the expulsion of the Jews from Spain, with 
the subsequent redistribution of Jewish communities to new locations 
(in the expanding Ottoman empire) including Turkey, Greece, Eretz 


Yisrael and North Africa, which all developed vibrant Torah centers, 
has the hallmarks that signal the end of one era, and the beginning of 
another. Even more so, when viewed in a broader perspective that the 
expulsion from Spain was a culmination of other major expulsions 
from Europe (England (1290), France (1394), Austria (1421), and 
numerous local expulsions (see index 'expulsions') in the cities and 
provinces of Germany, Bohemia, Moravia, Switzerland (see 
5251 \ 1491) and Italy); and that the Jews from many of these central 
European expulsions moved eastward to Poland-Lithuania, where a 
new vibrant Torah center emerged in the 1500's; there is compelling 
reason to place the end of an era in Jewish history at the Spanish 
expulsion in 1492. 

The printing, in 1646, of the Shach and the Taz (commentaries on the 
Shulchan Aruch), clearly consolidated the place of Shulchan Aruch as 
the final word in Halacha. Two years later, the thriving Jewish 
communities of Poland-Lithuania received a major setback 
(economically and spiritually) in the devastating massacres of the 
Cossack uprising under Chmielnitzki, in 1648. Jews in 
Poland-Lithuania (and later in Russia) never recovered their original 
status of the pre-1648 era, and were relegated to a miserable second 
class socio-economic existence. 

Remarkably, in the 156 years between 1492 and 1648 we find the 
following personalities (and works): 

The Shulchan Aruch, Radvaz, Eyn Yaakov, Avodat HaKodesh 
(Kabbala), Ramaz (Remez, Kabbala), Ramak (Pardes), Ari'zal, Shitta 
MeKubetzet, RMoshe Alshich, R.Yaakov Poliak, Maharshal, 
Maharsha, Maharam, Levush, Sma, Maharal (of Prague), Shaloh 
HaKadosh, Tosaphot Yom Tov, Bach, Shach, Taz, Chelkat Mechokek, 
'Reishis Chochma 1 and Sefer Charedim. 

By their names alone, they represent an outstanding era in Jewish 
history. If, however, we look at the accomplishments of many of these 
personalities, we find an even more remarkable phenomena. 

1) The Shulchan Aruch was, without question, the consolidation of 
Halacha. The contributions of its author, R.Yosef Karo, its "editor", the 
Ramo; and its commentaries, the Sma, the Shach, the Taz and the 
Chelkat Mechokek; all combined to seal yet another phase in the 
development of Torah. The Shulchan Aruch today is a consolidated 
work of Halacha, referred to with a similar reverence as the Mishna 
was referred to in the time of the Gemara, or as the Gemara was 
referred to by the Ge'onim. 

2) The teachings of the Ari'zal (and the Pardes of the Ramak) had a 
similar profound impact on the study of Kabbala, and rank, with the 
Zohar, as the major works of Kabbala. 

3) The works of the Maharsha, the Maharshal, and the Maharam, 
(coupled with the Pilpul style introduced into Poland-Lithuania by 
RYaakov Poliak, and the works of the Shitta Mekubetzet), all contributed 
to the styles and trends of Talmud study that prevail until today. 

4) The Bertdnura (R.Ovadya) and the Tosaphot Yom Tov have had a 
basic and lasting impact on the study of the Mishna. 

5) The Eyn Yaakov created a concept of its own, with regard to the 
study of Agada; and the Matanot Kehuna and the Yefei To'ar, both the 
major commentaries on the Midrash Rabba, have increased the 
accessibility of the Midrash. 

It becomes clear that the era between 1492 and 1648, is more than a 
period between major upheavals in Jewish life. It was an era of Torah 
consolidation that left a major impact in the development of Torah. 

(The perspective of distance is often necessary before the full impact of 
the historical contribution of an era can be frilly appreciated, and 
perhaps that distance has now developed that clarity of perspective.) 


If we are to say that this era (1492-1648) belongs neither to the 
Rishonim, nor the Acharonim — representing an era that stands on its 
own, it would need to be suitably named. 

After considering many possibilities, the name Kov'im (consolidation 
and setting) appears to most appropriately describe the impact of this 
era in Jewish history. 
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Glossary 1 — Terminology 


Acharon 

Literally “last”. Refers to Jewish scholar and 
authority during the period leading into the 
20th century (see Appendix D). 

Acharonim 

plural of Acharon. 


Adar 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 


Adm. 

Used in this book as an abbreviation of the 
title Admur (see below! _ 


Admur 

Abbreviation of the wc 
master) Moreinu (our teacner 


Dneninu (our 
veRabeinu (our 


rabbi)”. Leader (or spiritual “master”) of a 
chasidic group. Usually charismatic, and not 
restricted to scholarly leadership. Also called 
“Rebbe” or “Tzadik”. See 5520\1760, 

5575\1814. 


Admurim 

Plural of Admur. 


Agada 

Parables, stories, and statements conveying 
moral lessons. Many pages of the Gemara are 
devoted to this, and this style forms the body 
of Midrash. 

Akeda 

Literally “binding”, when Yitzchak was bound 
up by his father, to be brought as a sacrifice. 
(See 2084\-1677) 

aliya 

Emigration to Eretz Yisrael. 

Amora 'im 

Plural of Amora, see below. 

Amora 

Scholar of the Gemara section of the Talmud 
(see 3990\230, 4111\351). 

Anshei 

Literally “people of’. Anshei Knesset Hagdola 
refers to “the people of the Great Assembly”, a 


Sanhedrin type body. (See 3426\-335, 
3448\-313.) 

Anussim 

Literally “forced ones”. Used to refer to Jews 
who accepted other religions under the threat 
of death, but maintained some religious 
observance in secret. (See index for Marranos 
and for secret Jews.) 

Av 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 

Avoda Zara 

Literally “idol worship”. Also the name of a 
section (tractate) of the Talmud dealing with 
that subject. 

Avot 

Literally “fathers”. A section (tractate) of the 
Talmud dealing with ethics. 

Avot D’Beb Natan 

Similar to the Talmud tractate of Avot, see 
above. 

ba’al 

Literally “owner” also “author”. 

Ba’al Shem 

Owner of a (good) name. Title used on rare 
occasions for person reputed to have mystical 
use of spiritual words and names. 

ba ’at teshuva 

Someone who “owns” teshuva. Refers to a 
person who has returned to a lifestyle consis¬ 
tent with Halacha. 

ba’alei 

Plural of ba’al. Ba’alei Tosaphot - authors of 
the Tosaphot. 

Beit Hamikdash 

The holy temple in Yerushalayim (Jerusalem). 

bnei 

Literally “children of’. Bnei Yisrael - Children 
of Israel. 

ch ’ram ini 

Plural of cherem. 
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Chabad 

Initials of the Hebrew words Chochma (“wis¬ 
dom”) Bina (“understanding”) Da’at (“percep¬ 
tion”). 

Chacham 

Wise person. Amongst Sephardi Jews it is 
used as a title similar to Rabbi. 


chachamim 

Plural of Chacham. Also used as a general 
term for sages. 

chasid 

A pious person. Since the mid 1700’s has 
been used as a noun for followers of the 
movement started by the Ba’al Shem Tov. 
(See 5520\ 1760.) 

chasidic 

See chasid. Pertaining to the movement. 


chasidim 

Plural of chasid. Used as a noun for followers 
of an Admur, see abov 1 

chasidut 


The teachings of the n 
Shem Tov. See chasid. 


Lt of the Ba’al 


cherem 

Excommunication. A Jewish court of law is 
required to establish this, and a court is 
required to remove it. Mostly used as a form 
of punishment and/or socio- religious isola¬ 
tion. 

Cheshvan 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 

chidushim 

Literally “new things”. Refers to the scholarly 
achievement of attaining new interpretations 
and/or rulings in the study of Torah. 

chozeh 

Literally “seer”. Chozeh of Lublin - the seer 
from that city, who earned the name by 
reputation. 

Chumash 

The “five books of Moses”. Chamesh is five. 

daf 

Page. Daf HaYomi - “The Daily Page” of 
Talmud study. 

dayan 

Judge, member of court. 

Elul 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 


erets 

“The land of’. Eretz Yisrael - the land of 
Israel. 

ere v 

Literally “evening”. Usually refers to the day 
preceding a Holy Day or festival. 

Ge’onim 

Plural of Gaon, see index. 

Gemara 

Part of the Talmud - see 4111\351, 

4152\392, 4187\427. 

ha 

A Hebrew prefix meaning “the”. 

Hagada 

The text which is recited on the night of 
Passover. 

Halacha 

Jewish law, which includes religious, social 
and civil law. 

Hallel 

Literally “praise”. Refers to a (small) section 
of Psalms that is recited (during prayers) on 
Jewish festivals. 

Choi HaMo ’<ed 

The intermediary days of the festivals of 
Pesach (Passover) and Sukkot (Tabernacles). 
These days, although part of the festival, 
manifest a lesser holiness than the first and 
last days. 

HaNagid 

A title given to Jewish statesmen. 

HaNassi 

The president (of the Sanhedrin). 

HaNavi 

The prophet. 

Rosh 

HaShana The New Year festival. 

Hashem 

Literally “the name”, meaning The Name. A 
term used to refer to G-d, without mentioning 
his name. 

Haskala 

Literally “pertaining to intellectual scope”. A 
name used for the “intellectual enlightenment 
movement”. See maskil below, and Haskala 
and maskilim in index. 

Heter I ska 

A manner of structuring a loan as a joint 
business venture, whereby interest payments 
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in fact become profit sharing, and are there¬ 
fore not forbidden under Jewish law 
(Halacha). 

Hoshana Rabba 

The seventh day of the festival of Sukkot 
(Tabernacles). 

Iyar 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 

Kabbala 

See index. 

Kara ’ites 

See index. 


kashrut 

As in kosher. Refers to adherence to Jewish 
(dietary) laws. 


Kedusha 

Literally “holiness. Refers to a prayer recited 
by reader and congregation, when all are 
required to stand. 

Kiddush 

The prayer and bened 


cited over wine, 


on Shabbat and major festivals. 


Kislev 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 


kohanim 

Plural of kohen. 


kohen 

Literally “priest”. Descendants of Levi (see 
levi’im, below), and more specifically descen¬ 
dants of Aharon. They performed the major 
priestly role in the Beit Hamikdash. 

Kohen Gadol 

High priest, see kohen. 

Kov’im 

See introduction to chapter 13. Used in this 
book to refer to major scholars of the era 
1492 - 1648, see appendix D. 

Kra ’im 

See index. 


Lag B’omer 

Literally “the 33rd day of the Omer counting”. 
The Omer counting begins after the first day 
of Pesach (Passover) and continues for 49 
days, until Shavu’ot (Pentecost). Lag B’Omer 
is a minor Jewish festival, commemorating 
the end of the death of the disciples of 
R.Akiva (see 3880\120), and the death of 


R.Shimon bar Yochai. 

levi’im 

Descendants of Levi (see 2195\-1566, 2332\- 
1429) who performed a secondary priestly 
role in the Beit Hamikdash. 

levites 

Same as levi’im, above. 

maggid 

Preacher. A role that was often distinct from 
the role of rabbi. The rabbi decided matters of 
Jewish law. The maggid was the preacher. 

Mar 

A respectful title in Aramaic. 

marrano 

Secret Jews of Spain and Portugal. See index. 

maskil 

Persons who identified and followed the 
Haskala (see above). Many displayed an 
unintellectual and biased attitude against 
traditional Jewish values (see maskilim in 
index). 

maskilim 

Plural of maskil. 

mechutan 

A person “connected by marriage”. 

Megilla 

Literally “scroll”. 

meshumad 

Apostate. A Jewish person who has taken the 
procedure of conversion to another religion. 

Midrash 

Work of Agada (see above). 

Minyan 

Shtarot Literally “counting of documents”. A 
system of counting the years on Jewish 
documents which lasted over 1500 years, see 
3449\-313. 

Mitnagdim 

Those who opposed the movement of 
chasidim (see above). See index. 

motza ei 

The night after. 

Mussaf 

Additional prayer, recited on Shabbat and 
festivals. 

mussar 

Literally “chastisement”. Refers to the teach¬ 
ing of discipline and ethics, often in a man¬ 
ner of reproof. 
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nassi 

President. Usually refers to president of the 
Sanhedrin. 


nazir 

Literally “special devotion”. Refers to a person 
who takes an oath to refrain from drinking 
wine, taking haircuts, and coming in contact 
with items that are ritually impure. 

Nissan 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 

Nistarim 

Plural of nistar - “hidden”. 


Parshat Chukat 

The Torah is divided into weekly readings. 

The week is often referred to by the name of 
the upcoming reading. Chukat is the name of 
one such portion. 


Perushim 

Literally “separate one 
sees, who adhered to . 
and thus kept a degre 
order to refrain from c 


“^s to the Phari- 
aw (Halacha), 
irateness, in 
vith items of 
spiritual impurity. (See 3570\-191 and 
index.) 


Pesach. 

The festival of Passover 


piyut 

A prayer in poetic form. The author often 
started every line with the alphabet struc¬ 
ture, or with a consecutive letter of his name. 

R. 

Abbreviation used in this book for “Reb” or 
“Rabbi”. 


piyutim 

Plural of piyut. 

Raban 

A title of rabbi with increased reverence. 


Rishon 

Literally “first”. Refers to Jewish scholar and 
authority during the period of 1040 - 1492. 
(See Appendix D). 

Rishonim 

Plural of Rishon. 

Sanhedrin 

The Jewish high court. See 3995\235. (See 
also index.) 

Savurai 

See Index. 

Sh ’elot Uteshuvot 

Literally “questions and answers”. Local 
rabbi’s addressed their Halacha questions (in 
writing) to scholars of greater authority. A 
large collection of written answers were often 
published (by the author, or his disciples 
and/or descendants). 

Shavu ’ot 

The festival of Pentecost. Literally means 
“weeks” because it occurs seven weeks after 
the first day of Pesach (Passover). (See Lag 
B’omer, above.) 

shi ’urim 

Literally “measures”. Refers to regular ses¬ 
sions of Torah study. 

Shma 

Shma Yisrael. The most famous passages of 
the Chumash (Bible) - “Hear O’ Israel ...”. 
Recited at least twice daily, as the most 
important prayer. 

shmad 

Conversion of a Jew to other religions. 

shochet 

A person trained to be a ritual slaughterer of 
kosher meat. 

shochtim 

Plural of shochet. 


Rbn. 

Abbreviation used in this book for Raban, see 
above. 

Rbnu 

Abbreviation used in this book for the title 
“Rabbenu”, which means literally “our 
teacher/rabbi”. Was used only in instance of 
special reverence. 

Rebbe 

See Admur, above. 


Shofet 

Literally “judge”. A title given to the Jewish 
rulers at a certain stage in history, see 
2533\-1228. 

Shoftim 

Plural of Shofet. 

shtadlan 

A Jew who maintained extensive political 
connections, which were used to assist fellow 
Jews, particularly in times of need. 
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Shvat 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 

Simchat Torah 

Literally “the rejoicing of the Torah”. The last 
day (appended) to the festival of Sukkot 
(Tabernacles). 

Sivan 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 

Sukkot 

The festival of Tabernacles. 

T’nach 

Abbreviation for Torah, Nevi’im, Ketuvim. 
Although this symbolizes the three sections 
of the Bible: Torah (The Five Books of Moses), 
Nevi’im (the Prophets), Ketuvim 
(Hagiographa); it is commonly used to refer to 
the two latter sections. 


tallit 

Prayer shawl. 

Tam muz 

The name of a Jewish 
calendar). 


montn (see glossaries 


Tanna 

Scholar of the Mishna section of the Talmud, 
see 3729\-32, 3949\189. 

tanna im 

Plural of Tanna. 


Tashlich 

Prayers recited on Rosh HaShana, near 
waters, usually a distance from town. 

Tefillin 

Phylacteries. Specially prepared black leather 
boxes (with scriptures on parchment inside), 
bound on the arm and the head. 


tekufa 

Era. 


tekufot 

Plural of tekufa. 


teshuva 

Refers to a return to a lifestyle consistent 
with Halacha. 


Tevet 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 

Tishrei 

The name of a Jewish month (see glossaries 
calendar). 


Tish a B Av 

The ninth day of Av. A day of many tragedies 
in Jewish history, see 3338\-423, 3829\69. 

Torah 

Generally refers to the whole body of Jewish 
religious knowledge. 

Tosaphot 

Literally “additional”. Commentary on the 
Talmud, see 4865\ 1105, 5050\ 1290. 

Tosephta 

See 3949\189. 

Tzadik 

Righteous person. Also used to refer to an 
Admur (see above). 

Tzadikim 

Plural of Tzadik. 

Tzeduki 

Sadducee. See index. 

Tzedukim 

Plural of Tzeduki. 

Yudenrat 

A form of local Jewish self government under 
Nazi occupation. The Nazis used these bodies 
to administer their designs. 
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Glossary 2 

List Of Abbreviated Reference Names 


A. Z. = 
Ant. = 

Av. = 
Av.Dr.Nat. = 

B. B. = 
B.Hab. = 

B.HaMa. = 
B.K. = 
B.M. = 
B.Turim = 

B. Y. = 
Bam. = 
Bech. = 

Ber. = 
Bert. = 
Besh. = 
Bet. = 
Bik. = 
Br. = 

C. M. = 
Caf.Hachym. = 

Chab. = 
Cha. = 
Chag. = 
Chan. = 
Chat. = 
Chav.Yair. = 
Ches. = 
Chosh.Mish. = 
Chov.Umaz. = 
Chut. = 
Cri. = 

D. E. = 
D.H. (I or II) = 

D.YbY = 
Dan. = 
Dev. = 
Dma. = 
Dor.Har. = 
Ed. = 

E. H. = 
Encpd.Jud. = 

Erch. = 
Eruv. = 
Est. = 
Eych. = 
Ez. = 
Gd.Ppl. = 
Gevrt.HaSh. = 
Gimat. = 
Gir. = 
Git. = 
Hag.Bach = 
Hag.M. = 
Hag.R.B.Rans. = 


Avoda Zara 
Antiquities 
Avot 

Avot D®eb Natan 
Bava Batra 
Bedek HaBayit 
Bad) HaMatst 
Bava Kama 
Bava Metzia 
Ba(U HaTurim 
Beit Yosef 
Bamidbar 
Bechorot 
Berachot 

(R.Ovadya) Bertinura 
Beshalach (Sidra) 
Betza 
Bikkurim 



Vlishpat 

ayim 


Chagai 
Chagiga 
Chanuka 
Challa 
Chavat Ya@ 

Chesronot HaShas (Hashmatot) 

Choshen Mishpat 

Chovel Umazik 

Chulin 

Critot 

Derech Eretz 

Divrei HaYamim 

Dvar Yom BeYomo 

Daniel 

Devarim 

Dmai 

Dorot HaRishonim 


Edut (Hil.) 

Even HaEzer 
Encyclopedia Judaica 
Erachin 
Eruvin 

Esther (Megillat) 

Eycha 

Ezra 


Guide for Perplexed (Moreh Nevuchim) 

Gevurot HaShem 
Gimatriyot 
Girushin 
Gittin 

Hagahot HaBach 
Hagahot Maimoniyot 
Hagahot Rtgetzalel Ranchburg 


Hakd. 

= 

Hakdama (Introduction) 

Hakd.L®ad 

= 

Hakdama L®ad (HaChazaka) 

Hil. 

= 

Hilchot 

Hor. 

= 

Horiyot 

Hosh. 

= 

Hoshea 

Ibn Ez. 

= 

Ibn Ezra 

Igg.Mosh. 

= 

Iggrot Moshe 

Igg.R.Sher.Gaon 

= 

Iggeret Rav Sherira Gaon 

Igg.Teman 

= 

Iggeret Teman 

Ish. 

= 

Ishut 

Kel. 

= 

Kelim 

Kes.Mish. 

= 

Kesef Mishneh 

Ket. 

= 

Ketuvot 

Kid. 

= 

Kiddushin 

Kid.Hach. 

= 

Kiddush HaChodesh 

Klly. 

= 

Klalei 

Koh. 

= 

Kohelet 

Kol.Mev. 

= 

Kol Mevasser 

Korb. HaE. 

= 

Korban HaEida 

Kuz. 

= 

Kuzari 

Lech.Mish. 

= 

Lechem Mishneh 

Lik.Sich. 

= 

Likutei Sichot 

M.K. 

= 

Mo(ed Katan 

Mach.Vit. 

= 

Machzor Vitry 

Mag.Av. 

= 

Magen Avraham 

Mag.Mish. 

= 

Maggid Mishneh 

Mak. 

= 

Makot 

Mal.Velov. 

= 

Malveh VeLoveh 

Mam. 

= 

Mamrim 

Manscpt.Ed. 

= 

recent edition from manuscript 

Mas. 

= 

Ma@ser 

Mas.Hak. 

= 

Ma®sei Hakorbanot 

Mas.Shen. 

= 

Madiser Sheni 

Mat.Keh. 

= 

Matanot Kehuna 

Mech. 

= 

Mechilta 

Meg. 

= 

Megilla 

Meg.Tan. 

= 

Megillat TaConit 

Me© 


Media 

Mel. (I or II) 

= 

Melachim 

Metz.Dav. 

= 

Metzudat David 

Mhrl.MiPrg. 

= 

Maharal of Prague 

Mhrm. 

= 

Maharam 

Mhrshl. 

= 

Maharshal 

Mi.Zer. 

= 

Mishnayot Zera®n 

Mich. 

= 

Michah 

Mid. 

= 

Midrash 

Mido. 

= 

Midot 

Mik. 

= 

Mikva@t 

Mil. 

= 

Milchamot 

Min. 

= 

Minachot 

Mish. 

= 

Mishna 

Mi.Zer. 

= 

Mishnayot Zera®n 

Mmn. 

= 

Maimonides (Rambam) 

Mord. 

= 

Mordechai 

Mrsha. 

= 

Maharsha 
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Naz. = 
Nech. = 
Ned.: 
Nid.: 
Nizk.Mam. = 
O.C.: 
O.Hat.: 
Onk.: 
Or.Hach = 
Otz.Hag. = 
Otz. HaMid. - 
Otz.Nechm. = 
Ovad. = 
Par. = 
Pea. = 
Pek. - 
Pes. ■ 
Pir. Dr.El. = 
Pir.Mi.: 
Pn.Mosh. - 
Pr.Dr.El. = 

q- ; 

R. H.: 
Rab. ■ 

Rab.Tam = 
RaN.: 

Re = 
Rut. : 

S. K. : 
SMaG : 

Saad.G.= 
San. - 
Sam. - 
Sed.Had. - 
Sed.Hat. - 
Sed.Ol. = 
Sed.Ol.Zut. = 
Sed.Tan.VeAm. = 
Sef.Hak. = 
Sef.Mitz. - 
Ser.Esh. - 
Sh.: 
Sh.Hsh.: 
Sh.Mkbtzt. - 
Sh.Up. = 
Shab.= 
Shek. = 
Shem.Hag. = 
Shev. = 
Shilt.Gib. ■ 
Shi. = 

Shluch.Veshut. - 
Shm. (I or II) - 
Shmitt. - 
Shot. = 
Shvi. - 
Sif.: 
Sif.Chach. = 
Smach. = 
Sof.: 
SOt. = 


Nazir 


Suk. = Sukka 

Nechemyah 

T.D.B.E. = Tanna DeBei Eliyahu 

Nedarim 


TBY. = Tur Beit Yosef 

Nida 


Tal. = Talmud 

Nizkei Mamon 

Tal.Tor. = Talmud Torah 

Orach Chayim 

Tan. = TaCghit 

Or HaTorah 

Tan. = Tanchuma 

Onkelus 


Targ.Yon. = Targum Yonatan 

Or HaChayim 

Teh. = Tehilim 

Otzar HaGedolim 

Tem. = Temura 

Otzar HaMidrashim (Eznstn) 

Tetz. = Tetzaveh (Sidra) 

Otzar Nechmad 

Tfi. = Tefilla 

Ovadya 


Tif.Yis.Bo. = Tiferet Yisrael - Bo(az 

Para 


Tol.Am.01. = Toldot Am Olam 

Pe@ 


Tor.HaOl. = Torat HaOla 

Pekudei (Sidra) 

Tor.Tem. = Torah Temima 

Pesachim 

Tos. = Tosaphot 

Pirkei D®eb Elazar 

Toseph. = Tosephta 

Pirush HaMishna 

Tos.Y.T. = Tosaphot Yom Tov 

Pnei Moshe 

Tsh. = Teshuvot 

Pirkei D®eb Elazar 

Tsh.Hag. = Teshuvot HaGe(gqim, 

quoted in 

(or quoting) 

Tze. = Tzephanya 

Rosh HaShana 

Tzed.Lad.= Tzeida LaDerech 

Rabba 


Tzem.Dav. = Tzemach David 

Rabbenu Tam 

Tzi.El. = Tzitz Eliezer 

1 

Nissim 

Vay. = Vayikra 

m 

a) 

Vayish. = Vayishlach (Sidra) 

VeAm. = VeAmorafijn 

i_ 


oe^yj j\.ai.an 

Vik. = Viku(gth 

Sefer Mitzvot (HaGadol) 

Y.D. = Yoreh De(gh 

Saadya Gaon 

Yab.Om. = Yabiya Omer 

Sanhedrin 

Yad. = Yadayim 

Samchuni 

Yad. = Yad HaChazaka (Mishneh Torah) 

Seder HaDorot 

Yad.Mlchi. = Yad Malachi 

Seder HaTanna(gn 

Yal. = Yalkut 

Seder Olam (Rabba) 

Yal.Reuv. = Yalkut Re (five ni 

Seder Olam Zuta 

Yam.Sh.Sh. = Yam Shel Shlomo 

Seder Tannatgii VeAmoratgn 

Yech. = Yechezkfel 

Sefer HaKabbala 

Yef.To. = Yefei To® - 

Sefer HaMitzvot (Maimonides) 

Yer. = Yerushalmi 

Seridey Esh 

Yes.Hat. = Yesodei HaTorah 

Shmot 


Yesh. = Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 

Shir HaShirim 

Yev. = Yevamot 

Shitta Mekubetzet 

Yir. = Yirmiyahu 

ShCeta Upikadon 

Yit. = Yitro (Sidra) 

Shabbat 


Yom. = Yoma 

Shekalim 


Ysh. = Yehoshua (Joshua) 

Shem HaGedolim 

Yuch. = Yuchasin 

Shevu@t 


Zech. = Zecharyah 

Shiltei Giborim 

Zev. = Zevachim 

Shlach (Sidra) 

Zich.LeRi. = Zichron LeRishonim 

Shluchim VeShutfim (Mmn.) 

Zoh. = Zohar 


Shmuel 

Shmitta 

Shoftim 

Shvi® 

Sifri 

Siftei Chachamim 

Smachot 

Sofrim 

Sota 
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Glossary 3 — Culctldur 

How the Jewish (lunar) months eo-incide with the 

secular (solar) months. 


Tishrei 

A 30 day month which can start as early as 
September 5, and can end as late as Novem¬ 
ber 3. 

The 1st of Tishrei begins the new Jewish 
year. This results in an overlap until January 
1 when the Secular new year begins. 


Cheshvan 

A 29 or 30 day month 
as early as October 5, 
December 2. 


s) which starts 
l end as late as 


Kislev 

A 29 or 30 day month (it varies) which starts 
as early as November 4, and can end as late 
as January 1. 


Tevet 

A 29 day month which starts as early as 
December 4, and can end as late as January 
30. 

Shvat 

A 30 day month which starts as early as 
January 1, and can end as late as March 1. 


Adar [ Adarl Adar2 ] 

The regular month of Adar is a 29 day month 
which starts as early as February 1, and can 
end as late as March 29. 

When it occurs at an earlier date there is a 
29 day leap year month called Adar2 (the first 
Adar is then called Adarl, and has 30 days.) 

Adar2 begins as early as March 2 and ends as late as April 10. 
This balances out the 11 days difference between the lunar and 
tire solar calendar (see 1675V2104). 


Nissan 

A 30 day month which starts as early as 
March 12, and can end as late as May 10. 


Iyar 

A 29 day month which starts as early as April 
11, and can end as late as June 8. 


Sivan 

A 30 day month which starts as early as May 
10, and can end as late as July 8. 

Tammuz 

A 29 day month which starts as early as 
June 9, and can end as late as August 6. 


Av 

A 30 day month which starts as early as July 
8, and can end as late as September 5. 

IJul 

A 29 day month which starts as early as 
August 7, and can end as late as October 4. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


- 

Classic Texts 

Biblical Talmudic, Post-Talmudic 
& Halacha Texts 
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CliumasH (Bible) 

with commentaries 

(Mikra’ot Gedolot edition, see 5276X1516) 


1. Text of the Chumash (Bible) 

2. Yonatan ben Uziel (see 376g\9) [Some differ — see there], 

3. Onkelus (see 3841X81) 

4. Rashi (see 4865^105) [4 b - Rashi continued.] 
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5. Rashbam (see 48651,1105) 

6. ibn Ezra (see 4924X1164) 

7. Ramban (see 5030X1270) 

8. Ba'al HaTurim (see 5100X1340) 


9. Seforno (see 5302X1542) 

10. Kli Yakar (see 5379X1619) [10b cont.] 

11. Siftei Chachamim (see 5449X1689) [11b cont.] 

12. Or HaChayim (see 5501X1741) [12b cont.] 
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T’lUlCh (Bible) 

with commentaries 


1. Text of the T'nach (Bible) 

2. Yonatan ben Uziel (see 3769X9) 

3. Rashi (see 4865X1105) 


4. Radak (see 4951X1191) 

5. Ralbag (5098X1338) 

6. Metzudat David (see 5530X1770) 

7. Metzudat Tzion (see 5530X1770) 
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Misftna (Talmud) 

with commentaries 


;s s=©' Illustration - a standard classical edition 

1. Text of the Mishna (see 3949X189) 

2. Bertinura, R.Ovadya (R'av) (see 5248\i488) 

3. Tosaphot Yom Tov (see 5377 \i6i6) 

4. Tiferet Yisrael (see 5597X1837) 
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Misftna (Talmud) 

with commentaries 


Illustration: This appears at the end of Volume One (6 erachot) of 
the standard Babylonian Talmud (known as the EHo fi as) . This comprises 
the Mishna content of the first Talmud-section Zeraim (laws prtaining to 
agriculture) - a section (of the six) which has no Gemara content 
expounding the Mishna, except for this first tractate Berachot. 

1. Text of the Mishna (see 3949 \i89) 

2. Rash (see 4948X1187) 

3. Rambam (see 4965X1204) 
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"* r * m pjee vb [ft nee or/coc* ptoS 

^^ ^ a liiCTtefm |tc ftt toftfn 
n * „ » pro-jo Wi fton fctao toft 
m 11 to* pft° io ftnrra fcft pee 
|toi P<Xi [ft Top coro 
• pep to toc! *puo wie 
efce pi i/ft* too intoc 
w ft> ww Ypj 
- rone repw) 


reii ntui 

ft 


Vi ftp eto 

tfti j*ft port 

n-tafftJft/iro 


fro en <■ 1*1 

v% r> .'>r* 

•o *o jo no tr 

*t*t+ M JT 9 Tt 

»*• k> :*> k „ __ 

k* rw k tv wwFW'nfw PW 71 > 

* ►" n • ■» ie nft •» srft TTJTosftrep 

Smjupto rtolro Set w 
p » ■*»«•< SjpTwneSo/pteSct^xi rc 
Ss»i JT.tc‘'5 p’w-ftj erf-'enriCTOw 
t *r» w n p-we ^ p^rx> Set fftp Sr 
i^ 1 PorBft ftSt 

n»ri«nF : pr-on c*w ftf/rr 
|.|rteph« 
jc^sS ftro jfte stop 


ren .Tyn (t) rAs rxh urir 'ire 
ren r« tow rrtan 'tj -paa xss 
•VTttmv ^2 VSn m* ^rfseo rens’ 

(s'ftwdoB'ss; 

am .to wwaft Toiirrtlff 
tdus rn« J r:i»c vx at -s» xmp 
|rSx mn o njnna ia nan tax* up v 
•a - 10 UJ r-rre ^>3^ fjnr *am n-ra, 
,’jepio no <a |ym, 
ptpss mev *a |m os rrwj rnpy 
Trro.no tes none*rmn fenn 
Vwt*noxrSn-a idrtpnrenvr 
nrc tan wn srja tfn jnnroi r 1 ? 
nm iy Van row >an taro xck kSx 
an xa* am mmoo wm nb ? ~c 
fm Va*n moftrun Tv^axwi xa* 
*anS pnr *m t 6 mao Ton u? Van 
r*m pprrp’an .-!*> mps mm ,iktj 
’ a nrraft rrb rra rrra* vfac 
'tab ^nm.TKfty-earsnan xrx 
nxo amre mr "fon -ra ’^a-i 
e^yo aracvxrp'trrc ■Sec wan aw 
* rm -rvfrti -ex pan xnn •aarpS 
emt mp -|Sort mo -£sn wS 
mama pSco rnSxu no aram sjoo 
rrn ft? m* pnr mm a etc 
na rr noo rraous Sk-c- pxa nm 
craaoS cw; oana a rut ntm ? 2 X? 
np (ncc [jan pnas msna mn< nut 
wenarn nroao na rtaevt t& icn-.nj 
na xapp ncS* xon na rnS pcjim 
mtKSson wMnaipfmrrjtw or. 
.■wrtenapw .nrrjr: Sa an -cx "ana 
Sa prrrx Kaxnaim *an nat.nrnjc 


: prows tm . inn is : jrlwj r« sw nioS 7 P 0 J 
ose : oftra . nSfta| 
31 pun srfftp erttt . v- - 
rftmro v- reel 


, « • • • x: rftr'J-tb' • j 1 5 _ . . 

sctss? jffl&Sh-bSSAflS 

■ttraiaiBi re tttftt mb ftopt SwSoj pn nan ntana zbv amt 

ftent) ftp pep, reft «c--pnrfti new y~ (c^r pc) m* ra-o rr 
-airpft pm"ft>pftr.me4 •} rSy -pao wna wra pStst Sax 'ex 
|kr ”j2° * ee TSP '’f 13 San -pan worn on: n n u ff f mana 

■wSsbSS : imsimmt&m 


r^yt 


p- fl»l 

trta^z e>y -roft . B^ftri , « 

# Sx ns oor* ten e-rfr 1 

• mo : 5:ftn5 art jm-nsi 
pc-j eicp : mis em-*a«r>" 
eiftts snro race 'j . tnm| 
s'« ■erbtfii sv«:-p we. 

: spitoj p oSo to anft oxl 
to pnp o :i n> Stojp . tpci 
poB iJTC : 9ft rtne* 
mroi jft -two) ' 3 e cfttftl 
>3 (j>p) [pros /si iftn* 
nreft pie os*» mftee| 

: (TO Sc -ftSe Ssft ftftft :bw. ,, 

: jtwS ris pee vrr> ftctl 
■ty.y r J pro m> ,|/-er ■ 
from nftp fixes!-*f x-ScftI 
tafe rC; pro p'-rms m I 

. p*c |W rft : (» ft) 1 

ptwrertft ftSft wotTf fell 
er»Srpoto .fteosft 1 :jrJ? 
ftftft fef ftnpj non wn| 

[ft ftre cto xcsofte nrtneit. 
••srsSctfw rfft totj Sta> «l 
p*> pn m s>o . em» ctm ■ 
pro! tec cfaci ;na c ! | - .u ci* 

[cn:t !e*s pS« top re nwo I 
•pcm eft rJspw :rt«e m * 

■te ftre te : /nc ftee aft | 
c'nnSp b'/to n ftcp -Erse _ 

>s pn rcb :pi m oftt ;wet» | 
p«ft pft Set pro ns Sen JB91 
s/o ftp Cftipft . 93911 aaol 

.nsnfto swi r :acc i»| 
ft. to (09 rftrnS ftftTl fvt > 1 
Ss jus ft/u 'fcoftiro jure I 
TOTPftTO ft>! 9 - 399 !®! fife J 
rro rt r*»» rr oueJ 
ftreftfe ;(jtft)tofeTO;eF 


^fe sJjtpj'tofeTO.'el 
■top Smx Smp ftieft n • «Si 
pw m me Js» pto 1®* 
to top ccci Sfrc ptol 
pirns to .prouB pft* iptw 1 
SS pto pnttS Sftne* r»| 
: ’C T, i® urvxfl xttt! p'Jo^i 




_jancrnnorif'w 

rnffn^tr u,i») torrito " Vinx nrot rvacirSix- am;' -:i onS na Sa«n mccoa «S 'c*x J E 
•jsm we free jvvsftPftftS | n^TacKTTn r^npccnpwosrmrOTi pnwnpx pm TnSxl 
I fro r» ortiSwusS eft o " nrore xvnr Sa 3 xrjvrxmw'aaRrTx.ncfn rw oorrmjaS*| 
?9ftr39>S!ffto» Swoj err * nanmne»*»Setrpnwn3napicmi0O3’^T 0Df * ri ‘’'2r T 3’"' 1 
rft k m to Mr p .-ca H ’ f"' me w: .-‘mra -—.n r-;;ro st:' n: L r-.v •“ 

-fyft^trioft soft on Sfrr # rSrn»«Wi'O r a(*JTr:'ie:'3m3nS"axSwi?S» jT»mwnaO| 

, , • • “• “• e.TcnpKSjn rram nair Spifstn meSyifynSy finmaw Sn*l 

Sjn "pf Smr Sy irnSx 71 cm naoa jnaoSt n-ee S-axS •arnaxS rhrrxf nanm n:ts| 
nyrb Vrpm unra mnaa 1 st *7 amrrr nam joio S 71 ~ p ~po Sjn TV b^btt. 

.mtr romn Syn nSrfjan Syi rnnan Sy pm rtrsr. SaS arc - an: nr» •: na ’j-oe' , *I-_^. 
yorna ewan-ex mm an(>) x.nx *a acnvxca srvro nron Syi pw Sy srrr na^>"™« 
pne Sy -ox psrr mi rrnrrt T P"^ Sy -ox xrcr an no xr err nrxm Src- empe 
psr ■S» r: x prr na n n? eppna rh xm jS xn *jSt xSr cnoy mx rr-en *r c'*,*» 
mm-c Syi p-xn Sy -ex pyr m rmr. Syi pmn Sy ncx tren an mew xSr pa*ao |x»vf»» 

im ■■ H h hm:x tJ 

*-*■ ri.»riTVre:» jm»>*J 


Gemara (Talmud) 

with commentaries 


Illustration: Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud). 

1. Text of the Mishna (Talmud) 

2. Text of the Gemara (Talmud) 5 - Bach (see 540(^1640) 

3. Rashi (see 4865^105) 6. Mesorat HaShas (see 5449 \i689) 

4. Tosaphot (see 5050X1290) 7 - Hagahot HaGra (see 5558 \i 797 ) 
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•JTO 


nun pip 


-am 


rtB3> 7*3T- ITX3 HT SE 

Tpe riro -*■» ixnj 


x TTT mrt s i .*+*3? r- fc 

K 


tjti *32 as •» 


52 


-xro : m cn A© 

»• xx cfr» r*s it* : pace ^ — 

nnA Me yan -p xfn atexop , 

fxo o tto* : mrorocarfm STOP OP3 nine 31 TOT 12 KJt irryt 
» m srrro-co rf «c«i to pawn p fT? W?V f* W *0 rOSl 
* * *■ "o Vr^rtn £ *Biwnin»*-wmi* iroa 
c^owT^t*-^jana nr© T 1Q 0' ncm nmc f *m "jn rat *71301 
yrvt^T-Torwwnaai* an mro 31 tot -q k» mrp *1 

-ror Snr xc -rfc fp >rc tv* T 13 ^ wrnm* ®w tusn neen 
to »c Ifc ; Troai A-«o*"»<nS' oyn K VEST TVHO?* «5E fCI 

•to if <* o» | ‘p fe -t* frw er nSe* p pm tfty -ran rr-rc aro 

in* ^x:'»'m [r>Trt cm -on Tri *31 rm tea' Sisi 

•brircraz iom rone ai m*en 


i»0 prto ptCbs Xtjj 101 TO 
OTMP ro no fnu |Ti: -» tm 


01 too > TOTt>-g»- xc ?* 'T3M»ppjrd?+ p VTTP'icmitrc 

-3T |C3S3 xro see r^njj. err* n"'Cf 1 ' JTtS ^LL C"ifi 1"W 

ooti » too Tot i-to rrt to\rmWt*ioM rro-ricrnm non wen Sc* 
’C J cST^“—wiwfn mo uainSnac Sne 

■o*>n* frf«. weri * pin immrc H 3 i nnpn? ?%o nr? 

Maw aw irrj pic m»j non if? non pmn vtd 

lZT SHT btco r ’ 9 ’* s ' 

rw n e-rrei tor cr* ex* * iwn Srtn Scr ne* *rn ytnpoo 

*p otm 6 atonrrrx© no* a pSpa OTTCD TJ3 *XU Y* |ft? ACT 

.V? kiu -on kti noH nroi #1 p* 
W new rwiua mro nnprP no 
nSnnrciST^K rnwr^ewrars 
1 vn L * nnon' naprS rnrun nn mm 
p man tv kw nun Snn Sci 
r* cm -V3i Tar? ici*!y St -cm 
-aiftriit nSio-oTa ‘sapprins « 
|Jir ttok ptW ont'ajn 71 prrr TT 


& Me T’an rn^ n* efee rrv: *w 

‘ ‘ rli • *n**’ aM rr*e : nro roro prrx* trtrr 
txan ix fno dip : TO* jftoe t* tx to fort 
>nr : yn to nee *rt t» An mro m> *w tro 
r»CK» cd :cn tm zvivrn 
t'; wTD : ores oc cP til 
c ronr rr rrre c r®^ i 
zcp :nxf»'-T> aoerJDTrc 
x err ti • 2 ier X rerxr? 

o p XfTX) IBOO *SJH tffSff 
one* tfi » *»63 x^rc 
XU Aw TOT ?rr yo 

ynoSftff* >T773 Tim ' ft 

fT* Mi ©»* fe» M f r-^xi -os> 
» • -os nr^ *5 rd : re 
re nss r rib Sta toj frn 
,txp to pr rm ret rooa 
Mf> fnofiX tb tdT Mfoco 
ft 5 pp ; f^»j fff up rysr ro 
rCya yren ra tt o» t» tT 

I* f-XP TX14 Ao pc 

to esq uo r At? tftx 
•vro op or x» : trrartit 
raqp c i^myrrr fc ci .ira 
: Sfevei Tor*ucr c*r6“ m? 
rrt pe tip -rd •6rv T ® oa» 
: co yor^oTriw pe o 9 Tnc 


•qi p9« m •pr ; Ac tm 
&*> T^c on xaox yon rnr^ 
•xm: XTocri roup 

cocp-imr mroT o seto -tj pef Y* 


im 


ox o*i»: xr bp er t*« m 
r6f * fA 1 * fti *> tr» 
: yta 7-0 f*• T*r ft :«d*»u 
An Dnxorxat Npvrsi'ss 
erm x*aro» *d pp ex.f^ 
b fa =*tb *o po p •« *xrc toe* no 
if «c prio rvcw p» * Stoe*' 
morarcjftn -r pc xn'oS 
T WB ijnxto OTO 7T0 
fwc •p K ntT :pn> frr 
j ftto peo ono meet : m 
••x*o *rp to tjijq *n^ 
to p» opn pcixrcr T^c 
AT ft Mtooi tonrr tuxtco 
n Mn> m* P ‘ to oro -to -w* : 

TWO OfVl» fT*W3 D’C 

fen Mrrob AT* xr* rrrrc to 
rr : p xi qr 7*f ftnta>cr -to® 
tp Ate for Tft ejrvT rer*c 
*XA :fAOJ 
>1^ *» n rO* yo *rf# 

' ” S*rm >rm rv<r »vi. wM 


3 


■«A) t 


IT 'U tT =m- 


Tvrvnptayvrm 


rn-w PM trtc* J “TO S nm 
■TM r*nc aen mu 
T&> uup erpo 7 mr ro c»np , 
rami was to* kS -pa 1 ? n^r -pa* 
rrro pn pa pm* p« a prp nrcoa 
i ra» p-tco pci' pby 
a mV- ?t3e*? -on -nra 

W'l'l AMIWiSmS 1 


IT -no«nxn 

ffC CAIC 

▼TATrap* DPT!T«rit x* 
ir* /y- t>to ox c* y e f 
v-te*Tonrfontoc» 'encx^ft T 
• T yoo uoce c^r :c-nr on 
r<ft nc 3af atA ta am oc 
fT» ta tob ms *j yar ya? 
yen co ‘.-*rrc» ec: .•cic 35*r 
toj rrsx CTtfc ftro tt 
-yr wo -o wa w 
nonrartpoe mp «n .x® 
ov reae tc fteto itooi 
ex tpr» fn» to* tw nr% *■» 
rrcy ^QC fi roowixo ri pr 
fix ciw u pr ex pr ©* 
oyet'merer® r-y M» crc* •n 
•eeorj 


OT >• 
**a ro 


te m 
d es 


*r*r? xyvi pvro tv n=m roa atyro 
Tfcch ime KT’ro T3 .mp 
T#r> uru ■ ro aon* 'irrS to tou 
mjc p -roe in u-rp rn rra 1 ? -nan? 
hp> w (Trej jne to t« aro imp; jwcr noe* iwr p cm 
?rr. «"Trpri*g>Ai me* 'fo'ahyrp w 
^ -len to* mpo joer n jicc nS« 

-»jr? n ocy pea P T 1 p nr rea 
rnc t its rrf* a? kc to 'Jee 
-3fio riro rn yS -ou m\w i? nwp 
-naa no « naa -an tv m ro 


o Atwp Tty Ay ft yp» tf tel topj 

wxr tfz »»o pty3 yto 
t» T ^ >rn Jto : Alto 
r*A to otaro >rct to^i rry 
to : Aty> eru rtx® w ryn 
kci top pt to ,-rr* ,W T P« 

**to ft toi* *?ro'X3 ps o Ayi 
r*utfcr»:rx» -p® top tA tTP 
oft ry we of itoo to r*y& »rr of of» ^r>ra -Axe 
:ftf Axr cyi Amt' tocS to : to to* ftcsr*rre6 
pot rm xnxmnsi rrctoamb •xt tkx few non 
mdrtJ csrstaton mco pry; to tceri rrer rape n 
x* crrpb xor toro .*»<t xb? morfc® troj Asrrj 
■ct Ato eft too** we ton m • Tab r~t rrn ftf 
•me* roe •jbo rrroo •** ; atto tom “nof m Ac 
|f 

PTtoP 

»«■ TTO •* S»» nu frf* * Tte J#t or* w to 
«*** DO? : W6TO kr^r •jfpftwrftl a«n rr« CfS (9 
TfP • to t» xry Pm eA-on e*too» nnj w to»i t» 
I .Tf*3*fenw TT J*=ofei if >*rrtJ. wv 


me 'w * cefts i lex' ff* 
•x ntro rX 3 p> POftP T* KS 
©An xs a^ab 7 re toae •xr 
P to fetre tcw raw *t» en> 
rmyrcjtnr tortoarao pc» 
rn^t • rean toaa toa' pr»j x 
mesa ccb ex ••» onu r«nr t* 

* 160 raea tao srau raD 
Taw, 

fee n • anrfto 
croc nrAtaxi tot ritoi 
PfP Ye 5J* mrf^ ya® etera 

• mrfdtoc*joft p-J" rra 
.xop^P cat? tocr xo ftnfci 
tree ft* foa® ccn fw jnfbi 
am [ft r«ft»» 7X6 to* xArt 
we* to rfso went tox6 meo 
wa ft to ; i fx t mrft yao e*«* 

s ?toft r»rormrf txp 
Y fp pr fc A10 r«6 • er 
Ae tojshcf am-we top* 

M ** te cf y to tvT* 
tot A*pcn fxb xtcttj ft rtrra 
c6btjo me mta rcu* frw® 
tore- refr xftpi ui xw jfy 
•JWtoftrxr 'xa Mffpr tft*xip 
ft* V» : *01 ppefi rtrrta yo* 
tnee few : ror m topi a ** ;ftp t* 1*^ ^ ’Tfr* 
>cr P 7 t rw to* * 7 * ta T°b ax* yA to ■ Arpa 
a-m fn ^ Aft xf ©rri pc pf Jo Aw to*© i* 
mere pbi Mf msa to V*o ifa ftp 'to* ppp pc to 
• am rnr «x© e*b t*e6 art* rwto rx» • paw • A^o 
r-raftyc? tts; Ac ytr rr* yxa -aotta wre A© m *xn 
<w fptn pro toe '* ft sift Sc ru w eft HU 
rftr 

o»xn -xro 

moor p ir» le a# ** ' *© t»t ri are 1© mr.1 

rft rrtbt too rxft xr b mo iw» ra or* 

tp T-po % mo •* won' x*+ ©« ■*«« rr* rat ran* nr*t m 
oft rr •* J tv* eft T" •* *mi <xte r"* win Aui 


x r*t 

xrsox 


Gemara (Talmud) 

with commentaries 


Illustration: Talmud Yerushalmi (Jerusalem Talmud, 
also called TalmudEretz Yisrael ). 

1. Text of the Mishna (Talmud) 

2. Text of the Gemara (Talmud) 

3. Pnei Moshe (see 5541X1780) 

4. Korban HaEida (see 5503X1743) 
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Rif- I lalacliot 

with commentaries 


Illustration: Halachot of the Rif, 
addendum to standard edition of the Talmud (Vilna Shas). 

1. Rif (see 4863X1103) 

2. HaMaor (see 4910X1150) 

3. Nimukei Yosef (see 5153X1393) 
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tnanrht ' HtpOB? px KITO CTC HUTOtr CPOfl 1T21 

’Z.TtTZ 'Bwrnieirr'ttterti fctn t tt i c—b fmrr* (p ti irra ps c-a yr rtVo i 

h^t f-«* •* rrer ry/’ lyra \rrtro frxr. r-aof i^jw- ■xro tefn |r«xj fre«M /“dr toctc —- 
^ -+ fee tb Pa* tans ft 4*eroc'feetomn top* r-m» jer rwee] 

"™“ , * »OC «i rtrx ie r*u f«36 


rNwni pi 
rmm wm + * 
ym» « a*, 


[») p* rsej *» Fie 
■H9R v x ir. tot tc 
™ Jcttip r< X 7c !r* r*m 
S trro pjto 

Fee Tin (*»■» •« jrx 
rt | T ■ i tp ej hen tot 
W H*i te TeJirir 
TO fpsi*- trim p«i iz 
to rert TO *p Feo8l 
■m — _•J” ’ ie pro iw 

**, IK • , TOX ’fTO ro "iTO ,"TT 1 

»ip>ifi(ite»-rt».rae3x#i 

TOi i* ||TOa6p -xnl S* 

TOffr -*i ET5 TP FT«*f 

V p^t W rrocp -rat '<e 
m TO «P ftr* F*to T 
WirWiW TOT frrvrr 
nrtrrtcnT Ftp TOC 
To rec rot' -too TO 
TO rtrao p tm o TOzr 
TTO?jree» nroTOWTl 
TTO TOpT«» ■■>»> ' 
pjnh £fc Tc ppc 
r> Ftps j»f to 


? *<■>« 

r«w*n 


*!ipr*<l 


—«* r* *o 
rva 

*n K«rai *r 

vitro 


r*kM 
r-j u: 
or^ r* ■ 


* 

+** K9 * ta 

iSh 


«* t# *a« « 
nr* -<» ***w 
««r«A4iM 


T«n« »♦ rrrr 


ro vn •> ae 


w rr u 
ecr r» (Div 

tsvy 


~5 


»« «R I 

9 a •/vi 

it ^TSm 


e-Ha pros 1 pc crc amre 
Wfot 'jr*r tout • ryep x* t: 
ppro icSt pa k’xt inn ec pa 
fr. *mt td pare tp* 

: TfT*' .TroK^PVCr Prty 
TOW farrr -r tw ten vn |*f* lAn 
n< rro ipc' .irr ; ?r>« tot pipar. 
■okf<Tiic.t pp^xjocrrnrVPie-i 
; "O' pro* inpr s*> yrt ppoir: pert:' 
cr t nt -Ac r> r*r rear try i 
SFtxr am -no 3- pm nFr pit« 
p H 1 '! .T.-H yr -DK JT -roe tw 
prcr-Ji ; perF-a irrrS -ret tk Screr 
rm •.—aw P Hjjs-i si arc* ircc 
x*r -as fra» or* •*ts" Trn hVi 
oTa pt-w rrao o'- icSra a-n p»t 
itjk 16 a kpt< « rrjp oT S 30 Van 
v *>»-tf pr*^ to? nc top (*> 
?HMS» rrarftvnosT imst •» x*rf 



■• 16 Ib 66 -pel »« rfif oxr 

c* . tH 6 an 

prr teu rrl :•* pa v^i p 
T> rwx • prr tl + rAm 
m ar^tetf rout rr 
. *s n 7T*i; m tip pmi pet 

Of» te« TBCSlflXl r wMip 

« rrd f-cs rwt ia M* p 
1 e» y*a 7 r*n Hm : ml 

»«» * «T*-4 *T» <r*t r-v 
«*rmrwr«»Mr»v» 
M tir m6 •+*< n» Mi 
rr4len Mar r? rrr 

kll rxrr »ario trot p 

nt /in ypt to 6 to rlc 
ft Nn w tn ra- *m 
.sn6 M6 : taco :r! for : 

r> r* arc pf tn fv> 


K>n 

- 




•nc nv*r y*r\ Ttser JT^pr n'ripomr rmj 1 -f> rr* '>r ■> >r« 
~ -ttn'te r>*T rtfr-e ' Tr ee" terra ippFtd Trip! TOnjn tott TO- 'iurri n) |nr mST? 
rs f: f«t Kjarn pru srb xsc-a tot aroc k* ioTO 3 xrTr KTX| Tac ”” 
t» prpo« HrJjnWj aro rfw-caftra»T | >ao rrcFiyarT 
?r arnT d'th tek «T a^rr too ,‘ l naa rsrur -a* 

It W PWX *KT T TB [C!o 


■jitatT 
T NO 

9 !■■• 
TOT Nt? 
XtffDMF* 


, ,_ rtat Itam act to "fw riart Trrt th 

li a Ob rctJ ►•: T CV r " r MT* ptiseoc rcto r*^ thTtohv ^na Pet etw|^ce-r& fcrr-rtnTr^ r-Jp-arfi 
r= ^ 6pT3rTr*c vow#*©fc*c Tkny r-cpx^iy» « aeon reoc T^'porrpj Tre^'st » 
o ^ rc "Orccca 9»Tx^c t-»c rr*^» sscrar* »m«6 jtktIimI Mrtaerxti 

vt it rrrraorcor n»rxr» 7 rccr to cr *tapn prws xt 6 rc atrvxE oyn t^s e'f tr sere 

**®"*.*-* rtaft -T / i-rr ;; «»■*«*»c-^o Pwa[~»" 


a rt#c f***r ffc tt: 


PC* prrfhM J6c *tc ronr o^c tjtt rtr s^xd« j*c 'Jn bita§ PiTy^SmC ~* c 

i'erj'Hiom; Pnp#M« ptr Pat tptefne-t» sto Pw ▼Jrx 

#6rten n# Pnu Hi »e wy e a > p~*A [.^ r) r** arc* Pen pTj? o r*c rV> ^6 iri Ttjoo 
Jurt Yfl tqm 6 i#»p ife *x/i » to -io o-i ire r^n rerre wr •)» ocr rwc* mi p«-* 

ecu ort* anue v oao o ■9*r rtr r vor toxzr tote A Bfo PrCoi fttef* T» fxr torn hh 
•ho Pecero tot* * P* yuab Pocr tctt c-na Satfrr tr» o pc ^an Ptm tou+ Ttti w rvap 
ft 9 fnttoy prVi tc^> SJcC rocs rcc Per6 6 nc per W» prj Pet ^xto Peso fen t? ^ 

*npr> T3 TMprr *x^crt*SoBl 7tr il Her tn [Viewer* f«r* fe* j^K 

txa P67-n rtre ta o*-i re-cT pTc rr*3 ten Ayto 7 t*a ,m ehi kfaeen 

M ♦ c#i ^ roc* etterf i:© ^ ret » tom p ^e rrar a H m xto text ~x rr PCf> 

*n» xr tfr rxt cte OTert-son r» toe nv -no &9*r p>ci»nrrc> str h td -pjj >pir 
tore x T+toxtx *r5j-pv*ppoarff»rorteJwJ^f» r at -xt - -na rt rer6 taPpPn^r n 
tooer V’^enn rTr x>pp xf» efi t» wr* rvctxrp *»raAp-*pe»*»Sf6.*<n ttozrrr^ 

[j r>xr te p« fvi r» T'ttoct r»c*5 rr> me rto ftr» -ero Wc .-nc r<? ixO ton to rin pt son 
p-ot-frrr- Tors '? t<* ttt> Pc^t PS xrt Pc Pcftrr PCrtSOr* Pc'] werr P6 f ■»t* kt 

^ f>re rrfi xtC tfC pfi rrrtP to* VX "tv) toto n He tt *> ttt W Jc (.n q*| rPe t pw 
*.n tc woe cer tf ; ^ Ptn? rru* 7* "5 P«* ®"C » ^ *5* om itr ptc a to 

txc 9»oc ttTc 1 hvxe’f xtn jr\ ttc ton fo V> ppoc f6 Pdf' rter aotxti P-c -«P tc 
to rrerjo**aeW» nm tow 3 oP*c Wvcv'j jtf'fex :roci tn t* rrrti etc rcc* 

Pee ’joo TOW jn Prce xro wen xrt xE ;rt P<C [tn Wr) rti tof* **r» wet t mo rtv toh 
so rrr* maMrrnxiTsC So* ms* to me rro; Pfrn tt-p'a 7»pwo ten ~a* +s ~v' 
pfj xo; S- oTirrt TfrtPCP . fie tcc6 yy Per ttc I* fit* ftc^e tee etc rccc tw nt« ref 
arc p« TWtav *i p*a wp Pfic V9tr. er rtrs err rCc p~ Pic coec ps f*t» Pc nrer: rerx rcJcn f* 
pecto IT rrx *o cmrti tA: rtreo ft r* jm rr to * pPcewcwMff r pra 
wcmn*»*c nrtx aC.^TTfle ra rTerrc; citerrr ttJb "cC ?xa tonocr^rTrtr rrr p 
“oC P«» ac net rT rrec; sjcj .rsT v»3 tjcx «d tom r* tin crct xcc too tort lie Dri 
PK C »P diic**Tl Socr .rtu sk pi t w rr-r cevetA earn rff jt» m Me n» rrr *vi to 
:-rwt tcT* r^ Rat pm (jo r) wtsc rex p*a pape ro tOfw fr*A« ft tw to v tocn rt -ft 
jA t; pc rex MP rro free v p jrrr r 'rt* ^Yn. fori> wri : tw **P Sf«i *tn pt rt*x *rr# 
tb 3 Pn 73 7 m p ri t 3 cc> PjW sio Pti rtPn .?ec rn- ; mWMpprH vwi ri fj *?!t 

woe eci # r*v V sr? tfn r— 7fo mm rs pwoj fc J W ro rtcen p rtrr V m»Tc etoc t ^ci |n| 
oci toeciPito *ni> *T#*ra96TT3»7^j>MPrrSit< mts? rerx Av» *no ps ?wj P'rrn rm ^ 
f«r ■>« i,’i jf7?]te *p tori rr^ rcr » -rcntfrC PctoTto *Torrac ti^mTC'etoC i^crn rpt* -x> 
rr toe met rtc ^octo rm ecr m itrow ^ tp«l to Hn r^sn Pi W was mw necs rev orr 
woe too POr* yrapp fear b t o W j w jpo P t o faka t T CSb o n ryeP VcP? acre Wrr>r* p-re«toA 


»• r»o 


>w*^> “T n« ■> r» m> n* r^** n* **• * m on 


l 


Ki| - f laliidiot 

with commentaries 


ssS 5 ! Illustration: Halachot of the Rif, 
addendum to standard edition of the Talmud (Vilna Shas). 

1. Rif (see 4863X1103) 

2. Ran (see 5104X1344) 
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np ye *rs nfri nfas rn^Tn •ErofifS’D «■» 


(6 ?»i swisA eyt? wr* m V* aon ite-tes row sstco peass 
p eft *b St>si ps tin nseeei tes toh; pities oseo mimj w 
?3 er ft! efts -px te- crape be !■» p* softs is spiff on* so 
3f®s sda 1*3' op to sties arc tie ps ops AsHeo Mir tb !" 
csto teb mlh? wo pjreficB 
ovt? wn: -to sr? tic tit ri *o 


fuse ft! rsro? nipee *c» oftn -tot 
bt Ex* sue er o bnr bs m 

tsf >•: pso bne* feo tea- c:pc 

Stic v) fee |w iftt n fix pm 
ft B“»l ctswcp |Mse ps wePV19 
owl rra ct Hess pi scpo p xes 
i fete mi ftio *"» ftii 
f 'on rrrte it rents f» K ;”E 
rnten trjt sets wo e*i 
on erienj ccwe twor too re >» 
rsti pot lit trtst •* ntf roc te*f 
pnto ro>s me ssi tup exnm si 
oft e-ft;r ?cice Tnft ps ft:; po tran 
wo wiesn res xo e-Anne ^ errstsf 

Oof mu A* efw> picn uioprt 

fet »te wist »>j [A? seep Conor 
put tV- nfei ct:t rtfee nrft ex pp 
i e*isp tKrm rana vt dm cmro 
frs» 'i:i aesirs psp wan pi J 
ft Vo sns .rpptn ecirefteel 
ffjn re/! j*bs w<e esp to iVwto 
*0" fete p eeo efftwi non I'm w 
•tel first ess pro snots to d 
nisi tens ecu ptnr tteo ep> tte 
Wm fee ivn ni fieifo p-»*te 
new stop ff 


.“i:pr- ~ v .-• -sir kt;;- o -to* "2 

• nipns min jrr Hi tor *013 nr? ini tst 
wprs nj ]W p; hVp kxv :w 5133 sccr 

■■ ow ns 3«nS cjitk 


feyn rw 
: ices a rot 
row tr>- -mi 
rerti ict 'rtx 
ec^ t: rsi e*» 

“er ‘y t c* ttt ext 




“eye*: 


fsm rxpn 

-xi r«^» tt -tk 
>*■ TT5 trV wiAk 
tr »<• tr«te s^c ■«< 
c*i rctfc o Ito; -tr* 
h O# fh ft* u sro 

tret o xi k/ =a»iT^ieck 
frit ‘feet t*« U qm 

i rw m pv lb 
bc ^ »«•*: a rt 

h->» sw* :*st9 »#t 


pne 


1 = 


piW posi^ I*pp»11 DT-O'at CfT5 |*TC70 
•up* f3 nrovo rvanr rwK p'. 3rn pw 
rce ipptjt bvw» on 1 ? trrcpn rn*o p 
nfft«r is wire erts rb rrn'V ns ,~*rtn fi 
rto "p irwi rwr ncitn,ntp w "p'rt .-np 
ui nb ppn ft* ow" *C3» nnsro puro 
Pnjv 

ri xp rers -s fe 


ewiw !e pfessr no spx sc I’ iAt; sr.si ins sis ll-sc tot W 
nee rue "c v.S spp cs TO ist spy a ftes tie wt cutur mpn 
: fen btot nip fesi tens p Ip me pres 
otto f pit m i*x si ,*oi cten /f stf rnrs p pnri p« K “*'£) 
m xp mo so 
t-sui m <fti mss Mis Vom —o 
tree s: f e msn pi eosp- p pf 
spsi -sine mrseTf fco asor s*i 
fets i"s tetn pits uti ps polsi 
epsf tee w» 7»o pc sit fte 

1ST 61 gpp pejn pees 'fa irml 
tot teic ip frn- -p-tfe pm ft o*l 
tos rtT*f ;e p- nr res p>:e rnt 
S7s,nf * to ist e*n» it toft tooe 
fen fssm fsow bpi tetsis toft 
ii*snr |« lie nts tsu ere-fo p toitc 
'! ps: toft ttss te pr -fs ft! !t 
tb tnro P pis Aft bn toito s't it 
p c.-e tb e*!*ii revs sp toi pros 
sr itss oe ps) rssr cterj p orc,n 
step mts i! ftps ft'- clirjo r pus 
ntp sec ?J0 ns it oitc fw b b» 

: pe eteni 

. ton efeox t*is e n nVwi 3 
ett -ert fer srss ft wiro 
swrt fto 7*1 Hi ftsn let r So trite 
wn TJt! nts fp? -etes tc: -xf so 
ton b is S’ licte ti ps out -sti 
pits u ftwn bTOT rat to tons; 
pen! t/t -si non -sto wter isft snep 
■to wntss rti ottc if torso te 
•o too rt« teef s net to -lit t«*e 
ms jinto ceo ecsi entees cftsnm 
scss too 3i nsr nus rti cos 


pwi [*] p inc:** 7S N 
73» c*Vn: vn sv H7K 
1*o yr«J iv :*»p yprr 
>Kin 73 13 n'n Yvteti 2 ini? 
oils .Tien 13 jpe' «i ct-is 
r* hop o’oim linjtf ih t? 
rorn net 13 psvpp ntn pi 
o*oy ir n*37 micxi nm 3 
in'oiio r-isv n'3m 


■n <*i wtr 

w4 i»! w ccs 170 nsi sox rte. n'pft feso net- cross tsm tree 
-feete -tie! tete tot <nm trust /le to ton wee n't ito too -CD 
mvc p 7 sj xoti p-si tee pee to fffn «« fttee tetor ten 

toon 

- nwo 


i-sTM cs . "31 non rtott ma i 
: nfrao two- eis px 
Terete* •"» .-lei rrsirs rssrc rtf pi 
to tone 03 fer no asei He mm tn ttrun ewe) -sstn tent on 
.'m «ep et Tsto : npc pi nrrr nob pro petes pee -pn xt stos 
: l'i coxes f> oss pi fei oto M> jtei* tee bo rocs frst nt 


iHb eet cones p Ties nse tone ston toe! Hr wee tom eeos 
tb wn*r ten USP- ptift sre so toi peo efro sec snta not step 
-onespnw p--yt teasVI ate steel .'on pit -t |mes “« ’■ ftioo 
ftsissi P >to eyres rsne mens p ex® cep to ter 30 errs? «( 
:3» toe of rotes eti mete pi pit iwecs 3«ni feno ne ne«e 
i p b toe u*ft w en 'iifti mess »op«i to tec im ffs w 
cite forts ton -rote ntf ftie fel tot s*t. tel cVtrst e» » nbesn 3 
act te: rsnes snec fer ten soot rm trftn too tos n+e 
OT 3 Iftro rope nse *no I'eln "ae no b tepee toto ren cnetc 
■c rcK- ose nip urerr arm fel b*s fet r'sfrr pec to wees icsfn 
in o e-jrss ten eto 0 - *cc : tote oto ttnn ess to lb tft» soo 
yyt exo coie* ecsft li fts -te ftten tteis teftT SOTS t e .ten mb 
tee «s« tb eo«e ere -si II tw -ft test r ft eto tom fese* 
: wst rust os f! ire me -ate pr wo nwt secrsi *tb cok- 


Cdi 

ltti nnat A n» toe Ttfts etote oil la* rtos Ttoafep roiin -tea 
•sii pree ft! «te s*> 30 tno t si ftsosi A pte n«! !o>i ston pH o«t 
oil ptsn tote to pte Ate cm oin *r> ran rry! wi !trr pet rro. 
Vs- we tl r tests SO e*Af p tote ruii ciiot |tb l'i ree nit 
: ftnoel »s to -p tec oft *ri erot tea e) A eotp ioi wssl 
•VS tons torn s*3*no ostb . fife? p oir ? i foe Is MD na? H* 
ton syv ce ftes tb tau oft esneo pi ecs new ?sue 
ifetw op con ten u fin suss ste pte lb sore top sec toe 
p nee sr Oso ie Mis Mm ttes wan airo r*n ison ttet no ars 
ranem oci d tftt con osr so? po 30 fere sow centre be otfee 
ran lc< e*m •» ncAs topso it fee tosto to o !c teto fthte te> 
|io srl A eel Ob npe toon ps M/t oi nfti? no ton osoo i» «t 
: *cn irni roi 

Aft too bo to IP host tbf ana . ten fpro p fries f« H 3^fi 


s Cl re An tease* Me? "ts SI /term : 


-poi riJPD 
r«i s 

l M Caen teas) me* mc 


5 T.ro ” ■** rtoTaft «T’rteT nws'o"' 3 ' 1 " " ex Val naoeii * |-CS*V) --B wmitc rtoft rrac f*i»cs pn M 3 f"l 


i Pi T?l 


i npVia 


b so Sft rbno sms : naoa eft to tori nVt ** se-ae p frw fa 2"t 
Hass csto ri te«te oe r«l»m " |*e npa na« -an i ;ci Jab 
Ac rf*»i »i •«*> star fta =aa asas |-ns a» -paa Pi wstee me 

«M» 1 | ?*■- eA *jiN : c*»r*r VC f» fVtO . *• ^ nr ^' ! 

m p> yrca y*i? yyin -xc >*« oxcfr» rviiv ^ <* ^ 


vm Tppa fw n*^ p*v r, 

•'W*' »▼« 13 "vt3 mi * 0 * V*n rrrrro rp rm *fW >~r» n»i 


t^TWIl PTJfl 

fee ft?® -“u*“ft 3 'o :iu» i **^3 #rn n-an -on S*** tran pn tvi |>i m ■> 
i rr* r' i9ij m TT* rm iu tf tnrS-rtow **ai ^ i-: -'boi n*v «r» 
M» m*^i3 ra orff«» pn ^ ^ **331 » *v w pn* |f>) 

■tr er*ik 3 rvvr* pkp*irv -nt p=PO r» - ' »re notj roe 
y«^o «tm nrv mjn —an rrerv non *3 i» irru Snota rtanefa 

t n> *m te* .'itu ‘Tin xro c*»S *t» ye® fffis ry: tr: 

fpi; nn " rxr ran r^r 7V*iVi yw<«> »utrj *va |a| 

m> vW m v*®o r&v »pr wi yy OT*_ f 

— rA® o«e“13«* trm *aVia . __ 

r*aq? Bu rn aa iShti 


r^rt • 
* •** rw 


urfYx V^r -et^ *t rrm iy« ia nm ry» U v ran r? re wro-o criS rfW W ^ Tff«TP**W « *^01 

irrVSfcXw 3 *?|i 131 0770 *taV« nr»t« r^n r|« 1 *® prw ® yb ^ rpi n pe t« 


8 


R ambam - < Yad > 

cfd bdadaka 

with commentaries 


Illustration: Rambam (Maimonides, magnum opus) 
Mishneh Torah—Yad HaChazaka. 

1. Text of the Rambam's Halacha (see 4965X1204) 

2. Ra'avad's critque (see 4959X1198) 
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<-*) 2H! nny m±n .crew njrc rpa 


(3 


p’tmw« «rt> pm ;t ten p) atero « .In rtci >ra sc J 
s*6 •» Mem arte t-rai eciowi taest fee rio eapt'- a* 

I rt nw Ml Ttrii eii r" Ml p (6 BP tot 7* IIS' TVt> Vic ’frr 

pun >*7! tcr> tin ■mis Bo vrrs in p 7 *" "fri pi rw Bit s*B Mt 
i-yin |* tf f»i -pus to tub MO 
ytc 6a6 j *31 irqr eeo pram pe 
Site t»c *p m*irM wise Pito 1 
east moo 7*i evtt pi s»! prxem 
r-i pro -.mi pt pi »:• rsc tm 
Mi era m 7p vn it it»i w 
Pt tmt fti . If-.! 1 ptt Met rro 
urs Wo jiji yyii te» rsi ~Ad 
sew prt d.-« terii J*w pci tas 
ftt wo i£o V: iisi 'pee p ore 
yap jj rx in *»s atie tea -re 
■riro ess ntio pre Mr »i ecu 
ran Ben 1*3 atm p* ro ims* 

■303 j*i ikS rriti nt /j pn 
Mi |» m i;» tire wtri *mo lire* 

B*n . -ni Mo- oits 'nt pc 
ti tv eta: Iji prti id ime prt 
bits iw*> ares p's Mi two ii 
to ititj per io is* rea u agtn 
t» to rw nr; r*> <rfco step Tt* 
rvjiBdpn) Vie .iei* 
seo to ,tev cars ro inti jpo te 
mm enos eo » ”iyr 

n ri p*oit sic yrOi *ei mpe 

nt’ xfT »rr- ana p noi ■»*• wo Wop itb rein (T6t BTC 
att oo xm cteaeu tows sit tumpei tom iM Miw xrsi 
prrfto Vrjoi ■ etat 'ro iso metres toil ttec •■» at-: cm retst 
v op ofd) snv 1 : t» o»i »Tift on rmi M . *d 
no 


a»r> *c1*6 om r* re W*3B nr w -rMw n»6 mrre6 e*i rc6 Moo 
V-6 ti iwro to aeOS cci et loo octo nt tteS BTx.3 tom nam 
ter rri t-rr ixCi era co sice 'oi S53 W» w o*s im ^im 
onto loo jtj: nit vrt roti ao |co M: i*o eMor oo lw ets 
!m «3 pn 3 <w w mro 30 rs tint 
rrr xi truer rfr» mas 10 r<» 
*«6 -rsn e« tti ti .'<1 me> 
res: nr Mr r 1 - M 1 *’** a»*r 
scs tc ftrr eto Km top e«rt 
eon cm bcco "an 71 Traroii ana 
■n «4 frs rcto m lpj tje ‘Vtl 

in* in;) S'JC in iltc star 
W Me 15 W?‘ p»rt pn re ret 
ne»S c # m et to pw Bo \a vr 
60s ran < MB bb ecs |te 
epi: car ret ps »M ms «<o 
Bum pt sens rrji epn vBi i«?» 
e<M r*e: to era nr to or Is* 
■net ro? ran w VT" S'* 
te >6 pn: neei vr vs Uo Cror 
er ears hr epi* ■me -nr fc r 
■so is ’its tppp it te rti nar 
pro eo »i test 3*11 60s test sera 
jnw w !e ttfu ofol 3*o Be p tv 
6: w rrrtt i*t epos •vtlet not 
:pji * 3 t 

<p) 1 jo |n io o > .‘o ira tc 1 
mo e« pti p ft pe <rn 

Bmp per* t* mm i:i tic to ire pn nit p M list ‘on nr pro* 
ti t«6i ft pe't* sure to* oust kMbsi icost vtc ft ’wn sr» 
M son "^oi ms 70 311«6 i-rxM J«: *a> *0 tote to uoij no> 
-ie p llti pi Tto irrito i!6 leit p-to toi TIC 6) trO pc Mi p 
P31 6 it cut praci •> rrso 76 tw "6«o 'U 3 Tte (to 60 pra 
. t*p m*d po *6 prai *161 fro tp eoiitei etoro |Mfo 3cm 06 
|nfo ^t! iwi teeOt yii rec sfer "in: rose ei'as Oi u» 103 wt 1 Kd |rxf>r k^scir ?tTt 
KO^PS^I PTW ^ •» "M WWWfrt* To 

' TB^to -© co t»iasi rf-nJ |ce ms ps w prjteor? prt» "rrrt pi 7* p jsaa vr) ^wi 
ioto to ffr*tc peri |Bt 


pio ,i= 3 i ]•« sxzr rysi "(iin n:c w rrti 
yp'm ^ om ^*Vn av arpo la . 'n taS prop 
rny trtn vpre r*n rr« inn: p: J :a -6 tos 
ryei Vmn p rrP tV« 13*11 *»itr* 1 * 7=1 irrv 
erm nry mio* T : iioe nmyn -wn 1 i« .-a 
irriy ypripai jriKrs rruvrn pprP =nyn pm 
* prei 7 * 1 = rtupn p ?3 y:p fjyo p« ptm 
rwrrr 'qmsp .tan pnya sr cat |is nirr w 
p ?3 flirt :i w in yr*fr . sen rttoc mpn 
? 3 C 31 • Trt* rirt* .-arc «cc] anyn nrpr. 

’S3 .PIT 1K3.rOS?'«t<3 .[DP*«fp-ra m*p 
.13331 . P3CM ’=*= OT .1 *K3 . nn3 1333 . CTWI 1 

•* i;-n sm i=k rttti . 0^3= nt *P3i. sirs pry» 
*83 rar ir ’ks yrsc m xi p? f-onff un rc« 
rtsw ,hb it *m3 cv nr *to sms pc33 nn n 
vby rvp c«- *133 pvci ysen Vy vr n-p-n 

iiyr ipjtt tib« 


TT p to trO p:i M* [1 
. Bli* ’» jalT 6! 1J 6» 
eras fs pit rt txn 

opt! epra ecto er |vtti ten mxa bob M o ‘w eat 1 - ro iPM eirto an -to (nt rmt. |te6 ftw »« (ottc *1 et* m*s 7 
jpic tb ,rts3 ton lei miss uo-to •o" ecto to toil I* :me wi . pM fsce efto eyite tw ntsi eee rm nan fitee ns 
131 rt r6 Bo not "w r* « tai ace rt tto impe 130 to* rtcu rt> c: 'a ,t» -mesas ran .'pi pmo pair :Tom w (ceei (*n 71) 
toll . . r*aB» lire rnaxoryo Bat t*M* 

pays rrt 

fi a**i 6cre eMa rows sir ot :n m rpm Boo a Bit Btictoc 


8 


9 

3 


too ten po (cos ■cfotsi rrtassn Brpo c no ira p its tm 
|ocj ili> rot M neiri vei lool w to rt V rairct torn 
r»c lfu pe pe "to nrem tomat - ac vrr ft* rfc-s -p6 titnew 
pen (total ntec set rat Tfln [C ter Tin rt r *5 r'r So 7c 
•Tc ito iroa p6 mss is itee pci S*ye j’tti pc 'to tte6 71! ei* is 
fet >n*i rt pis sat tero am .Bates treM rr ras Me* a;> 
tn 1*36 M* 1>' M iin pit *t« si ite m eta 'em Bros ucs Mr 
si: Mr 1M1 o-i* it 7*33 Me ps 771 |tc roi .-po V) Me* ritis 
mts is ere p itortsi itto tnt fv tin thus jts ptttt im poe 
• Ms it r* 3 » cm ‘611 pel we ns s Bitot wi ins it met tei* 
trte pt Vt ’’n Se rlv vr> • ” t**f « •*» "*• B-rrre Vtxn T 
Vi te* to npcar> a M3 rat tt tntis (nn ats: toera !*i 
fr> sees tin) i*» rptn smje on fr •‘er •vrv -ae "oi 
(fire -r *ca 'rua Ban 31 tot 3 mi Bfris so itw in impn w cv-ti 
am :\TT» toe Mr 'ct 7*1*3 ire it*, irn "ta te-r -at 1 Me <pl 
•iftt c«> *6 I;ki irrprt ssna ate 7710 to m\n |tnset sere are 
pro 6*,rt p Btoi M* 176 -nen 6rp Ct'i nsir npns 'o to: Ssr sret 
mpn ;• T,tti (r is ttryro islet oje «al ito e« eBs p* |iai 
ta* n at ’"sti as* retie * 4 eta tons na eto non pis ance 
■mace ba ere Jr* toe toipn t >3 M6 «tu te Me on era Mat 
to 

T^oS 

T*t :o|* Bit* -an to it me at tat nan . Vrj ps 

ton ttt r« -n ti is ft ne re »»• rat T* ps r» j* iTm are ttoo 

: /nt tret) 

JBtt 

m* 3 x^o mnx> 

S]f«M nv uroS wr-n «T*n psS« »XT«* rrS arrocj rnr: 
tr*m n z* -W -r^h rr*xn rrrn fton** »*ti ^T»i rr-rt pa T~9 
bw traitV rmf nnt Wi nr*>w arm -arv pnas rpiV 

«s*> A 170 


W* *ST^ TOP 


•pi ten |tt tot B*S3 >10 Mpr ,'isi too: s-e trt Sri 3 8 CTB 
tret tin pel 311 vte 13-3 t«et Mfcts *7*e ,:e*> 
rta tsei tea t* tn us pe6 tao <-pr si rot not prare *e*r 
pr st Bice trps Bfe» aat P' 3 ! vs M61 ‘or rn 661 n 66s ■-.cco 
rat tetri rtpet s-tties tt <eex » * r*pe> trait tni rtn . rra 
0M3 Jtw 'tics at Hi tt M pt terniripi t* inn alea ptB 
IV !) |tro lot bii'ic inrn 0*. tan In vn cs*» t Brp too 776 
!6tt* teBts ppi leir tel- It M*’ to tea it M 70’ stl «r». 'no p 
r- 3 p pBee sreti rti pti tic its pm pr 31 :ai 111 s>s aim 
jnsi lose vs tnm to. ewiti p him aOj feme (rpot write 
b*w jjte.M tpn 63 r*r tot tor 711*0 n» pe tatt ti* '•> 
.tic teia |ss ft tteto Beteis ‘tet wi w«l stsz (63 ftee ti Barm 
Tie Sirs pe Brercs retoir (e* *6s rvni ere wet o*ti ris Mf# 
etttto rrere sep* ec iq e s n iose use are tea pie vt» 
erne v* av mu tes 'trot wi ecost htfo cvei p ee eccrre 
tie p no te w3n im ira i*si mu t» pc *w item reins 
p in -io •» pt efe\ie rtf ei ett ms wC tnretoi rerta 'an 
Wr*si snstotertMo a .eer* oste eexat steo utee ates no xom 
teto rtaa c*i:s too tto 7 pto •■■•r*r to ertc p or} real * :: t 
a an ta. 1 ' rj ran r-rta tire rMerert hnui c: eyoi pre cat 
tret: entob 0 w on atre jte e>Me etMe -7*3 BtoUt tori rf«e 

nara 

tot wo ta t * 61 fan 10 rtea pe fte . *oi rrai am <e ten re 3 
rre re» rs ~e-e» antot t« 07 art . wh » tore 006 
ere were tea t*e aei c net Beer i*t to -re /a 'tor wie» ere te-i 

nr Vua 

: Tt r) M’S « rt roses) . res Itoe* a tea tree mi ee wre 
to it te: mo erne, tare : roB an . ml rtte an 1* •» mo 77011 
mil) ere to tea* tti- i 7710 ™ m ireetee . t» ei»# • 

: me w i»i fl VI m»e’ /■. no 


4 


3. Hagahot Maymoniyot (see 5059X1298) 

4. Migdal Oz (see 5096X1336) 

5. Magid Mishneh (see 5104X1344) 

6. Radvaz (see 53 i 3 \i 553 ) 


7. Kesef Mishneh (see 5335X1575) 

8. Lechem Mishneh (see 5335X1575) 

9. Mishneh LeMelech (see 5487X1727) 
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NnNM w 11 


o-» rrwt 
M 5 l m S'* * 


» KM r« n 


ir W» ^ Tt i rH» nw 

StwVSTii'iT?* 


n> |W# i f« 




•Serna* |* 


mntrrcrna’rm 


Li*J 


|*e *?))*> ptsM* to ffttaittsttfe TOMA sra * X T’tcs cm* e-r* ptc- *-r- pr kt -m: t.i nti ns £ i 
fc r4>rc»'0fW«nsr!eico's'e»w*e»<s(!J< er ‘ fi tn -etc b (3) :*a mo era M4 n> sp•» os 
ra>«—inTOrtMiyymttttirai'WMBeTOttt vmaiai itttt tAi tit 

teon»4T*«* nJr»r^t»!«Te^prcte'TOiwsS» , i r* m He if* na c * rc to h *mra i tM 
Wtttaroou vo»!pe» (rroSffenrpS -^Micousn 

tro sxn >T ra r f re nv«* ra naf> (>) Tre * Wvo/rr*«e *r » : s s® m tetnauib 
tfTOirnTriS-orcrac'Tttcm : -tu jsp 2 n*t (0 n cm' mm nnp ra ra tro *xm 

xt-r-- *c«*Tp*i Sol Mi *roi a m *•« r\ rtai s i* nw nrr ca •‘■e* • Mr 1 rsns ntim 

p>wc IttO VTX KC&itsA cTOtrrwC T*C r*? Tf-T f. -r^’nfSk (1)1 (3) Trillin Tpc * iT lpp IrfeS 

TtttPTCI Tr Clf So VOJ Tfl TO*)* Wfcrt^clmft re x4;(Tir: rmfri-rprt s Wt'C f fTo cyt.3 X trtrm 

lwrM irie ■xet mstn «•»»»» i» rn r* i*» «»<*•** i »• r**««« (“ ren raa ssscrxs pjrcHn 

|M ctiM eeo T* *•’_ :lkM r _•—« *srftttot(Tr(n)iz*sti 

■n Inn t.wstt M so fnenr fi-sc-" »—r: i - a>t > - urSnltw 1 t-pas 

inn i vwfc r*»n»’n*etr>nn rxertw (ft ) ^mstee-s r>mc~i 
/mas-sse -*- /ce-:t t rceSS-sc 

JTC 


|cnf»n w rtra 3 *n TP* 

: rr fi x re m ts jn rp 
fit /rt X . Si t/jj w • : -■ ■ -- .. i ~ 


n? m Horn a tf 
•vt.Tjt/.-b/rc «i 
roW «rt fat m i •' ™ 
no» rs rot trees . / 

me m« pos rmttirs 
r*rseice ■*»pn r! * i -. rc sen tp~tn n nwi /rti 
o y®) n fiAtmteg fi me rxr rtvxrx 
icn S9» tf fftt O Sxd ic* pfe [TB Ptt 
■txSwSXmsPJOOtteOT na tt e* tet tom (ret 


tkairtBi rrt* <r| 

i ~x T** n m a*»| 
:{flpn pt| bmvibIn * rHi#i *r 
fr\ irtrt--** - 


tj- m x tt«m to 
rtoi.ttro* rwj-s 'of £X) « 
a *ai' rt icirc iryi to 
too -»» !*o fce ros> m » 
too .-to yti yp rm o Hei 
VEcttaonto-et -ncnita »m» vo to tatemn 
o*»i n cco -no rr> to *i k ,ttn rrrta ps r» xsn 
[rare too Pro STi to txo j"s tro n [to •» Mutt on 
cat to ers nu to to uu irfl j-S pen ft sr so sn 


spta ,-reo tn nr oto irtl e >wt poo rtc e sro Slit seto t» arm tbi to) rxo m pcs ft (no 
ttO PtMttcto tor (qpirj no o pts nto tort to) .-ya-rre tor rr-:r Tic ctP rnr = ; xro? to: n 
’to 'at Or Irfs r ex^- ps nrer bo too Vss to m ette 


I too strop rxo itii x*t to- Rto ne m re* frtsi rto pit no see otto nMib ra top tt to rionai rrr) 
r^T-iT” r» tot! * to :■» -[rrtrypipT-J !X n .too -») <t!» tmctTrutlllrn: -yr .Tpr pp cr,— mi 
. ~-n pa of atiee esai ST Terr Sti no r m -n re> ammo ton t sta -Tt ec too cjto setter ret p neclvys 

/I mro- mo rta n(» a to ox ttt perte rxxT-tfc ae Vt otanor fr rTn on too- Vo mntie Sr»npBW)r» 

■ -•ti- Mi ,pn tonttost y< toe joe Koxt at m eeto ttt bc tro totrereuorostanrenteo #ytt *o roeoatt TO 

.. a i*rto tetpt t: Sroiane■eotaeurttittSiorrtt stena»«ttsnttattorn e» rate rtw -»»* Vw 

• •» — t— «>pm Jfol rtT vi p *re meenttse yrra fre tt -** to tr ;rwt tiea toi fn tro to -tti -rr roc* xre p 
jp> trrw tee tteS na )m rta tpm ora to 1 f trtto pa* ft: =*« ito . 10 ) Pro ix x coo r?n TT 
t n*eto> xi: fix* u toe Hr nt set ps t*e teci y* tri ir( mm or rs x rto ftp tt iw -tu St owe 
o on rttn for! rcej ets tpn to(' I !ra tis f) Ttoti Srg xt iso! tt> *p rOo r'-orrM pet; 
rti teas nen ators err; <c-ji -ft mi ^na y«o at n pe fr cat orja «6 se*i fti rot* neeJ J* roc sex 
TOe arfe ireto >ip txi tutt arm it*- act mb TO ttsen PTC pro cc ctpt tu toe a 0 set 
rsaan njv. . awn sea - n 

-- —---> erv. rnt * 9 tavi(r* Rr eniresiiMrtaiarH TOMcr- — 

V *«• 4*1 





C7, r V 


•‘T^ i »■ p" 13^3 -tp to r<.Tii no arftmvw w r-n w- m r-p*. p* a *ek n •= . xir 

TT_T 121 T n'y't' V S ;* ^» ■««r > mh- p, tttoto rtn«W orisetniMtT* ««« 

^S!S^Sn,\cZ- r n r? opew r?yfX■?! VTO. 


^■*6 tS 


"Ol #1 • »-* 

• Ml *Ffr>»*T-« 

m *t: r-c: ▼:**> -yn 

to* ••• T-* TO»n -r;*A 

tt—• er - ir- rc-i t tott 

to r T r rm or *4 to«M *ve • m. rtoT -toxs- 

ft ■'ftp tt*rot ) r/• ito- j« •XTTni, l/n rtM 
"« »«r < r*"! nrej- = - 

• J - 


H r’ptrrrtoi 
toi A w ar xr* -«j 

to*toto* •‘rprft 


.Tftj 5r U|: rt i 

;m’ t r»^c» ® r« 

/* nr w p»to •*. rtm pr* -er trro .•» ra <<> : rw »!• 

Pf Vfttift t* V Nto-r rw rtn to«j me <i| :ms r> *« ^ 

■6rht «r6 np r* ei:bn r» j*bo it* .**t (r> : ♦ tm < 
tE r«r-% A ia i 


i v i v ra h un nwm war t. *r *j rr ns • ts iwh ■ a ntrwini na Wtt E 2 *t m Rs BO 

rc: r- *v* rw *»»•• • >j »*-« vr> fr rrcA* a*o«ob> xe »an«i«l» «“ -odtw rrttoi — 

r IjT *? P6»Ka m NHn Vtat *** <-«o TBr tne« H 3 * 

^ '** * xrzB^tr rwe -rt t sr> t«: ■*** •* !r * vw ' ** ** 


» «** I* riw ►«? e^otor rtr rrr “T^csrtir -c , n oet^n <a r«c» yac* rm m Mfl m* m K* rxr tar mo ramie* ^ ■> 

rmr* .**o «r*: >* at ro m pa* Ktor* h 1 ? rm ft* u i tcsntn not iTBrriA vn c«» to ft m 

rHn ok ne r « it .*«a to vk i mo nw6^« *to m* •ton onu^ti trrt w>I 
ftimitortlttotniJtoi w»y^tnirs to rt» trs r*tt rr at* irtoa • ^ m w : 

•r-u* 

Mr 4 »iftatoi«r«n . *: 


to* am r* rr ri ec b i 


^ •*> rm . -s p%tm . » o*p ft* .*• p» . a** 
• pft«rft» rm » xr n n nr>« 


• AM to xl 


•r'jr rc 3 H 

» rw rra rr 


r I —|*2XHB»r,.I 

■ I . toto tolc- >• t I u U ->• Mi tt *M « TO JTO» CTO* ft rn 

m , W ■ ft r* *rr r-m- m to Tom rto -*x* :»<tt ;x !'(' *| 


to»c ri'B NO 




Wl 1 fft ttft 


• tot t e-ro o^j ftto.cft -~t c*” rt* v» to* « '• rr» •a ft* r** 

•ton -a ftr M ^ Tift Oto *ftft m.’ -to TJto- Wr, ... tom* att >m tt 
----to if'iTy r—c -• a r*ac- ra ^arro to¬ 
rt n_Si to* to to -o r r —ftN -torro *••• *^rro r. 

' tor» -tow* to M. • uc x tor— ;s r- tt- 

to r" ' w ’ w r> ft *to. to* o to U m a 

«a «-• M rr TO toftft toA rn J' "■* tototo^ t* 



W»Arr<t TT> r«f-s* n»r-ga r t re: rrt fee 

*cr art** -» Trt lef Vic m :•» ice -m Tn «j< >s-K 15 ^ 
^ to in rcu rxr -a r= ^ to yf/ ’♦ter roe -rt an 
ami rcxoxormr -**> « «o fVitf? rrr -rr -it 

Ib 4 i no to *fs n rto ot opt to tot h a otw> vi me f u 

f*w a tc r tr (t» ttt w r f» -r ft rt rt: prr of *o 
^ **jrt Jt rnstasr nrei: vr :t p;»» rai ttt tfo- 
tor rrorr> w *r? iff r* r <» tt :“T* ww. i ,-rs ns 
to rt b Tu rrer? :p -:■ 13 l» ft I tr 

•ft C rte? Ttot rrc rz? rn t*r n t to fcto •« to r rp n rtn rra 
ttte ro« ,t at tx fO ntr rie to tot rry t rrj ptf>;t ?v« pt 
r* ITAtn rftottrtorCTftfrt-t, ft? te zttrrsa P: 

?torrat:r fTN'j-crt-itfi/t^r'rrr-toc-r* pnf rprorrrr> 
>p tt'ijej-rt a ^ m -tp x? toi-crloior^r'to rtttr c -ssnr rr> 
tosm rrr mrt1*hM*Hf p* ufr f-rst c:c: ret m trr ^ <*xt 
ftp wcprrsj- rrscj pp rtn net tot r> xitort) Pt? rx; rtrM 
torso T-rtcrtrip rx» H' a tto mer nttorcr k: vf a to 
rt Pf ra* rean 6*^ rc .tm tr rrr to -at ft? rrr tot tn 
-totacrr-rt'tnrirr to Prt ryt trr to m-? n x mtj 
If* f-‘ -aft -rftrtorfi -nfi -'to- too M r *cfMt» ^pr 


nr pth afr? hr rtoP tl yra » ref ■* rrt tot atoto ff» 

tot ft* to» Ml- *i fro rt? rt rt*** n»Mttt » «fn a« -rra 
fetrz ^t? »: rtoo nrre rra arc ir» rrt f-rc •$ at :rto «pw 
f«Nt»t9» mritrotylttlctrtM jm ra rtae 
rn tr??i» Xxec. ft? on* rc-cs rxr a P? toa!« ttCl t*to* t (to 
, ^»tolr»t> rrtf n»»T®7t>ito5pjto«t’r-yihrmetr? rt» ttt 
to pr *rr ra zc ter tcA? -c ant ax for totn ~rt KtoO rrre t w 
-«r r> h? f-sa r» "«f* rtt t«h pc ^ pw s^«b t**i flora 

te-rr to fm-0 as xsfr tr ■: frs.to? x *ra r W» m 

tor* ar prrfatm fp(» pt Tfvi -n rrrr ^cs rcrar. -e *•* 
1 ft to*rt to-c -jerto farPfcorfoac**ttrJccto»fnPri*rPt«tocf- 

ter» -rr» totof*fr 7^0 rt ^ x-tocia ir-r *: a am ptatet totoWot 
rPfPffot^storr-rrrrrtottifpaltoatotti rotr NWf 1 ’ 

p X: t*v tetr rr rr rrt: 'f*f-x to- »r rtrerrfi rrtor rp 
to p> 16 —*.*« rra rto a t -tj prt? r? f^t Pt pt* **i tc to 
m c* rr> mrq rc: toi rt? fc: r? *r xr*> waft rti « ip fi) t to 
teftlMf't; toto-r?r-r apecuttcftoJ Ptetf" to ffftw 
rx tee gtertt rg to OC "tot TflT' ret?. ro *ac ctrs* rtr? -«P Mh 
oammyti ra err trt?fr:t vpBAto rwlftpor?? TOt rto 
tor mr* rr: r fp tj yto" r> :*nr? rt? p rtr at 


SlnUduin Ajiich 

Oracm Chayim 

with commentaries 


1. Shulchan Aruch - R.Yosef Karo (Beit tfsef) (see 533o\i57o) 

2. Hagahot of the Ramo (bph) (see 533o\i57o) 

3. Taz (see 5406X1646) 

4. Magen Avraham (see 5433X1673) 

5. Ba’er Heitev (see 5483X1723) 

6. Gra (see 5558 \i 797 ) 

7. Machatzit HaShekel (see 5567X1807) 
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Glossary 4 — Illustrations — Classical Texts <^£4 2,69 


am*v b 


jran ndn y pypp njnrrrr rsrwv «> 


: fit «ttK: ixsfCB tot *« >too !s* totes itet »to. »»M*» llTOW 

sWp mix cncneectoe. is srruij-us e* eisi in> [;jei](rrj| etxi 'totce’-sxit iictir-r:-r^*C 
rows * 'I penes 'o jnx tec wefr* cfim utm rjrrwiWM ■aosnf? tie si« JsjMPi-rct 
ncrf* rfrsro i#b(*.iWp ecrras sr ipne |tntim ^c!c^r» •« bobs 


ocr Ktc . 'b crjrr fMMjs 
iWfnl»ire t^ees in 
M* vrrr ttc w b» tot 
|ta? nr fc sfe arc mil 
a Ic^w fere ~j» s" n 
•*S rt cuo are i Piei 
tofesa rsrocj htp rt» 
ICfCTtrcrte fa BTlVll 
jet* anva[ 4 rs erp 
iari amis dc ifrrc 
pfafo roTO ftCsu-toifrn 
ee ;* mj rP in (rs yrt 
*th pi SC* to TO to riestr 

toro eww Mss root: st> 
jre yajn» teetors :* 
piece S-xrr ceea* rno 
rtiowi uj^iire K-rrse 
free sB’rtsai": Srpe 
P|»is()rc 6 rir sro r 
snsx cv pi :m Pi sc* to 
Brin j«ts tro Weir eeirs 
p euro is wo rctJr* 
feis ^ ce cDc i»i 
swfi retel es-pr p*e n 
-pH ftwi!>,«TM -»pe «r 
*o cero pssi rtrrfi i*s fa * 1 
«er> *»p re » teirte 
rrxfrr owe rows pass 

Coto>.T:r 

tf* *CI UJ1 1 

rm to : B V//A ro 
TCT: -IT Fjjj t*J 
se cprci is 

.“to© 'Sfc . | ^ ..v . t*0 

net-o axs p pel pi yn 

. 'o vxs tees y\ 


•rte nto Mlt ‘1 [SI r x 

cp ijl pc*? f fwb * 1 rt pi = tc c w 
o» 6 ini.TTx- n mi t» t* e> ifli itor- to 
*toe«*1> 1 rfp* toto m| 1*1 iij r 4“k 
vat taMiist nnr rmw port m t 

rNRe PT? IMi ? sms Ip* Mm >1 ft. <* 

irt* sn r*rr r*» jr? p*ccii» to ■** si* *s a* 

: Vw <»i r« 8 fto r* 

•nrr ermrc* 1 ^ ■ej.-iry avA•v/rrre *’ t 

rett'r: -nit 73*3 737 .irjw *>p in 


W rwyb o-rm .-*13 Vr' r* -cb" * n 
ncr onpci e^t ins |"po ,*wj 
iet»err*'j^o n 51 tvena nrr nap nnjio 
omc .istnB •cjr npy iS -ck ck • 
W/~\i me ora iru *j*^e p *71 
mj "I *a: nrj ttm rr^vi try .-rryi 

V3/ enp e e 

'D reyi Sr c ru SrjyqSap trw typ 
; cptso a o? .rri- tret: cT*n 7 C 1 »tff~ 

trm mi m Snn: S-cwt uo pw • X 

nrfmrren rm art ins \xx "wee 
T m ur ty w r^cA yiCKi 


;n^f TOO-. TCT Irno 
XOT rtfnS or-;: r*cr ;*s 
StM Htt 17 : xti So oScu 
to 071 eto« *s pis 
pc E ; re ocp c nrs 

: to Cftc . i**p 
Mto . to rn x tpp 
ere? e-iito m ccs 1 
•pi pee tji f:r to e- * pect 
TX S» or; rto tor 1 
to ps rx cs t*t* ;*s ri- tjt 
'UTOTto tre rt |I*SSB 1 TO* 
1 xe* TMo an o eton 
ni a fni 4 to trm m 
ocs roa src« rt x*. *ism 
to!! *to6 Pi so* “TO rare 
ai pad r*yi mre tox 
tonet tox *r rin to* to.': 
to os port to tro:: iit-t* 
to to ytO •! to VTO 
S*cij tftecas K>t •» jr»fc 
iro- sen **s *ocri (s*sr ps 
Xtoj TC'Ci rto *n rrccs 
to . -ibm ) : (rt «p *« 
i» Sees r» v in*: •«! 

'sn i iffio ppws 

stc* fir xsa.to to 

. fo n«itn m: -h 1 : eyr* 
■V p-*rpT Sear popSc ftst 


•■n ^ifirc cp arra ixnc vs vvx 
S73 <tt tcxW J m 3 erren aSps “jjpen 
a» = i jj jwn •vsrv'vpai-pthUxsrnprrn nWranpO/jnd 
pripni toSKr’atopixiotoTfB-apivnsjix^triitrpr. ** •*■ *•*•»• 


ptlPl ns 


** ^ 

Mie n mre 

M** 

me lon 
9 094 W* 
f M COT 

He f mi l«« 
3*1 g Wt* BC 

* 

i*-*r>rt K 1 • 


tpr. ffrnpa 

ICf V* |B MKf » 
p r« » 

^ Pn »ii 

po f r> v «»4 r* ^ 
=^B? nr**M*« 
-pa ecs n wai 

awa rw* 
ta art avtff 
uNlra« an 

♦»"»«« 

it on » r W 

•* <0 c; an «4 
inaci a 6 tipo« 
wtf arn'M' 
tt c«a^terra r^ 
T9 *9 -*o ra*> 
it kik a e’jrr 
44*KBnii <** r 
aajsai 


n hm 
k _ ntea 

frw ^*oa l» ttb 
!•*•♦ tats* xr Is 
a4«r m 4 men as 
r*» n !« m 
*» ts» i» r» 



11*1 fip^armnc toy‘i 3 pc 3 

1 * 1 ■ 


rtth IT 


stoo »» ft 1 bpc to H> Ml *ft# !)» »m Hast rcui-nCs Sapflwi a i m n n 
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t Eftfl o |tt v sro tofir *w nrm nt 7 > pw to fi sn X otto cf Joe «e 1=5 » ret 11 itriisteat t »*vt * to 

me!«toetoi6l“»to»i ns.to tote»» »»it toyy » t ms t M^nn.-nr euMe t xt^i n.^M C 
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Sfuilcfian Amcfi 


Yoreh Deya 

with commentaries 


1. Shulchan Aruch - R.Yosef Karo (Beit tfsef) (see 5330X1570) 

2. Hagahot of the Ramo (A ph) (see 533o\i57o) 

3. Taz (see 5406X1646) 

4. Shach (see 5406X1646) 

5. Ba'er Heitev (see 5483X1723) 

6. Gra (see 5558 \i 797 ) 

7. Pitchei Teshuva (see 5616X1856) 
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>T£T .TO 


m v r» « . *•*» 


m u *re n in 
n **t« 

n» 11 


• tt* •* •* *r 


it hi m m n m 


pmumm rr?“isn ok 

VVJU = So ft© hr:: ;tt qnco tow oc 

: >-16 rac TBpr « rrrc tth ieo* Mb fw **© 


ppraiy/it 


_ _ --- , -.---. ob 6 to (,-v) xtM 

wti c rt\ r s ny u nrc si» .to- to n rtn mi “* r i r -j c 'tea yl in o ena pit roc m a io 

crrc r~ tr* mb (« in i: o~o errs® « O' «ro r» (ui 1 > tap tm r» »*» rjwtoii 

•)rcni*Tit in»Koroti«cn= wrt ~tb - tn rx <crro to no nuiwo m T» flee. to p 


7 -t 1!“! *?" 

(lJJWgS 

► .m-c .-?» 1 



rc^r-i nai I T r y'S , (13 nS 
“■" »cTo.fiv p»® . ~m 
rw srp |ta rmn rem an on 
cut .*t» (u> » cs Sts'. itr tone 
1 IT CTM ITT (M 

'.fne fni'jrrtfis .-wr re -w> -err ■ (u 1 &> 
V> TT ,*TTT T.TI ITT rt TOT NT "CfSl 
Vs» > <r)(B pteo I > m r y a tt r~*: • jf*Ti Bp. 
nvre |» itotp or -> r»TB r»m ,■* XU a> 
'»e »' mn bit .-re* Jfnm .nin e m '3fto» 
1 •ev> *CT» KT uro .tkv» 
*/0\'H«(!)<»ri« « it* ■*(ij|B> mi 
"l 

» r »«« «■ 

"■ rro =1 Me JTT r»l tt- 

. (— 1 t~t | . eta tro tea & pf* ti a. 

enro n*» *w r» it tut r* p-pri pi 
cert pbi sera; oninnm ss ir> penoi 
rTrt mb* sms .Vtj (■** arv rmr rn T-ywi > m 

T*pirt e*» '33 tit • <■ ito nro -is TM 11 
•to * p vpb nt «t: Sir mr |n| 31*9 
=■*=*■ Mi my a ctrs np -.133 ersv. 
1133 tTr.ml (iiarnnirr, (n> : (t»i <n 
pc 1*3 xra; a—z -rtpm er»-c —nw s—u 
rw i'p o > 1 .t ** tn •* -t<8 -cti NTT «t» 'Sis 

N^P 1 “OTItt 33 ■» -SltoTS? rNC W^T»ai > 

rtvrv (Sj -sw t pi r im~ v» yanniaw' 
: (s. fa 'tci at* paj rty ~rr tar S« t«i «ee 
rp-.-o btw S3* S» .-cSt pi* 3 frtp rr, (j 3 
or rrrev ns »(.1 .*9*n .-mum t»- > (i 


Hi* *1 ^tt* |a g 

S* pM C. C ■ 


■W <N* 01*1 IH* 

w •** «• 

n »'*«i thi r 1 * 

■ » r..-w. m m n 

WM in *»• nfif 


(wKiaien 


,-CCr rc-rrr v -wxi-»»si r» 

-t vrerttrr ■ rp a^eo: to 
!*D rci^fj rrrfl flT 1 qi TTfO 

8* cc n v rw t p 
crWi t> rt p »3 
• tUC U U 4l£ 0 4 Of! "It 
•j 9-^tt fti C* ~r re erx zA 7 

■ere Tf> efi t ■ rfi enper oft 

cere rt rtcr» . *x> rtTrc 

cneftj g-rro tt rt erpre pnrrt 
rcei Ha rtess cr txrvccn 
&C tt nrtn p- 7 « crcrt i y * ci 

ccxafri ntentt cr 
ton rr 7 C-pc: <*C cnerr 
t> n> r» n refc jcnco 
C^r> rtn? cT pnro CM "Crto 
CO« ptt C“pra ttc "nT cwn 
tt po«?> ftw sr»frt» ®r 
cm c*tt ri» ro 
ft cc? ctfc r* ccrrr 
o ftt! -tsv m ire 
fc* crpro crwift oc’.ci 
it trtrt! ors; qtt craft: VTD 
rett rtw ftnr toe ftrt o ‘|iu 
prfn <fn« c**e oft froo rrt 
terr ron 7V~t ftr carto 
)Tn iTa nl rrn ren esp 
*^•1 X9 rir van rem r«c 
etj© fre pvr tt» ri pyv 
rft -w pc» rrp "w sto 
r*fr tj ttm ra c: yv 
tttr r»rt *rc» raft: orft? 
ft gtt 0*7 7"0 J "[TO 

b refi -err: |~n rrm^t ctcrt Vffo trtt tes ora <6 

T? r&b tsw yr> m rrc ro rti fi trr rn 
tec nerv* tre rro ©re tt cr nr op t«i ftcc 
if nerve ax fre it rate t wia rrre *rt fee to 
x-3 7T cr» retpo t-sl It orpfo tte t» tree 
T®PP X tccc OTfti *«3tM ftnepcetrft srtx 
•ti rw tic “cci refi efo “!• fv ffttr eti cr»^> 

«« r*o V P»v so r» etc v'.v> rtntttrx rtt> ttofi 
T’ti Tftrg fero 9 *> co tt: tetirtci efo tre rtcco 
fVttd twcrit no rtrffra oft L^tti >*i s **5 tt cTncc 
-ittt rc<o ttr <ci ^ic© nero k x* nr rote ri -« 

*** .-rtti tti rnro wrt etm n» r^*> tt c* ett ttre rco 
•w -rtirtix Ytvo efr “jcy «rrt ftwrutj rrcT frj 
!rt> ■acsn^tiTKveritrfttjertrttftrt rot *w 
tw tren rxj ftl rt tt ►: (CH> itt X fceo jftrra w 
po op ctctt kr 3co p*c tr torn xc cys ftc tae.i tt 
**><!:* ftnc sc* asi -v! pw yd n**i x Bro 3 mt-p 8 sn(rp<Sfo w pb«xc4 Si to sro 
f**rn -ci r*prr -c Coen rscr rce f« rt r*i w ep *ws (ztt «ti *rs te® To n^ci ere tic TCtto 

: rrnpi tn r>cn tett 

ttett w cry rtrtobt w rme rre p>trtc tt tt3 cct *ir© raoc to vOttik ?r» act erre art i B 7 
-w roo M ten cr». tc^r «j rv ric aann ex* ko mm free enrj ttonapi trt 
srtc-ae t; vccco Ttptttrt -*ft nxc ftp rrr rct6 jtttt -to cm cnee req? pc -fr g-ec6 pgr yv i 

s-attconcryu enoittftvVi no ro rTma trii trx ctnoiortJDto o^rtttrx cnm6 otm : pc cox res 
rmpn «tt* t ir> et tr#c rn t: n? yy> oas itettott t> jn -nx eo Worret 

ttit wiJXtftftttrtfttcpxm ttrtipce r-» crwi rro reXr xeitt ttciw tt? rt Tttt >c*tn*»» 
crle -rv fere tt e*t pm fj.ttrw: b ttttci fero fc "arc ri tto 7 .t*© fc xxre e»* w fci x 
® wt rp x? w . cm«> wxrttcttMteeeitcTCTiirtclw) .*yfc© fto- wr» r» tt rntt >« err 
tor ttn fcr> fcor cue Ye eort jttc woe *i o*i rft t»«o rrcax ro ve « Ar c-ro Pen ttx oreerry 
xmiir vie rt* ttettps prfmtte o «ctif«*i -refero fc cmfceti Soteoos *w c*x now rrt r«p?o r 
ittft trt erco rx w rtti \» fee ate itt ft« fcx> m <JP retro "Tt rtt etc trr. -xx> fcas eerr aft trpft 
!**■ ftsc rrrrtt wcrooraci ro(«i "p -ttcen rty tt tetett m 3ra? tr tti ttt tttm or fcrtx'crrti Tie tn 

2Ln*« rtwtfc *• >• * rro?2 ^SPoflFBn^^^^n^arttSSnSW-m 

^■* ^** ^* » arcai -^JK* rnat +m r». R«4o O «**rr rt .jeo fj >i rtr «fc rt wr* r> >>• t-*» 

““**■ * *■ “* nn • (K :n lu «r-o* s?0 n=* ■ort® r» Or rro x*. rx 

n eft T . ff ftft tt lie r 

ftrri c^«ft< rtrr etart trx e» ret cp e*o tic eft m ct 
j*j reTTX irr •»** o n*p fc e^»ft «r» #■ « p *»» f rt 
off ft efti.r-i-s .e-r n»r»* r*« ro*c irft rc»eo« rrft> 
TOO ftt r tee n«e r te pxi perge r— ary* eao »u» 

jfl-.wweS'Awt.*.. - ..in, 

’tlfl »*i "m M pnu r* ns* It li «• K W f>| 


treen .xor cor 1 
ovrs loo tta te txc Cm 
trCpOtltt tto afrtrtrrtcm 
ewoft rpftoft (uH*t *=r*o 
tr fo.ttftorpirttt taro 
ice fe b© fero ©nfc» et srr 
ttaarto v> tio? crvn> tteno 
en n -ko into xci 
jea cnirfl rt© (iu):ra© 
one© tt ontt oft! uor© 
T©rto ta xnftj tt win ifio 
itr ^occn m Tt "or© ttoi 
f©i©© m p ertr poo t* no 

XrtO © Cite t3ft 0T\ m 
5e« e*s T< fftft (Hi) p *7* BfcCP sTC X ?f*0 OH) 

©e* mtt npnn np crjro tt© 
*t*«o ©j | x t- p i fco *n 

xccrcn -ro^ti art cat© 
"** prv crxc rc«© me oft 
;xtt?R ttnro 
rrwrxcrrtt © a P(iiiD? 
rrtt toe err: u yj 
CC TOP X ry *© T© -Toco 
enr ir tb© x ra in fc jtn 
o r v ? p *r w» r* woi 

'Tptt ©ftxjn -peep rm 
CM "PM w po p© rtt wo 
i» V> fw reerf© (a) : enj 
rtm ft© i*t r cx> con 
qt mo ti pp tno) rv tC 
©rt ©-to Pn yptro rpe 
ftcar: arm tv tse prft wipe 
ftfc teritrefi rr fxrtti Caftfc 
•rtpa yp fdecr gfcei f iv c n gi sre oft n*r ex fcfr^o tic w 
0 * 30 ? or-tt*© •ooo ixrt (w ftfc ftp’s mtt p ttrt ftrwn 
R'J ft» p sets fcigro tsc rno ftr pur tt rtc pci 
tee rts-n !: ftro rtn aca f*?i ©ra ftre ter jr» rtp TB 
wry art# fcfco ttc w =©-&r m ,xc tt rti rfc ivms 
rwrsroi •yxxcst xi ttft crpco ©rotti mi fcy tto 
© ir©pp> -me 'rttt retpo wfti to fc r err: o~fc p© 
r© i=*r© 5rr ex 'tt eft n> x tore© Trcrm jro jrp 
©• w tfc fstfJ ©ttoft pi hoiw -sx a fcft r r e onpj to*i 
mi cut c"6 n© •? ft2o as® V-V* ©?© ©w ©tr cep ip 

*© Ttr )©3i itbc rtt <r mi "*ro ex ftr xfcrn xrtc 
©ip ott r*tOB ftra *t ©* to "> qrca "We t rr m©> 
tn t7?J Tti y rti ra ce r e- an ttr -p ro rtrt o 
««it» cc© 3 tt zeJ©e*i m t* qft yr©? me tCcto 
: ©■** xc© i?iv ft3 nco tt ftas ret*> P afto ©e fcft 
oftc 


l tec 


if *a ftn Mm n ei I *-1 «jr M r y e: * era* cc 

i -7# ra« tt»ft »"i rr xea ter ran ret* en rote 

• *nr* r-^mcre* nro f<»ifftrtottrtr^*ftft-xsren ft ^ 
iyx -1 c-ft^caaru tracer-* fcrtft mu > 

• t* eta rip N nr ft eo *»t orr* r -eft at* u rftro 


©ret ft© set rrt acre cl T ft* (ran reft t 
fcrtft ft wr -art rr rti xc vi cl s. r« i 





Sliulcfuin Ante ft 

Even HaEzer 

with commentaries 


1. Shulchan Aruch - R.Yosef Karo (Beit tfsef) (see 533o\i57o) 

2. Hagahot of the Ramo (tfah) (see 533o\i57o) 

3. Taz (see 5406X1646) 

4. Chelkat Mechokek (see 5400X1640) 

5. Beit Shmuel (see 5449X1689) 

6. Ba’er Heitev (see 5483X1723) 

7. Gra (see 5558 \i 797 ) 

8. Pitchei Teshuva (see 5616X1856) 
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•' ■ ***ct a tc^e© 6*i fit *« t»;i Voro fre 1 to (N) 37 eors u«»e T 

►. ^ .T-. fro 0 dere 19 at*Tiff uti &*t* vis j-*i (a) art to exxt MBtrrrt x; rmeo ir!o 

» ** “**• 'osn Trcmro* t>ctpt <j) :rr 'v j** •» tb* PO'eir exwi y» nm term trro r* «e ■>•*©* 

1 *7- t^Ta nfr®e> w rjn -r©r TCfit o& *jn P* rt p cron *x3 era Tf> or*"eic ** “* 1 **““ 

'* .«. - - — a*, op* a-wef* — enn ~c*x eny "* 2 rman 3 i 

BtnB *l Q* 13 ’J© rwra 



•■•» «i p a rm » erte TO 


jt© 3 ~t t^o r*r 
.V "^"~-Z «(WJbtai«»wr 

•a r>. -. • *,. *3 :4t4 Yte tel 0-M «TB te* 

ci,"*^' ! ‘ 5 r*r ivn^i POT fen 
7 *a -v new *r7 x*m; R.*n Jru ecu - jti 

r* n X »»1 Tjrt bt pertj emoi 

srzitcv a to *J*U 3*o eteli 

; p , u rv i "^*■ j tei roc to*y '■»*»*! rn> 

*• +*. y. v. yi vko WO "’’Jtrtw m r>sn 

»"T »”•* 0TC ,rT ***• tiKSr tM 

— -^*. » -*» •— r» ctc *n 7*^4: © axotrci rra 

£ £TiZZ+ !Z1 BTO Xtc s toe-c r.« rt«aa lj 

«to w w rrtoM >•« uui ?yt ^tve '3 "W 

r ■»* r" crt« T*TI »*«» -»t> 

x«> 3Ycr» nrco n Tno «nr. 

^77 *TT 3 J-m C-T -'T TfC 3 '.33 “a 
«*■>• »«m ‘Tme : tiren ten o©d 

aiV5? SI toTS.« ‘-AD tei yjc- aiot j inw sete »» ae* pi 

"e »eto ^ *n3C' te*wi 6 r«r« ittect n7B tt* atr ep: tehTi ten© 

?£*«w rXl/ tofa irricfrn ;-rrte Ttei L) (wp> : ctcp e«6 r* cf 'ten 
'**“• *•* JJ*•* w ^ rtepc **i >*i tre -'ttco 3 •*e^r fro viq 'TrtJ 

TZ.^TtoCTI** ate t 'v(tvt3 oj*b -tots ’I teVO crx rcc6 *-j»» 
^ ST«T7 JTVIT vs* tet te» ot Me *te rano'P ^r< rt *w ps rtir«i 
•m ^ - r— —v «— nte |f nten kc* y:c rtflte t ”r rrPno *on ite ‘W 
1 ^7i#7rto**tol T7 orccTmttm ti*o rc-nm rmor*«nu «ten) 
*r* y. A •<« •*« •—* ro -on wm ■« tt rh *« no *n eec fo rr 
£ iySATiTtoK? Vte tro oo* (PTM tefr -t*i «© «tc m oos rtpe -no 
»mrtnw«*v *t**r-n tert x^Oe^irt'^ fteotBpr* Ko saf-teaM 
— ^teryr ornteC’) ■'Bifte' 0*™ p*rz ®rt>»n 
noo rti pro ijyctcc T3 rr!» ase r^e© v no laf 
» Vn r*<* -rxei *tn* p-f>« 8 .A 3 rrr® pm rtc 
*p-r cc3 -:r -r-fi *^oi ne n* as: J"«: nte-i »a 
rfoc ihe t-u -te *-wG ;*3mo o pt e*x sro sm -3) 
at *ii rao buo T» in *rrt orac oa teT» 


mrrr erv tea *31*1 -cb cm * ■ 

_!wr<t)ero luj'vaarv h- k 

mttt ynym-o anon nay Mter^crvoriyy 
*■*? ,nrcws 3 in n ttv* -era rw?K xbt> n 
tearrr im V701J 3 T-*raru w rttirarn 
•rr'T rna op 3 M 3 **on t.'fi* ^* 3 > ir» *03 
tun© tte rrxe 

rste-c rtc rti'P yr -rr l© ( 3 ] > <>) 9 
ysrlAfna 3 ti 13) i*]cte 'to "»*a*; l *?^ 1 

wrwwrl r»H© ©intYfuTto^li# 

mbku v*>» (n© xt*w©r«nite ite 

on.-»|rt r»e {*!>*(5 "" •• !«•• M |»J OMjK^ 

snrt 70 n» im n 7 |»J (ite pc a *») te ytb 
r-n(') ' -to« (m) w mi -c«c»ae nr-c o 4 tao(r) ^ 

(art* u) rt* p as ‘ i f [*J »* r» 

PDfoo-Htfreofr’l*'*)*'** 6rc6 

; -:)ca> m (311 


*«3 m *te srPte^te te th ptmI mo rmtetetea 
VWf Tte n iy» -w •-* to 
rrifcrc*: jtt© rTte* tei Otti 
:ra *jpoc Saiyttetva nrrs 

rrv> rato sMte ’«oas> 
ottej gr* 7 is Bte teh yrt 
Tpmpsffi ctenateo )te 7 m» 
pru 3 rrog tP etc rrv ten 
trtMtt/rwop ate m te—P) 
T*w? nnrvnte tte 
-ox w rn aa 'ysvnttnm 
'r*» nig te rr|D one op© on 

Yte te 3 yp»tete*te3-tfte 

mm o nan Pa "n tearte 
rrrvrnteo r*6 teUot xon 
Brio rasa an temocen Tte 
teflb fdW S'to *TTCC- 

tee 0 fte it fer r* *vte 
ste>7pote«Bfi irv'riD iraft 
iwci so teMto (S©6 
mart': poca tj s-tn-tetejo 3 
© o*ju e“*x> orai 


_tx 



f«» x rr*o e 

T* teBD teM tO TO 'JW 

*f n 9^ y> tet» Tte rfio or© 
ten 7 T> tel teO :tr mt> *oco hit ■▼*© hi tro >7o 
n*fi teteo tei hcrjc 'xrt f 3 tea tei ra*te o tel rtbte 
raor-oiTBai^e rrsastete iwiomrP ter? 
arretteMi tetefl oteovi tetew wOitect ote » 
.’otei OO ijr p -9TB <0(o *na3:jrt rratmo r=cc a te 
tei r**3«:'c« xrt vt an ace* trreoete teaVoeei tete tei 
ttei m i .rrateN ©3?> mo ufi tei ate teM Ofifl6 
"o*B *%n mb oral Yte in du motet 1 . rmiYo no 
•rte . en» p fcoas 0 rr r pwimo-poocd - • 

"W VI pwofrto rn rdseote tsce rn mate rteti O 
ote rrt tec pi rr it t*** Pitcw to bi te . oki to 
ywA ■'to esti sc te» »Tit# rm rl© teto nre *• 
tteo M3 tea y* m; m3 nil ceu -ai rta r*6» 
; n Tte ir> in rt© pea cc n ' j ra a i *r'o to *r ttea 
w k trj ooptec Pi *te M(iftei • ire tr: •© Vtite 0 


3 13 ^^ pitei tomb f* *>o©Tt 6 orac ©a ton rrt *o rr teiro || 

V** ^ , — _. * m 1-- w tow •— *v» mm w tun no* mm *v «• «—« ■* •» ■— >«— 

toto «■«••! . ~m ~m V— > 4 . to-toh»HiM»irtototoWiP- "«to rtoto «* l?V« 

y ,- 4 m n * t*btto 1— to ir itot* top nn •«• w «■§ i« at *m —• «« 1 ■•• to— rm t»n {w»^t »• - t* -• • "• *• * '*• ** 


to - - -1 ^ ito* v T 16 %mM r» rr- •» *x -* n» '~*T» r T^— 1 .uTT. 

toto EtoD «r< Ki to» 1»tor« •— K> toK> f—Xi^to —•» >— M r— tnrton •»• "r* — *— "» Mt ^ .. * " 

< *■■ •_ t,i r mi wto tvw< 1 it« Mg k >• m tna —to rto pto— a an nk to 1— —• — *■ • 9 ) * •"* •• * •• J r • ™ “ " 

IT:T^ — -.-V. 

towl 

»n« » .TZm « 7 'i—'» TtoT6 >to* /V. «- -to 


• vr% fi) Tte . rte X rOi r*i mm* ft m% *i©*»niT ©r 
run rvttm mTO Troeryv m p© rancror m rmr tr* 


■* n Hto«l nan n |i| «tte totor* to tTiii wmii ©« M t 

■ vtoiiMM aramitoiftopitonitomn'toitoprlin 

1 C 

Mitintr. tnriOnwTiartrNrten.nli] A 


1 tec <10 n te tote r» eetoi Wn «mnro-tof 
n to*# mm «p r** r * nte © ne 'ten (to m ro 
; (rte te te m» Men m) >*» 




—to rto. —»i ton OMBtrmnnivor 

tot nnnn tel » *tei m m ■*« ■ 


f ?«nt rn h—■ 

n* M M -Hi M M >t 1 
a* ’ " ■■i*ii Ms to to tote lto*« toto nxi—1* hrie "ton— •• #*• »•« 
» *— *m Mi* m 6 nn mh woiMito rm nr»-tom* n m* 

rPINI*# rtor -«■«* to* — Oto * "toto ri»» « totor ■«• torn m to— r—to 
r—» M*)toBMi«toterto»M«to>n*Mntoto> ter« 
> r r» v—to r» to «» — w« rn *• ■— — »—• —• - — .**—« te la 


ef thfin r» rtni tei Tte . «i (i| .OO rr ©nn 
nn ton? *jn r*n porr/© m *>te rt* tte to rto 
ch. m |ij: rte - •• rtete*te» Wtotetonm 

n*o 

toto. tot m raw »— I »— tom lto^rto-« 

•Ira* terar rm.—• « * m« »• •ter 

»toto rate iMBi-f n jn^mm — *— — •* — »«•_ ■■ - •—» 

nri r n< m te >h m to m • m n cour t tei t*e n >uo — 

—c T »n a tor *»• •- —• ■*• —I te te 
itemilcvitoMito'to- r- |«m*a > «• •>-«! 

to-*. Mra •— • r* «an a— •— ran *te — ••».- •—• "te teai* 



m __ 


©■■tor—an^tetofiiM* ran —•• ritoto ra i—a^k 


• m«tOBi J 


©lot**“»trfc Mer f-n ©stHtwte *>m *tei 7-c* N 

atetetei p» a©4 n t IH )«• tef m •« te in re ter: r» cm 
Ob itm 1*3 rac©)a tei onrr *mi ■ to te ym> -wi o VP 

ninKte t rar«(*trr>»w rwteten lo pn t* anna mnoi re 
mlm m r mm m *ra r« B tea Ritin ten rr pe tlr 
re«te term te© roe obi tea* e* te i©» nt Mdeetewn 
he tarn Bor *tei a ie nci tm te xi o*r » " rr ir m *ei ceo rte *a»m 
mi n> m rTtee m eB *«« te n< nei pi te H te Mm »©■««• 

*3 m m In m oeB ca t: te t< vtrae to te| xc*>tn ter* 
ire ir* rn 1 m*c rmr M te m te»r te mm* re* mi n ten 
te m ©te* mi |Mr Ms an tea ■<*st tram itei te te oteftim rte sot? 
te©rn? Mi ire IrcB rare-tern Mf W Ottei ne Vte P*« te 
ten neetetfi n*m «mb ne* Bi n km irx ra tei oor te 
rrtwter nrnte «rhn *» rA *tee bm ir» ft "r• rti er# 
rwn teitu tit re* *a mm r* te* n onr tei n r v m*t m 

•D m T3 r :t ffrtrto! rt-mm tei* Mr* r* tea M M- OTW m 
p»te ftentel i»iB#»kH»te'tir«a«Bte»rKst3i.«tetfei 
ro mteo y : rra c i xra a* r© r*^» an ter* wrt W te te te 

if rami r» ••» m* reiitimiotte iririptei 

*--—* --*- - *-- Vwe tee ee 


nrnp toetet- te toto. -to« »— (teem n *— n ra P ]na ro» 30 
toto. |ra*| I><ito*p *m Me roe o to — *• U — rto l >4 •—1 

/rai m*ararara»Mera»rii mBb *m m tooiw —eeatem 

taieirtutumtB>!§©» 1 ©mmn 1+ 1— 0Q ^*e 

■3 *oa-» m re T* #0*1*0 ter nrrto rason or anr* ate* 
mroptewtertok r» »»© *•» Jni sn tete ate B* fcn 


7 

6 

8 

10 


(teynmer* r*5e*r*Bitr»r»Bn*5M p* et 
Itnnitr late rmm © w» m ee roe r-n 


■3 *0 oe cb err t te c 


te r» tern f» M 
rai fte 'em tnmt ms act *2* mm 
n *s» nre bob Vliaa MO toe* KT tee 


1 ceft mO*rt mm ©ro oe ro©© c 
in no b© r-e m ©a toa tit# em it ran et tesrt he ter rn 
tetoP pte* M re MM nn » fie e?^» ret Jo *©ti rteMn te t teoB 
rti yn -Mf ur n-rooemeir po-b n«o» me* 
mtrroeieNii'if rr to tee ee rwB h yea fea hte* yte* tee 
BM*iBrte»t*tra6teiltein»©«Jte ho* Or etB« OrO ten 
y% otteetilBiteen © Or> «• nc* -Bi oh W wehe©#© 
Vi m ao eor ne«3 w to-eo e* *t* *e w ©■©!*>«© Hene 


te*te*te»« © * 


r roc Oti 0 te ted on B 

s cm MB otl©B»ia*o»pittr*ttt 


S tuilc fuiii / \ ruch 

Cmosmen Mismpat 

with commentaries 


1. Shulchan Aruch - R.Yosef Karo (Beit Yosef) (see 5330\i570) 

2. Hagahot of the Ramo (Mappah) (see 533o\i57o) 

4. Sma (see 5374 \i 6 i 4 ) 

5. Shach (see 54 o6\i646) 

6. Ba'er Heitev (see 5483\i723) 

9. Ketzot HaChoshen (see 5488^788) 

10. Netivot HaMishpat (see 5569 \i8c>9) 
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mrra imao 


H22 p*TS psm&n nob 


nir sjssi Hu v *1*19 **u erm -acb tn ytt e*) w sa uhee 
in'rajeora mums ica a»5’roi;pin n «rmexmmnwi 
*Be-att ^njirr) eraat w too n it«» sic oocoi *r? -»1 «-* • *o a*- 
: >*p» no 1 * to* ib*j tj hr? 4 yr'i 

Yts 'o ton*! him M Pi -sftfi Mw 'c -jS fwfrt tt 4t o'-® n tn 

M6 vr "c t o r~c M 4 *r tei Mi uo nreri 4 no We m ' 

4 pr M t i i*k 4 4 tu Fit: ip pc* r 4 puitn pre 1*01 ftrP 
X V Mtb t ,r» ,-i Tsftp Fr* «coi ‘ctotPS V Fjuo fr-a it 
S*» ‘o top yi't tm i Ml"! rtoo : pn tors ip 4 pw it 
toprFrji octFc toiFe-P yn (op resoPo fC 1 'endoJic-S to 
ft nfco uPa te pi loe m hr Se fe*P jbioa or Fim m *» 
n [4 rteloi » upnp3 pin ppt e* odPtc Mo pfeps-41 out 
Fr oj it am •» spp 1 c oeuj pFo !rtc us Fro si 4 sxn nfe 
: p'n> t Mi 1 n* nPis oimn Tr pit Fr psw erto irt 
M Fsei ‘c loos i”i! r*> M* up msi 'c purl (hwi pis j-p 
Fm tcel Ste stcr eP orPj sip ra t rtc ‘o loro .* B nr 
in 4 X"c 4 P -teii fttoSitc-p* 1: te 4 pes tops IP rtowsn 
it ip Inc 4 ere nhrt Irct oa tct p: c ss 1 W toei •» am 
: ypn me**« irrt tk ns wet wu nip ww *txj rare 
Pte’tis pPi tt» pn tie oP pn ps to to V"te FrlP ffip 
■fTss-rPi toei tom ter tot.it ouFteiic mtets repel I'm 
“ep P s 4 : 4 n 4 rMe cm pPo r-n cis x M Pi id I'd Pen ten 
n 4 ss !*? atotoPiito' toss us mm rsP Tsr M‘ePi rpptvts ue 
crP ]Pi pcs isx 4 r ntl> firs tne) mu peeeftl tisSPi tits 
•mallter net! one >sc p tois ton^ms sr-i to cn ip rx 
: jPci IS: fits P 4 r fo [p «w tp trtn rss re P mstl t Pits 
floras Pm tot sx Prase rise Pee Pen Wn ‘o tre topi n~o 
(k 4 ci pc ibtI per sto Pw sir todr irh stoPi rt* 'c sxc cos 
Pee Pen toei el Pep H to IP r-s’P Men PP at w Px sm 
ns Pse si P» si i» ton nsi us tip t-ei Psm Psi -sPs mse 
irttei Ptee Pcei xxlila'l Pisor .PKwrttipiPm ton si 
tret X rsp3to;<iecMrP “irns ap’rrPrelm Pste Pie ( 4 P tee 
nssiesi 1*33 OJ to.ictrr riftti prxr pc res rc PI tos 
rei pceaPi "i* eP siJ ml ttcSP Pit Pe Peer Pnis Pr ,iesi3 

M i tn Y»q, • --r*S pcppi ml jrta onm rmsm 

pert msec si r ‘o m go x Ptsti Hfi X 1*»1 

ixPlPtoesiii h/H rpp>[lrrti“tx <pe<t cPi isirtons 
: Vp Hi Ti i ‘ts tb Ps s*Pi mpo tojp Poe 

"s iPr tot Iw e si rw x Pile! -pe rtos i rp 

p ‘rim cci am ppi st ero os Pe pi etosi 1 

ps TPspxjitoteePifcKisPaesmtictotxsp rsusppts 
■x ils axis Xs 2*g :>Tr Ps*u fas ns x jBosi sw p pus 


i iPei isr iS psn rets ppi s'sPi x ncx t otp 6sn! 
I i -aP Pse c ter nxt toCSl tex iw po rt X se sto 


eel esr i 

os red « UP Pse c Iswe met sessi tex nsr po rt 1 
Pie urx ops rip orei xrrsr rp ipae ns *r*: : yjirrm 41 
reisPle rrsr mt Tti me Ax ta> rfa rlPsorecx xsci l*x x 
ijrsPamPoeMXFXPtxPtP mo : [Ss psi old :m mx tie irp 
set ^ic Pen xpjn mu pnm ips s'Vi sas h* l"to X MP ipt rp 
sXPcc r 4 sYi xep PsP nti 1 x 1 sect to icsoP crpi p rex jetei 
eP r 4 jPi 1 x 1 onto rm ten m oet ajpsP xs ii pep® ml pexi 
Psm Psr itPp icti less ijx me eu 'to IsP too tsib PP *toes 
Pete Pe itot X Past t"m n itp PI ncio mse ns tfr i: Vp* i>c 
rrsss 4 •» id !sw Xc ,-xs opt uPpx c 4 ^toe nc 4 ei mstf i*ai 
Jpn m r s m rsx Pxx ism rs-siP xs xt 4 sYi PIP |Prr x] (Pet! 
Pa rsePHset reSeP ixei etc X tmps IsP FT* urs axes x o* ll 
: >7" ' 5 nx-sx os sin epr otse fs i 
»Sn late ns SwaPatt sxii x Pra Pass x n ny i rp era 

vr* ocn yrre jr* or)« *\ji w en« t» pa inft c*ra ir£* 1 

p ft 33 e* jW wj rcu fo ren cr!Of*i api anilipi ^ iJ®> *in trth Tjsi 
tp o tor 9C ♦ yftr rs i« k «ttb fttj pe * *o fep ftrio *n> fteo 
xtaj -'p : «) (5«) M T3»> rP rx* oft * *J«i 5 r ftic -to •)« p« 

.*ev vti rfiP Ti c*«o tbs 5cse rcr? ftT 1 * ft» , »fee >*ft p» ?cs 
rrsii pas rn*s ^r wen p# asm ?rs *3^3 dji Vap s» ?Ja iaft pi* acr= 
ft/n )*fip f-n J*ft? ttw« 3 p?B3 ftpn lUi'unft pra cj try w ciip) rft 
*w ypo re r^* n«» ra p rx* 1 ft*pC3 WT3 tuts p? tttj ryi to«e» rt*i 
c 6 i ftjfti »■) toff B*n xco ««n rs iJpr Jf» pxn tsu* y* Txn /as* 
cxt> ‘mfrii errt tsscee bt *ai vxn -rno te! fo^n ocn “o tor* 
T>»* ot*» *3 J'K* » arTn tT p oc fo-Si rs i» » *rh pra tap Jcci 

ftS yto rtiO Ml6 *m pn s» j rfru • *o n ?» im : f/T *u» >ipe as 
ojpc ns© r*r ito taft on fta<® jijo tW- ft* c.-o n» ©yto ept cift n» o*rs 
I«^ i«ta m ora fD p Mp /ft * Si errs? see **wi Tie ord nes 
d*3to mo tad 'ui sno (tto 7ns p uao e>e poftlo p^jp3 sj p t/p pare 
f*o crjrc rpso o |W ar^ m to /ft •< iciS rtre) p ftftft o^s Se oaui 
r«o> p ft*» r*n© fm3 a*3x rtt free rto rtx Sp eftepe i/» rrr o-nc 
/toftta itaiftUTJpa -oi rtj irp«e. t*c nrpr *neoft>OK:/pi 0*333 
rpnopn c*ro trrro po *^{n trOu*» fun rnree ^Ssosftr cue So ftift 
t rtsi Paco tt /ij Ti j/nco Tfa aptaa vw p* >s tar nto paiw S» 
sftfteiwp'frt oujji pSt» Sc ct» m»ta ort reaeS'« m>b' 1 rt 
p lS»S rP «r ft> ere «ta r «a jcr 'ui p*e wfn j«i j»joo ii »•» •©» 
u*333 poi xrci *c one x vrsi M 3 .ttc sfr ^ jc«?) nrco Sft /ft 3^1 mi 
•Taro 330 pacR ms fro 3 * 3 Co *3 « 3 -P moe pc +jto p trpns ps yrr oft 
T*j«r frj^i 0 ran rtta P #on ftta ps pec p p o-pn K> pn rej*; rfr 
p re *af» e 3 ’rci: j*n pss ym jn* tjc *j >t '» 3 i pin rtta ppas 
Sjft oto 7^ p ift rS ro ftbe eb c **3 p *trrr \r p* to: -a vets ?rSc 3 ci 'w 
ftcrtTfc tm -n Tee ’2fn : y> e *«3 p o 7 »tS rfr « e*» Ta **• e ro n» 
7**S" *o rp) wrS w* atop - 3 j or? X 3 i fro po woe x*r p fttn 
; See se po snrs u* m* t» ftjhs ps ystuc ta ric ft-src 'XC : ee otma 
«cto ftrso »*So? Tflcta *re erert tj ?yjm j/»3 *^r» *o x/ma TfOTtW 

C irSer ftta pSna or* Pta» taj rota) ta Sc cf 3*« rol ta re* w c*e *o 
iroSo b Se rt*w» see e> ftes? trr» cm p Nretan fteftn So 


«r-p» ■rv' «p~i r?j tu •rtr~ m 
tym repu ’irp h«< ^ •• 
<yi «r;r nVi ‘ei □ n«* r* ea ■ 
(rr* p*n hit -m e» ft . 1 
m r**i nr mr® «n b^it p 
TT* X»> TJt ■ *1TO ‘W 

“Oi mr^r *+ r-* »rr «or» 
mr= ;r sr-r T »*x P-r *fra r 
r; x st» .*tb «r t «rs 
• m *ao fp* wn «7» y* 7> XT 
np ^TJ *o* n htt» en -ft 
re rr -c* :t;m p* ^ yu g 


neftr »ncan 


D^rc 

n*p ses . ‘oi a vn^ r* tu *ei *w arc 
«1 *nyi rrc ST® 3 *>*V 

r urj v* ip* rree m «1 tji ni «T» mo 
i :rpe» mm « 3 P nrr mo PS 2*17 : /P 
•ytt B*-/ f *n reft pr irmw -v^kj Tpan 
ar»' «n -wp P» •rjfr rp *»T *n p rrpi 
'pofr nm xjt n ftr en rs* oft *»m m 
«i nb w* mi tt-jx >ri -rs* iV« wr tft ym 
Too p*to m mr^ti trm im frw pr vpr* reesr -an ur ft*^ tb X m i»*» to row *T«> ftn r?««r -or 

e «r» ptj xi CS* : ft^i \rro** an i-** *n rm -tt m t* Vo* nr X rm rtP /»•»* pe ,r * f* m 

r# ire p t:t rw a Xr eri ytj an ftb m f j ^p r» I'O^T ©•* R*jen rw rrwrp ptj pr *'3^ neo *an» . ‘oi ^p-j er 
h no p*m rr'n cx xt« r-r» e «*• Ktx rrs x ww* re rr*isi«ie^T3»'e , *^brie^ftt pbao ptjt m 


Ah 3P3 »*ttn fre >r tats t> s-e mo to. mn) n 37fo pj K“V H 
: W3*o-esrrecor* >c rero ^S-*f »33T*t4hpse> m?^!l res fro* * 

jfr o p 3*ci t*b *o «3 arJ re PbfrS *c ws •* ttbS »3*fr ft:D w>p mj 
nf ta» I** re w ra fro rw ta» r*» rcreS ro np tbt #«»» rr osto- 
: tats "O T “ * “* 

texts 

•p Me e arpa^rt ; 


» -rro tas -o to ro CV* re** rw 

wois *3 ks pe**3K> per •*-e*oj jnj-an in i rn 

2*y frTta y» -o On e* ex*J *o pe* X* 1 


•rWft rr •» TXwex vir nr*4 . a 
t*eo *m it n«ft «rri XT* * 
rm wt nip* ••jrvf xx" 
en br «rr *e '•me pwr m 
nrjr m uv* ftp* pi' o' r* «h 
'ys <V^*» mc3 *ij T *ir 
- r** V-, * ••* rr ao 

•arm XT*" , ®ftf frpftr «»P 3 

•»r tt» m «m tj 7 

■rift r *jr_ e *>• npr *-» 
•ie i*r p«* -rs ** r*r ere ns 
: peel *• vs* x*3 'rrt- r ctgs r 


■ m pip K 7 n *n 

n vna b 


Pr tT rr m «ti r-sjs 
pr «r- pjr rprj -n 
rp*«l “w* r»P *» are -npa « 
r*j ire rre nr ut IT me 
re ‘ip tfr* rn*jfes -r*y T*»' ^ . 
bo f r ' tr c it a ftfft' . er* tr 
"ft* res to orr* '«* *»e 
•Yeo 7^3 *e w «m -mi «** res 

rers r*; rw eoft *ci pjp»r 


•e mx o*3»i m r*te pro iu‘n rrrm ntm rrae «m rripm rm pre mao m m t*> 'o* oftr a 
r oft pm Te bt % m *rr< *» rrm bw ^*m im w -x^r «sx< V *n nr rro rm 
w* m re* irr m» ve t rrrr we *rxp m rT= a^j epe «rr we oft mj-r a« ri" fte m -em itp top mm 
pr rat b rm ■ » me u min -nrfti mm efteo m» ti XT° wr x*T ftw *m • mr U rm -upr xxft im m 
» Ppnj ir*f las rrft Tpi cm '*i iffn |U3 -re 171 , -ftw fr nrm ire .TPt : Yp• rm «x be ere VI't an m»n ftp rm 
•B rr rsj art a* re ee rr ei r;r-~ t —w •our O' eo t» arS r» r: x c |mr) re b ry rn •» nrm • eft Vo- 
re *oop* s m t» tj resrs i3» *w »rp* rs ob m ,T1 r rm -era n*ft I’rXi ” e-pi rrri fin Tm n njpea rr 
•rm fty> «vn prop es* ‘O' x?" er «ee pr br nr *b ‘e* XT* ” !S » ® 'em fr*” mr er lormftT *n: 
acp las .ee ■" ft tr P rea me tbef* oti r«s taa run bro r ft pop p»v T» rm . *pt am xn e «r i*e TK3 m-n 
vensp rr ftb m p—j yp- rb -»n trr m rm= «b m o* *oir 'em eapa iftiie u* m*» me -ftfe* rijft rm rear 
•Sr im -pj rfti yen r,r> ftr bi -jets «• njnft m »afr» ty W r»-ap m *e» yoa * 3 * JT 1 - bn rn itu *» rftr 

_ep eftpe* m*a xrve ft*- rftr no wpj r'ee *rft w u» txP ear efft r* mm v-m -gi* an r fta te earn ft*ft 

■ s'Trift tern wpn pi nmj . *e* me -jr ub ]r m nr pm pa ar am ear Tor oa* aeet iao T r ee ft*r> rwfrr ,xn 2*V 
be ay -* m rff*i> e-ea "X pftT fter >man ei t me |on r»a -jo pro rm pie ’•Ji m ere -pi me am mo 

-*•- ‘ * --* *-*— i *n ,ep me am no pro rm er rm unpr* m br 

n ,-ri: B-pa e-eft 


i irft r 


er s' rijiPfep pra r 
•re IT wr ttn rm *—• e -pi 
r*e w •«!*• r^<n r,- in tra i 
T*-ftftPxPi 'oirrftm: 
' mo w*e r*ar mrerois rb 
: tap era ;ae w re 
iw «re .V*a tfF 1 ^ ~up» •*£ 
aft* TJ 3 * 3 ? ; ftpft mm 
•ft* awYr ---* *— 


era *mb op: -u i- rrt rw T*3 i ft) w».«% me » n/» • b n» pftape rm c- ere ft 
ri-ftr u rrrAp ^aft nft m i* eee eftn oema mfte oan *fn men -reft are a* usa yieft mn m oee oyq? txr tor 
-. ■«• e* w, i rxr pea einifti pn(r«|: to pro re ft-*r rap awe rre; re » arc wi --nn -arc •« *> rvn -ms 
rfe p*\yft par X B*et nftea n-re me ei rr* ftpp oft ftrm pe rbe n*3* rep frr rtr* tab lTf«i* Pr tr eerr 
> ■C*** »“*• tt r-ai ftef «T rb bp Xn exan ppft tax eft rrb ft^p *»e* M* ftpp 'Mi /• -pin Sre- n i*ftf tataiwe'e 
•are •» xPaer 1 * er i u opft* eve rn jn mi «ab pe ■* ow* *m to a-*eo wac a a *pe am vn *s^ te» i re* P rvw mp 
-i er ihb.p -i«e ppe rwm mvj »te yrrr *j-n ‘tr to m ttp ybuo *-axb r as T *3 trm? rrt eftpft bT« ^ t 
i -P3 vmn -ppux mn e namr ar r ryft on oca pro rm ar *eo rTT*n rti p» »P 3 pao* aC rocs t* r re pna am 

e- *m ypn ea ip-j 3*ri rbaft epi me am por* •»• mr rairo or -a •er* aft n pi r rba e ae" M '*'**• 

r aift ,ie T r ia l —r» aee rppe re* aen nao rm ert arft *» er*ta ytia rft me sn rerTr* tftta v *’ tan yibi 
•nr oft rn-a x * ears n a re a erm m-are oft pe* m mm orft rrft ;-c«» rfti rppv* m eti pfr b*s «w Otaft JT 
•o tap a*a » rift r-ft T|l3 : smsis - ■ • ■aprxO -e ea r*ft tan fpp qx one ar vo pro pi ba r star we ee f mrm 

<9 ft^*. e*e ron* nn nftpj er *ei x*n pe a*a 7 Tt 3 : *e* ami *e •** xjj ftb 3 ft*p 3 *n ftPa .ea «ro*n ar «> Yft» yftttao* tam 
T** *er*mi» eri* r* ^ •“-» 71ft ftb tr rft "ui een pr» 1 rrrfi ftb eft «ft» ’o’ ftpeft ^ *e T*e cpta U~er e m 

ift\x 73* osn rnre *ft w T TVft 1 TTmo* -ft»io rr tats . •*• *an rae mJ* pm* -rw* r* *or bp* sr» TJ ) *H 

““ -■- -*--- — -- .jb, mfsim 


Tr «r ft"Ui* me : xrr r*rr np 


«r*ft 01 pna prxnr tr w m»*a ryrn irvap ft>r no e pan pro 


r * was re iw npb rtc r^e a 


Commentaries 

on the earlier commentaries 

of the TahmuC 


Illustration: Later commentaries of the 
Talmud - who focused on delving into the 
commentaries of Rashi and Tosaphot - addendum 
to standard edition of the Talmud (Vilna Shas). 

1. Maharshal (see 5334 \i 573 ) 

2. Maharsha (see 5374\i6i4) 

3. Maharam (see 5376 \i6i6) 
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(A) = 
(E) = 
(G) = 

(K) = 

(L) = 



Amora 

Exilarch 

Gaon 

King 

Acharon 

I ophet 
'ueen 
ishon 


•hofet (Judges) 


s. = son of 


(T) = Tanna 
(V) = Savurai 


sss? This index gives the year as the reference, not the page. 

It is advisable to read the whole entry for the year given, because in 
some instances the reference to a specific year may relate to more than 
one occurence (and entry) in that year (see page vi). 

^r An asterisk “*”denotes that the Jewish calendar year is used on that 
listing. 

The Jewish calendar year is used until the beginning of Section TV 
(Chapter 12) “Universal Dispersion”, which begins with the year 
4800(1040. 

Subjects which appear in earlier years — in Sections I to III — as 
well as also appearing in Section TV, (e.g. Yerushalayim, which 
appears throughout), are listed in the index twice — in both formats, 
Jewish calendar year and Secular calendar year, as separate listings — to 
retain clarity. 
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A 

Aaron (see Aharon). 

Abarbanel (see R.Yitzchak). 
Abayey *: 4085, 4098, 4111. 
R.Abba (G) *: 4628, 4631. 

Abba Aricha (see Rav). 

R.Abba Mari of Montpellier: 1305. 
Abel (see Hevel). 

AbiChatzira (R.David): 1920. 
AbiChatzira (R.Yaakov): 1880. 
AbiChatzira (R.Yitzchak): 1980. 
Abohab (see R.Yitzchak). 

Abraham (see Avraham). 
Abraham Geiger: 1851. 

Abramsky (R.Yechezk'el): 1933. 
Absalom (see Avshalom). 
Abudraham: 1342. 

Acco: 1291, 1747, 1799. 

Ach'av (K) *: 3021, 3041, 

3055- 

Mar R.Acha I (G) *: 4519 . 

R.Acha II (G) *: 4617 . 

R.Achai (V) *: 4236 . 

R.Achai Gaon *: 4515. 

Achashverosh I *: 3389 . 
Achashverosh II *: 3395, 3404, 
3405, 3406. 

Achaz (K) *: 3183, 3187, 3303. 
Achazyahu I (K) *: 3041 , 3043 . 
Achazyahu II (K) *: 3055 , 3056 . 
Acher *: 3909 . 

Achi'ezer: 1941. 

Achille Lauro: 1985 
Achitofel *: 2921 . 

Achiyah Hashiloni *: 2406, 2964, 
2985- 

Mar R.Achunai *: 4523, 4528. 

Acre (see Acco). 

Adam *: 1, 235, 930, 2255. 

Adam VeChava (Sefer): 1334. 
Aden (Egypt): 1947. 

R.Adin Steinsaltz: 1967. 

Adina *: 2218 . 

Adler (R.Natan): 1782. 

Adler, R.Nathan (Marcus): 1890 
Admon *: 3715. 

Adolph Eichmann: 1962. 

Adolph Hitler: 1939. 

Adon *: 2218. 
adult bris mila: 1987 
Adoniyahu *: 2924. 

Africa (North): 1198, 1391, 1435, 
1492. 

Africa (North) *: 3883. 

Agadir (Morocco): i960. 

Agrippa I *: 3781. 

Agrippa II *: 3804, 3815, 3825, 
3826, 3830. 

Aguda (Sefer): 1349. 

Agudat Yisrael: 1912, 1988. 
afikoman *: 2171. 

Ahalivamah *: 2192. 

RAharon (G) *: 4704, 4720. 

Aharon *: 2365, 2487. 

Aharon ben Meir *: 4683. 


R.Aharon HaLevi (see Ra'ah). 

R.Aharon Kotler: 1941, 1962. 

Adm.R.Aharon of Belz: 1943. 

R.Aharon of Karlin: 1772, 1792. 
R.Aharon of Lunel: 1306. 

R.Aharon of Neustadt: 1421. 

R.Aharon Shmuel Kaidanover: 1655. 
R.Aharon Te'omim: 1690. 

Ahasueras (see Achashverosh). 
R.Aisik(el) of Komarno: 1874. 

Akeda *: 2084. 

R.Akiva *: 3856, 3864, 3880, 3887, 
3893, 3894- 

R.Akiva Eger: 1814, 1821, 1825, 1836. 
Al-Chakkam (R.Yosef Chaim): 1869. 
Albuker (R.Yitzchak): 1815. 

Aleppo (Syria): 1947. 

R.Alexander (Susskind) Wimpen: 1307. 
Alexander (the Great) *: 3448, 3449, 
3454- 

Alexander (Yannai II) (K) *: 3668, 
3670, 3680, 3686, 3688. 
Alexander II (s. Aristoblus) *: 3715. 
R.Alexander Sender Schorr: 1733. 
R.Alexander Zisslin: 1349. 

Alexandria *: 3454, 3874, 3877, 
4174, 4715. 

Alfasi (see Rif). 

Alfasi Zuta: 1570. 

Alfred Dreyfus: 1895. 

Algeria: 1805, 1811, 1815, 1882, 
i960. 

Algiers: 1391, 1882. 

Ali (Caliph)*: 4420. 

aliya: 1187, 1203, 1211, 1260, 

1267, 1336, 1510, 1516, 1536, 
1553, 1621, 1700, 1723, 1741, 
1747, 1764, 1777, 1809, 1837, 
i860, 1861, 1878, 1880, 1881, 
1900, 1909, 1915, 1925, 1929, 
1939, 1945, 1947, 1949, 1958, 
i960, 1969, 1975, 1980, 1992. 
aliya *: 3908, 3925, 4058, 4085, 
4349, 4515- 

Alkabetz (R.Shlomo): 1570. 

Alliance Israelite Universelle: i860. 
Alsace: 1336, 1525, 1789. 

Alshich (see R.Moshe). 

Alter (see Gur/Admurim). 

Altshuler (R.Yechi'el Hillel): 1770. 
Alusina (Spain): 1088. 

Amalek *: 2216. 

Amathla'a *: 1948. 

Amatzya (K) *: 3100, 3115, 3130, 
3142. 

Ameimar *: 4112. 

American Civil War: 1862. 

American Revolution: 1776. 

R.Ami *: 4050, 4060. 

R.Amittai *: 4631. 

R.Amnon (martyr) *: 4772. 

Amnon *: 2912, 2921. 

Amon (K) *: 3283. 

Amon *: 2048. 

Amora'im *: 3990, 4050, 4085, 

4111, 4187, 4235. 

Amoram *: 2218. 

Amorrah *: 2006, 2048. 

Amos (P) *: 3115, 3142, 3167. 

Amotz *: 3142. 

Amram *: 2255, 2368, 2406. 
R.Amram Gaon *: 4613, 4618, 4636. 
Amshinover Rebbe (see R.Shimon 
Sholom.) 

Amsterdam: 1710. 


Amudei HaGola: 1280. 

Anah *: 2192. 

Anan ben David *: 4523. 

Anarchy (Eretz Yisrael) *: 3761, 
3770, 3781, 3815, 3825. 
Anatevka: 1882 
Anatoly Sharansky: 1986 
Ancona (Italy): 1556, 1577, 1798. 
Andalusia (Spain): 1483. 

Aneinu (prayer) *: see chart takkanot 
hage'onim 
Aner *: 1693. 

Anilevitch (Mordechai): 1943. 

Anjou Maine (France): 1289. 

Anne Frank: 1944. 

Anshei Knesset Hagdola *: 3406, 
3413, 3426, 3448. 

Antigonus (Ish Socho) *: 3488, 3530. 
Antigonus (s. Aristoblus) *: 3721. 
Antigonus (s. Yannai I) *: 3668. 
anti-Jewish rioters: 1991 
Antiochus *: 3454, 3610. 

Antipas (s. Herod I) *: 3770. 
Antipater *: 3700, 3715. 

Anussim (see Marranos). 

Aphlala *: 2218. 

Appey Ravrevei: 1613. 

Apta (Poland): 1656. 

Apta Rav (see R.Avraham Yehoshua). 
Apustomus *: 3610. 

Aquinas (Thomas): 1271. 

Arab settlers (Eretz Yisrael) *: 4421. 
Arabia (North) *: 4392. 

Arabia (South) *: 4285. 

Arabia *: 4234, 4392. 

Arabic: 1167, 1204. 

Arabs *: 4397. 

Arafat, Yasser: 2000, 2004. 

Aragon: 1263, 1391. 

Aram *: 1558, 2000, 2218. 

Archelaus (s. Herod I) *: 3761, 3770. 
Argentina: 1992, 1994. 

Ari Halberstam: 1994. 

Ari'zal: 1553, 1570, 1572. 

Arida *: 2218. 

Aristoblus II (K) *: 3688, 3696, 

3700. 

Aristotle *: 3448. 

Arles (Provence): 1494. 

Armledder bands: 1336. 

Arnhem (Holland): 1451. 

Arnstadt (Germany): 1264, 1466. 
Arpachshad *: 1558, 1658, 1693, 
2096. 

Aruch HaShulchan: 1874. 

R.Aryeh Leib (Der Shpoler Zeideh): 

1811. 

R.Aryeh Leib Gunzberg (ISha'agas 
Aryeh'): 1785. 

R.Aryeh Leib Heller (Ketzot 
HaChoshen): 1788. 

R.Aryeh Levin (Tzadik of 
Yerushalayim): 1969. 

Asara Harugei Malchut *: 3893, 
3894- 

Asher *: 2195, 2218. 

R.Asher ben Yechi'el (see Rosh). 
Adm.R.Asher of Stolin: 1792, 1798. 

R.Ashi *: 4131, 4152, 4187, 4235. 
Ashkenaz *: 1787. 

Ashkenazi (see R.Betzal./ 
Shitta.Mekub.). 

Ashkenazi (see R.Elchan./Sidrei 
Tahara). 
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Ashkenazi (see R.Gershon/ 
Avdat.HaGersh.). 

Ashkenazi (see R.Tzvi/Chacham 
Tzvi). 

Ashkenazi (see R.Yaakov). 
Ashkenazim *: 4715 
Ashkenazim: 1298 
Ashmua *: 1056. 

Ashur *: 1558, 1996. 

Ashurit (Ktav) *: 3389, 3448. 

Assa (K) *: 2983, 2986, 2993, 2998, 
3024. 

Assyria: (see Ashur) 

Astorga (Spain): 1230. 
astronaut: 2003. 

Ateret Zekeinim: 1689. 

Athalya (Q) *: 3047, 3056, 3061. 
Attila (the Hun) *: 4215. 

Atzei Chayim: 1904. 

Auerbach (R.Menachem Mendel): 
1689. 

Augsburg (Germany): 1349, 1435. 
Augustow (Poland): 1941. 

Augustus *: 3725. 

Auschwitz Album: 1945. 

Auschwitz: 1940, 1941, 1942, 1944, 
1945- 

Australian: 1927 
Austria: 1146, 1267, 1350, 

1496, 1551, 1670, i68( 

1772, 1782, 1820, 193 
1941- 

auto da fe: 1481. 

R.Avahu *: 4060. 

Avdon (S) *: 2802. 

Avi Assaf: 1217. 

Avi HaEzri: 1217. 

Avigayil *: 2884. 

Avigdor (Moshe) *: 2368. 

R.Avigdor Miller: 2001. 

Avihu *: 2449. 

Avila (Spain): 1491, 1499. 

Avimael *: 1757, 2218. 

Mar R.Avimai *: 4571, 4575. 

Avimelech (ben Gideon) (S) *: 2734. 
Avimelech *: 2048, 2084, 2123. 
R.Avina *: 4235. 

Avinadav *: 2871. 

Aviyah (K) *: 2981. 

Aviyah *: 2881. 

Avnei Millu'im: 1788. 

Avnei Nezer: 1910. 

Avner *: 2884, 2892. 

Avodat HaGershuni: 1670. 

Avodat HaKodesh: 1310, 1492. 

Avot D'Reb Natan *: 3908. 

Avraham *: 1693, 1723, 1948, 

1958, 1973, 1996, 2000, 2018, 
2023, 2033, 2048, 2061, 2084, 
2096, 2123, 2255, 2332. 
R.Avraham Abele (see Magen 
Avraham). 

R.Avraham Abulafia: 1280. 

R.Avraham ben David (see Ra'avad). 
R.Avraham ben Ismael: 1334. 
R.Avraham ben Natan HaYarchi: 1203. 
R.Avraham Binyamin (Wolf) Hamburg: 
1830. 

R.Avraham Danziger: 1810. 

R.Avraham David of Butshatsh: 1841. 
RAvraham di Boton: 1575. 

RAvraham Gershon of Kitev: 1747. 
R.Avraham HaNagid (Maimuni): 1204, 
1237. 


R.Avraham I (G) *: 4519, 4521. 
R.Avraham ibn Ezra: 1158, 1164. 

Mar RAvraham II (G) *: 4577, 4588. 

Adm.R.Avraham Mordechai of Gur: 1905, 
1912, 1925, 1940, 1948. 
R.Avraham of Kalisk: 1772, 1777, 

1809. 

Adm.RAvraham of Slonim: 1884. 

Adm.R.Avraham of Sochatchev: 1910, 1925. 
R.Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer: 
1839. 

R.Avraham Tzvi Hirsch Eisenstadt: 
1856. 

R.Avraham Yaakov Pam: 2001. 

Adm.R.Avraham Yehoshua of Apta: 1825, 
1855- 

R.Avraham Yeshayahu (see Chazon 
Ish). 

R.Avraham Yitzchak Bloch: 1941. 
R.Avraham Yitzchak Kook: 1920, 1935. 
R.Avraham Zacuto: 1491, 1492, 1496, 
1504. 

Avram *: 2048. 

Avshalom *: 2921, 2935. 

Avtalyon *: 3696, 3715. 

R.Avumai *: 4573, 4581. 

Azaryah (Uziyahu) (K) *: 3115. 
Azaryah *: 3319, 3340, 3426. 

Azkiri (R.Elazar): 1592. 

R.Azriel Hildesheimer: 1869. 

R.Azriel Rabinovitz: 1941. 

Azulai (R.Chaim Yosef David - see 
Chida). 

B 

Ba'al Halttur: 1179. 

Ba'al HaMa'or: 1150. 

Ba'al HaTanya VeShul.Aruch (see 
R.Shneu). 

Ba'al HaTurim (see Tur). 

Ba'al Shem (R.Eliyahu): 1636. 

Ba'al Shem (R.Yisrael/see Ba.Sh.Tov). 
Ba'al Shem (R.Yoel): 1713. 

Ba'al Shem of Michelstadt: 1782. 

Ba'al Shem of Virmyze: 1636. 

Ba'al Shem Tov: 1698, 1734, 1757, 
1759, 1760, 1764, 1772. 

Ba'asha (K) *: 2986, 2993, 3009. 
Ba'er Heitev 1: 1723. 

Ba'er Heitev 2: 1723. 

Ba'er Heitev 3: 1723. 

Ba'er Heitev 4: 1723. 

Babad (R.Yosef): 1874. 

Babi Yar: 1941, 1971. 

Babylon (city) *: 4234. 

Babylonia (see Bavel). 

Bach (R.Yoel Sirkes): 1619, 1640, 
1646, 1661, 1670, 1689. 
Bacharach (R.Yair): 1689. 

Bachrach (Germany): 1096, 1147, 
1283, 1286. 

Rbnu.Bachya I (ibn Paquda): 1161. 
Rbnu.Bachya II (ben Asher): 1291. 

Baden (Germany): 1470. 
badge (see Jews badge). 

Baghdad: 1190, 1393, 1941. 

Baghdad *: 4234. 

BaHaG *: 4519. 

Bahia (Brazil): 1625. 

Bakri (David): 1805, 1811. 

Bakri (Joseph): 1811. 

Balak *: 2487. 

Balbira *: 41. 


Balta (Poland): 1768. 

Bamberg (Germany): 1478. 
baptism, forced: see forced 
conversions 
Bar (Ukraine): 1651. 

Bar Kappara *: 3949. 

Bar Kochba *: 3887, 3893. 

Barak *: 2654. 

Baranowice (Poland-Lithuania): 
1942. 

Barbarians *: 4155, 4215. 

Barcelona: 1303, 1367, 1391. 

Bari (Italy): 1290. 

Bari (Italy) *: 4692, 4715. 

Baruch (ben Neriyah) (P) *: 3321, 
3346, 3413- 

Adm.R.Baruch (of Vizhnitz): 1884. 

R.Baruch ben Yitzchak I: 1126. 
R.Baruch ben Yitzchak II: 1203. 
R.Baruch Epstein (Torah Temima): 
1874. 

R.Baruch Frankel: 1830. 

R.Baruch of Medzibuzh: 1811. 

Baruch Spinoza: 1656. 

Baruch Ta'am (Sefer): 1830. 

Basel (Switzerland): 1349, 1397. 
Basil *: 4631. 

Basmat *: 2158. 

Bass (see R.Shahbetai). 

bat-mitzva: 1922 

Bat Sheva *: 2912, 2924. 

Bava (ben Buta) *: 3742. 

Bavaria: 1450, 1551. 

Bavel *: 3319, 3327, 3338, 3339, 
3342, 3390, 3413, 3610, 3721, 
3775, 3874, 3894, 3979, 3986, 
4019, 4111, 4215, 4246, 4311, 
4318, 4349, 4397, 4705, 4798. 
Bayit Chadash (Bach): 1640. 

Baytuss *: 3530. 

Baytussim *: 3530. 

Bazin (Hungary): 1529. 

Be'er HaGola: 1655. 

Be'er LaChay Ro'i: 1913. 

Beersheeba.: 1 917 
Bedek HaBayit: 1293. 

Bedzin (Poland): 1939, 1943. 

Begin (Menachem): 1979. 

Bei Rav (see Yaakov). 

Beilis (Mendel): 1911. 

Beit Ephrayim: 1828. 

Beit HaBechira: 1270. 

Beit Hamikdash *: 3835, 3877, 
3883, 4121, 4215, 4421. 

Beit Hamikdash I *: 2892, 2928, 
2935, 2964, 2969, 3084, 3187, 
3303, 3338. 

Beit Hamikdash II *: 3390, 3391, 
3395, 3408, 3412, 3610, 3622, 
3742, 3750, 3829. 

Beit Hillel: 1655. 

Beit Shmuel: 1689. 

Beit Yisrael: 1977. 

Beit Yosef: 1522, 1542. 

Belaya Tzerkov (Poland): 1703. 
Belgium: 1350, 1940, 1943. 

Belitz (near Berlin): 1243. 

Belshatzar *: 3386, 3389. 

Belz (Admurim/see Adm.R.Aharon). 
Belz (Admurim/see Adm.R.Shalom). 
Belz (Admurim/see 
Adm. R. Yehoshua). 

Belzec: 1942. 

Ben Ami *: 2048. 

Ben Gurion (David Green): 1948. 
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Ben Ish Chai: 1869. 

Ben Sira (Yehoshua) *: 3488. 

Adm.R.Ben Tziyon of Bobov: 1941. 

Benayahu *: 2924. 

Bendin (Poland): 1939, 1943. 

Benet (see R.Mordechai). 

Benjamin (see Binyamin). 

Benmelech *: 2084. 

Benveniste (R.Chaim): 1673. 

Beraitot *: 3949. 

Berbers *: 4773. 

Berditchev (Russia): 1941. 

Berditchev (see R.Levi Yitzchak). 

Bereza Kartuska (Poland): 1942. 

Bergen Belsen: 1944, 1945. 

Berlin: 1446, 1510, 1571, 1573, 
1670, 1945 - 

Berlin (R.Chaim): 1909. 

Berlin (R.Naftali Tzvi): 1893. 

Berne (Switzerland): 1294, 1349, 
1427. 

Bertinura (see R.Ovadya). 

Berurya *: 3909. 

Besht (see Ba'al Shem Tov). 

Betar *: 3893. 

Beteira (Family) *: 3715, 3729. 

Betuel *: 2049. 

Betzalel *: 2449. 

R.Betzalel Ashkenazi: 1553. 

Beziers (Provence): 1209. 

Bialystock (Russia): 1906, 

1943 - 

Mar R.Bibi HaLevi *: 4540, 4548, 

Bichov (Poland-Lithuania): 

Bil'am *: 2487. 

Bilhah *: 2192. 

Binyamin *: 2195, 2208, 2218. 

R.Binyamin HaLevi: 1697. 

Binyamin of Tudela: 1173. 

Birkat HaMazon *: 3908. 

Birkat HaZevach: 1655. 

Birkei Yosef: 1806. 

Birkenau: 1941, 1944. 

Bilu: 1881. 

Bischofsheim (Germany): 1235, 
1298. 

Bisenz (Moravia): 1605. 

Bitul Ikarey HaNotzrim: 1391. 

Black Death massacres: 1349, 1350, 
1435 - 

Bloch (R.Avraham Yitzchak): 1941. 

Blois (France): 1171. 

blood libel: 1144, 1167, 1171, 1181, 
1182, 1192, 1235, 1243, 1247, 
1255, 1278, 1281, 1283, 1285, 
1286, 1288, 1290, 1294, 1312, 
1332, 1401, 1407, 1430, 1435, 
1467, 1470, 1474, 1475, 1478, 
1480, 1491, 1494, 1506, 1529, 
1537, 1590, 1619, 1636, 1639, 
1650, 1659, 1670, 1710, 1726, 
1736 , 1737 , 1747 , 1753 , 1755 , 
1761, 1763, 1790, 1801, 1840, 
1882, 1899, 1903, 1911, 1948. 

Bnei Yissachar: 1841. 

Bo'az *: 2785, 2854. 

Bobov (Admurim/see Adm.Ben 
Tziyon; Adm.R.Shlomo; 

Adm.R.Naftali). 

Bochnia (Poland): 1605. 

Bohemia: 1241, 1310, 1337, 1541, 
1557 , 1899 - 

Boiberick: : 1882 

Bologna (Italy): 1569. 


book burning: 1559, 1601, 1656, 
1686, 1720, 1757, 1793, 1938. 
book burning (see Talmud). 

Borislav (Poland): 1941, 1943. 

Born (Netherlands): 1309. 

R.Boruch Ber Leibovitz: 1941. 

Boskowitz (Moravia): 1715. 

Brabant (province): 1271. 

Brailov (Russia): 1942. 

Brandenburg (Germany): 1446, 
1510, 1543, 1573, 1670. 

Braslav (Poland): 1942, 1943. 
Bratislava: 1806. 

Bratslav (Poland): 1551, 1664. 
Bratslav (R.Nachman of): 1810. 
Brazil: 1647. 

Brescia (Italy): 1494. 

Breslau (Silesia): 1349, 1360, 1453, 
1749 - 

Brest Kuyavsk (Poland): 1656. 
Brest-Litovsk (Lithuania): 1636, 
1941. 

Breuer, R.Yosef: 1980. 

Brisk (Lithuania): 1636, 1892, 1941. 
Brisker (see R.Chaim). 

Brit Bein Habetarim *: 2018, 2418, 
2448. 

British: 1940, 1942, 1945, 1947. 
Brittany (France): 1240. 

Brno (Moravia): 1454. 

Brody (Poland-Russia): 1696, 1757. 
Broin (R.Shlomo Zalman): 1948. 
Brussels: 1349, 1370. 

Brzesc Kujawski (Poland): 1656. 
Brzeziny (Poland): 1656. 

Buber (Martin): 1965. 

Bucharest: 1593, 1801, 1822, 1897, 
1941. 

Buchenwald: 1945. 

Buczacz (Poland): 1943. 

Budapest: 1686, 1720, 1746. 
Bugoslav (Ukraine): 1919. 

Bulgaria: 1941. 

Buenos Aires: 1992, 1994. 

Burgsdorf (Switzerland): 1349. 
burning (see book burning). 

Bury S.Edmunds (England): 1181, 
1190. 

Busnach (Naftali): 1805. 

Bustenai (E) *: 4420. 

R.Bustenai (G) *: 4410, 4449. 

Butshatsh (Poland): 1943. 

Bzenec (Moravia): 1605. 

c 

Caesaria *: 3727. 

Caf HaChayim: 1904. 

Cain *: 41. 

Cairo: 1165, 1524, 1948. 

Cairo *: 4715. 
calendar *: 4121. 

Caligula *: 3800. 

Calvin (John): 1543. 

Campo S.Pietro (Italy): 1494. 

Canaan *: 1557, 1658, 2495. 

Canea (Crete): 1944. 

Cantonists: 1827, 1853. 

Carinthia (Austria): 1496. 
Carlebach, Shlomo: 1994 
Carnival: 1466, 1667. 

Carpentras (Provence): 1269, 1459, 
1525, 1569- 

Casablanca (Morocco): 1907. 


Castille: 1370, 1391. 

Catalonia (Spain): 1358, 1391. 
Catherine the Great: 1791 
censored: 1263 
Chabad (Chasidut): 1798. 

Chabakuk (P) *: 3228. 

Chacham Tzvi: 1660, 1686, 1710, 
1718, 1750. 

Chafetz Chaim: 1873, 1912, 1925, 
1933 - 

Chagay (P) *: 3392, 3408, 3426, 
3448 . 

R.Chaim (ib)n Attar: 1741. 

R.Chaim Benveniste: 1673. 

R.Chaim Berlin: 1909. 

R.Chaim Brisker: 1892, 1912, 1925. 
R.Chaim Chizkiyah Medini: 1899. 

Adm.R.Chaim Elazar of Munkatch: 1913. 

R.Chaim HaKohen Rappaport: 1759. 
Adm.R.Chaim Halberstam (Divrei Chaim): 
1830 1876, 1913. 

R.Chaim Mordechai Margolis: 1828. 
R.Chaim Ozer Grodzinski: 1941. 
R.Chaim Palaji: 1841 
R.Chaim Solovetchik (see R.Ch. 

Brisker). 

Adm.R.Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum of Sighet: 
1904. 

R.Chaim Vital: 1572. 

R.Chaim Volozhiner: 1821. 

R.Chaim Yeshayahu Halbesberg: 1886. 
R.Chaim Yosef David Azulai (see Chida). 
Chaluka: 1878. 

Cham *: 1557, 1658. 

Chamudan *: 2218. 

R.Chana (G) *: 4380, 4400. 

Chanah (and 7 sons) *: 3610. 

Chanah *: 2830. 

Chanah Senesh: 1944. 

R.Chanan (from Ishkiya) *: 4349, 
4368. 

Chanan *: 3715. 

Rbnu Chananel: 1050, 1088, 1105. 
Chananyah (ben Azur) *: 3331. 
Chananyah *: 3319, 3340, 3426. 
Adm.R.Chananyah Yom Tov Lipa of Sighet: 
1883, 1904. 

R.Chanina ben Tradyon *: 3909. 
R.Chanina I (G) *: 4368, 4396. 
R.Chanina II (G) *: 4380, 4400. 

Mar R.Chanina III (G) *: 4449, 4457. 

Mar R.Chanina IV (G) *: 4524, 4531. 

Mar R.Chanina V (G) *: 4528, 4536. 
R.Chanina VI (G) *: 4543, 4546. 
R.Chanina VII (G) *: 4699, 4704. 
R.Chanoch (HaShavui): 1055. 
R.Chanoch (HaShavui) *: 4715, 4785. 
Chanoch I *: 130, 987. 

Chanoch II *: 622. 

Chanuka *: 3623. 

Charkov (Russia): 1942. 
Charlemagne *: 4560. 

Chartumim (see Khartumim). 
Chashmona'im *: 3621, 3623, 3628, 
3686, 3688, 3721, 3725. 
Chassam Sofer: 1782, 1806, 1839, 
1861. 

Chassidei Ashkenaz: 1217, 

Chasidim: 1734, 1760, 1772, 1781, 
1798, 1814. 

Chatam Sofer (see Chassam Sofer). 
Chatan Sofer: 1883. 

Chava *: 1. 

Chavat Da'at: 1809, 1821, 1822, 
1836. 
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Chavat Ya'ir: 1689. 

Chaver *: 2368. 

Chayei Adam: 1810, 1872. 

Chayes (R.Yitzchak): 1613. 

Chazon Ish: 1911, 1953. 

Chazon Yechezk'el: 1933. 

Cheb (Bohemia): 1350, 1421, 1430. 
Checiny (Poland): 1656. 

Chelkat Mechokek: 1640, 1655. 
Chelm (Poland): 1940. 

Chelmno: 1942. 

Chemdat Shlomo: 1821. 

Cherkassy (Ukraine): 1919. 
Chernobyler Maggid: 1837 
Chernovitz (Rumania): 1941. 
Cheshanov (Poland): 1656. 
Chestochova (Poland): 1939, 1943. 
Chetzron *: 2410. 

Chevron: 1518, 1929, 1936. 

Chevron *: 930, 1996, 2084, 2884, 
2921. 

Chida: 1754, 1781, 1806. 

Chidushei HaRadal: 1838. 

Chidushei HaRim: 1821, 1846, 1859, 
1866. 

Chilkiyahu (KG) *: 3298, 3303. 
R.Chinena *: 4280, 4298, 4318. 

Chinon (France): 1321. 

R.Chisda *: 4058, 4060, 4069. 
R.Chisdai Crescas I: 1367. 

R.Chisdai Crescas II: 1367, 13 
1413 - 

Chisdai ibn Shaprut *: 469: 

Chiune Sugihara: 1941 
Chivi *: 2216. 

Mar R.Chiya (G) *: 4479. 

R.Chiya *: 3949. 

R.Chizkiyah (Gaon): 1038, 1040. 
R.Chizkiyah (Gaon) *: 4798. 
R.Chizkiyah da Silva: 1692. 

Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) (K) *: 3199, 
3213 - 

Chmielnick (Poland): 1655. 
Chmielnitzki: 1650, 1655, 1683. 
Chmielnitzki massacres: 1648, 1650, 
1651, 1652, 1683. 

Chochmat Shlomo: 1573. 

Chofetz Chaim: 1873 
Chok Yaakov: 1733. 

Chomutov (Bohemia): 1421. 

Choni Ham'agel *: 3680. 

Chonyo I (KG) *: 3488. 

Chonyo II (KG) *: 3488, 3550, 3580, 
3610. 

Chonyo III (KG) *: 3600, 3610. 
Chonyo's Temple *: 3610. 

Chortkov (Poland): 1941, 1942. 
Chovat HaLevavot: 1161, 1167. 
Chovevei Tzion: 1881 
Chozeh of Lublin: 1808, 1814, 1815, 
1823, 1827, 1841, 1855, 1859, 
1874. 

Chuldah (Prophetess) *: 3285, 3303. 
ChurvatR.Yehuda Chasid: 1720, 
1837, 1948. 

Rbnu.Chushiel: 1050. 

R.Chushiel *: 4715. 

Chushim *: 2255. 

Civil War *: 3696, 3700, 3827. 
Clermont-Ferrand (France) *: 4336. 
Cleveland (Ohio): 1941. 

Cluny (France): 1254. 

Cochem (Germany): 1418, 1589. 
Cochin (India): 1523, 1662. 
coliseums *: 3829. 


collaborators *: 3600, 3610, 3804. 
Colmar (Alsace): 1349, 1510. 
Cologne (Germany): 1096, 1147, 
1217, 1266, 1349, 1424. 

Coltbus (Germany): 1510. 

Columbus (Christopher): 1491. 
communism: 1920 
Communist party: 1991 
communists: 1991 
concentration camps : 1940 
Conservative: 1885, 1896, 1922, 
1983, 1988. 

Constance (Germany): 1326, 1430, 
1533 - 

Constanta (Rumania): 1940. 
Constantine (Algeria): 1934. 
Constantine I *: 4073. 
Constantinople: 1453, 1665. 
Constantinople *: 4482. 
conversion sermons: 1241, 1278, 
1428, 1577, 1630. 

Conversos (see Marranos). 
Copenhagen: 1807. 
copyright: 1487. 

Cordova: 1148, 1473, 1483. 

Cordova *: 4715, 4773. 

Cordovero (see Ramak). 

Coresh (see Cyrus). 

Corfu: 1406. 

Corinth *: 4155. 

Cosenza (Italy): 1495. 

Cossacks: 1648, 1650, 1651, 1652, 
1664, 1919. 

Council of Four Lands (see Va'ad 
Arba). 

Courland (Latvia): 1760. 

Cracow (Poland): 1407, 1454, 1464, 
1503, 1580, 1640, 1655, 1658, 
1677, 1682, 1939, 1942, 1943. 
Cranganore (India): 1523. 

Cremieux (Isaac): 1827. 

Cremona (Italy): 1225, 1559. 

Crete: 1944. 

Creti UPeleti: 1741. 

Crimea: 1942. 

Croatia: 1941. 

Cromwell (Oliver): 1656. 

Crusaders: 1197, 1236, 1320. 
Crusaders (1st): 1096. 

Crusaders (2nd): 1147. 

Crusaders (3rd): 1190, 1196. 
Ctesiphon *: 4318. 

Cuba: 1939. 

Culi (R.Yaakov): 1724. 

Cyprus: 1945, 1947, 1949. 

Cyprus *: 3874. 

Cyrene *: 3874. 

Cyrus (Coresh) *: 3389, 3390 , 3391, 
3395 - 

Czar (Nicholas II): 1905, 1917 
Czarnetzki (Stefan): 1655. 
Czechoslovakia: 1942. 

Czestochowa (Poland): 1939, 1943. 
Czortkow (Poland): 1941, 1942. 

D 

da Silva (R.Chizkiyah): 1692. 

Da'at Kedoshim: 1841. 

Dachau: 1945. 

Daf HaYomi: 1923. 

Damascus: 1392, 1840, 1969. 

Dan *: 2195, 2218. 

Daniel *: 3319, 3327, 3340, 3352, 
3386 , 3389, 3392 , 3404 , 3426. 


Danube (River): 1942. 

Danziger (R.Avraham): 1810. 

Darius I (Daryavesh I) *: 3389, 

3390 . 

Darius II (Daryavesh II) *: 3408, 
3426, 3438. 

Darkei Moshe: 1570. 

Darkei Teshuva: 1828, 1913. 
Daryavesh (see Darius). 

David (Green) Ben Gurion: 1948. 
David (King) *: 2854, 2883, 2884, 
2892, 2912, 2924, 2928, 3729, 
3769 - 

David (Mickey) Marcus: 1948. 

R.David AbiChatzira: 1920. 

R.David Abudraham: 1342. 

David Bakri: 1805, 1811. 

R.David ben Shmuel (see Taz). 

David ben Zakkai (E) *: 4677, 4687, 
4688, 4690. 

R.David Frankel (Korban HaEida): 1743 
1783. 

R.David Gans: 1613. 

R.David HaNagid (Maimuni): 1237, 
1285, 1290. 

R.David ibn Zimra (see Radvaz). 

R.David Kimchi (see Radak). 

R.David Luria: 1838, 1846. 
Adm.R.David of Skvira: 1919. 

David Re'uveni: 1532. 

R.Davidai (G) *: 4521, 4524. 
death march : i 940 
de Medina (R.Shmuel): 1575. 

De'Min Acco: 1291. 
de Vidas (R.Eliyahu): 1575. 
debate: 1240, 1254, 1263, 1413, 
1530 , 1543 , 1757 - 
Deborah (see Devorah). 

Deggendorf (Germany): 1336. 
Demetrius *: 3454. 

Denmark: 1940, 1943. 
deniers (Holocaust): 2000. 
DeRashotR.David: 1237. 

Derisha: 1614. 
desecration libel (see libel), 
desecration of the host (see libel). 
Devorah (S) *: 2654, 2694. 
di Boton (R.Avraham): 1575. 

R.Dimi Surgo (V) *: 4320. 

Dinah *: 2195, 2205, 2208. 

Diskin (R.Yitzchak Yerucham): 1920. 
Disna (Lithuania): 1943. 
displaced persons: 1945, 1946 
Disputation (see debate). 

Divrei Chaim: 1830. 

Divrei Yechezk'el: 1876. 
Dnepropetrovsk (Russia): 1905. 

Do'eg Ha'Adomi *: 2884. 

Dokshytz (Poland): 1942. 

Dolhinov (Poland): 1942. 

Dominican Republic: 1938 
Domitian *: 3841. 

Don Yitzchak Abarbanel (see 
R.Yitzchak). 

Dona Gracia: 1553. 

R.Donash ben Lavrat *: 4715. 

Dorot HaRishonim: 1914. 

R.Dov Ber (see Maggid of Mezeritsch). 
Adm.R.Dov Ber of Lubavitch: 1812, 1825, 
1827, 1837. 

R.Dov Ber Wiedenfeld: 1939. 

Dovev Mesharim: 1939. 

Drahavitsch (Ukraine): 1941, 1942. 
Dreyfus (Alfred): 1895. 

Drobitzky Yar: 1942. 
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Drogobych (Ukraine): 1941, 1942. 
Druya (Lithuania): 1942. 

Dubno (Poland): 1648. 

Dubno (see Maggid of). 

Dubnow (Simon): 1941. 

Dubrovnik (Yugoslavia): 1502. 
Dunayevtsy (Ukraine): 1942. 

Dynov (Admur of/see R.Tzvi 
Elimelech). 

Dzialoszyce (Poland): 1942. 

E 

earthquake: 1759, 1837, i960, 
earthquake *: 4508. 

Edels (see Maharsha). 

Edward VII (King, England): 1890. 
Eger (Bohemia): 1350, 1421, 1430. 
Eger (see R.Akiva). 

Eglei Tal: 1910. 

Eglon *: 2573, 2854- 
Egypt: 1250, 1303, 1948, 1956, 
1967, 1969, 1973. 

Egypt *: 3346, 3454, 3610, 3628, 
3668, 3800, 3874, 3877, 4234. 
Ehrenfeld (R.Shmuel): 1883. 

Ehud (S) *: 2573, 2654. 

Ehvil M'rudach *: 3364, 3386. 
Eichmann (Adolph): 1962. 

Eilat *: 2218. 

Einstein, Albert: 1945. 

Eisav *: 2108, 2123, 2158, s 
2192, 2205, 2216, 225 
Eisenstadt (R.Tzvi Hirsch): 

Elah (K) *: 3009, 3010. 

Elazar (ben Aharon) (KG) *: 2487, 
2495, 2516. 

R.Elazar (ben Shimon) (T) *: 3909. 
R.Elazar HaKalir *: 3909. 

Elazar (Chashmona'i) *: 3621, 3628. 
R.Elazar Azkiri: 1592. 

R.Elazar ben Azaryah *: 3844, 3856, 
3864, 3867, 3878. 

Adm.R.Elazar Nissan Teitelbaum: 1841. 
R.Elazar Roke'ach: 1197, 1237. 
R.Elchanan: 1184. 

R.Elchanan Ashkenazi: 1780. 
R.Elchanan Wasserman: 1941. 

Eldad (P) *: 2449, 2516. 

Eldad HaDani *: 4631. 

Eli *: 2779, 2830, 2854, 2870. 

Elie Wiesel: 1986 
R.Eliezer (ben Hyrkanos) *: 3834, 

3841, 3842. 

Eliezer *: 2061. 

R.Eliezer ben Natan: 1161. 

R.Eliezer ben Yaakov I *: 3834. 
R.Eliezer ben Yoel HaLevi: 1217. 
R.Eliezer of Chinon: 1306, 1321. 
R.Eliezer of Metz: 1161, 1217. 

R.Eliezer of Touques: 1290. 

R.Eliezer Silver: 1941. 

R.Eliezer Yehuda Finkel: 1941. 

R.Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg: 1945. 
Adm.R.Eliezer Zusia Portugal: 1982 
Elijah (see Eliyahu). 

R.Elimelech of Lizensk (No'am 

Elimelech): 1772, 1781, 1786, 
1814, 1815, 1823, 1825, 1827. 
Eliphaz *: 2216. 

Elisha (P) *: 3043, 3055, 3083, 
3098. 

Elisha ben Avuya *: 3909. 

Elishua *: 1056. 


Eliyahu (Elijah) *: 2964, 3021, 

3041, 3043, 3055. 

R.Eliyahu (see Vilna Gaon). 

R.Eliyahu Ba'al Shem: 1636. 

R.Eliyahu (ben Shemayahu) *: 4772. 

R.Eliyahu de Vidas: 1575. 

R.Eliyahu Menachem of London: 1255. 

R.Eliyahu Mizrachi: 1525. 

Eliyahu Rabba and Zuta: 1712. 

R.Eliyahu Shapiro: 1712, 1754. 

Elkana *: 2830. 

Elyakum *: 1656. 

Elyoram *: 2216. 
emancipation: 1787. 

Emden (Germany): 1762. 

Emden (see R.Yaakov). 
Emden-Eybeshutz controversy: 1750, 
1753 , 1754 , 1764- 
Emunot VeDeyot: 1167. 

Emunot VeDeyot *: 4690. 

Endingen (Germany): 1470. 

Engel (R.Yosef): 1906. 

England: 1211, 1216, 1255, 1278, 
1290, 1656, 1939. 
Enlightenment (Jewish): 1783. 

Enns (Austria): 1421. 

Enosh *: 235, 1140. 

Ensisheim: 1286. 

Ephrayim *: 2235. 

R.Ephrayim AlNakava: 1391. 

R.Ephrayim HaKohen: 1655, 1660. 

R.Ephrayim Karo: 1492, 1522. 

R.Ephrayim Zalman Margolis: 1828. 
epidemic: 1558, 1572, 1750, 1848. 
Epstein (R.Baruch/Torah Temima): 
1874. 

Epstein (R.Yechi'el M./Aruch 
HaShulchan): 1874. 

Eretz Yisrael: 1165, 1516, 1799, 

1836, 1878, 1881, 1900, 1915, 
1917, 1920, 1925, 1929, 1939, 
1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1967, 
1969, 1992. 

Eretz Yisrael *: 3883, 3893, 3925, 
3979, 4046, 4085, 4111, 4123, 
4374 , 4389 , 4397 , 4421, 4508, 
4690, 4764. 

Erev Rav :* 2448; 2448 
Erfurt (Germany): 1221, 1349, 

1458. 

Esau (see Eisav). 

Eshkol *: 1693. 

R.Eshtori HaParchi: 1306. 

Essenes *: 3580. 

Estella (Spain): 1328. 

Esther *: 3399, 3404, 3405, 3408. 
Ethiopia: 1991 
Ethiopian Jews: 1991 
Etz Chaim: 1572. 

Europe: 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 
1943 , 1944 , 1945 , 1947 - 
Europe *: 2573, 4234. 

Eve *: 1. 

Even HaEzel: 1925. 

Even HaEzer (Sefer): 1161. 

Ever *: 1723, 1757, 2048, 2171, 
2187. 

Evian: 1938 

Exilarch (see Reish Galuta). 
expulsion (major): 1290, 1306, 

1394, 1421, 1435, 1492, 1496, 
1670, 1678, 1950. 

expulsion (minor): 1125, 1182, 1206, 
1225, 1240, 1252, 1269, 1275, 
1294, 1320, 1322, 1360, 1370, 



1397, 1404, 1418, 1424, 1426, 
1427, 1428, 1430, 1435, 1436, 
1442, 1446, 1453, 1454, 1457, 
1458, 1460, 1466, 1470, 1472, 
1475 , 1477 , 1478 , 1479 , 1483, 
1485, 1489, 1490 , 1492 , 1493 , 
1494, 1495, 1496, 1498, 1501, 
1504, 1505, 1510, 1515, 1516, 
1519, 1526, 1529, 1539, 1541, 
1550 , 1551 , 1557 , 1563 , 1567, 
1569, 1573 , 1589 , 1590 , 1597 , 
1620, 1630, 1655, 1668, 1709, 
1710, 1742, 1760, 1774, 1778, 
1804, 1822, 1829, 1862, 1867, 
1882, 1891, 1938. 

expulsion (minor) *: 4174, 4372, 
4392 . 

expulsion (minor/many): 1349, 
1350 , 1435 , 1450 , 1491 - 

expulsion (Yerushalayim) *: 3893, 
4389 - 

Eybeshutz (see Emden controversy). 

Eybeshutz (see R.Yonatan). 

Eylam *: 1558. 

Eylon (S) *: 2792. 

Eyn Yaakov: 1516. 

R.Eyna *: 4280, 4300. 

Ezekiel (see Yechezk'el). 

R.Ezra (HaNavi): 1227. 

Ezra *: 3392, 3413, 3414, 3426, 
3448 . 

F 


Falk (R.Yaakov Yehoshua/see Pnei 
Ysh.II). 

Falk (R.Yehoshua/see Meginei 
Shlomo). 

Falk (R.Yehoshua/see Sma). 

Family of Beteira *: 3715, 3729. 

famine: 1 648 

Fastov (Ukraine): 1768, 1919. 

Fatima *: 2061. 

Felix Mendelssohn: 1783 

Feinstein (R.Moshe): 1959. 

Ferrara (Italy): 1583, 1756. 

Fez (Morocco): 1088, 1165, 1465. 

Fez (Morocco) *: 4795. 

Fiddler on the Roof : : 1882 

Finkel (R.Eliezer Yehuda): 1941. 

fire: 1360, 1689, 1696, 1706, 1708, 
1711, 1719, 1723, 1754, 1767, 
1822, 1827, 1917. 

Firuz *: 4229, 4246. 

Firuz-Shabur *: 4320, 4396, 4420. 

Five kings *: 2006. 

Fiyorda (Germany): 1689. 

Flanders: 1125. 

Florence (Italy): 1790. 

Forced baptism: 1096, 1190, 1290, 
1309 , 1349 , 1421 , 1475 , 1495 , 
1496, 1497, 1563, 1630, 1666, 
1827, 1858. 

forced conversion: 1096, 1126, 1148, 
1165, 1190, 1230, 1247, 1290, 
1293, 1303, 1309, 1320, 1349, 
1391, 1407, 1413 , 1421, 1435 , 
1475, 1489, 1495 , 1496 , 1497 , 
1563, 1573, 1630, 1661, 1666, 
1753, 1792, 1827, 1839, 1858. 

forced conversion *: 4178, 4234, 
4295 , 4336 , 4342 , 4372 , 4389 , 
4454 , 4482, 4692, 4764, 4767, 
4772 . 
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Fostat (Egypt): 1165. 

Four Captives *: 4715. 

Four Lands, The: 1580 
France: 1190, 1198, 1211, 1236, 
1242, 1269, 1290, 1306, 1315, 
1320, 1350, 1363, 1388, 1394, 
1789, 1793 , 1939 , 1940, i960. 
France *: 3338, 4336, 4560, 4767. 
Frank (Anne): 1944. 

Frank (see Jacob). 

Frankel (see R.Baruch/Baruch 
Ta'am). 

Frankel (see R.David/Korban 
HaEida). 

Franklin D. Roosevelt: 1938 
Frankfort: 1241, 1349, 1510, 1614, 
1711. 

Frankfurter (R.Moshe): 1723. 
Frankists: 1757, 1759, 1761, 1773. 
Franz Rosenzweig: 1929. 

Freiburg (Germany): 1349. 

French 'Sanhedrin': 1807. 

French Revolution: 1789, 1793. 
Fribourg (Switzerland): 1428. 
Fuerstenfeld (Austria): 1312. 

Fuerth (Germany): 1689. 

Fulda (Germany): 1235. 

G 


Gad (P) *: 2884. 

Gad *: 2195, 2218. 

Galati (Rumania): 1812, 

Gallus *: 4111. 

Rbn.Gamliel I *: 3769, 3810. 
R.Gamliel II *: 3828, 3829, 3834, 
3835 , 3836, 3841, 3842, 3844 , 
3846, 3856, 3864. 

R.Gamliel III *: 3949. 

R.Gamliel IV *: 3990. 

R.Gamliel V *: 4060, 4069. 

R.Gamliel VI *: 4189. 

Cans (R.David): 1613. 

Ganzfried (R.Shlomo): 1886. 

Gaon *: 4349. 

Gaon of Vilna (see Vilna Gaon). 
R.Gavriel Zinner: 1988. 

Ge'onim *: 4349, 4617. 

Gedalyah (ben Achikam) *: 3338, 
3339 - 

R.Gedalyah ibn Yachya: 1575. 

Geiger (Abraham): 1851. 

Gemara *: 4152, 4187, 4235, 4236, 
4320 . 

Geneva: 1490. 

Geniza: 1896. 

Genoa (Italy): 1493, 1515, 1550, 

1567- 

Georgia (U.S.A.): 1915. 

Ge'onim *: see chart takkanot 
hage'onim 

German Reparation Payments: 1952. 
Germany: 1211, 1286, 1290, 1303, 
1328, 1336, 1442, 1446, 1450, 
1478 , 1530, 1589. 1614, 1630, 
1648, 1648 , 1655, 1691, 1810, 
1933 , 1938 , 1939 , 1940 , 1941, 
1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, 1952, 
1991. 

Germany *: 2495, 3338, 4560. 
Gerona (Spain): 1194, 1391. 
Rbnu.Gershom Me'or HaGola: 1040, 1105. 
R.Gershon Ashkenazi: 1670. 

Gershon Jacobson: 1959. 


Gersonides (see Ralbag). 

Gestapo: 1942 

Get (divorce document) *: see chart 

TAKKANOT HAGE'ONIM 

Geviha *: 3448. 

Gezerot Tach VeTat: 1648. 

Ghent (Belgium): 1125. 
ghetto: 1516. 

Gibraltar: i860. 

Gideon (S) *: 2694. 

Gifter (R.Mordechai): 1945, 2001. 
R.Giza *: 4320. 

Glikl (Glueckel) of Hameln: 1691. 
Gloucester (England): 1167. 
Glubokoye (Poland): 1942, 1943. 
Glueckel (Glikl) of Hameln: 1691. 
Goldmann, Nachum: 1952. 
Goldstein, Baruch: 1994. 

Golem: 1599. 

Goliath (see Golyath). 

Golyath (Goliath) *: 2883. 

Gomel (Russia): 1903. 

Corner *: 1556. 

Gon *: 2418. 

Gorbachev, Mikhail: 1987 
Gorlice (Poland): 1942. 

Gorodenka (Poland): 1942. 

Gotha (Germany): 1303. 

Gra (see Vilna Gaon). 

Gracia Nassi: 1553. 

Graetz (Heinrich): 1851. 

Granada: 1055, 1066, 1491. 

Granada *: 4773. 

Great Poland: 1580 
Greece: 1941. 

Greek revolution: 1821, 1822. 
Gregorian calendar: 1577. 

Grodno (Lithuania): 1790. 

Grodzinski (R.Chaim Ozer): 1941. 
Groningen (Netherlands): 1710. 
Gubbio (Italy): 1485. 

Guide for Perplexed: 1204. 

Gunzberg (R.Aryeh Leib): 1785. 

Gur (Admurim/see Adm.R.Avraham 
Mord.). 

Gur (Admurim/see Adm.R.Simcha 
Bunim). 

Gur (Admurim/see Adm.R.Yisrael). 
Gur (Admurim/see Chidushei 
HaRim). 

Gur (Admurim/see Sfass Emess). 

Gur Aryeh: 1599. 

Gurevich, Mikhail: 1943. 

H 

Ha'amek Davar: 1893. 

HaChinuch: see Sefer HaChinuch. 
Hadassa *: 3399. 

Hadrian *: 3877, 3883, 3893, 39 « 3 - 
Hadura *: 2218. 

Hagaddah *: 4236 
Hagahot (Ramo - Shulchan Aruch): 
1570 . 

Hagahot Ashri: 1380. 

Hagahot HaRaShash: 1872. 

Hagahot HaShas: 1689. 

Hagahot Maimoniyot: 1298. 

Hagar *: 2033, 2096. 

R.Hai Gaon (III): 1050. 

R.Hai Gaon (III) *: 4757, 4798. 

R.Hai I (G) *: 4640, 4648. 

Mar R.Hai II (G) *: 4652, 4658. 
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Haidamack massacres: 1703, 1734, 
1736, 1768. 

Haifa: 1940. 

Hakdama (Introduction to sefer) *: 
4519 - 

Halachot Gedolot *: 4519. 

Halberstam (see Adm.R.Chaim). 
Halberstam, Ari: 1994. 

Halbesberg (R.Chaim Yeshayahu): 
1886. 

HaLevi (R.Yitzchak/Dorot 
HaRishonim): 1914. 

Halle (Germany): 1206. 

HaMa'or: 1150. 

Haman *: 3404. 

Hamas: 1996. 

Hamburg (R.Avraham Binyamin): 
1830. 

Hanover: 1349, 1451. 

Hanover (R.Natan Nata): 1683. 
Haran *: 1948. 

Haskala: 1783. 

Haskala (see maskilim). 

Haskamot (approbations): 1487. 
Hasmoneans (see Chashmona'im). 
Hatach *: 3404. 

HeAruch (Sefer): 1105. 

Hebrew Language: 1782, 1861, 
1882, 1890, 1914. 

Hebrew Language*: 2023. 

Hebrews *: 1723, 3338. 

Hebron (see Chevron). 

Heilbronn (Germany): 1298, 1490. 
Heilprin (R.Yechi'el): 1711. 

Heinrich Graetz: 1851. 

Heinrich Himmler: 1942. 

Helena *: 3810. 

Hellenists *: 3570, 3600, 3610, 
3628, 3634. 

Heller (R.Aryeh Leib - Ketzot 
HaChoshen): 1788. 

Heller (see Tos.Yom Tov). 

Hep! Hep! riots: 1819. 

Herod I (K) *: 3715, 3725, 3727, 
3729, 3742, 3750, 3760, 3761. 
Herod II *: 3804. 

Hertzog (R.Yitzchak): 1947. 
Heydrich, Reinhard: 1942 
Herzl (Theodore): 1895. 

R.Heschel (the RebbeR.Heschel'): 1654. 
Heshiv Moshe: 1808. 

Heter Iskah: 1599. 

Hevel *: 41. 

Hezekiah (see Chizkiyahu). 

Mar R Hilai I *: 4550, 4558. 

R.Hilai II *: 4583, 4587. 

Mar R.Hilai III *: 4658, 4665. 

Hilchot Nida (Sefer): 1421. 
Hildesheim (Germany): 1457. 
Hildesheimer (R.Azriel): 1869. 
R.Hillel: 1655. 

Hillel (HaZaken) *: 3696, 3729, 
3769, 3829. 

Hillel II *: 4119, 4121. 

Hillel Zeitlin: 1942. 

Himmler (Heinrich): 1942. 

Hiram *: 2928, 2964. 

Hirsch (see R.Shimshon Rapha'el). 
Hitler (Adolph): 1939. 

Hodonin (Moravia): 1774. 

Holland: 1940, 1942. 

Holocaust: see survivors; deniers. 
Holy Ark *: 2870, 2871, 2884, 

2892, 2935, 3285. 

Homel (Russia): 1903. 
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Hoover, President U.S.A.: 1927 
Horodenka (Poland): 1942. 

Horowitz (R.Yaakov Yitz. - see 
Chozeh). 

Horowitz (see R.Pinchas Ba'al 
HaHafla.). 

Horowitz (see R.Pinchas). 

Horowitz (see R.Yeshayahu - Shaloh). 
Horowitz (see RYisrael). 

Horowitz (see R.Yitz. 

-R.Itzik.Hamburg). 

Hoshea (K) *: 3187, 3195. 

Hoshea (P) *: 3142, 3167. 

Hotin (Bessarabia): 1941. 

Huesca (Spain): 1377. 

Huns *: 4215. 

R.Huna (A) *: 4018, 4050, 4058. 

Huna (bar Kahana) (E) *: 4280. 
R.Huna (V) *: 4320. 

R.Huna Brei D'R.Yehoshua (A) *: 4112. 
R.Huna I (G) *: 4400, 4405, 4410. 

Mar R.Huna II (G) *: 4449, 4479 - 
Mar R.Huna III (G) *: 4546, 4548, 4549. 
Hungarian rebels: 1683, 1704. 
Hungary: 1360, 1526, 1648 , 1882, 
1941, 1944, 1956. 

Hurodno (Lithuania): 1790. 
Hussites: 1421. 

Hutzal *: 3342. 

Hymarites *: 4285. 

Hyrkanos (Yoch.) (K) *: 364 
Hyrkanos II (K) *: 3688, 36 
3713 , 3715 , 3725 - 


I 


ibn Attar (see R.Chaim), 
ibn Chaviv (see Levi/Yaakov). 
ibn Ezra (see R.Avraham). 

R.Iddi (bar Avin) *: 4191, 4211. 

Ido (KG) *: 3488. 

Ido (P) *: 2985. 

Ifhauben (Austria): 1298. 

Ifran (Morocco): 1792. 
IggeretR.Sherira Gaon *: 4757. 

Iggrot Moshe: 1959. 

Iglau (Bohemia): 1421, 1426. 

Ilan Ramon: 2003. 

Ilya (Poland): 1942. 

Imrey Emess: 1948. 

Industrial Revolution: 1740. 
Inquisition: 1252, 1278, 1288, 1319, 
1320, 1553, 1559, 1570, 1756. 
Inquisition (Portuguese): 1540. 
Inquisition (Spanish): 1481, 1485, 
1488, 1492. 

Intafada: 1987 , 2000, 2001, 2004. 
Irad *: 130. 

Iraq: 1293, 1948, 1950, 1990, 1991, 
2003. 

Iraq (see also Bavel). 

Iraq *: 4705. 

Irith *: 2048. 

Isaac Mayer Wise: 1844. 

Ish Boshet (K) *: 2892. 

Isaiah (see Yeshayahu). 

Islam*: 4392, 4420, 4421. 

Islamic radicals: 1148, 2001. 

Israel (see Yisrael). 

R.Isser Zalman Meltzer: 1925, 1947, 
1953 - 

Isserles (see Ramo). 

Istanbul: 1453, 1665, 1986, 2003 . 


Italy: 1260, 1475, 1492, 1553, 1569, 
1798 , 1938. 

Italy *: 2573, 4631, 4692, 4715. 
Ithamar (ben Aharon) *: 2830. 

Ivan the Terrible: 1563. 

Ivtzan (S) *: 2785. 

Ivye (Poland-Lithuania): 1942. 

Iyov (Job) *: 2049, 2208, 2449. 
Izevel (Jezebel) *: 3021, 3041, 3055. 
Izmir (Turkey): 1665, 1841. 

Izyaslav (Poland): 1747. 

J 

Ja'en (Spain): 1391. 

Jacob (see Yaakov). 

Jacob Frank: 1757, 1759, 1772. 
Jacobson, Gershon: 1959. 

Jaffa (see Yaffo). 

Japan: 1941. 

Japanese diplomat: 1941 
Jason (Yeshua) *: 3610. 

Jassy (Moldavia): 1650, 1652, 1726, 
1821, 1827, 1941. 

Jastrow (Marcus): 1903. 

Jeremiah (see Yirmiyahu). 

Jeroboam (see Yerav'am). 

Jerusalem (see Yerushalayim). 

Jesus *: 3671, 3790. 

Jethro (see Yitro). 

Jews/Hebrews *: 3338 
Jewish "Enlightenment': 1783. 

Jewish clothing/dress (see Jews 
badge). 

Jewish Theological Seminary: 1 983 
Jews badge: 1198, 1216, 1221, 1250, 
1257, 1266, 1267, 1269, 1271, 
1278, 1303, 1393, 1406, 1412, 
1418, 1435, 1451, 1468, 1472, 
1517, 1525, 1530, 1551, 1555, 
1566, 1941. 

Jews badge *: 4610, 4764. 

Jews Tax (see tax). 

Jezebel (see Izevel). 

Jihlava (Bohemia): 1421, 1426. 

Job (see Iyov). 

Joel (see Yoel). 

John Calvin: 1543. 

Jonathan (see Yehon./Yon.). 

Jordan: 1948, 1967, 1994. 

Joseph (king of Khazars) *: 4715. 
Joseph (see Yosef). 

Joseph II: 1774 
Joseph Bakri: 1811. 

Joseph Lieberman (Senator): 2000. 
Josephus *: 3530, 3580, 3826, 3830. 
Joshua (see Yehoshua). 

Josiah (see Yoshiyahu). 

Judah (see Yehuda). 

Judenberg (Austria): 1312. 

Judith (see Yehudit). 

Julian *: 4121, 4123. 

Julius Caesar *: 3713. 

Justinian I *: 4295. 

K 


Kabbala: 1290, 1730, 1757. 
Kadan (Bohemia): 1650. 

Kaftor VaPherach: 1306. 

Kagan (RYisrael Meir/see Chafetz 
Chaim). 

R.Kahana (A) *: 4112. 

Mar R.Kahana (G) *: 4565, 4571. 


Kahane (Meir): 1990 , 2001 
Kahaneman (R.Yosef): 1941. 
Kaidanov (Russia): 1941. 

Kaidanover (see R.Aharon Shmuel). 
Kairou'an (Tunisia): 1050. 

Kairou'an (Tunisia) *: 4715. 

Kalev *: 2410, 2488, 2516, 2533. 
Kalisch (Poland): 1542, 1655, 1659, 
1706, 1708, 1763, 1914, 1919. 
Kalischer (R.Tzvi Hirsch): 1836. 
Kalliver Rebbe: 1781. 

Kalmana *: 41. 

Kamenka-Bugskaya (Poland): 1943. 
Kaminetz-Podolski (Poland): 1757. 
Kanpanton (see R.Yitzchak). 

Kanyev (Poland): 1768. 

Kaplan, Mordechai: 1922 
Karaites (see Kra'im). 

Karelitz (R.Avrm.Yeshyhu/see 
Chazon Ish). 

Karlin (Admurim/see R. Aharon). 
Karlin (Admurim/see R.Asher of 
Stolin). 

Karlin (Admurim/see R.Moshe). 
Karlin (Admurim/see R.Shlomo). 

Karo (see R.Ephrayim). 

Karo (see R.Yitzchak). 

Karo (see R.Yosef). 

Kasher (R.Menachem): 1925. 

Kasztner (Rudolf): 1944. 

Katz (R.Reuven): 1673. 

Kaunus (Lithuania): 1941. 

Kayin *: 41, 130, 622, 1656. 
Kazmierz (Cracow): 1677. 
Kedarla'omer *: 2006. 

Kedushat Levi (see R.Levi Yitz.Berd.). 
kehilla : 1851 
Kehot *: 2235, 2368. 

Kelin (R.Shmuel): 1807. 

Kesef Mishneh: 1575. 

Kessarin (Caesaria) *: 3995, 4060. 
Kesset HaSofer: 1886. 

Keturah *: 2096. 

Ketzot HaChoshen: 1788. 

Keynan *: 325, 1235. 

Khartumim *: 2229; 2448. 

Khazars *: 4500, 4715. 

Khrushchev: 1959. 

Kielce (Poland): 1946. 

Kiev (Russia): 1829, 1911, 1919, 
1941. 

Kimchi (R.David - see Radak). 
Kishinev: 1903, 1907, 1941. 

Kitev (Poland): 1942. 

Kitev (see R. Avraham Gershon). 
kitniyos on Pesach *: see chart 

TAKKANOT HAGE'ONIM 

Kitzingen (Germany): 1243, 1778. 
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch: 1886. 

Mar R.Kiyumi I *: 4587, 4590. 

Mar R.Kiyumi II *: 4648, 4666. 

Klausenberg (Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda 
of): 1945. 

Kletzk (Lithuania): 1941, 1942. 

Kli Yakar: 1619. 

Adm.R.Klonymos Kalman of Cracow: 1823. 
R.Klonymos of Rome: 1096. 

Kluger (see R.Shlomo). 

knass *: see chart takkanot hage'onim 

Knesset HaGedola: 1673. 

Koblenz (Germany): 1265, 1418. 
Kobrin (Poland): 1942. 

Kobrin (see R.Moshe of). 

Kohen Gadol *: 3550, 3648, 3668, 
3680, 3729, 3781. 
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R.Kohen Tzedek I *: 4603, 4608. 

Mar R.Kohen Tzedek II *: 4677, 4686, 

4695 - 

Koldychevo: 1944. 

Komarno (Adm.R.Aizik(el) of): 1874. 
Kook (see R.Avraham Yitzchak). 
Korach *: 2449. 

Korban HaEida: 1743. 

Korban Netanel: 1769. 

Koretz (Poland): 1941, 1942. 
Korneuburg (Austria): 1298. 

Korsun (Poland): 1734, 1768. 
Kosciuszko: 1794. 

Kossov (Poland): 1941. 

Kotler (see R.Aharon). 

Kotzk (see Adm.R.Menachem 
Mendel). 

Kovno (Lithuania): 1941. 

Kozhnitz (see R.Yisrael/Maggid of). 
Kra'im (Kara'ites): 1165, 1791, 1827, 
1863, 1853, 1942. 

Kra'im (Kara'ites) *: 3628, 4523, 
4690. 

Krantz (R.Yaakov): 1804. 

Krems (Austria): 1349. 

Kremieniec: 1580 

Krochmal (see R.Menachem M.). 

Krotoszyn (Poland): 1656, 1704. 

Ktav Sofer: 1839, 1869, 1920. 

Kurt Waldheim : 1987 
Kush *: 1557. 

Kuthim (Samaritans) *: 33 
3426, 3448, 3570, 358 
3810, 4046. 

Kuty (Poland): 1942. 

Kuwait: 1990 
Kuzari: 1105, 1167. 


Lachva (Poland-Lithuania): 1942. 
Ladino: 1724. 

Laibach (Austria): 1515. 

Lakewood (New Jersey): 1941. 
Lampronti (R.Yitzchak): 1756. 
Landau (Germany): 1468. 

Landau (R.Yech. - see Noda 
BiYehuda). 

Lapidut *: 2654. 

Lau, R.Yisrael Meir: 1993 
Lausanne (Switzerland): 1349. 
Lavan *: 2049, 2192, 2205. 

Le Brule (France): 1321. 

Le Mans (France): 1289. 

Leah *: 2192, 2216. 
learned women: 1190, 1585, 1614, 
1646, 1689, 1733 , 1745 , 1917 - 
learned women *: 3909. 

Lebanese Invasion: 1982. 

Lebanon: 1948, 1982, 1985, 2000. 
Lecha Dodi (piyut): 1570. 

Lechem Mishneh: 1575. 

Leczyca (Poland): 1639, 1656. 
Lehman (Marcus): 1854. 

R.Leibele Eger: : 1900 
Leibovitz (R.Boruch Ber): 1941. 
Lemberg (see Lvov). 

Lemech I *: 130, 395, 1656. 

Lemech II *: 874, 1651, 2255. 
R.Lemlein: 1500. 

Leningrad: 1944. 

Leo Baeck: 1945 
Leon Klinghoffer: 1985 
Rbnu.Leontin: 1040. 


Leszno (Poland): 1706, 1709, 1767. 
Levi *: 2195, 2218, 2332. 

R.Levi ben Gershom (see Ralbag). 

R.Levi ibn Chaviv: 1516, 1538. 

R.Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev: 1772, 
1781, 1809, 1841. 

R.Levi Yitzchak Schneersohn: 1944. 
Levin (R.Aryeh/Tzadik of 
Yerushalayim): 1969. 

Levushim (Sefer): 1557. 

Libava (Latvia): 1941. 
libel: 1663, 1728, 1755, 1857. 
libel (desecration): 1243, 1298, 

1312, 1326, 1336, 1338, 1367, 
1370 , 1377 , 1404. 1421, 1453 . 
1478, 1492, 1504, 1510, 1556, 
1605, 1630. 
libel (see blood libel). 

Libya: 1970. 

Lieberman, Joseph (Senator): 2000. 
Liepaja (Latvia): 1941. 

Lifshitz (R.Shlomo Zalman/Chemdat 
Shlo.): 1821. 

Likutei MoHoran: 1810. 

Lilienthal (Max): 1843. 

Lilli (Jacob) Meier: 1945. 

Lima (see R.Moshe). 

Limburg (Netherlands): 1309. 
Lincoln (England): 1255. 

Lindau (Germany): 1430. 

Lipshutz (R.Yisrael/Tiferet Yisrael): 
1837. 

Lisbon: 1449, 1506, 1540. 

Lissa (Poland): 1706, 1709, 1767. 
Lithuania: 1495, 1503, 1566, 1648, 
1650, 1941. 

Little Poland: 1580 
Ljubjana (Yugoslavia): 1515. 

Lod (Lydda) *: 3858, 3867. 

RLoew (see Maharal). 

London: 1158, 1189, 1278. 

Lorraine (France): 1477. 

Lot *: 2048. 

Louvain (Belgium): 1309. 

Lowicz (Poland): 1516. 

Lubavitch (Admurim/see R.Dov Ber). 
Lubavitch (Admurim/see R.Shneur 
Zalman). 

Lubavitch (Admurim/see 
Schneersohn). 

Lubavitch (Russia): 1941. 

Lublin (Poland): 1580, 1636, 1655, 
1939 , 1945 - 
Lucca (Italy): 1489. 

Lucene (Spain) (see Alusina). 

Lud *: 1558. 

Ludmir (Poland): 1942. 

Lunel (Provence): 1148, 1150, 1202, 
1203. 

Lunshitz (Poland): 1639, 1656. 

Luria (see R.David/Radal). 

Luria (see R.Shlomo/Maharshal). 
Luria (see R.Yitzchak/Ari'zal). 

Luther Martin: 1543. 

Lutz, Carl: 1944. 

Lutzk (Poland): 1941, 1942. 

Luzzatto (see R.Moshe Chaim). 

Lvov (Poland): 1580, 1664, 1702, 
1757 , 1918, 1941, 1942, 1943 - 
Lysyanka (Poland): 1768. 

M 


Ma'or VaShemesh: 1823. 


R.Maari Surgo *: 4349, 4368, 4380. 
Maccabees (see Chashmona'im). 
Macedonians: 1940. 

Machalat *: 2000, 2171, 2218. 
Machatzit HaShekel: 1807. 

Machazik Bracha: 1806. 

Machberet *: 4715. 
machines: 1857. 

Machzor Vitry: 1105, 1290. 

Maday *: 1556. 

maftir *: see chart takkanot hage'onim 
Magen Avot: 1407. 

Magen Avraham: 1648, 1660, 1673, 
1712. 

Maggid Mishneh: 1344. 

Maggid of Dubno: 1804, 1820. 

Maggid of Kozhnitz (see R.Yisrael). 
Maggid of Mezeritsch: 1770, 1772, 
1783, 1786, 1809, 1814, 1827. 
Magog *: 1556. 

Maharal of Prague: 1573, 1592, 

1599. 1609, 1616. 

Maharam (Lublin): 1616, 1640. 
Maharam Alashkar: 1492, 1510. 
Maharam Esh: 1714, 1741. 

Maharam Levi: 1388. 

Maharam Lublin: 1616, 1640. 
Maharam MeRothenburg: 1286, 

1293, 1298, 1303, 1307. 
Maharam Mintz I: 1460. 

Maharam Mintz II: 1831. 

Maharam Padua: 1565. 

Maharam Schick: 1861, 1869. 
Maharam Schiff: 1631. 
Maharashdam: 1575. 

Maharay: 1421, 1454, 1460. 

Mahari Mintz: 1565. 

Maharik: 1480, 1488. 

Maharil: 1427, 1451. 

Mahariv: 1451, 1454, 1460. 
Maharsha: 1614, 1631. 

Maharshak: 1655. 

Maharshal: 1557, 1573, 1614, 1619. 
Maharyah: 1491, 1492, 1493. 
Maidanek: 1942. 

R.Maimon ben Yosef: 1148. 

Maimonides (see Rambam). 

Mainz (see Mayence). 

Majorca: 1435. 

R.Malachi: 1767. 

Malachi (P) *: 3392. 

Malbim: 1858, 1864. 

Malchut *: 2061. 

R.Malka I *: 4531, 4533. 

R.Malka II *: 4652. 

Malka Roth ( Keren Matki ): 2001. 
Malkiel *: 2218. 

Malkitzedek *: 1558. 

Mantua (Italy): 1478, 1602, 1630. 
R.Mar (barR.Huna) *: 4369, 4380. 

Mar bar Rav Ashi *: 4214, 4227. 

Mar Zutra (I) (E) *: 4280, 4298, 

4311, 4318. 

Mar Zutra (II) *: 4318, 4349. 

Mar Zutra (V) *: 4236. 

Marcus (David/'Mickey'): 1948. 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus *: 3925. 
Marcus Jastrow: 1903. 

Marcus Lehman: 1854. 

Mareimar *: 4187, 4191. 

Margolis (R.Ephrayim Zalman): 

1828. 

Margolis (R.Mordechai - Darkei 
Teshuva): 1828. 
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Margolis (R.Moshe - Pnei Moshe): 
1781. 

R.Mari I (G) *: 4511, 4519. 

Mar R.Mari II (G) *: 4536, 4540. 

Maria Theresa: 1745, 1746, 1774. 

Marijampole (Lithuania): 1941. 

Marrakesh (Morocco): 1232, 1558. 

Marranos: 1391, 1481, 1483, 1488, 
1489, 1492 , 1497 , 1540 , 1553 , 
1583, 1593 , 1625, 1630, 1644, 
1647, 1649, 1652, 1655, 1656. 

Marranos (see also secret Jews). 

Martha (bat Baytuss) *: 3680. 

Martin Buber: 1965. 

Martin Luther: 1543. 

Masechtot Ketanot *: 4320. 

maskilim: 1814, 1819, 1820, 1838, 
1843, 1844, 1857, 1864, 1879, 
1881, 1882. 

massacre: 1066, 1096, 1099, 1189, 
1190, 1196, 1197, 1206, 1209, 
1221, 1230, 1232, 1235, 1236, 
1241, 1244, 1247, 1260, 1264, 
1265, 1266, 1283, 1286, 1290, 
1291, 1298, 1301, 1303, 1309, 
1320, 1321, 1328, 1336, 1337, 
1338 , 1349 , 1350 , 1355 , 1358 , 
1360, 1370, 1389, 1391, 1399, 
1400, 1401, 1421, 1449, 1453, 
1454, 1459, 1464, 146‘f 
1474, 1510, 1518, 1534 
1541, 1547, 1556, 1563 
1593, 1595, 1605, 164! 


1655, 1656, 1659, 1664, 100/, 
1682, 1683, 1686, 1687, 1734, 
1736, 1749, 1753 , 1761, 1767, 
1792, 1795, 1801, 1805, 1822, 
1839, 1859, i860, 1864, 1882, 
1903, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1918, 
1919, 1920, 1921, 1929, 1934, 
1936 , 1938 , 1939 , 1940 , 1941, 
1942, 1943 , 1944 , 1945 , 1948, 


1952 . 

massacre *: 3874, 3894, 3903, 4111, 
4692, 4795. 

massacres (major)*: 3829, 3874, 
3893, 4020. 

Massada *: 3727, 3831. 

Mata Mechassiya *: 4131. 

Matanot Kehuna: 1584. 

Mathausen: 1945. 

Matteh Aharon: 1690. 

Matteh Ephrayim: 1828. 

Mattityahu (Chashmona'i) *: 3621, 
3622. 

R.Mattityahu (G) *: 4617, 4619, 4628. 
R.Mattityahu Treves: 1363. 

Mavoh LaTalmud: 1055. 

Max Lilienthal: 1843, 1844. 

Mayence (Germany): 1040, 1096, 
1257, 1281, 1283, 1298, 1349, 
1460, 1483. 

Mayence (Germany) *: 4772. 

Mayer Anschel Rothschild: 1836. 
Me'am Lo'ez: 1724. 

Me'ir Eynei Chachamim: 1616. 

Me'iri (R.Menachem): 1270. 

Mechilta *: 3894. 

Mechuyael *: 130. 

Mechuza *: 4058, 4098, 4318. 
Mecklenburg (Germany): 1492. 
Medad (P) *: 2449, 2516. 

Medan *: 2096. 

Medini (R.Chaim Chizkiyah): 1899. 
Medzibuzh (Poland): 1648. 


Megaleh Amukot: 1640. 

Meginei Shlomo (R.Yehoshua Falk): 

1640, 1670. 

Mehalalel *: 395, 1290. 

Mehr (Germany): 1096. 

Meier (Jacob), Lilli: 1945. 

R.Meir (ben Yekutiel): 1298. 

R.Meir (ib)n Gabbai: 1492. 

Meir (Marcus) Lehman: 1854. 

R.Meir (T) *: 3908, 3925. 

R.Meir Abulafia: 1202. 

R.Meir ben Baruch (Maharam Levi): 
1388. 

R.Meir ben Baruch (see Maharam 
Roth.). 

R.Meir Eisenstadt (see Maharam Esh). 

R.Meir Kahane: 1990 

R.Meir Leib(ush) (see Malbim). 

Adm.R.Meir of Apta: 1827, 1866. 

R.Meir of Lublin (see Maharam). 

R.Meir Shapira (the Lubliner Rav): 
1923. 

R.Meir Simcha: 1888. 

Adm.R.Meir(el) Premishlaner: 1850. 

Meiri: 1270. 

Meisharim (Sefer): 1334. 

Meishiv Davar: 1893. 

Meknes (Morocco): 1247. 

Meltzer (see R.Isser Zalman). 
R.Menachem (G) *: 4617, 4619. 
Menachem (K) *: 3154. 

Menachem (Noach) *: 1056. 
R.Menachem Azaryah of Fano: 1570. 

Menachem Begin: 1979. 

R.Menachem ben Saruk *: 4715. 
R.Menachem ibn Zerach: 1306, 1328, 
1370. 

R.Menachem Kasher: 1925. 
R.Menachem Mann Shach: 1988, 2001. 
R.Menachem Me'iri: 1270. 

R.Menachem Mendel Auerbach: 1689. 

Menachem Mendel Beilis: 1911. 
R.Menachem Mendel Krochmal: 1661, 
1670. 

Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Kossov: 1884. 
Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Kotzk: 1827, 
1859, 1900, 1910. 

Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch: 
1827. 

Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Rymanov: 

1812, 1815, 1827, 1841. 
R.Menachem Mendel of Shklov: 1809. 
R.Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk: 1772, 
1777. 

Adm.R.Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz: 1884. 
Adm.R.Menachem Mendel Schneersohn: 

1940, 1944, 1950, 1988, 1991; 
1994. 

R.Menachem of Recanti: 1290. 
R.Menachem Zemba: 1943. 

R.Menasheh (G) *: 4548, 4549, 4556. 
Menasheh (K) *: 3228, 3283. 
Menasheh *: 2235. 

Menasheh ben Yisrael: 1656. 
Mendelovitz (R.Shraga Faivel): 1921. 
Mendelssohn (Moshe): 1783. 
Menelaus *: 3610. 

Menora *: 3622. 

Menorat HaMa'or: 1389. 

Merimat *: 2218. 

Meriva *: 2061. 

Merusha *: 2218. 

R.Mesharshiya (G) *: 4590, 4601. 
Mesharshiya bar Tachlifa *: 4410. 
Meshech *: 1556. 


Meshed (Persia): 1839. 

Mesilat Yesharim: 1747. 

Mesivta (see Metivta). 

Mesorat HaShas: 1689. 

Metivta *: 3995, 4349. 

Metushael *: 130. 

Metushelach *: 687, 987, 1056, 

1656. 

Metz (France): 1096, 1670, 1793. 
Metzudat David: 1770. 

Metzudat Tzion: 1770. 

R.Mevasser *: 4677. 

Mexico: 1528, 1649. 

Mexico City: 1550. 

Mey Shiloah: 1900 
Michah (P) *: 3167. 

Michah *: 2573, 2964. 

Michal *: 2883. 

R.Michal Dov Weismandel: 1944. 
Michiyahu (P) *: 3024, 3041. 

Michlal Yofi: 1636. 

Midrash David: 1237. 

Midrash Rbnu.Bachya: 1291. 

Midyan *: 2096, 2218. 

Miedzyborz (Poland): 1648. 

Miessen (Germany): 1430. 

MiG (airplane): 1943. 

Migdal Oz: 1336. 

Mihu Yehudi: 1958, 1988. 

Mikhail Gorbachev: 1987 
Mikra'ot Gedolot: 1516. 

Mikulov (Moravia): 1719. 

Milan (Italy): 1320, 1597. 

Milchamot HaShem: 1338. 

Milka *: 2049. 

Miller, R.Avigdor: 2001. 

Minchat Chinuch: 1874. 

Minchat Yaakov: 1733. 
minhag ashkenazim *: see chart 

TAKKANOT HAGE'ONIM 

minhag Sephardim *: see chart 

TAKKANOT HAGE'ONIM 

Minhagey Maharil: 1427. 

Minorca *: 4178. 

Minsk (Russia): 1941, 1942, 1943. 
Minsk-Mazowiecki (Poland): 1942. 
Mintz (R.Moshe/Maharam): 1831. 
Minyan Shtarot: 1517. 

Minyan Shtarot *: 3449. 

Mir (Lithuania): 1941. 

Miriam (and 7 sons) *: 3610. 

Miriam (Herod's wife) *: 3725. 
Miriam *: 2361, 2487. 

Miriam Beilla: 1585. 

Misgeret HaShulchan: 1886. 

Misha'el *: 3319, 3340, 3426. 
Mishkan *: 2449, 2488, 2503, 2870, 
2871, 2884, 2928. 

Mishmeret HaBayit: 1293, 1310. 
Mishna *: 3925, 3949. 

Mishna Berura: 1873. 

Mishneh LeMelech: 1724, 1727. 
Mishneh Torah: 1204. 
missiles: 1991 

Mitnagdim: 1760, 1772, 1798, 1841. 
Mitzrayim *: 1557. 

Mizrachi (R.Eliyahu): 1525. 

Mo'av *: 2048. 

Mohammed (see Muhammad.) 
Mogilev (Poland-Russia): 1645, 1655, 
1723, 1825. 

Mogilev-Podolski (Poland): 1761. 
Molcho (Shlomo): 1532. 

Moldavia: 1648 
Mongols: 1260, 1291. 
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Montefiore (Sir Moses): 1827, 1840, 
1846, 1858, 1864. 

Moors *: 4471. 

Moravia: 1454. 

Mordechai (Pirush): 1298. 

Mordechai *: 3327, 3390, 3399, 
3404, 3405, 3406, 3426. 
Mordechai Anilevitch: 1943. 
R.Mordechai ben Hillel Ashkenazi: 

1298. 

R.Mordechai Benet: 1817, 1827. 
R.Mordechai Gifter: 1945, 2001. 
Mordechai Kaplan: 1922. 

Adm.R.Mordechai of Chernobyl: 1797, 1837. 
Adm.R.Mordechai of Lechevitch: 1798, 1884. 
R.Mordechai Yaffe: 1557, 1592, 1599. 
Adm.R.Mordechai Yosef Izbitzer: 1900. 

Moreh Nevuchim: 1204. 
Morgentheim (Austria): 1298. 
Morocco: 1465, 1493, 1668, 1741, 
i860, i960. 

Morocco *: 4454. 

Morteira (see R.Shaul L.). 

Moscow: 1891. 

Moses (see Moshe). 

R.Moshe (G) *: 4590, 4601. 

R.Moshe (HaShavui) *: 4715. 

Moshe *: 2368, 2410, 2447, 

2488. 

R.Moshe Alshich: 1572, 1575. 

R.Moshe hen Maimon (see Ran 
R.Moshe ben Nachman (see Re 
R.M oshe Chaim Luzzatto (Ram 
1738 1747. 

R.Moshe Cordovero (see Ramak). 
R.Moshe de Leon: 1290. 

R.Moshe Feinstein: 1959. 

R.Moshe Frankfurter: 1723. 

R.Moshe HaDarshan: 1055, 1105. 
R.Moshe Isserles (see Ramo). 

R.Moshe Lima: 1640, 1655. 

R.Moshe Margolis: 1781. 

Moshe Mendelssohn: 1783. 

R.Moshe Mintz (Maharam Mintz): 1831. 
Moshe Montefiore (Sir) (see 
Montefiore). 

R.Moshe of Coucy: 1236, 1240. 

Adm.R.Moshe of Karlin/Stolin: 1942. 
Adm.R.Moshe of Kobrin: 1884. 

Adm.R.Moshe of Sighet: 1979. 

R.Moshe Rivkes: 1655. 

R.Moshe Schick: 1861. 

R.Moshe Sofer (see Chassam Sofer). 
Adm.R.Moshe Teitelhaum (Yismach Moshe): 
1808, 1841. 

R.Moshe Zacuto: 1697. 

Moslem (see Islam.) 
mosque *: 4421. 

Mostaganem (Algeria): 1897. 
R.Mottel of Chernobyl: 1797. 
Muehlhausen (Germany): 1349, 
1472, 1543. 

Muenz (R.Moshe): 1831. 

Muhammad *: 4392, 4420. 

Munhaz *: 3810. 

Munich: 1285. 

Munkatch (Admurim/see 
Adm.R.Chaim Elaz.). 

Munkatch (Admurim/see 
Adm.R.Tzvi Hirsch). 

Mussar: 1540, 1848. 

Mussolini: 1938. 


N 


Na'ama *: 395, 974, 1554. 
R.Nachman I (A) *: 4058. 

R.Nachman II (bar Yitzchak) (A) *: 
4112. 

R.Nachman III (bar Huna) (A) *: 4211, 
4214. 

R.Nachman of Bratslav: 1810. 
R.Nachman of Horodenka: 1764. 
Nachmanides (see Ramban). 

Nachor I *: 1849, 1997, 2049. 
Nachor II *: 1948, 2048, 2049, 
2084. 

Nachshon (ben Aminadav) *: 2449, 
2785. 

R.Nachshon (G) *: 4636, 4644. 
Nachum (P) *: 3228. 

Nachum Goldmann: 1952 
R.Nachum of Chernobyl: 1772, 1797. 
Nadav (K) *: 2985, 2986. 

Nadav *: 2449. 

Nadvorna (Poland): 1941. 

Naftali *: 2195, 2218. 

Naftali Busnach: 1805. 
Adm.R.Naftali of Ropshytz: 1812, 1827, 
1830. 

Adm.R.Naftali Tzvi of Bobov: 2000. 

R.Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin: 1893. 
Nagyszombat: 1494., 1537, 1539. 
Mar R.Nahilai *: 4457, 4475. 

Nancy (France): 1477. 

Naples (Italy): 1290, 1487, 1510, 
1541 - 

Napoleon: 1798, 1799, 1807, 1812. 
Narbonne (Provence): 1148, 1236. 
Narol (Poland): 1648. 

Nassi *: 3550. 

R.Natan (HaBavli) (T) *: 3908, 3925. 

Natan (P) *: 2892, 2924. 

R.Natan Adler: 1782, 1806. 

R.Natan ben Yechi'el: 1105. 

R.Natan Nata Hanover: 1683. 

R.Natan Shapiro: 1640. 

Nathanson (R.Yosef Shaul): 1857. 
R.Natroy *: 4515, 4519. 

Natrunai (E) *: 4531. 

Mar R.Natrunai I (G) *: 4479, 4499. 

R.Natrunai II (G) *: 4613, 4618. 
Navarre (Spain): 1328, 1498. 

Navot *: 3041. 

Nazis: 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 
1943 , 1944 , 1945 - 
Nebuchadnetzar *: 3319, 3327, 

3336 , 3338 , 3340 , 3346 , 3352 , 
3364 - 

R.Nechemyah (G) *: 4720, 4728. 
Nechemyah *: 3390, 3426, 3438. 
Nefesh HaChayim: 1821. 

Neharde'a *: 3342, 3979, 3990, 
4019, 4058, 4396, 4420. 
R.Nehorai *: 3909. 

Nemirov (Poland): 1648. 

Nero *: 3826. 

Nesvizh (Lithuania): 1941, 1942. 
R.Netanel Weil: 1769. 

Netanya: 1945 
Netherlands: 1350. 

Netivot HaMishpat: 1809. 

Netziv: 1893. 

Neuchatel (Switzerland): 1288. 
Neuss: 1096, 1197. 

Neutitschein (Moravia): 1563. 

Nevat *: 2964. 


Neve Shalom synagogue: 1986, 2003. 
New Amsterdam: 1654. 

New York: 1654, 1776, 1888, 1991 
Newton, (Sir Isaac): 1664 
Nicholas II: : 1905, 1917 
niddui *: see chart takkanot hage'onim 
Nikolayev (Russia): 1829. 

Nikolsburg (Moravia): 1719. 

Nimrod *: 1787, 1958, 1996, 2000, 
2123. 

Nimukei Yosef: 1393. 

R.Nissim ben Reuven (see Ran). 
Rbnu.Nissim Gaon: 1050, 1088. 

Nitai (Ha'arbeli) *: 3610, 3623, 
3688. 

Nitey Gavriel: 1988. 

No'am Elimelech (see R.Elimel. of 
Liz.). 

Noach *: 1056, 1536, 1554, 1656, 
1657, 1658, 1958, 2006, 2255. 
Noah (see Noach). 

Noda BiYehuda: 1754, 1782, 1783, 
1810. 

North Africa: 1198, 1391, 1435, 
1492, 1864, 1973. 

North Africa *: 3883, 4234, 4715. 
Norway: 1940. 

Norwich (England): 1144, 1190. 
Novardok (Russia): 1941, 1942. 
Novgorod-Seversk (Ukraine): 1918. 
Novi Sad (Yugoslavia): 1942. 
Novogrodek (Russia): 1941, 1942. 
Novoselitsa (Bessarabia): 1941. 

Novy Jicin (Moravia): 1563. 
Nuremberg (Germany): 1298, 1349, 
1467, 1498, 1946. 

Nussach *: 4715. 

o 


oath more judaico: 1827. 

Oberwesel (Germany): 1286. 

Odessa (Russia): 1821, 1859, 1871, 
1905, 1941. 

Ofran (Morocco): 1792. 

Og *: 1656, 2487. 

Oheiv Yisrael: 1825. 

Olesnica (Silesia): 1492. 

Oliver Cromwell: 1656. 

Ollelot Ephrayim: 1619. 

Omri (K) *: 3010. 

Onias (Chonyo) *: 3610. 

Onkelus I *: 3841. 

Onkelus II *: 3841. 

Opatow (Poland): 1656. 

Or HaChayim: 1741. 

Or HaShem: 1391. 

Or Same'ach: 1888. 

Or Zaru'a: 1244. 

Orange (France): 1505. 

Orchot Chayim: 1306. 

Orchot Tzadikim: 1540 
Oria (Italy) *: 4631, 4685. 

R.Oshiya *: 3949, 3995, 4060. 

Oshmyany (Lithuania): 1831, 1941. 
Oslo T Kgreementf: 1993, 1995. 

Oslo (Norway): 1993 
Osnat *: 2205, 2229. 

Ostraha (Poland): 1941. 

Ostrog (Poland): 1580, 1941. 

Ostrov Mazovyetzka (Poland): 1939. 
Oswiecim (Poland) (see Auschwitz). 
Othniel (S) *: 2533, 2573. 

Otzar HaPoskim: 1947. 
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Ovadya (P) *: 3021, 3024. 

R.Ovadya Bertinura: 1488. 

R.Ovadya Seforno: 1542. 

P 

P.L.O.: 1964, 1969, 1970, 1982, 
1993 - 

Pachad Yitzchak: 1756. 

Pale of Settlement: 1791, 1853, 1917. 
Palestine Liberation Org. (see P.L.O.). 
Palestine Mandate: 1920. 

Palma (Majorca): 1391. 

Palmyra *: 4019. 

R.Paltui *: 4601, 4617. 

Pam (R.Avrohom Yaakov ): 2001. 
Pamplona (Spain): 1277. 

Panevezys (Lithuania): 1941. 
R.Pappa *: 4112, 4131. 

Pappa bar Nazer *: 4019. 

Pardes Rimmonim: 1570. 

Paris: 1181, 1242, 1380, 1394. 
Parthian *: 3986. 

partisan groups: 1942, 1943, 1944. 
Passau (Germany): 1478. 
Pastoureaux Crusaders: 1320. 

Patras (Greece): 1595. 

Patria: 1940. 
patrilineal descent: 1983 
Pavia (Italy): 1225. 

Pavoloch (Poland): 1736. 

Pe'at HaShulchan: 1809. 

Peasants War: 1525. 

Pekach (K) *: 3166, 3183, 

Pekachya (K) *: 3164, 3166. 

Peleg *: 1757, 1996. 

Peliliah *: 2000. 

Penijel, R.Raphael Meir : 1869. 
Pentagon (Washington D.C.) :200l. 
Peremyshlany (Ukraine): 1941. 
R.Peretz (ben Yitzchak): 1349. 

Peretz *: 2410. 

R.Peretz HaKohen: 1391. 

R.Peretz of Corbeil: 1290, 1298. 

Perisha: 1614. 

Perpignan (France): 1319, 1391, 
1485, 1493. 

Pershisskha (Admurim/see 
Adm.R.Simcha). 

Pershisskha (Admurim/see Yehudi). 
Persia: 1291, 1661. 

Persia (see also Bavel after 3390). 
Persia *: 3390, 3412, 3448, 3721, 
3986. 

Persian Empire *: 3986. 

Peru: 1570. 

Perugia (Italy): 1485. 

Perushim *: 3570, 3634, 3648, 

3680, 3688, 3700. 

Pesaro (Italy): 1798. 

Pessel Michah *: 2573, 2870. 

Petach Tikva: 1921. 

Peter Stuyvesant: 1654. 

Peter the Great: 1706 
Petrokov (Poland): 1590, 1939. 
Pezinok (Hungary): 1529. 

Pharaoh *: 2033, 2229. 

Pharisees (see Perushim). 

Philo(n) *: 3800. 
philosophy: 1305. 
pidyon haben *: see chart takkanot 
hage'onim 

Pilegesh BeGiv'a *: 2573. 

Pilsen (Bohemia): 1504. 


Pinchas (ben Elazar) *: 2488, 2516, 
2830. 

R.Pinchas Horowitz: 1585. 

R.Pinchas Horowitz (Ba'al HaHafla'a): 

1772, 1782, 1783, 1806. 

R.Pinchas of Koretz: 1760. 

Adm.R.Pinchas Menachem of Gur: 1992 
Pinsk: 1919. 

Pinsk (Russia): 1942. 

Piotrkow (Poland): 1590, 1939. 

Piove Di Sacco: 1475. 

Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer *: 3834. 

Pirush Rash: 1187. 

Pisa (Italy): 1221. 

Piskei HaRecanti: 1290. 

Pitchei Teshuva: 1856. 
piyutim *: 3909, 4690, 4715, 4631, 
4772 

piyutim: 1040, 1055, 1105, 1171, 
1184, 1191, 1197, 1217, 1570, 
1869. 

plague: 1342, 1349, 1677, 1680, 
1708, 1709, 1715, 1716, 1741, 
1747 , 1770 . 

Plato *: 3339. 

Plonsk (Poland): 1948 
Plunge (Lithuania): 1948. 

Plungyan (Lithuania): 1948. 

Pnei Moshe: 1781. 

Pnei Yehoshua I: 1640. 

Pnei Yehoshua II: 1702, 1718, 1730, 
1733 , 1741 , 1754 , 1772 . 
Podgaitsy (Poland): 1667. 

Podhayetz (Poland): 1667. 

Poesing (Hungary): 1529. 
Pogrebishche (Poland): 1736. 
pogrom: 1881, 1897, 1903, 1905, 
1906, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1929, 
1938, 1941, 1946, 1991. 
pogrom (see massacre). 

Poland: 1266, 1267, 1278, 1334, 
1407, 1454, 1464, 1483, 1537, 
1580, 1648, 1655, 1659, 1736, 
1757 , 1764. 1772 , 1791, 1792 , 
1794 , 1938, 1939 , 1940, 1942, 
1943 , 1944 , 1945 - 
Poland-Lithuania: 1096, 1350, 1580, 
1648. 

Polannoe (Poland): 1648. 

Poliak (see R.Yaakov). 

Polonnoye (Poland): 1648. 

Polotzk (Lithuania): 1563. 

Pompey *: 3700. 

Ponary: 1941, 1944. 

Ponevitch (Lithuania): 1941. 

Pope: i946. 

Pope (John Paul II): 1986, 1993 
Portugal: 1391, 1483, 1492, 1496. 
Portugal: (see Skulener): 1982 
Posen (Poland): 1577, 1580, 1590, 
1592, 1620, 1687, 1716, 1736, 
1755, 1821. 

Posquieres (Provence): 1198. 

Potiphar *: 2216. 

Potiphera *: 2205, 2229. 

Poznan (see Posen). 

Prague: 1096, 1389, 1399, 1400, 
1557, 1568, 1592, 1613, 1629, 
1630, 1648, 1680, 1689, 1741, 
1745 , 1754 - 

Premishlaner (R.Meir(el)): 1850. 
Premyshl (Poland): 1939. 

Pressburg (Hungary): 1096, 1806. 
Pri Chadash: 1692. 
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Pri Etz Chaim: 1572. 

Pri Megadim: 1773. 

Pri Tzadik : 1900 
printing: 1475, 1487. 
prisoner exchange: 1983 , J985 
Procurator *: 3770. 

R, Profiat (Yitzchak) Duran: 1391. 
Proskurov (Ukraine): 1919. 
Provence (S.E.France): 1172, 1350, 
1485, 1489, 1501. 

Prussia (Germany): 1772. 

Przemysl (Poland): 1630, 1659, 
1939 . 

Przytyk (Poland): 1936. 

Ptolemy *: 3454. 

Pulkau (Austria): 1338. 

Pum Nahara *: 4112. 

Pumpedita *: 4019, 4058, 4320, 
4349 , 4479 , 4671, 4798 . 
Purim (local): 1236, 1524, 1648. 
Put *: 1557. 

Q 


R 

Ra'ah: 1293, 1319. 

Ra'avad: 1198. 

Ra'avad I: 1126. 

Ra'avad II: 1198. 

Ra'avad III: 1150, 1172, 1198. 

Rabbah (bar Nachmani) *: 4060, 
4069, 4081. 

Rabbah Tospha'a *: 4227, 4234. 

Rabbanan Savurai (see Savurai). 

Rabbenu Tam: 1147, 1161, 1164, 
1171, 1175, 1187, 1189, 1190, 
1191, 1192. 

Rabin, Yitzchak: 1948, 1995 

Rabinovitz (R.Azriel): 1941. 

Rabinowitz (R.Yitzchak HaLevi): 
1914. 

Rachav *: 2488. 

Rachel *: 2192, 2208. 

Radak: 1148, 1191, 1232. 

Radin (Lithuania): 1942. 

Radomsk (Adm.R.Shlomo of): 1866. 

Radomsk (Poland): 1943. 

Radomyshl (Poland): 1941. 

Radoshkovichi (Poland): 1942. 

Radvaz: 1492, 1517, 1553. 

Radziwillow (Poland): 1942. 

Ralbag (Gersonides): 1338, 1344. 

Rama MiFano: 1570. 

Ramah: 1202, 1232, 1244. 

Ramak (Cordovero): 1570, 1572, 
1575 - 

RaMaZ: 1697. 

Rambarn (controversy): 1202, 1232, 
1305 - 

Rambam (Maimonides): 1135, 1148, 
1150, 1165, 1187, 1202, 1204, 
1232, 1285, 1305, 1310. 

Ramban (Nachmanides): 1194, 

1227, 1232, 1244, 1263, 1267, 
1270, 1291, 1293, 1310. 

Ramchal (see R.Moshe C. Luzzatto). 

Ramerupt (France): 1147. 
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Ramo (R.Moshe Isserles): 1557, 1563, 
1573 , 1570 , 1613, 1614. 

Ramon, Ilan: 2003. 

Ran (R.Nissim): 1344, 1349, 1367, 
1391 - 

ransom: 1216, 1286, 1294, 1450, 
1521, 1625, 1794, 1827. 

Raoul Wallenberg: 1945. 

Rappaport (R.Chaim HaKohen): 
1759 - 

Rashba: 1270, 1291, 1293, 1305, 
1310, 1319, 1336. 

Rashbam: 1105, 1161, 1171, 1175. 
Rashbatz: 1391, 1407, 1444. 

Rashi: 1105, 1475. 

Rav (A) *: 3949, 3979, 4007. 

Rav of Lyady (see R.Shneur Zalman). 
Rava *: 4098, 4111, 4112. 

R.Rava I (G) *: 4400, 4405, 4410. 

Mar R.Rava II (G) *: 4479. 

Mar R.Rava III (G) *: 4533, 4542. 

Ravan: 1161, 1217. 

Ravenna (Italy): 1491. 

Ravensburg (Germany): 1430. 
Ravina I (A) *: 4152, 4181. 

Ravina II (A) *: 4234, 4235. 
Raviyah: 1217, 1244. 

Razah: 1150. 

Re'u *: 1787, 2026. 

Reb Itzikel MeHamburg: 171 
RebbeR.Ber (see Maggid of 
Mezeritsch). 

Rebbi (see R.Yehuda HaNass 
Rebecca (see Rivka). 

Recanti (Italy): 1569. 

Rechav'am (K) *: 2964. 

Rechitsa (Russia): 1905. 

R.Rechumai *: 4236. 

Recife (Brazil): 1630, 1654. 
Reconstructionist movement: 1922 
Reform movement: 1810, 1817, 
1824, 1827, 1824, 1830, 1851, 
1885 1983, 1988. 

Refusenik: 1986 

Regensburg (Germany): 1096, 1519. 
Reggio di Calabria (Italy): 1475. 
Reggio Emilia (Italy): 1630. 
Reinhard, Heydrich: 1942 
Reish Galuta (Exilarch): 1190. 

Reish Galuta (Exilarch) *: 3990, 
3995 , 4420, 4515, 4523, 4531, 
4546 , 4577 , 4677 , 4690- 
Reish Lakish *: 4050. 

Reisher (R.Yaakov): 1733. 

Reishis Chochma: 1575. 

Rembrandt: 1656. 

ReMeZ: 1697. 

Renchen (Germany): 1301. 
R.Raphael Meir Penijel: 1869. 

Reuven *: 2195, 2216, 2218. 
R.Reuven Katz: 1673. 

R.Reva'i *: 4300, 4320. 

Rhodes: 1498, 1522, 1840. 

Ri (R.Yitzchak): 1161, 1175, 1184, 
1187, 1203, 1217. 

Ri MiGash: 1103, 1105, 1135, 1141. 
Ribeuville (Germany): 1336. 
rice on Pesach*: see chart takkanot 
hage'onim 

Richard the Lion Hearted: 1189. 

Rif (Alfasi): 1088, 1103, 1105, 1126. 
Riga (Latvia): 1941. 

Rindfleisch massacres: 1298. 

Ritva: 1319. 

Ritzba: 1187. 


Riva: 1105, 1161. 

Rivam: 1171. 

Rivan: 1105. 

Rivash: 1367, 1388, 1391, 1407. 
Rive van: 1260. 

Rivka *: 2049, 2084, 2123, 2208. 
Rivkes (see R.Moshe). 

Rogatchover Gaon (R.Yosef Rozin): 

1889, 1943. 

Rogatyn (Poland): 1942. 

Roke'ach (Sefer): 1197, 1237. 

Roman Annexation *: 3770. 

Roman Empire *: 3874. 

Roman Empire divided East/West *: 
4046. 

Romans *: 3628, 3648, 3700, 3715, 
3721, 3725. 

Rome: 1105, 1257, 1320, 1322, 

1466, 1553, 1555, 1577, 1583, 
1667, 1798, 1944. 

Rome *: 3688, 3829, 3830, 3841, 
3856, 3908 . 

Rosannes (R.Yehuda) (see Mishneh 
LeMel.). 

Rosenzweig (Franz): 1929. 

Rosh (R.Asher): 1303, 1305, 1306, 
1310, 1327, 1328, 1334, 1342. 
Rosh Emanah: 1508. 

Roth, Malka (Keren Malki ): 2001. 
Rothenburg (Germany): 1298. 
Rothschild: 1827, 1836. 

Rottingen (Germany): 1298. 
Roudnice (Bohemia): 1745. 

Rovno (Poland): 1941, 1942. 

Rozin (R.Yosef/see Rogatchover). 
Rudolf Kasztner: 1944. 

Rumania: 1648, 1867, 1941. 

Russia: 1310, 1655, 1742, 1772, 
1791, 1804, 1812, 1822, 1827, 
1831, 1838, 1924, 1939, 1941, 
1945 , 1952, 1969, 1971 , 1973 , 
1980, 1987, 1991, 1992. 
Russian Revolution: 1917, 1918. 
Ruth *: 2785, 2854. 

Ruzhany (Poland): 1659. 

Ruzhin (see Adm.R.Yisrael of). 
Rymanov (see Adm.R.Men.Mendel 
of). 

s 

S.S.: 1942 

Rbnu.Saadya Gaon *: 4683, 4688, 4690, 
4702, 4715. 

Sadducees (see Tzedukim). 

Safed (see Tzfat). 

Safov (Moravia): 1822. 

Sak (see R.Yaakov). 

Salant (R.Shmuel): 1909. 

Salanter (see R.Yisrael). 

Salome I (see Shalomit). 

Salome II *: 3760, 3761. 

Salonika (Greece): 1545, 1665, 1917, 
1943 - 

Salzburg (Austria): 1404, 1418, 
1498. 

R.Sama *: 4320. 

Samaria (see Shomron). 

Samaritans (see Kuthim). 

Sambor (Poland): 1943. 

Samson (see Shimshon). 

Samuel (see Shmuel). 

Sancheriv *: 3213. 

Sandomierz (Poland): 1655. 


Sanhedrin *: 3670, 3715, 3729, 
3769 , 3789 , 3828, 3829, 3834, 
3841, 3844, 3846, 3867, 3903, 
3908, 3925, 3990, 3995. 

R.Sar Shalom *: 4608, 4613. 

Saragossa (Spain): 1182, 1349. 

Sarah *: 1958, 1973, 2023, 2048, 
2084. 

Sarah Schenirer: 1917. 

Sarai *: 2048. 

Sardinia: 1492. 

Sassanids *: 3986. 

Satmar (Admurim/see Teitelbaum). 
Saudi Arabia: 1948. 

Saul (see Shaul). 

Savurai *: 4236, 4320. 

Schaffa (Moravia): 1822. 
Schaffhausen (Switzerland): 1401, 
1472. 

Schechter (Solomon): 1896. 

Schenirer (Sarah): 1917. 

Schick (Maharam): 1861. 
Schneersohn (R.Levi Yitzchak): 1944. 
Schneersohn (see Adm.R.Menachem 
Mendel). 

Schneersohn (see Adm.R.Shmuel). 
Schneersohn (see Adm.R.Sholom 
DovBer). 

Schneersohn (see Adm.R.Yosef 
Yitzchak). 

Schneersohn (see Tzemach Tzedek II). 
Schorr (R.Alexander): 1733. 

Schwab, R.Shimon: 1980. 
Schweidnitz (Silesia): 1453. 
science: 1305, 1664, 

Sdei Chemed: 1899. 

Sdom *: 2006, 2048. 
secret Jews: 1096, 1148, 1198, 1311, 
1391, 1661, 1839. 
secret Jews (see Marranos). 
secret Jews *: 4342, 4471. 
seder *: 2171. 

Seder HaDorot: 1711. 

Seder Olam *: 3909. 

Sefer Charedim: 1592. 

Sefer HaAgur: 1487. 

Sefer HaChasidim: 1217. 

Sefer HaChinuch: 1285 
Sefer Halkkarim: 1413. 

Sefer Halttur: 1179. 

Sefer HaKabbala: 1126. 

Sefer HaManhig: 1203. 

Sefer HaNitzachon: 1399. 

Sefer HaTeruma: 1203. 

Sefer HaTerumot: 1227. 

Sefer HaYashar: 1171. 

Sefer Keritut: 1306. 

Sefer Me'irat Enayim (Sma): 1614. 
Sefer Mitzvot Gadol: 1236. 

Sefer Mitzvot Katan: 1280. 

Sefer Or Zaru'a: 1244. 

Sefer Yere'im: 1161. 

Sefer Yuchasin: 1504. 

Seforno (R.Ovadya): 1542. 

Segovia (Spain): 1474. 

Selestat (Germany): 1479. 

Seleucius *: 3454. 

Semicha: 1388, 1538. 

Senesh (Chanah): 1944. 

Senigallia (Italy): 1798. 

Sephardim *: 4715 
Sepphoris (Tzippori) *: 3867. 
Septuagint *: 3515. 

Serach *: 2218. 

Serayah (KG) *: 3339. 
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Serug *: 1819, 2049. 

Seth *: 130. 

Sevastopol (Russia): 1829. 

Seville: 1391, 1464, 1481, 1483. 
Seyir *: 2216. 

Sfass Emess: 1866, 1905. 

Sh'chem *: 2205. 

Sh'elot UTeshuvot Min HaShamayim: 
1203. 

Sha'agat Aryeh: 1785, 1821. 

Sha'ar Ephrayim: 1655. 

Sha'arei Dura: 1303. 

Sha'arei Ora: 1290. 

Sha'arei Teshuva: 1263. 
Shabbateans: 1676, 1683, 1718, 


1730 , 1757 , 1759 - 
R.Shabbetai Bass: 1655, 1689, 1712. 
R.Shabbetai HaKohen (see Shach). 
Shabbetai Tzvi: 1665, 1666, 1676, 
1895. 

Shabur I *: 4020. 

Shach (R.Shabbetai Kohen): 1640, 
1646, 1654, 1655, 1660. 
Shach, R.Menachem Mann: 1988, 
2001. 


Shalmanessar *: 3195, 3205. 

Shaloh (R.Yeshayahu Horowitz): 

1615 1619, 1621, 1625. 

Mar R.Shalom (G) *: 4665, 4671. 

Shalom (K) *: 3154. 

Adm.R.Shalom DovBer of Lubavitcl 
1920. 

Adm.R.Shalom of Belz: 1855. 

R.Shalom of Vienna: 1393, 14m, 142'/. 

Shalom Rabinovitz: 1882 
R.Shalom Shachna: 1570. 

R.Shalom Shar'abi: 1777. 

Shalomit (Salome I) (Q) *: 3668, 
3670, 3686, 3688, 3696, 3700. 
Shalshelet HaKabbala: 1575. 

Shamai *: 3715, 3729. 

Shamgar (S) *: 2654. 

Shanghai (China): 1941. 

R.Shanui *: 4542, 4543. 

Shapira (R.Meir/Lubliner Rav): 
1923. 

Shapira (see Munkatch/Admurim). 
Shapiro (R.Eliyahu): 1712. 

Shapiro (R.Natan): 1640. 

Shapiro (see R.Eliyahu). 

Shar'abi (R.Shalom): 1777. 
Sharansky, Natan: 1986 
Shaul *: 2870, 2882, 2883, 2884. 
R.Shaul Levi Morteira: 1655, 1656, 
1697. 

She'arim Belssur VeHeter: 1303. 
She'arim HaMetzuyanim BeHalacha: 
1948. 

She'ilat Yavetz: 1776. 

She'iltot D'R.Acha(i) *: 4515. 
Shechitot UBedikot (Sefer): 1451. 
Shedlitz (Russia): 1906. 

R.Shephatia *: 4631. 

Sheit *: 130, 1042. 

Shelach *: 1693, 2126. 

Shem *: 1558, 1958, 2048, 2158. 
Shem HaGedolim: 1806. 

R.Shem Tov ibn Gaon: 1336. 

Shem'aya *: 3696, 3715. 
R.Shemaryahu (HaShavui) *: 4715. 

Shepharam *: 3908. 

R.Sherira Gaon *: 4728, 4757. 
R.Sheshna *: 4410, 4420. 

Sheva (ben Bichri) *: 2924, 2964. 
Shibbolei HaLeket: 1260. 


Shi'ite's*: 4420. 

R.Shila *: 3979, 3990. 

Shim'i (ben Gerah) *: 2935. 

Shim'i (KG) *: 3488. 

Shimon (ben Hillel) (T) *: 3769. 
Shimon (ben Shatach) *: 3668, 

3670, 3680, 3688, 3696. 
R.Shimon (ben Yochai) *: 3908, 3909. 
Shimon (Chashmona'i) *: 3621, 
3634 - 

Shimon *: 2195. 

Shimon Bar Kuziba *: 3887, 3893. 
R.Shimon ben Gamliel I *: 3810, 3826, 
3827. 

R.Shimon ben Gamliel II *: 3878, 3908, 
3925 - 

R.Shimon ben HaSgan *: 3893. 
R.Shimon ben Lakish *: 4050. 

R.Shimon ben Tzadok: 1286. 

R.Shimon Duran I (see Rashbatz). 
R.Shimon Duran II: 1467. 

R.Shimon HaGadol *: 4772 
Shimon HaPakuli (T) *: 3836. 

Shimon Hatzadik *: 3426, 3448, 
3449 , 3488, 3580. 

Shimon II (KG) *: 3580, 3600. 
R.Shimon Ish HaMitzpeh (T) *: 3834. 
R.Shimon Kaira *: 4519. 

R.Shimon Schwab: 1980. 

R.Shimon Shkop: 1941. 

Adm.R.Shimon Sholom (Amshinov): 1941. 
R.Shimon Sofer: 1879. 

R.Shimshon (Count of Coucy): 1236. 

Shimshon (S) *: 2810, 2830. 
R.Shimshon of Chinon: 1306. 
R.Shimshon of Ostropole: 1648. 
R.Shimshon of Shantz: 1187, 1202, 
1211. 

R.Shimshon Rapha'el Hirsch: 1851, 
1869. 

Shimshon Wertheimer: 1719. 
Shimusha Rabba: 1290. 

Shinev (see Adm.R.Yechezk'el). 

Shitta MeKubetzet: 1553. 

Shkop (R.Shimon): 1941. 

Shlettstadt (Germany): 1479. 

Shlomo (Solomon) *: 2912, 2924, 
2928, 2935, 2964, 3338. 
R.Shlomo Alkabetz: 1570. 

Shlomo bar Chisdai (E) *: 4515, 4519. 
R.Shlomo ben Shimon Duran: 1444, 
1467. 

R.Shlomo Ephrayim: 1609, 1616, 1619. 
R.Shlomo Ganzfried: 1886. 

R.Shlomo HaBavli *: 4772. 

R.Shlomo ibn Aderet (see Rashba). 
R.Shlomo ibn Gvirol: 1055. 

R.Shlomo Kluger: 1820. 

R.Shlomo Luria (see Maharshal). 

Shlomo Molcho: 1532. 

R.Shlomo Montpellier: 1232, 1263. 
Adm.R.Shlomo of Bobov: 1876. 

Adm.R.Shlomo of Bobov (2): 1941, 2000. 

R.Shlomo of Karlin: 1772, 1781, 1792. 
Adm.R.Shlomo of Radomsk: 1866. 

R.Shlomo Yitzchaki (see Rashi). 
R.Shlomo Yosef Zevin: 1947. 

R.Shlomo Zalman Aurbach: 1995. 
R.Shlomo Zalman Broin: 1948. 
R.Shlomo Zalman Lifshitz: 1821. 

Shma Yisrael *: 4295. 

R.Shmelke of Nikolsburg: 1772, 1781, 
1814. 

Shmona Esrei *: 3836. 


Shmuel (A) *: 3990, 4007, 4014. 
R.Shmuel (Beit Shmuel): 1689. 

Shmuel *: 2830, 2854, 2871, 2881, 
2883, 2884. 

R.Shmuel ben Eli: 1190. 

R.Shmuel ben Klonymos: 1217. 
R.Shmuel ben Meir: 1105. 

R.Shmuel ben Natrunai: 1197. 
R.Shmuel de Medina: 1575. 

R.Shmuel Edels (see Maharsha). 
R.Shmuel Ehrenfeld: 1883. 

R.Shmuel HaChasid: 1217 
Shmuel HaKatan (T) *: 3836. 
R.Shmuel HaNagid: 1055. 

R.Shmuel HaNagid *: 4773. 

R.Shmuel HaSardi: 1227. 

Mar R.Shmuel I (G) *: 4493, 4511. 
R.Shmuel ibn Tibbon: 1204. 

R.Shmuel II (G) *: 4508, 4515. 

R.Shmuel Kelin: 1807. 

Adm.R.Shmuel of Lubavitch: 1866, 1882. 
R.Shmuel Salant: 1909. 

R.Shmuel Strashun: 1872. 

R.Shmuel Uceda (Uzida): 1575. 
R.Shmuel Yaffe: 1584. 

Shnei Luchot HaBrit (Sefer): 1621. 
R.Shneur Zalman (Rav of Lyady): 1745, 
1770, 1772, 1798, 1800, 1812, 
1827. 

Sho'el UMeshiv: 1857. 

Shomron *: 3010, 3205, 3648. 
Shomronim (see Kuthim). 

Sholom Aleichem: 1882 
Shpoler Zeideh: 1811. 

R.Shraga Faivel Mendelovitz: 1921. 
Shua *: 2218. 

Shuach *: 2096. 

Shulchan Aruch: 1563, 1570, 1575, 
1614, 1646. 

Shulchan Aruch HaRav: 1770. 

Shvut Yaakov: 1733. 

Sichon *: 1656, 2487. 

Sicily: 1221, 1428, 1474, 1492. 
Siddur *: 4618. 

Sidrei Tahara: 1780. 

Siedlice (Russia): 1906. 

Siena (Italy): 1798. 

Sifra *: 3949. 

Sifri *: 3949. 

Siftei Chachamim (see R.Shabbetai 
Bass). 

Siftei Kohen (Shach): 1646. 

Siftei Yesheinim: 1689. 

Sighet (Admurim/see Teitelbaum). 
Silesia: 1267. 

R.Silano *: 4631. 

Silva (R.Chizkiyah da): 1692. 

Silver, R.Eliezer: 1941. 

R.Simcha Machzor Vitry': 1105. 
Adm.R.Simcha Bunim of Gur: 1977, 1992. 
Adm.R.Simcha Bunim of Pershisskha: 1814, 
1827, 1859, 1866. 

Simferopol (Crimea): 1905. 

Simla Chadasha: 1733. 

Simon (see Shimon). 

Simon Dubnow: 1941. 

R.Simuna *: 4280, 4300. 

Sinai Campaign: 1956. 

Sir Moses Montefiore (see Montefiore). 
Sisra *: 2654. 

Sivuv (Sefer): 1173. 

Six Day War: 1967. 

Skalat (Poland): 1943. 

Skulener Rebbe: 1982 
Slonim (Poland): 1941. 
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Sma (R.Yehoshua Falk): 1614, 1640. 
SMaG (Sefer Mitzvot Gadol): 1236. 
SMaK (Sefer Mitzvot Katan): 1280. 
Smyrna (Turkey): 1665. 

Sobibor: 1942, 1943. 

Sochatchev (Adm.R.Avraham of): 
1910. 

Sochatchev (Poland): 1556, 1619. 
Sofer (R.Avraham Shmuel 
Binyamin): 1839. 

Sofer (R.Moshe - see Chassam Sofer). 
Sofer (R.Shimon): 1879. 

Sofer (R.Yaakov Chaim/Caf 
HaChayim): 1904. 

Solomon (see Shlomo). 

Solomon Schechter: 1896. 

Solovetchik (see R.Chaim Brisker). 
Solovetchik (see R.Yosef Ber). 
Sonnenfeld (R.Yosef Chaim): 1920. 
South America: 1570, 1630. 
space travel: 1961, 1969, 2003. 
Spain: 1216, 1241, 1269, 1350, 

1391, 1481, 1492, 1493 - 
Spain *: 3338, 4372, 4454, 4471, 
4618, 4715. 

special Jewish dress (see Jews badge). 
Spektor (R.Yitzchak Elchanan): 1896. 
Speyer (Bavaria): 1096, 1196, 1349, 
1435 - 

Spinoza (Baruch): 1656. 

Stamfordfair (England): if 
Stanislav (Poland): 1941, 1 
Staro-Konstantinov (Poland 
Stefan Czarnetzki: 1655. 

Steinsaltz (R.Adin): 1967. 

Stolin (Russia): 1942. 

Strasbourg: 1349, 1793. 

Strashun (R.Shmuel): 1872. 

Stry (Poland): 1943. 

Stuyvesant (Peter): 1655. 

Styria (Austria): 1421, 1496. 

Sura *: 3990, 4300, 4369, 4671, 
4687, 4702. 

survivors: 1939, 1941, 1943, 1944, 
1945 , 1946, 1 947, J948 
Survivors' Talmud: 1946 
Sweden: 1655, 1659, 1943. 

Swiss banks: 1997. 

Switzerland: 1436, 1472, 1491. 

Syria: 1260, 1400, 1948, 1967, 
1973 - 

T 

R.Tachana *: 4236. 

Tadmor *: 4019. 

Takkanot: 1040. 

Takkanot HaGe'onim *: 4405, 4548. 
Takkanot HaGe'onim *: see chart 

TAKKANOT HAGE'ONIM 

Talmud (censored): 1263, 1413. 
Talmud *: 4320. 

Talmud Bavli *: 4111, 4152, 4187, 
4235, 4236. 

Talmud burning: 1240, 1242, 1244, 
1319, 1322, 1553, 1559, 1757. 
Talmud Encyclopedia: 1947. 

Talmud, Survivors': 1946 
Talmud Yerushalmi *: 4050, 4111. 
Tamar *: 2912, 2921. 

Tanna'im *: 3729, 3949. 

Tanya (Sefer): 1798. 

Tarnobrzeg (Poland): 1655. 

Tarnopol (Poland): 1941, 1942. 


Tarrega (Spain): 1349. 

Tartars: 1241, 1393, 1400, 1551, 
1648, 1651, 1667. 

Tashbatz: 1407. 

Tashbetz: 1286. 

tax: 1255, 1271, 1278, 1456, 1492, 
1524, 1791. 

Tax Collectors *: 3550, 3570, 3600. 
Taz (R.David ben Shmuel): 1648, 
1654, 1664, 1665. 

Te'omim (Pri Megadim - see R.Yosef). 
Te'omim (R.Aharon): 1690. 
Teitelbaum (see Adm.R.Chaim Tzvi). 
Teitelbaum (see Adm.R.Chananyah 
Yom Tov). 

Teitelbaum (see Adm.R.Elazar 
Nissan). 

Teitelbaum (see Adm.R.Moshe). 
Teitelbaum (see Adm.R.Moshe/ 
Yisma.Moshe). 

Teitelbaum (see Adm.R.Yekutiel 
Yehuda). 

Teitelbaum (see Adm.R.Yoel(ish)). 
Tel Aviv: 1909, 1936, 1948, 1984. 
Tel Aviv *: 3342. 

Tel Chai: 1920. 

Telz (Lithuania): 1941. 

Temesvar (Rumania): 1936. 

Temple (see Beit Hamikdash). 

Ten Martyrs (see Appendix C). 

Ten Martyrs *: 3893, 3894. 

Ten Tribes *: 3187, 3195, 3205, 
3298. 

Tennessee (U.S.A). 

Terach *: 1878, 1948, 1958, 2000, 
2048, 2083. 

Terumat HaDeshen: 1460. 

Tetiyev (Ukraine): 1768, 1920. 
Tetuan (Morocco): i860. 

Teverya: 1837. 

Teverya *: 3846, 3995. 

Tevu'ot Shor: 1733. 

Theodore Herzl: 1895. 

Theodosius II *: 4189. 
Theresienstadt: 1945. 

Thirty Year War: 1629, 1648, 1655. 
Thurgau (Switzerland): 1491. 
Thuringa (Germany): 1430. 

Tiberius (see Teverya). 
tidal wave (see tsunami). 

Tiferet Shlomo: 1866. 

Tiferet Yisrael: 1837. 

Tiglath Pil'esser *: 3187. 

Tikkun Middot HaNefesh: 1055, 
1167. 

Tiktin (Poland-Lithuania): 1941. 
Timisoara (Rumania): 1936. 

Timna *: 2216. 

Tiras *: 1556. 

TiszaEszlar (Hungary): 1882. 

Titus *: 3825, 3828, 3829, 3830, 

3841- 

Tivni *: 3010. 

Tivyumi (A) *: 4214, 4227. 

Tlemcen (Algeria): 1517, 1534. 
Tluste (Poland): 1943. 

Todos (Theodus) *: 3688. 

Tolah (S) *: 2737, 2758. 

Toldot Adam: 1713. 

Toldot Yaakov Yosef: 1760, 1781. 
Toledo (Spain): 1355, 1391, 1488, 
1490. 

Tolstoye (Poland): 1943. 

Tomas de Torquemada: 1483. 

Torah Sheleima: 1925. 


Torah Temima: 1874. 

Torat HaBayit: 1293, 1310. 

Torat Moshe Alshich: 1575. 
Torquemada: 1483. 

Tortosa (Spain): 1413. 

Tosaphot: 1105, 1147, 1175, 1187, 
1286, 1290, 1553. 

Tosaphot HaRosh: 1327. 

Tosaphot Rbnu.Peretz: 1290. 

Tosaphot Rid: 1244. 

Tosaphot Shantz: 1290. 

Tosaphot Tuch (Touques): 1290. 
Tosaphot Yom Tov: 1616, 1629, 
1640, 1654. 

Toulouse (France): 1278, 1319. 
Tours (France): 1321. 

Trajan *: 3858, 3874. 

Transylvania: 1 648 
Treblinka: 1942, 1943. 

Trent (Italy): 1475. 

Treves (see Matt./see Yoch.). 

Treviso (Italy): 1547. 

Tripoli: 1864. 

Trnava (Czechoslovakia): 1494, 
1537 , 1539 - 

Trostyanets (Ukraine): 1919. 

Troyes (France): 1096, 1105, 1288. 
Trumpeldor (Yosef): 1920. 
tsunami *: 235 
Tuchin (Poland): 1941. 

Tudela (Spain): 1319. 

Tuebingen (Germany): 1477. 
Tulchin (Ukraine): 1648, 1919. 
Tunis: 1535, 1864. 

Tunisia: 1250. 

Tur (R.Yaakov ben Asher): 1327, 
1328, 1340, 1342, 1475. 

Turei Zahav (Taz): 1646. 

Turkey: 1492, 1986, 2003. 

Tuval Kayin *: 395, 1656. 

Tykocin (Poland-Lithuania): 1941. 
Tyrnau (Czechoslovakia): 1494, 
1537 , 1539 - 

Tzadikim Nistarim: 1734. 

Mar R.Tzadok (G) *: 4581, 4583. 

Tzadok (KG) *: 2924. 

R.Tzadok (T) *: 3789. 

Tzadok *: 3530. 

Adm.R.Tzadok HaKohen: 1900 
Tzal'lephunit *: 2810. 

Tzanzer (see Adm.R.Chaim 
Halberstam). 

Tzaphnat Pane'ach (Sefer): 1889. 
Tzaphnat Pane'ach *: 2229. 
Tzedukim *: 3530, 3570, 3628, 
3634, 3648, 3668, 3670, 3696, 
3770 , 3815- 
Tzeida LaDerech: 1328. 

Tzemach David: 1613. 

R.Tzemach Duran: 1467. 

R.Tzemach I (G) *: 4631, 4640. 
R.Tzemach II (G) *: 4644, 4652. 
R.Tzemach III (G) *: 4695, 4699. 
Tzemach Tzadik: 1884. 

Tzemach Tzedek (II): 1827, 1843, 
1866. 

Tzemach Tzedek I (see Krochmal). 
Tzena URena: 1622. 

Tzephanya (P) *: 3298. 

Tzfat: 1747, 1759, 1837. 

R.Tzidkiyah HaRofeh: 1260. 

Tzidkiyahu (K) *: 3327, 3331, 3336, 

3337 , 3338, 3339 , 33 & 4 - 
Tzippori (Sepphoris) *: 3867. 

Tzivon *: 2192. 
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Tzoozmir: 1 655 
Tzova *: 2000. 

Tztitz Eliezer: 1945. 

R.Tzvi Ashkenazi (see Chacham Tzvi). 
Adm.R.Tzvi Elimelech of Dynov: 1841. 

R.Tzvi Hirsch Kalischer: 1836. 
Adm.R.Tzvi Hirsch of Zydachov: 1830, 1874. 
Adm.R.Tzvi Hirsch Shapira of Munkatch: 
1913 - 

u 

U.N.: see United Nations 
U.S.A.: 1824, 1881, 1888, 1900, 
1915 , 1925 , 1939 , 1940 , 1975 , 
1980, 1991. 

USSR: 1987, 1992 
Uberlingen: 1332, 1349. 

Uhel (Admurim/see Teitelbaum). 
Uhersky (Moravia): 1683. 

Ukraine: 1736, 1918, 1919, 1941. 
Ukva (E) *: 4603. 

Ulysses S. Grant: 1862. 

Uman (Poland): 1768. 

Ungarish Brod(a) (Moravia): 1683. 
United Nations: 1948, 1980, 1981, 
1991 

Urim VeTumim: 1741. 

Uriyahu (P) *: 3327. 

Uriyah *: 2912. 

Ursicinus *: 4111. 

Usha *: 3846, 3878, 3908. 

Utz *: 2049, 2218. 
utensids, holy*: 3829, 421; 
utensils, holy: 1869. 

Utzit *: 2218. 

Uziyahu (K) *: 3115, 3130, 3142. 

V 

Va'ad Arba A. (participants/ 
activity): 1557, 1585, 1599, 

1614, 1640, 1650, 1654, 1690, 
1753, 1760. 

Va'ad Arba Aratzot: 1580, 1650, 

1753 , 1764- 
Valencia (Spain): 1391. 

Valreas (France): 1247. 

Vandals *: 4215. 

Vasco da Gama: 1496. 

Vashti *: 3395. 

Vatican: 1869. 

Vehu Rachurn (prayer) *: see chart 

TAKKANOT HAGE'ONIM 

Venice: 1393, 1480, 1506, 1516, 
1553 , 1630. 

Venosa (Italy) *: 4631. 

Verdun (France): 1320. 

Vespasian *: 3825, 3826, 3827, 
3828, 3831. 

Vicenza (Italy): 1485. 

Victoria (Queen, England): 1890. 
R.Vidal di Tolose: 1344. 

R.Vidal Ephrayim Gerondi: 1391. 
Vienna: 1196, 1349, 1670. 

Vienne (France): 1252. 

Vilkovishk (Lithuania): 1941. 

Vilna: 1592, 1635, 1655, 1687, 

1795 , 1919 , 1941 , 1943 - 
Vilna Gaon: 1772, 1781, 1797, 1798, 
1809, 1821. 

Vinitza (Russia): 1941. 

Virmyze (Germany): 1096, 1197, 
1349, 1614, 1689. 


Visigoths *: 4155, 4372, 4454. 

Vital (R.Chaim): 1572. 

Vitebsk (Poland-Russia): 1708, 1825. 
Vitry (France): 1321. 

Vitry (see Machzor). 

Vizhnitz (Adm.R.Baruch of): 1884. 
Vizhnitz (Adm.R.Menachem Mendel 
of): 1884. 

Vladimir Volynski (Poland): 1942. 
Volhynia: 1580 

Volozhiner (see R.Chaim). 

Volozhiner (see R.Yitzchak). 

w 

Waldenberg (R.Eliezer Yehuda): 
1945 - 

Wallenberg (Raoul): 1945. 

War of Independence: 1949. 

Warsaw: 1483, 1790, 1795, 1939, 
1943 - 

Warsaw ghetto: 1942, 1943. 
Wasserman (R.Elchanan): 1941. 
Weil (R.Netanel): 1769. 

Weissensee (Germany). 

Wertheimer (Shimshon): 1719. 
Wiedenfeld (R.Dov Ber): 1939. 
Wiener-Neustadt (Austria): 1230, 
1298. 

Wienner Gezera: 1421. 

Wiesel, Elie: 1986 
Winchester (England): 1192. 

Wise (Isaac Mayer): 1844. 
Wittenberg (Yitzchak): 1943. 
Wojslawice (Poland): 1761. 
woman (learned): 1190, 1585, 1614, 
1646, 1689, 1733, 1745, 1917 - 
woman (learned) *: 3909. 

Worcester (England): 1275. 

World Jewish Congress: 1952. 

World Trade Center (N.Y.): 2001 
World War I: 1914. 

World War II: 1939, 1943, 1945 - 
World War III: 2001. 

Worms (Germany) (see Virmyze). 
Wormser (Sekel): 1782. 
Wuertemberg (Germany): 1519. 
Wurtzburg (Germany): 1147, 1298. 

X 

Xanten (Germany): 1096. 

Y 

Ya'ir (S) *: 2758. 

R.Ya'ir Chaim Bacharach: 1689. 
Yaakov *: 2108, 2123, 2171, 2185, 
2192, 2205, 2208, 2238, 2255. 
R.Yaakov AbiChatzira: 1880. 

R.Yaakov Ashkenazi: 1622. 

R.Yaakov Bei Rav: 1492, 1536, 1538. 
R.Yaakov ben Asher (see Tur). 

R.Yaakov ben Meir (see Rbnu Tam). 

R.Yaakov ben Yakar: 1096, 1105. 
R.Yaakov Chaim (Sofer): 1904. 
R.Yaakov Culi: 1724. 

R.Yaakov D'Orleans: 1189. 

R.Yaakov Emden: 1750, 1776, 1783. 
Mar R.Yaakov I (G) *: 4475, 4493 - 
R.Yaakov ibn Chaviv: 1492, 1516. 
R.Yaakov II (G) *: 4558, 4573. 



R.Yaakov III (G) *: 4671, 4683. 
R.Yaakov Krantz: 1804. 

R.Yaakov Landau: 1487. 

R.Yaakov Moellin (see Maharil). 
R.Yaakov of Corbeil: 1192. 

R.Yaakov of Marvege: 1203. 

R.Yaakov Poliak: 1503, 1565, 1570. 
R.Yaakov Reisher: 1733. 

R.Yaakov Sak: 1655, 1660. 

R.Yaakov Weil: 1451. 

R.Yaakov Yehoshua Falk (see Pnei 
Ysh.II). 

R.Yaakov Yitzchak Horowitz (see 
Chozeh). 

Adm.R.Yaakov Yitzchak of Pershisskha: 1814. 
R.Yaakov Yosef (of New York): 1888. 
R.Yaakov Yosef of Polannoe: 1760. 
Yachin UBo'az: 1467. 

Yad Ephrayim: 1828. 

Yad HaChazaka: 1204. 

Yad Malachi: 1767. 

Yad Ramah: 1244. 

Yaffe (see R.Mordechai/Ba'al 
Levushim). 

Yaffe (see R.Shmuel/Yefei To'ar). 

Yaffo (Jaffa): 1921. 

Yakshan *: 2096. 

Yaktan *: 1757. 

Yalkut Re’uveni: 1673. 

Yam Shel Shlomo: 1573. 

Mar R.Yaneka *: 4479. 

Yannai I (see Yoch.). 

Yannai II (Alexander) *: 3670. 

Yaphet *: 1556. 

Yarchei Kalla *: 3995. 

Yaroslav (Poland): 1737. 

Yasser (see Arafat). 

Yaval *: 395. 

Yavan *: 1556. 

Yavetz *: 2533. 

Yavetz - (see R.Yaakov Emden). 
Yavneh *: 3828, 3829, 3834, 3841, 
3846, 3856, 3858. 

Yechanya (see Yehoyachin). 
Yechezk'el (P) *: 3327, 3332, 3339, 
3340 , 3352 . 

R.Yechezk'el Abramsky: 1933. 
R.Yechezk'el Landau (see Noda 
BiYehuda). 

Adm.R.Yechezk'el Shraga of Shinev: 1876. 
R.Yechi'el Heilprin: 1711. 

R.Yechi'el Hillel Altshuler: 1770. 
R.Yechi'el Michel Epstein: 1874. 
R.Yechi'el Michel of Zlotchov: 1760, 
1781. 

R.Yechi'el of Paris: 1240, 1260, 1280, 
1286, 1290. 

Yefei To'ar: 1584. 

Yefuneh *: 2410. 

Yeho'achaz I (K) *: 3083. 

Yeho'achaz II (K) *: 3316. 

Yeho'ash I (K) *: 3056, 3061, 3084, 
3098, 3100. 

Yeho'ash II (K) *: 3083, 3098, 3100, 
3115 - 

Yehonatan (ben Shaul) *: 2884. 
Yehoram I (K) *: 3043, 3055, 3056. 
Yehoram II (K) *: 3047, 3055. 
Yehoshaphat (K) *: 3024, 3047. 
Yehosheva *: 3056. 

R.Yehoshua (ben Chananyah) (T) *: 
3830 3834 , 3841, 3842, 3844 , 
3856, 3878, 3880. 

Yehoshua (ben Gamlah) *: 3680. 
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3316, 

3098. 
, 3321, 


Yehoshua (ben Perachya) *: 3610, 
3623, 3668, 3671, 3680, 3688. 
Yehoshua (Joshua) *: 2406, 2488, 
2495, 2516. 

Yehoshua (KG) *: 3390, 3391, 3408. 
Yehoshua ben Sira *: 3488. 
R.Yehoshua Falk (see Meginei Shlomo). 
R.Yehoshua Falk (see Sma). 

R.Yehoshua Heschel (RebbeR.Heschel): 
1654, 1689. 

Adm.R.Yehoshua of Belz: 1855, 1879. 
Yehoyachin (Yechanya) (K) *: 

3327 , 3364 - 

Yehoyada (KG) *: 3056, 3061. 
Yehoyakim (K) *: 3316, 3319 
3327 - 

Yehu (ben Chanani) (P) *: 3009. 
Yehu (K) *: 3055, 3056, 3083. 
Yehuda (Aristoblus I) (K) *: 3670. 
R.Yehuda (bar Yechezk'el) (A) *: 4019 
4050, 4058, 4060. 

R.Yehuda (ben HaRosh): 1327, 1328, 
1349 - 

R.Yehuda (ben Ila'i) (T) *: 3909, 3925. 
Yehuda (HaMaccabi) *: 3621, 3622, 
3628. 

Yehuda *: 2195, 2218, 2785. 

Yehuda Aristoblus (K) *: 3668. 
R.Yehuda ben Beteira *: 3894. 
R.Yehuda ben Binyamin: 126c 
R.Yehuda ben Natan: 1105. 

Yehuda ben Tabbai *: 3688 
R.Yehuda Chasid: 1700. 


R.Yehuda FlaChasid: 1217, 123/, 1244. 
R.Yehuda HaKohen (Rbnu.Leontin): 
1040. 

R.Yehuda HaLevi: 1105, 1164. 

Yehuda FlaMa'amin: 1644. 

R.Yehuda HaNassi *: 3925, 3949, 


3979 , 4050. 

R.Yehuda I (G) *: 4499. 

R.Yehuda ibn Tibbon: 1148, 1167. 
R.Yehuda II (G) *: 4519, 4523. 
R.Yehuda III (G) *: 4666, 4677. 
Adm.R.Yehuda Leib (see Sfass Emess). 
R.Yehuda Liva (see Maharal). 

R.Yehuda Nessia I *: 3949, 3990. 
R.Yehuda Nessia II *: 3990, 4060. 
R.Yehuda Nessia III *: 4069, 4119. 
R.Yehuda of Paris: 1240, 1244. 
R.Yehuda of Tiktin: 1723. 

R.Yehuda Rosannes (see Mishneh 
LeMelech). 

R.Yehudai Gaon (see R.Yehuda II). 
Yehudi of Pershisskha: 1814, 1827, 
1859. 

Yehudit (Chashmona'it) *: 3622. 
Yehudit *: 2158. 

Yehupetz:.: 1882 
Yekaterinoslav (Russia): 1905. 
R.Yekutiel (ben Moshe) *: 4772. 
Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda of Klausenberg: 
1945 - 

Adm.R.Yekutiel Yehuda of Sighet: 1841, 
1858, 1883. 

yellow badge/patch/star (see Jews 
badge). 

Yemen: 1678, 1948, 1950. 

Yemen *: 4285. 

Yemeni children: 1995. 

Yerav'am I (K) *: 2964, 2981, 2985, 
2986, 3009. 

Yerav'am II (K) *: 3115. 

Yered *: 460, 1422. 


Yerubaal *: 2694. 

Rbnu.Yerucham: 1306, 1334. 

Yerushalayim: 1099, 1187, 1244, 
1267, 1488, 1521, 1625, 1720, 
1741, 1878, 1909, 1948, 1949, 
1958 , 1967, 1984. 

Yerushalayim *: 1558, 2084, 2892, 
3319 , 3327 , 3336 , 3338 , 3426, 
3438, 3727, 3828, 3829, 3835, 
3883, 3887, 3893, 4374 , 4389 , 
4421, 4560. 

Yesdegerd II *: 4215. 

Mar R.Yeshayah HaLevi (G) *: 4556, 4558. 
Yeshayahu (Isaiah) (P) *: 3142, 

3167, 3213, 3228. 

R.Yeshayahu ben Abba Mari: 1388. 
R.Yeshayahu ben Avraham (Ba'er 
Heitev 1): 1723. 

R.Yeshayahu Horowitz (see Shaloh). 
R.Yeshayahu of Trani: 1244. 
yeshiva : 1821, 1941 
Yeshu (Jesus) *: 3671, 3790. 

Yeshua (ben Sitda) *: 3671. 

Yeshua (see Jason). 

Yetev Lev: 1858. 

Yeven Metzula: 1683. 

Yevesektzia: 1920. 

Yibum*: 3670 

Yiddish: 1096, 1540, 1559, 1622, 
1724, 1782, 1783, 1861, 1882, 
1897, 1940 , 1952 . 

Yiphtach (S) *: 2758, 2779. 

Yir'iyah *: 3337. 

Yirmiyahu (P) *: 3298, 3321, 3331, 
3332 , 3337 , 3338 , 3339 , 3346 , 
3352 . 

Yishai *: 2854. 

Yishbak *: 2096. 

Yishmael (ben Netanya) *: 3339. 
Yishmael *: 2034, 2048, 2061, 2171, 
3893 - 

Yismach Moshe: 1808. 

R.Yisrael (Maggid) of Kozhnitz: 1772, 
1812, 1814, 1827, 1841, 1866. 
Yisrael (see Eretz). 

Yisrael *: 2205. 

R.Yisrael Ba'al Shem (see Ba'al Shem 
Tov). 

R.Yisrael Brunna: 1453, 1454, 1456. 
R.Yisrael Horowitz: 1568. 

R.Yisrael Isserlein (see Maharay). 
R.Yisrael Lipshutz: 1837. 

R.Yisrael Meir Kagan (see Chafetz 
Chaim). 

R.Yisrael Meir Meir Lau: 1993 
Adm.R.Yisrael of Gur: 1948, 1977. 

R.Yisrael of Krems: 1380, 1393. 
Adm.R.Yisrael of Ruzhin: 1840, 1884. 
R.Yisrael of Shklov: 1809. 

R.Yisrael Salanter: 1848, 1857, 1883. 

Yissachar *: 2195, 2218. 

R.Yissachar Berman: 1584. 

Yitro *: 2449. 

R.Yitzchak (Ai)Sekel Wormser: 1782. 
R.Yitzchak (R.Profiat) Duran: 1391. 
R.Yitzchak (Ritzba): 1187. 

R.Yitzchak (V) *: 4311. 

Yitzchak *: 2048, 2084, 2123, 2171, 
2228, 2332, 2448. 

R.Yitzchak Abarbanel: 1483, 1492, 
1493, 1494, 1508. 

R.Yitzchak Abohab I: 1389. 

R.Yitzchak Abohab II (see Maharyah). 


R.Yitzchak Abohab III: 1642, 1655, 
1656. 

Adm.R.Yitzchak Aisik of Kalliv: 1781. 
R.Yitzchak Albuker: 1815. 

R.Yitzchak Alfasi (see Rif). 

R.Yitzchak Ba'al HaChotem: 1280. 
R.Yitzchak ben Abba Mari: 1179. 
R.Yitzchak ben Asher I: 1105. 

R.Yitzchak ben Asher II: 1105. 

R.Yitzchak ben Asher III: 1196. 
R.Yitzchak ben Sheshet (see Rivash). 
R.Yitzchak ben Shmuel (see Ri). 
R.Yitzchak Chayes: 1613. 

R.Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor: 1896. 
R.Yitzchak HaLevi Rabinowitz: 1914. 
R.Yitzchak Hertzog: 1947. 

R.Yitzchak Horowitz: 1764. 

R.Yitzchak I (G) *: 4396, 4420. 

Mar R.Yitzchak II (G) *: 4593, 4598. 
R.Yitzchak Kanpanton: 1463, 1493. 
R.Yitzchak Karo: 1496, 1522. 

R.Yitzchak Lampronti: 1756. 

R.Yitzchak Luria (see Ari'zal). 

Adm.R.Yitzchak Meir (see Chidush.HaRim). 
R.Yitzchak of Acco: 1291. 

R.Yitzchak of Corbeil: 1280. 

R.Yitzchak of Dura: 1303, 1349. 

Adm.R.Yitzchak of Skvira: 1837. 

R.Yitzchak of Vienna: 1244, 1286. 

Yitzchak Rabin: 1948, 1995 
R.Yitzchak Sagi Nahor: 1227. 

R.Yitzchak Volozhiner: 1843, 1846, 
1848, 1893. 

Yitzchak Wittenberg: 1943. 
Adm.R.Yitzchak Yehuda Yechi'el of Komarno: 
1874. 

R.Yitzchak Yerucham Diskin: 1920. 
Yo'av *: 2921, 2924. 

Yoch. Hyrk. (Yannai I) (K) *: 3642, 
3648, 3668. 

R.Yochanan (A) *: 3995, 4007, 4014, 
4050 . 

Yochanan (ben Kareyach) *: 3339. 
Yochanan (KG) *: 3621, 3622, 3623, 
3628, 3642. 

R.Yochanan ben Zakkai *: 3713, 3810, 
3828, 3829, 3834. 

R.Yochanan HaSandlar *: 3894. 
R.Yochanan Treves: 1388. 

Yocheved *: 2238, 2255, 2368. 

Yoel *: 2881. 

R.Yoel Ba'al Shem: 1713. 

R.Yoel Sirkes (see Bach). 
Adm.R.Yoel(ish) of Satmar: 1904, 1928, 
1944 , 1979 - 
Yom Kippur War: 1973. 

R.Yom Tov (ibn Ashvili) (see Ritva). 
R.Yorn Tov Kahana (G) *: 4683, 4687. 
R.Yom Tov Lipman Heller (see Tos.Y.T.). 
R.Yom Tov Lipman Millhousen: 1399. 
RbnuYona (Gerondi): 1263, 1310. 

Yona (P) *: 3083, 3115, 3154. 
Yonatan (ben Uziel) *: 3769. 

Yonatan (Chashmona'i) *: 3621, 
3628, 3634. 

R.Yonatan Eybeshutz: 1741, 1750, 

1753 , 1764- 
York: 1190, 1191. 

Yosee, ben Yo'ezer *: 3550, 3610. 
Yosee, ben Yochanan *: 3530, 3550, 
3570 . 

R.Yosef (A) *: 4060, 4081, 4085. 

Yosef (ben Tuviyah) *: 3550. 

R.Yosef (V) *: 4236, 4280. 
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Yosef *: 2195, 2199, 2216, 2229, 
2238, 2309. 

R.Yosef Albo: 1413. 

R.Yosef Babad: 1874. 

R.Yosef ben Avraham Gikatilya: 1290. 
R.Yosef Ber Solovetchik I : 1892. 

R.Yosef Ber Solovetchik II (see charts). 
R.Yosef Breuer: 1980. 

R.Yosef Chaim Al-Chakkam: 1869. 
R.Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld: 1920. 
R.Yosef Chaviva (see Nimukei Yos.). 
R.Yosef Engel: 1906. 

R.Yosef HaNagid: 1055, 1066. 

R.Yosef I (G) *: 4499, 4508. 

R.Yosef ibn MiGash: 1103. 

Mar R.Yosef II (G) *: 4558, 4565. 

Mar R.Yosef III (G) *: 4575, 4577. 

R.Yosef IV (G) *: 4577 , 4588, 4593 - 
R.Yosef Kahaneman: 1941. 

R.Yosef Karo: 1488, 1492, 1522, 1536, 
1538 , 1542 , 1563, 1570 , 1572 , 
1575 - 

R.Yosef Kolon: 1480. 

R.Yosef Rozin (see Rogatchover). 

R.Yosef Saragossi: 1492. 

Yosef Saralvo: 1583. 

R.Yosef Shaul Nathanson: 1857. 
R.Yosef Shmuel of Cracow: 1689. 

Yosef Shmuel Zbitkower: 1794. 
R.Yosef Te'omim: 1773, 1809. 

Yosef Trumpeldor: 1920. 

Mar R.Yosef V (G) *: 4598, 4601. 

Adm.R.Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch: 1920, 
1924, 1927, 1940, 1950. 
R.Yosef Yoselman: 1525, 1530, 1543. 
R.Yosef Yoizel of Novardok: 1945. 
Yoselman (see R.Yosef). 

Yoshiyahu (Josiah) (K) *: 3283, 
3285, 3298, 3303, 3316, 3389. 
R.Yossi (ben Chalafta) *: 3909. 

Yotam (K) *: 3167, 3183. 

Yovav *: 1757, 2218. 

Yugoslavia: 1941. 

Yussuf *: 4285. 


z 

Zachreinu L'Chayim (prayer) *: see 
chart takkanot hage'onim 
Zacuto (see R.Avraham). 

Zacuto (see R.Moshe). 

Zakkai bar Achunai (E) *: 4531. 
Zaleshchiki (Poland): 1941. 

Zambrov (Poland): 1941. 

Zbitkower (Yosef Shmuel): 1794. 
Zecharyah (KG) *: 3100. 

Zecharyah (P) *: 3392, 3408, 3412, 
3426, 3448. 

R.Zecharyah Mendel of Belz: 1723. 
Zecharyahu (K) *: 3153, 3154. 
Zeitlin (Hillel): 1942. 

Zemba (R.Menachem): 1943. 

Zerach Hakushi *: 2983. 
R.Zerachyah HaLevi: 1150. 

Zerubavel *: 3390, 3391, 3408, 
3413, 3426. 

Zevin (R.Shlomo Yosef): 1947. 
Zevulun *: 2195, 2218. 

Zhabotin (Poland): 1768. 

Zhitomir (Ukraine): 1753, 1905, 
1919, 1941 - 

Zholkva (Poland): 1757, 1770. 
Zilpah *: 2192. 

Zimran *: 2096. 

Zimri (K) *: 3010. 

Zinner, R.Gavriel: 1988. 

Zionist movement: 1895. 

Zlotchov ((Poland): 1941. 

Zobalotov (Ukraine): 1941. 

Zohar: 1290, 1740. 

Zolkiew (Poland): 1757, 1770. 
Zuleicha *: 2216. 

Zurich: 1349, 1436. 

R.Zushya of Annopol: 1772. 

Zydachov (Adm.R.Tzvi Hirsch of): 
1874. 
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Author of the highly acclaimed 

Jewish Time Line Encyclopedia 


"A worthy contribution to 
unadalterated Jewish history." 

Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, 
O.B.M. 



T Rabbi Mattis Kantor is blessed with extraordinary skills as 
an educator. He has prepared an indispensable reference 
work for every Judaic library. It provides a global perspective 
on the whole panorama of Jewish history, allowing the 
researcher and even the casual reader to perceive the patterns 
of Jewish glory, survival and eternity./ 

Rabbi J. Fishman, Torah Umesorah, 
National Society for Hebrew Day Schools 


™.the references are most impressive ....Historians who are 
unfamiliar with the religious literature will be most thankful 
to Rabbi Kantor for giving them access.... unique among the 
single volume histories .... user friendly ....J 

The Australian Jewish News 


T There is no other Jewish history book that provides 

information in this highly specialized manner.The Jewish 

Time Line Encyclopedia has already become an invaluable 
reference tool for librarians, scholars, teachers and students./ 

The Jewish Advocate, Boston 


T.there is simply nothing else like it. What the gifted author 
has done is to examine the broad span of history year-by¬ 
year .The result is breathtaking. 

"Kantor" will not only become a standard reference book; it 
will also provide hours (perhaps years) of educational 
enjoyment to the many who will browse, and browse again, 
through its absolutely fascinating pages./ 

Arthur Kurzweil, 
(then) Editor-in-Chief, Jewish Book Club 


™.the volume does provide a very helpful tool.a library 

reference work.../ 

The Jerusalem Post 


The fine scholarship and painstaking thoroughness reflected 
in this encyclopedic work are most impressive. The 
encyclopedia is not only unique in its presentation of Jewish 
history in light of Jewish tradition, but also- and foremostly- 
in its directing the reader to the wealth of talmudic and 
rabbinic sources. For the student of History, it will serve as a 
key to the treasures of J ewish traditional historical sources to 
which at present he hardly has any independent access./ 

Prof. Ezra Shereshevsky, Temple University 
Dept, of Hebrew & Near Eastern Languages 

™...The encyclopedia is constructed in a highly accessible 
way./ 

The Jewish Week, N.Y. 


The Jewish Time Line Encyclopedia is a feast for browsers 
.a resoundingly Jewish book..../ 

The Jewish Post 

There is a uniqueness in the manner ... lends considerable 
importance to Rabbi Kantor(g)literary accomplishment./ 

The Detroit Jewish News 

T Rabbi Kantor has written a book of excellent scholarship 
and great practical value.... the material is based on thorough 
research of Talmudic and Rabbinic resources./ 

Rabbi Berel Wein, Historian, Jerusalem, 
formerly - Shaarei Torah, N.Y. 


T Kantor(g)volume has something for everyone.no Jewish 

library should be without./ 

The Canadian Jewish News 


". a most important and necessary contribution 

....encouraging to see such a comprehensive yet concise 
documentation....so remarkable in its presentation and 
style...a valuable asset on the shelf of every Jewish adult and 
student, teenager and bar mitzvah boy." 

Rabbi Abraham B. Hecht, 
President, Rabbinical Alliance of America 


T F am deeply impressed by the grandeur of this book and its 
usefulness for scholars and students in Jewish history. Its vista 
comprises the entire panorama of Jewish history. The special 
value of this volume is its usefulness to the layman and the 
academic community. It enables potential students and 
scholars to correlate Jewish history and world history and to 
understand the significance of Jewish movements in their 
historical context./ 

Dr. Bernard Lander 
President, Touro College 
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About 

the 

Author 


J ^ ustralian born Rabbi Mattis Kantor studied in 

-Yeshivot in Cleveland, Israel and then New York, 
where he received Rabbinical ordination from the Yeshiva 
Tomchei Tmimim in 1966, and a Masters Degree in 
Educational Administration from Fordham University in 1970. 

He is a noted author and lecturer who has held a 
number of educational positions in the United States and 
Australia. He has recently retired as the rabbi of Congregation 
Zichron Moshe in Monsey New York, and is currently writing 
new works. 

He is the author of three major works; all have been 
featured as a main selection of the month by the Jewish 
Book Club in the USA. 

A Guide for the Entangled) Chassidic Insights was 
first published in 1978. It is a system of contemporary religious 
hashkafa philosophy with a mysticalKabala blend. 

A Guide for the Entangled ; Ten Keys for 
Understanding Human Nature was published in spring of 
1994- It is a system of personality analysis based on the Kabala. 

The Jewish Time Line Encyclopedia was first 
published in 1989- The exceptional organization of this work 
and its traditional approach to Jewish history have won it 
some remarkable acclaim for its brief — yet comprehensive, 
and simple scholarly, style. It has seen three editions. 
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